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Today’s readings remind us that stewardship is not just a thing we do — rather, stewardship is at the core of who we
are as disciples of Christ.
Our first reading, from Isaiah, contains this prophecy of Christ and what His saving message would mean to all who
embrace it. “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom
a light has shone.” We are among those blessed people on whom the light of Christ has shone. By virtue of our
Baptism, we, who were once in the darkness of original sin, have been reborn into the great light that is God’s grace
in us. We are cherished members of God’s family.

What a privilege! Yet, with this privilege comes the responsibility to actually live for God and to bring His Good News to all those we
meet — at work, at school, in our community and right in our own home — in other words, to live as His good stewards.
And there is a certain urgency that comes with the call to a stewardship way of life as we see in our Gospel passage from Matthew.
Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” In other words, turn away from selfishness, turn towards God and live as
His disciple now — don’t wait!
In this same passage, the very first disciples give us examples of a good steward’s prompt “yes” when the Lord called to them. Our
Lord invites them to “Come after me and I will make you fishers of men.” They did not hesitate but “at once they left their nets and
followed him.” They put our Lord and His will first.
This is the essence of a stewardship way of life — to be always ready for the ways that our Lord is calling us to bring His light to others.
It’s more than something we do — it’s who we are. © Catholic Stewardship Consultants, 2025.
PPaassttoorraall PPoonnddeerriinngg – This past Thursday was the 53rd anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Roe vs. Wade decision that legalized
abortion. Even though that decision and the one that followed have been overturned by the Court, the work of defending life
continues.
Even though the U.S. Supreme Court's 2022 decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization overturned Roe v. Wade and
returned abortion regulation to the states, the Catholic Church's commitment to the sanctity of human life remains unchanged and
multifaceted. From a Catholic perspective, grounded in scripture, tradition, and teachings like those in the Catechism of the Catholic
Church (e.g., CCC 2270-2275), advocacy for life isn't solely tied to one court ruling or legal framework—it's a holistic moral imperative
that extends beyond abortion to all threats against human dignity. The key reasons why Catholics are called to continue this work:
11.. AAbboorrttiioonn RReemmaaiinnss LLeeggaall aanndd AAcccceessssiibbllee iinn MMaannyy PPllaacceess IInncclluuddiinngg NNCC
The Dobbs decision didn't ban abortion nationwide; it simply decentralized the issue. As of 2026, abortion is still legal in over half of
U.S. states, often with few restrictions up to viability or beyond in some cases (e.g., California, New York). Millions of abortions occur
annually, and access has expanded through measures like mail-order abortion pills (e.g., mifepristone). Catholics are urged to
advocate for protective laws at the state and federal levels to safeguard the unborn, as the Church views direct abortion as
intrinsically evil and never justifiable.
Beyond legislation, this includes supporting crisis pregnancy centers, adoption services, and policies that help women facing
unplanned pregnancies, aligning with the Church's emphasis on mercy and practical charity.
22.. OOnnggooiinngg CCuullttuurraall aanndd PPoolliittiiccaall CChhaalllleennggeess
Pro-abortion initiatives continue to gain traction, such as ballot measures in states like Florida and Arizona that have soughtto
enshrine abortion rights in constitutions, or federal proposals to codify Roe-like protections. The Church teaches that Catholics have a
duty to participate in the public square (e.g., via voting, lobbying, and education) to counter these efforts and promote a "culture of
life," as articulated by Pope St. John Paul II in Evangelium Vitae (1995).
Globally, abortion rates remain high, and issues like international funding for abortion providers (e.g., through U.S. foreign aid) persist,
requiring advocacy on an international scale.
33.. TThhee BBrrooaaddeerr PPrroo--LLiiffee EEtthhiicc
Catholic pro-life advocacy isn't limited to abortion; concern for life issues encompass all stages of life. This includes opposing
euthanasia and assisted suicide (now legal in 10+ U.S. states and parts of Canada/Europe), promoting alternatives to the death
penalty, embryonic stem cell research, human trafficking, poverty, war, and environmental degradation that harms the vulnerable.
Overturning Roe was a milestone, but it doesn't address root causes like economic inequality, lack of family support, or societal
pressures that lead to abortion. Catholics are called to build a society where life is welcomed and protected through social justice
initiatives, echoing Pope Francis's calls in Fratelli Tutti (2020) for integral human development.
44.. SSppiirriittuuaall aanndd MMoorraall WWiittnneessss
Ultimately, the Church's stance is rooted in the belief that every human life is sacred, created in God's image (Genesis 1:27), and that
protecting the innocent is a core Gospel mandate (e.g., Matthew 25:40). Laws may change, but moral truth doesn't—Catholics are to
witness to this truth through prayer, education, and personal example, fostering conversion of hearts rather than relying solely on legal
victories.
Organizations like the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) emphasize that the fight for life is ongoing, urging parishes to
engage in initiatives like Walking with Moms in Need to provide tangible support.
In summary, while Dobbs was a significant win, it's not the end of the road. The Catholic call to "stand up for life" is
perpetual, driven by faith, compassion, and a vision for a just society.

From the pastor
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PPlleeaassee  PPrraayy  FFoorr To submit a prayer  request, visit: stmarknc.org/prayerchain 
Julie Andrews 
Sarah Armstrong 
Donald Arrup 
John & Casey Ball 
Daisy Bayona 
Deidre Beck 
Catherine Belloni   
Richard Biddy 
Beatrice Bilodeau  
Marilyn Bissinger  
Brian Blatchford & Family 
Virginia “Gini” Bond 
Kathy Brandt  
Dave Breen 
Helen Sally Buff  
Elaine Burkinshaw  
Carmen Cabranes 
Anne Caestecker 
Michelle Chicoine  
Rod Clair 
Jim Clark 
Murphy Clark 
Beth Collins  
William Conklin 
Vic Crognale  
Janice D’Angelo  
Sheila DeArmon 
Judy and Rich Deboer  
John Deluca  
Henry Diener  
Charlie Donovan 
Jane & William Dragoon 
James Dupree 
Barbara Dutty 
James P. Durcan 
Jack Evans 
Frances & Kai Ferell & Family 
Charles Fillipo 
Al Fischlein  
Joseph Fiore 
Tom Fox 
Alan Friedl & Family 
Maureen K. Frost  
Carmine Gallo  
Teri Gay 
Valeria Gerbasi 
Denny & Monica Golden 
Tom Goodwin  
Josette Grace 
Robert Graham  
Paige Grieshop  

Rachel Grieshop 
Hank Griffin 
John Grivizas 
Helen Haddad  
Fran Hehn  
Laura Hehn 
Allan Helmbrecht 
Madeline Louise Henwood 
Kevin Herman Sr. 
Hannah Hopkins 
Frank Hunnicutt III  
Jerry Jackson Jr. 
Cathi Kalberier 
Karen Kastle  
Gary Katz  
Carol & Frank Kenny 
Dennis Koenig 
Jackie Kopicki  
Peggie Lauricella 
Craig Leiker  
Joan Lesch 
Marie Ligon  
Peter R. Loew 
Kitty Long 
Mary Jo Lucey 
Margaret Lynch 
Tom & Colette Manente 
Dr. Sivaramalingam 

Manickavasagar  
Rosina Marcucci 
Vernon McCord  
Cathy Milligan 
Terry Milstead  
Lucille Modica  
Vincent Montoya 
Mary Morgan 
Haleigh Moss  
Niall Mulkeen   
Elizabeth Mulligan 
Jamie Mulvihill 
Angeles Murphy 
Maria Magdalena Murphy  
Carl Muti 
Paul Nealon Jr.  
Paul Sr. and Sally Nealon  
Margaret Nelson 
Joann Nigro 
The Ober Family 
Blanca Yolanda Ojeda 
Louise Painter 
Margaret Paquette 

Hazel Palmer 
The Patterson Family 
Fernando Paverpai 
John Pecoraro 
Doug Peterson 
Angela Piraino 
Gianni Piraino 
Ellen Posey  
Ella Postlewait 
Nicole & Bruce Preiss 
Thomas Ranney 
Joette Reid 
Lindsay Remington 
Butch Remesch 
Lola Rodriguez  
Maria Rubinos 
Thomas Rynne 
Phyllis Searles 
Daniel Sheffield 
Sherwood Family 
Mark Shields 
Sue Sia 
Pennie Singh  
Todd Singh 
Bill Sirnack  
Robert Somerville 
Betsy Spartz  
Jeff Stark  
John Williams Stoker & Family 
Terri Summers 
The Tate Family 
Kenneth Terry & Family  
Cheryl Thompson  
Mike Tolbert 
Alston Torres 
Zaida Torres 
Lucia Solis Vallarino  
Robert Virgint 
Caroline Vogel  
Jonathan Wark 
Welcome Retreat Staff  
Paul Widman 
Carol Woodard 
Mary Jane Zimmerman 

PPrraayy  ffoorr  OOuurr  MMiilliittaarryy  
AAiirr  FFoorrccee::   C4C  AAnnddrreeww  BBaauuddeerrss;;  Airman 

GGrreeggoorryy  BBuurrkkee;  Amn AAnnttooiinniioo  DDiiaazz; Lt. Col.  
MMiicchhaaeell  DDrraaggoooonn;;  Capt. SStteepphheenn  HHaacckk;;  Lt. 
Col.  DDoouuggllaass  LLiinnccoollnn;;  Capt. RRyyaann  LLooyydd;;  
AAlleejjaannddrroo  MMaarrttiinneezz;;  Sgt.  JJaammeess  MMccCCoorrmmiicckk;;  
SCANG Sgt. JJoohhnn  AAnnddrreeww  MMccCCoorrmmiicckk;; 2nd Lt 
CCoonnnnoorr  MMiilllliiggaann;;  SrA.  BBeennjjaammiinn  SSaallbbeerr;; 
Airman  CChhllooee  SSccootttt;; Amn MMiicchhaaeell  FF..  YYeelllliiccoo  

AArrmmyy:: 2nd Lt. AAmmeelliiaa  AAnnddrreettttii; 1st Lt. PPaattrriicckk  
CCaammaattcchhoo;;  1st Lt.  SSaarraahh  CCaammaattcchhoo; Major 
RRoobbeerrtt CCaarraacccciilloo; SSgt. DDaarrccyy  FFiisshheerr;;  KKyyllee  
HHaawwkk;;  PFC. JJ..  PPaarrkkeerr  HHooggaann;;  Capt. JJoohhnn  
HHuugghheess;;  Pvt. CChhaazz  MMaarrggoo; Maj. DDaanniieell  
MMccCCoorrmmiicckk;;  2nd Lt .MMaarriiaa  MMoorreellll;;  PV2 
MMaatttthheeww  PPrreesssslleeyy;;  Maj. SStteepphheenn  JJ..  RRoommeeoo;;  
AAnnddrreeww  SSaannttooss;;  Capt. RRaammoonn  RRiiccaarrddoo  TTaappiiaa; 
Spl. Forces NNoollaann  TTiilllloottssoonn;;  JJoosshh  WWaaggnneerr;;  1st 
Lt. NNiicckk  WWoorrtthh    

MMaarriinneess::  LCPL. RRiicchhaarrdd  BBrreeiieerr;;  Sgt. AAnnddrreeww  
SSaalleess;;  Maj. MMaatttthheeww  SSaannttoollii;;  Cpl..  BBeenn  
HHoollddeenn;;  1st Lt. NNaatthhaannaaeell  RRuusscciioolleellllii    

NNaavvyy::  DCFN  MMaatttthheeww  JJ  BBiixxlleerr  JJrr  ;;  LCDR. 
MMaatttthheeww  GGiiaannnnoonnee;;  SR  CChhaassee  TT..  GGoollddeenn;;  Lt. 
AAllbbeerrtt  RReemmmmeeyy,,  JJrr..;;  LCDR. JJoorrddaann  MMaayyoo;;  
ENS.  RRoorryy  MMoorraann;;  OSSN.  DDaanniieell  PPrreesssslleeyy;;  
LCDR. JJeennnnaa  HHeehhnn  QQuuiisstt;;  ENS. TTyylleerr  SSppeeaarr;;  
LCDR. WWiilllliiaamm  VVeeyy;;  CTT2. ZZaacchhaarryy  WWoorrtthhaamm      

......and all service members not listed. 

 Remember In your prayers  MASS INTENTIONS 

FFoorr  tthhee  WWeeeekk  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  2255,,  22002266 
SSuunnddaayy  TThhiirrdd  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 
MMoonnddaayy  MMeemmoorriiaall  ooff  SSaaiinnttss  TTiimmootthhyy  aanndd  TTiittuuss,,  BBiisshhooppss  
  2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10; Mk 3:22-30  
TTuueessddaayy 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Mk 3:31-35 
WWeeddnneessddaayy  MMeemmoorriiaall  ooff  SSaaiinntt  TThhoommaass  AAqquuiinnaass,,  PPrriieesstt  aanndd  DDooccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  
  2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30; Mk 4:1-20 
TThhuurrssddaayy  2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14; Mk 4:21-25 
FFrriiddaayy  2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6a, 6bcd-7, 10-11; Mk 4:26-34  
SSaattuurrddaayy  MMeemmoorriiaall  ooff  SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnn  BBoossccoo,,  PPrriieesstt  
  2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Mk 4:35-41 
SSuunnddaayy  FFoouurrtthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a 

 Readings for the week 

SSuunnddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2255  
7:30 am † Geralda Capristo 
9 am Rachel Cannon 
11 am † Charles Kern 
1 pm † Esperanza Rodriguez 
4:30 pm † Joan Loughlin 
5 pm † Thomas & Ellen Barcellona 
MMoonnddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2266  
7 am Micky Nassauer 
9 am The Doolin Family 
TTuueessddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2277  
7 am Zak Kennedy 
9 am † Therese Churchill 
WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2288  
7 am † Anthony Conter 
 † Constance Harris 
6:30 pm Purgatorial Society Mass  
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2299  
7 am St. Mark Parishioners 
9 am † Timothy & Eileen Reardon 
FFrriiddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  3300  
7 am † Olivia Pate 
9 am † Michael Zitnik 
7 pm † Maria Rodriguez 
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  3311  
9 am † Nancy Breen 
5 pm Jack & Nadine Agliata 
SSuunnddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  11  
7:30 am † Maria Torres 
9 am † Charles Kern 
11 am † Eileen Marino 
1 pm The Gonzalez 
4:30 pm † Derek McDonald 
5 pm † Jose Mendoza 
 † Deceased 

Please pray for the souls of 
CCaatthheerriinnee  BBeelllloonnii  

Mother of Patty Crawford  
KKaatthhiiee  BBuunncchh  

 Mother of Ryan Bunch 
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PARISH LIFE

NNooww RReeggiisstteerriinngg:: SSmmaallll GGrroouuppss LLeenntteenn SSttuuddyy
TThhee AAccttiivvaatteedd DDiisscciippllee:: TThhee 4400--DDaayy CChhaalllleennggee wwiitthh JJeeffff CCaavviinnss
Registration is now open for our upcoming Small Groups Lenten Study “The Activated
Disciple: The 40-Day Challenge with Jeff Cavins.”
For nearly 10 years, Small Groups at St. Mark have provided parishioners with a
meaningful way to grow in faith, build authentic relationships, and feel more connected to
parish life. Whether you are new to St. Mark or have been here for decades, Small Groups
offer a welcoming space to pray together, reflect on Scripture, share life, and walk the
journey of discipleship side by side.
This Lent, we invite you to join a group—or form one of your own—as we take part in an
eight-week study designed to help solidify the daily habits of a true disciple. The Activated
Disciple is a forty-day challenge that provides practical structure for prayer, Scripture, and
intentional faith practices, helping participants move from good intentions to lasting
transformation.
Jeff Cavins explains that many people desire to pray more, read the Bible more
consistently, and live their faith more intentionally—but often lack a rhythm that makes
these practices stick. This study offers a clear and accessible framework to help you
encounter Christ multiple times each day and make walking with Jesus a natural part of
everyday life.
Small Groups are more than a study, they are about connection. They foster friendship,
accountability, encouragement, and a sense of belonging within our parish community.
Groups meet in a variety of settings and formats, making it easy to find (or create) one
that fits your schedule and comfort level.
Whether you join an existing group, invite friends to form a new one, or step into Small
Groups for the first time, this Lenten journey is an opportunity to grow spiritually while
deepening your connection to the St. Mark community.
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn iiss nnooww ooppeenn..
To register, join a group, or start a new group, visit: www.stmarknc.org/small-groups.

NNeeww ttoo SSmmaallll GGrroouuppss::
1. Select a group by clicking

“Choose a Group.”
2. Complete registration

and payment by clicking
“Registration/Payment.”

CCuurrrreenntt SSmmaallll GGrroouupp
MMeemmbbeerrss::
If your group is participating
in this study, simply register,
no need to select a group.

CCoommiinngg UUpp aatt SSaaiinntt MMaarrkk
TTuueessddaayy,, JJaannuuaarryy 2277
Prayer and Praise
JJaannuuaarryy 3300 && 3311
Fidelis January Jumpstart
SSuunnddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 11
New Member Meet and Greet
FFeebbrruuaarryy 77 aanndd 88
Women’s Welcome Retreat
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1111
Young at Heart Luncheon
Catholic Classics Concert, 7:30 pm
SSaattuurrddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1144
Marriage Date Night
SSuunnddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1155
Donut Sunday
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 1188
Ash Wednesday
FFrriiddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 2277
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry
FFeebbrruuaarryy 2288
Stewardship Renewal Weekend
SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 77
Family Ministry First Saturday Dinner
MMoonnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 99
St. Serra Mass
FFrriiddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1133
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry
SSuunn--TTuueess,, MMaarrcchh 1166--1188
Parish Mission, Benedict Croell OP
SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 2211
St. Patrick Dinner and Show
FFrriiddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 2277
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry
TTuueessddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 3311
Chrism Mass
AApprriill 22--55
Easter Triduum and Easter
SSuunnddaayy,, AApprriill 1122
Divine Mercy Sunday
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, AApprriill 2299
Young at Heart Ministry Luncheon
SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaayy 2233
Diaconate Ordination
SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaayy 3300
Priest Ordination
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““YYoouunngg  iinn  SSppiirriitt””  EExxeerrcciissee  CCllaassss      
When: Tuesdays 1- 2 pm 
Where: Family Center 
A group of parishioners gather on 
Tuesdays in the Parish Hall for fun, light 
exercise. A chair is available if needed for 
seated or standing support. The class is 
free, all seniors are welcome! 
Contact: Janet Ceraldi  
janetceraldi@gmail.com 

 Parish Life 
NNeeww  PPaarriisshhiioonneerr  MMeeeett  aanndd  GGrreeeett  
When:  Sun., Feb. 1, 10:15-11:30 am 
Where:  Parish Hall 
Are you new to St. Mark or still feeling 
new?  We’d love to welcome you 
personally at our next New Parishioner 
Meet and Greet!   
Join us after the 9 am Mass for a relaxed 
reception and a light breakfast where 
you’ll meet fellow parishioners, connect 
with our clergy, staff, and ministry leaders, 
and discover all the ways you can get 
involved in parish life.  Whether you’re 
looking for spiritual enrichment, 
community events, volunteer 
opportunities, or just friendly faces, you’ll 
find it here.  
This is a perfect way to 
ask questions, learn more 
about the parish, and 
start feeling truly at home 
at St. Mark.  Please RSVP 
at stmarknc.org/meet-
and-greet. 

PPrraayyeerr  &&  PPrraaiissee  NNiigghhtt    
When: Tues., Jan. 27:, Rosary 7 pm and Prayer and Praise 7:30 - 8:30 pm  
Where: Sanctuary  
As we begin 2026, one Scripture that comes to mind is Isaiah 43:18–19: “Remember 
not the former things, neither consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new 
thing…” 
Are you longing for a new beginning? Have personal or global burdens left you weary? 
Are you crying out to God and waiting for His response? Whether you feel like the 
prodigal who needs to come home, or the one who is already home yet needs to be 
reminded of the Father’s great love, this invitation is for you. 
We invite you to come and be renewed, refreshed, strengthened, and encouraged in 
your walk with the Lord. As Revelation 22:17 declares: “The Spirit and the Bride say, 
‘Come.’ … And let him who is thirsty come. Let him who desires take the water of life 
without price.” 
Future dates: February 24, March 24, April 14 
Contact information: Fernando 252-412-9978 (call or text) 

VVoolluunntteeeerr  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy::  FFoooodd  
PPaannttrryy  PPaarrkkiinngg  AAtttteennddaanntt    
When:  Thursdays, 9 am – 12 pm 
Where:   Nourish Up Food Pantry located 
 at Huntersville United Methodist 
 Church on Stumptown Rd. 
Join us in making a difference!  Nourish 
Up is looking for a friendly, dependable 
volunteer to help manage their parking lot 
on Thursday mornings.   
What you’ll do: 

· Welcome clients with a smile and 
assign arrival numbers 

· Keep the flow of guests moving 
smoothly into the building 

· Assist with loading groceries into cars 
Your help ensures families receive food 
with dignity and care.  If you enjoy meeting 
people and lending a hand, this is the 
perfect role for you! 
Contact Lauren Steele at 
laurenfloyd@verizon.net to get started. 
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SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp SSppoottlliigghhtt::
SStteewwaarrddiinngg tthhee LLiigghhtt
GGrroowwiinngg iinn CChhrriisstt,, SSeerrvviinngg OOnnee AAnnootthheerr,,
SShhaarriinngg OOuurr GGiiffttss,, aanndd CCoonnnneeccttiinngg iinn
FFaaiitthh
“The Lord is my light and my
salvation.” (Psalm 27:1) As children, many
of us are taught the song, “This Little Light
of Mine,” and encouraged to let the light
of Jesus joyfully shine through us to
others. When children are joyful, there is
no hiding their light. Our readings for
today share reminders of the light we
have in Christ. Stewarding His light means
living, even in the face of difficulties and
trials, as though I trust in Jesus, my
salvation.
When we struggle to feel that light,
sharing the light with others becomes
challenging, if not impossible. We are
here to help and invite you to grow your
light in Christ by connecting in faith
through one or more spiritual groups at
St. Mark. May our lives bear witness for
those who still walk in darkness.

BBee AA MMaann,, MMaarryy’’ss WWoommeenn ooff JJooyy,, RRoossaarryy
PPrraayyeerr GGrroouupp,, CCaalllleedd && GGiifftteedd,,MMeenn’’ss BBiibbllee

SSttuuddyy,, SSmmaallll GGrroouuppss,, DDiivviinnee MMeerrccyy
CCeennaaccllee,, MMeenn’’ss FFeelllloowwsshhiipp GGrroouupp,,

TThhee RReessccuuee PPrroojjeecctt,,
EEvvaannggeelliiccaall CCaatthhoolliicc,, MMiilllliioonnss ooff MMoonniiccaass,,
WWeellccoommee RReettrreeaattss,, EExxoodduuss 9900,, OOCCIIAA,,
YYoouunngg AAdduulltt MMiinniissttrryy,, FFaammiillyy MMiinniissttrryy,,
RReeggnnuumm CChhrriissttii,, HHoollyy FFaaccee DDeevvoottiioonn

VViirrttuuee ffoorr tthhee WWeeeekk:: HHuummiilliittyy
As we continue our journey through Ordinary Time, the Church invites us to grow in
the virtue of humility—the virtue that allows us to be taught, formed, and led by
Christ.
Humility is not weakness or self-diminishment. It is truthfully recognizing who we
are before God and trusting that everything we have is a gift. In the early weeks of
Ordinary Time, Jesus forms His disciples quietly and patiently, shaping their hearts
before sending them into the world. Humility makes that formation possible.
In our church, the pillar marked Humility is located in the left transept—somewhat
hidden, easily passed without notice. This placement itself reflects the nature of
the virtue. Humility does not seek attention. It does not announce itself. It is lived
faithfully, often unseen.
Beneath this pillar stands the statue of St.
John Neumann, a shepherd known not for
prominence, but for tireless service, simplicity
of life, and deep pastoral care. Though he
became a bishop, he lived humbly among his
people, giving himself fully to the work God
entrusted to him. His relic rests beneath our
altar—a quiet reminder that holiness is often
rooted in hidden fidelity rather than
recognition.
The opposite of humility is pride or self-
sufficiency, believing we can follow Christ on
our own terms. Humility turns us instead
toward trust, obedience, and openness to
grace. It teaches us to listen before acting and
to receive before being sent.
As Fr. John has encouraged us this year,
spiritual growth often means allowing God to
transform our vices into virtues. When we
choose humility—through prayer, repentance,
and teachability—we make room for God to
work more deeply within us.
As we walk with Christ through Ordinary Time,
may we ask for the grace to grow in humility,
following the quiet example of the saints who
learned to serve not for recognition, but for
love of God and His people.

SStteepphheenn MMiinniissttrryy
The Stephen Ministry is made up of St. Mark parishioners who have received extensive
training to give emotional and spiritual care/ support to fellow St. Mark parishioners as
well as to those in our community.
This ministry is a confidential, one to one opportunity to receive Christian care in a
comfortable meeting place, whether in your home, parish hall, or even in a park setting.
We all go through times of grief, children leaving home, divorce, parenting, job loss,
issues related to aging, cancer diagnosis, adjustment to retirement, medical crisis, job
stress, spiritual crisis, unemployment, stress of being a caregiver, relocation,
hospitalization, changing in living situations, terminal illness, natural disaster, chronic
health conditions, adjustment to disability, rehabilitation from illness or injury, marital
separation, pregnancy.
Stephen Ministry is here to serve you, so you don’t have to suffer alone. For more
information, please contact either Leanne Vaccaro at leanne.vaccaro@stmarknc.org or
Rich Kull at rkkull1216@gmail.com or visit our website at stmarknc.org/Stephen-
ministry.

Parish life
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Parish life
HHoommeebboouunndd EEuucchhaarriisstt MMiinniissttrryy
The St. Mark School Kindergarten students prepared 150 cards for the St. Mark
Parishioners that can no longer attend Mass. These people are served weekly by our
Clergy and dedicated Home Bound Extra-Ordinary Ministers. These cards, developed
by the St. Mark Kindergarten students were delivered to the parishioners who all
received them with great joy. They were truly touched and so grateful to the St. Mark
students and teachers for this gift of love.
The kindness of the St. Mark school truly touched over 100 people who are struggling.
Thank you and bless you from the bottom of our HBEM hearts.

CCaatthhoolliicc CCllaassssiiccss CCoonncceerrtt
When: Wed., Feb.11, 7:30 pm
Where: In the church
Join us for an evening of prayerful, joy-
filled music at our Catholic Classics
Concert, part of the new Little Flower
Concert Series.
Under the direction of Manuel Mora, the
St. Mark Choirs will lead a sing-along
concert celebrating the depth and
beauty of Catholic sacred music across
generations.
The program features works by classical
masters such as César Franck and
Franz Schubert, whose compositions
are known for their rich harmonies,
expressive melodies, and deep sense of
reverence—music that lifts the soul and
draws the listener into prayer.
Alongside these timeless classics, the
concert also includes beloved
contemporary Catholic hymns by Dan
Schutte and Marty Haugen. Their music
reflects the prayer and spirit and invites
full participation through accessible
melodies and heartfelt texts rooted in
Scripture.
This is a sing-along concert, designed
for everyone, whether you love
traditional sacred music, modern
Catholic hymnody, or simply enjoy lifting
your voice in praise with the parish
community.
All are welcome. Come listen, sing, and
experience the beauty of our Catholic
musical tradition—shared together as
one parish family.
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RRooooff AAbboovvee MMeenn’’ss SShheelltteerr MMoonntthhllyy DDiinnnneerr SSeerrvviiccee
When: Second Wednesday of Every Month
Where: Roof Above, 1210 North Tryon St., Charlotte
As we begin a new year, you may be seeking new ways to serve our community in Jesus’ name. We
invite you to consider joining this meaningful ministry serving the gentlemen who reside at the Roof
Above Tryon Campus.
On the second Wednesday of every month, volunteers prepare, cook, and serve a meal to
approximately 150 gentlemen. This is a deeply rewarding opportunity, as you can experience firsthand
the gratitude and appreciation of those we serve.
This ministry is open to volunteers of all ages and is a wonderful opportunity for middle school–aged students to serve alongside a
parent. We aim to have at least eight volunteers each month. No prior experience is required—just a cheerful spirit and a willingness to
serve.
St. Mark extends heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped serve the gentlemen of Roof Above in 2025, including Carol and Andrew
Mayernik; Jim and Lisa Martel; Kyle and Lisa Ritchie; Ellen and Brian Reichard; Neil Eibler; Kaitlin Eibler; Rita Healy; Kathy Creighton;
Robert Matsey; Bobby Matsey; and many others. Your generosity and dedication are truly appreciated. Thank you.
Information: Roofabove.org Contact: Carol Palillo, 704-363-4128, cpalillo1@gmail.com

adoration
PPrraayyeerr FFoorr PPeeaaccee ttoo MMaarryy,, TThhee LLiigghhtt OOff HHooppee
((BByy PPooppee SSaaiinntt JJoohhnn--PPaauull IIII))::

Immaculate Heart of Mary
help us to conquer the menace of evil
which so easily takes root in the hearts of the people of today,
and whose immeasurable effects
already weigh down upon our modern world
and seem to block the paths toward the future.
From famine and war,
deliver us.

From nuclear war, from
incalculable self-destruction, from every kind of war, deliver us.
From sins against human life from its very beginning, deliver us.
From hatred and from the demeaning of the dignity of the
children of God, deliver us.
From every kind of injustice in the life of society, both national
and international,
deliver us.
From readiness to trample on the commandments of God,
deliver us.
From attempts to stifle in human hearts the very truth of God,
deliver us.
From the loss of awareness of good and evil,
deliver us.
From sins against the Holy Spirit, deliver us.
Accept, O Mother of Christ,
this cry laden with the sufferings of all individual human beings,
laden with the sufferings of whole societies.
Help us with the power of the Holy Spirit to conquer all sin:

individual sin and the "sin of the world”, sin in all of its manifestations.
Let there be revealed once more in the history of the world
the infinite saving power of the redemption:
the power of merciful love.
May it put a stop to evil.
May it transform consciences.
May your Immaculate Heart reveal for all the light of hope.
Amen.

To become an adorer: register at: www.stmarknc.org/adoration
TTOO BBEE AA SSUUBB PPLLEEAASSEE CCOONNTTAACCTT ddoonnnnaa..ffooddaallee@@ssttmmaarrkknncc..oorrgg

FFoorr PPeeaaccee......
By: Donna Fodale/Adoration Coordinator
This morning at Mass I was asking the
Lord. What do you want me to ask our
Adorers to pray for this week?
Soon after that prayer someone came up
to me and handed me a sheet of paper
and said that it was a prayer for peace
written by St. John Paul II.
I love how the Holy Spirit works!
Of course, the Lord is inviting us to pray for
peace! At Fatima the Blessed Mother
asked each of us to pray for peace and the
conversion of sinners. The prayer that was
handed to me is specifically a prayer to
Mary, the Light of Hope.
Peace is a gift. Peace is something that we
should desire that everyone has. Peace in
families, communities, countries and
peace in our hearts.
True peace though, can only come from
God. When we spend time before the Lord
in Adoration, we experience that kind of
peace.
The true presence of Christ in the
Eucharist casts out the darkness and fills
us with His light, His love and His peace.
These days we see more than ever the
need for peace. This week when you visit
the Chapel, I would like to invite you to
pray from deep within your heart for
peace, through the intercession of the
Blessed Mother. Below is the prayer that
was given to me. I hope that you pray it. I
know that the Lord is listening. Scripture
tells us:
"Amen, I say to you. ‘Whatever you ask in
prayer, if you believe you will receive it,
it will be given to you.’ Says the Lord".
Mark 11: 23,24.
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SSaaiinntt MMaarrkk PPuurrggaattoorriiaall SSoocciieettyy
Saint Mark offers the opportunity for you to have your loved
ones remembered at a monthly Wednesday 6:30 pm Mass
for a calendar year. Names enrolled for the year will also be
placed on the altar during our Masses in November. To enroll
a family member, please contact the Office at 704-948-0231
or complete the form on our website at www.stmarknc.org/
purgatorial-society.
The following members were remembered on December 31,
2025
AAllbbeerrtt JJ.. EEnnddeerr,, DDoorrootthhyy AA.. EEnnddeerr,, TThhoommaass DDaannoo,, EEiilleeeenn AA..
DDaannoo,, JJaacckk aanndd DDeennnniiss DDuuttttoonn
The following members will be remembered on January 28.
JJaammeess LL.. CClleeaarryy,, GGeeoorrggee AA.. BBrroonnssoonn,, RReevv.. DDeeaaccoonn JJoosseepphh SS..
CChhiilllleemmii,, GGrraaccee EE.. CChhiilllleemmii,, GGuuiilllleerrmmoo HHaassbbuunn SSrr..

Growing home – update
GGrroowwiinngg HHoommee:: AAnn UUppddaattee oonn tthhee NNeeww RReeccttoorryy
If you’ve driven by Ranson Road lately, you’ve probably noticed the
new rectory taking shape. It’s exciting to see this long-planned part
of our Growing Home Capital Campaign becoming a visible reality.
St. Mark is blessed with an active and growing clergy presence. We
currently have our pastor, Fr. John Putnam, two parochial vicars,
Fr. Kevin Martinez and Fr. Christopher Angermeyer, and Fr. Aaron
Huber, chaplain at Christ the King High School, who lives in
residence and assists with Sunday Masses.
Throughout the year, and especially during summer, Christmas,
and Easter breaks from seminary, the rectory is also home to
upper-level seminarians and transitional deacons assigned to St.
Mark for pastoral formation. At any given time, it is not uncommon
for four to eight men to be living in the house.
The new rectory is designed to support this reality of parish life:

Allowing our priests and seminarians to live on campus, close
to the church and parishioners

Supporting daily prayer, Mass, study, and homily preparation
Making it easier to respond to hospital visits, emergencies,

and late-night calls
Providing appropriate space for fraternity, rest, and hospitality

A rectory is a working home. It is where priests pray for the parish,
prepare for the sacraments, welcome those in formation, and live
the shared life of ministry. Creating a space that supports this way
of life helps ensure that our priests can serve generously and
sustainably.
Watching the rectory rise is a visible sign that St. Mark is truly
growing home—for our parish family, for our priests, for
seminarians, and for those God may be calling to the priesthood in
the years ahead.
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HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  YYoouutthh  MMiinniissttrryy  JJaannuuaarryy 
When:  Most Sundays, 6–8 pm  
Where:  Family Center Parish Hall  
The new year is a natural time to begin again, and our High School 
Youth Ministry is resuming with a January Life Night series built 
around the seasons of the Church and the journey of faith.  
These evenings are designed especially for teens. A place to gather, 
ask questions, build friendships, and grow in faith in a way that 
feels real and welcoming.  
Each Life Night includes  

• Dinner together                    • Prayer and reflection  
• Time to connect with other teens  
• Honest conversations about faith and life  

No pressure. No need to have everything figured out. Just come as 
you are.  
Whether your teen has been involved before or is thinking about 
coming for the first time, this is a great moment to jump in. Many 
teens find that these nights become one of the highlights of their 
week, a place where they feel known, supported, and encouraged.  
High school students are invited to come, bring a friend, and be part 
of something meaningful this winter as we continue through the 
Holy Season of Christmas, Ordinary Time, and toward Lent 
together.  
SSttaayy  CCoonnnneecctteedd!!  RREEMMIINNDD  AApppp::   Class code ssmmhhssyymm22002255    
IInnssttaaggrraamm:: @stmarkncyouth 
JJooiinn  oouurr  EEmmaaiill  LLiisstt::  augustine.free@stmarknc.org.. 

 High school youth ministry 
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PPaarriisshhiioonneerr  AAssssiissttaannccee    

 

MMaassss  SScchheedduullee  
 Mon/Tue/Thu: 7, 9 am 
 Wed:  7 am, 6:30 pm 
 Fri:  7, 9 am 
 7 pm (Spanish) 
Sat:  9 am, 5 pm Vigil  
Sun:  7:30, 9, 11 am, 1 pm (Español), 5 pm 

All Masses may be watched live: stmarknc.org/livestream 
Please use Online Giving or mail in your offertory 
stmarknc.org/Online-Giving  
 

Please do not attend Mass if you are sick, have a fever or 
are in a high-risk group.  

CCoonnffeessssiioonnss    
Confessions are held 45 minutes prior to the start of Mass 
for a 30 minute duration.  
In addition, Wednesday: 6 pm — 7:15 pm and Saturday:  
3 pm — 5 pm  

RRoossaarryy  iinn  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  
Tue: 7—7:30 pm  
Wed: Immediately preceding 6:30 pm Mass 
Sat: Immediately preceding 5 pm Mass  
Sun: Immediately preceding 7:30 am Mass  

PPeerrppeettuuaall  EEuucchhaarriissttiicc  AAddoorraattiioonn  
Available in the Monsignor Bellow Adoration Chapel in the 
Family Center. See stmarknc.org/adoration for complete 
details.   

HHoossppiittaalliizzaattiioonn  
If you or your loved one are in an area hospital,  
call the Parish Office to reach one of the Priests. The 
Priests offer Confession, bring the Holy Eucharist to you or 
administer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 

BBaappttiissmmss  &&  WWeeddddiinnggss  
The use of the Church for Baptisms, Weddings and other 
Sacramental events is available to active parishioners. 
Contact the Parish Office. (Please note that weddings and 
baptisms cannot be celebrated during Lent.) 

FFiinnaanncciiaall  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  
Complimentary and confidential services are available to 
provide financial literacy training, personal financial 
coaching and/or advocacy support for you and your family. 
Contact the Parish Office. 
CCaarroolliinnaa  CCaatthhoolliicc  CCoorrnneerr  GGiifftt  &&  BBooookk  SSttoorree    
Open daily in the Family Center 
CCooffffeeee  &&  CCoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  SSoocciiaall  GGaatthheerriinngg 
Tuesdays, 9:30 am, Parish Hall.   
CCuurrssiilllloo 
Visit www.CharlotteCursillo.com for information on 
upcoming retreat weekends, ultreyas and group reunions.  

AAll--AAnnoonn   
Ellen | 704-907-8555   
AAllccoohhoolliiccss  AAnnoonnyymmoouuss 
Tom | 704-604-7739 
AAllaatteeeenn  pprrooggrraamm  
Paul G. | 704-641-0654 
DDiivvoorrccee  SSuuppppoorrtt  GGrroouupp  
For anyone going through separation and/or 
divorce. Meetings are held Monday evenings at  
7 pm in Room 204. If parish offices are closed, 
meetings are held at Lowe’s Foods, exit 23. 
Contact: divorce.support@stmarknc.org 

NNaattuurraall  FFaammiillyy  PPllaannnniinngg  
JJooee  aanndd  KKaatthhyy  HHaacckk;;  SSyymmppttoo--TThheerrmmaall  MMeetthhoodd;  
704-548-1834; hackhouse@bellsouth.net; ccli.org 
EElliissaabbeetthh  LLaasskkoowwsskkii; CCrreeiigghhttoonn  MMooddeell; 
creightonmodel@gmail.com; 484-332-9084  

CCrriissiiss  PPrreeggnnaannccyy  HHeellpp    
Community Pregnancy Center of Lake Norman:  
704-727-0535 
Catholic Charities: 704-370-3262; Birthright:  
704-975-8572; Post Abortion: 1-800-5-WE CARE 
Poor prenatal diagnosis? You’re not alone. There is help. 
benotafraid.net 
Taken Abortion Pill? It may not be too late: Abortion Pill 
Reversal 877-558-0333 or abortionpillreversal.com  

FFiinnaanncciiaall::    
St. Vincent De Paul Society: 
Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org  
  
LLiiffee  CCrriissiiss::  Stephen Ministry  
stmarknc.org/stephen-ministry  
  
FFoooodd  IInnsseeccuurriittyy::    
Parish Office 
stmarknc.org/assistance or 
Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org or  
704-948-0231, Ext. 102 

SSaaiinntt MMaarrkk  PPaarriisshh  DDiirreeccttoorryy  
ssttmmaarrkknncc..oorrgg  ||1144774400  SSttuummppttoowwnn  RRdd,,  HHuunntteerrssvviillllee  NNCC  2288007788  

Parish Office | Mon-Thur 9 am-7:30 pm, Fri 9 am-4:30 pm 
 Sun 8:15 am-12:15 pm | Phone: 704-948-0231  

PPaassttoorr    
 Very Rev. John T. Putnam, JV 

PPaarroocchhiiaall  VViiccaarrss  
 Rev. Kevin Martinez 
 Rev. Christopher Angermeyer 
 Rev. Aaron Huber (in residence) 

DDeeaaccoonnss    
 Rev. Mr. Thomas Martin 
 Rev. Mr. Richard McCarron 
 Rev. Mr. Thomas McGahey 
 Rev. Mr. Tom McMahon 
 Rev. Mr. Louis Pais  
 Rev. Mr. Ramon Tapia 

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  PPaarriisshh  OOppeerraattiioonnss  
 Scott Bruno 
 scott.bruno@stmarknc.org  
 704-948-0231, Ext. 118 

SSaaccrriissttaann    
 Sr. Mary Agnes 
 sacristan@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 211 

LLiittuurrggyy  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr//OOffffiiccee  MMaannaaggeerr  
 Emily Bixler  
 emily.bixler@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 102  

AAnnnnuullmmeennttss,,  OOCCIIAA  
 Rev. Mr. Rich McCarron 
 deacon.rich@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 113 

SSaaccrraammeenntt  AAddmmiinn//AAddoorraattiioonn  
 Donna Fodale 
 Donna.fodale@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 104 

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  SSaaccrreedd  MMuussiicc  
 Manuel Mora  
 manuel.mora@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 130 

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  FFiinnaannccee  
 Richard Cataldo 
 richard.cataldo@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 116 

HHiissppaanniicc  MMiinniissttrryy  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr  
 Emilio Gómez   
 emilio.gomez@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 117 
  

SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr  
 Karen Donahue  
 karen.donahue@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 136 

CCaalleennddaarr  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  
 Sue Bruce 
 sue.bruce@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 123 

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  EEvvaannggeelliizzaattiioonn  aanndd  
CCaatteecchheessiiss  
 Paul Laskowski 
 paul.laskowski@stmarknc.org 

 704-948-0231, Ext. 121   
DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  FFaaiitthh  FFoorrmmaattiioonn  
 Sarah Boyd (Formerly Rider) 
 sarah.boyd@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 137 

EElleemmeennttaarryy  FFaaiitthh  FFoorrmmaattiioonn  
CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr  
 Maddie Torres 
 elementary@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 124 

MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll  YYoouutthh  MMiinniissttrryy//
CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr  
 Olivia DiGiovanni 
 olivia.digiovanni@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-1306, Ext. 105  

HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  YYoouutthh  MMiinniissttrryy  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr    
 Augustine Free 
 augustine.free@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-0231, Ext. 122 

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  PPrreesscchhooooll    
 Amanda Rametta 
 amanda.rametta@stmarknc.org 
 704-948-8015 

OOffffiiccee  ooff  FFaaiitthh  FFoorrmmaattiioonn  
 Faith Formation Main Office Line:  
 704-948-0231, Ext. 103 

TTrriibbuunnaall  AAddvvooccaattee  
 Rod Brostrom 
 rnbrostrom@rcdoc.org 

BBuulllleettiinn  TTeeaamm  
 bulletin@stmarknc.org 
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Las lecturas de hoy nos recuerdan que la
mayordomía no es solo algo que hacemos,
sino que la mayordomía está en el núcleo
de quienes somos como discípulos de
Cristo.
Nuestra primera lectura, de Isaías,
contiene esta profecía de Cristo y lo que
Su mensaje salvador significaría para
todos los que lo abracen. "El pueblo que

caminó en la oscuridad ha visto una gran luz; sobre los que
habitaron en la tierra de la penumbra ha brillado una luz."
Estamos entre aquellos bendecidos sobre quienes ha brillado la
luz de Cristo. Por virtud de nuestro Bautismo, nosotros, que una
vez estuvimos en la oscuridad del pecado original, hemos
renacido en la gran luz que es la gracia de Dios en nosotros.
Somos miembros queridos de la familia de Dios.
¡Qué privilegio! Sin embargo, con este privilegio viene la
responsabilidad de vivir realmente para Dios y de llevar Sus
Buenas Nuevas a todos los que conocemos — en el trabajo, en la
escuela, en nuestra comunidad y en nuestro propio hogar — es
decir, vivir como Sus buenos mayordomos.
Y hay cierta urgencia que viene con el llamado a una forma de
vida de mayordomía, tal como vemos en nuestro pasaje del
Evangelio de Mateo. Jesús dice: "Arrepiéntense, porque el reino de
los cielos está cerca." En otras palabras, aléjate del egoísmo,
vuelve hacia Dios y vive como Su discípulo ahora — ¡no esperes!
En este mismo pasaje, los primeros discípulos nos dan ejemplos
del "sí" de un buen mayordomo cuando el Señor les llamó.
Nuestro Señor les invita a "Seguid a mí y os haré pescadores de
hombres." No dudaron, pero "de inmediato dejaron sus redes y le
siguieron." Ponen a nuestro Señor y su voluntad primero.
Esta es la esencia de una forma de vida de administración: estar
siempre preparados para las formas en que nuestro Señor nos
llama a traer Su luz a los demás. Es más que algo que hacemos:
es quienes somos. © Consultores de Gestión Católica, 2025.
RReefflleexxiióónn ppaassttoorraall – El pasado jueves se cumplió el 53º
aniversario de la decisión del Tribunal Supremo Roe vs. Wade que
legalizó el aborto. Aunque esa decisión y la posterior hayan sido
revocadas por el Tribunal, el trabajo de defensa de la vida
continúa.
Aunque la decisión del Tribunal Supremo de EE. UU. en 2022 en el
caso Dobbs contra Jackson Women's Health Organization revocó
Roe contra Wade y devolvió la regulación del aborto a los estados,
el compromiso de la Iglesia Católica con la santidad de la vida
humana sigue siendo inalterado y multifacético. Desde una
perspectiva católica, basada en las escrituras, la tradición y
enseñanzas como las del Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica (por
ejemplo, CCC 2270-2275), la defensa de la vida no está ligada
únicamente a una sentencia judicial o marco legal: es un
imperativo moral holístico que va más allá del aborto a todas las
amenazas contra la dignidad humana. Estas son las principales
razones por las que los católicos están llamados a continuar con
este trabajo:
11.. EEll aabboorrttoo ssiigguuee ssiieennddoo lleeggaall yy aacccceessiibbllee eenn mmuucchhooss lluuggaarreess,,
iinncclluuiiddaa CCaarroolliinnaa ddeell NNoorrttee
La decisión Dobbs no prohibió el aborto a nivel nacional;
simplemente descentralizó el asunto. A fecha de 2026, el aborto
sigue siendo legal en más de la mitad de los estados de EE. UU., a
menudo con pocas restricciones hasta la viabilidad o más allá en

algunos casos (por ejemplo, California, Nueva York). Millones de
abortos se realizan anualmente, y el acceso se ha ampliado
gracias a medidas como las píldoras abortivas por correo (por
ejemplo, la mifepristona). Se insta a los católicos a abogar por
leyes protectoras a nivel estatal y federal para salvaguardar a los
no nacidos, ya que la Iglesia considera el aborto directo como
intrínsecamente malo y nunca justificable.
Más allá de la legislación, esto incluye apoyar centros de
embarazo en crisis, servicios de adopción y políticas que ayudan a
mujeres que enfrentan embarazos no planeados, en línea con el
énfasis de la Iglesia en la misericordia y la caridad práctica.
22.. DDeessaaffííooss ccuullttuurraalleess yy ppoollííttiiccooss ccoonnttiinnuuooss
Las iniciativas proabortistas siguen ganando terreno, como las
medidas electorales en estados como Florida y Arizona que han
intentado consagrar el derecho al aborto en las constituciones, o
las propuestas federales para codificar protecciones similares a
Roe. La Iglesia enseña que los católicos tienen el deber de
participar en el espacio público (por ejemplo, mediante el voto, el
lobby y la educación) para contrarrestar estos esfuerzos y
promover una "cultura de vida", tal como lo articuló el Papa San
Juan Pablo II en Evangelium Vitae (1995).
A nivel mundial, las tasas de aborto siguen siendo altas, y
persisten cuestiones como la financiación internacional de
proveedores de abortos (por ejemplo, a través de la ayuda exterior
estadounidense), lo que requiere defensa a nivel internacional.
33.. LLaa ééttiiccaa pprroovviiddaa mmááss aammpplliiaa
La defensa católica provida no se limita al aborto; La
preocupación por la vida abarca todas las etapas de la vida. Esto
incluye oponerse a la eutanasia y al suicidio asistido (ahora
legales en 10+ estados de EE. UU. y partes de Canadá/Europa),
promover alternativas a la pena de muerte, la investigación con
células madre embrionarias, la trata de personas, la pobreza, la
guerra y la degradación ambiental que perjudica a los más
vulnerables.
Revocar Roe fue un hito, pero no aborda causas profundas como
la desigualdad económica, la falta de apoyo familiar ni las
presiones sociales que conducen al aborto. Los católicos están
llamados a construir una sociedad donde la vida sea bienvenida y
protegida a través de iniciativas de justicia social, haciendo eco de
los llamamientos del Papa Francisco en Fratelli Tutti (2020) para
un desarrollo humano integral.
44.. TTeessttiimmoonniioo eessppiirriittuuaall yy mmoorraall
En última instancia, la postura de la Iglesia se basa en la creencia
de que toda vida humana es sagrada, creada a imagen de Dios
(Génesis 1:27), y que proteger a los inocentes es un mandato
fundamental del Evangelio (por ejemplo, Mateo 25:40). Las leyes
pueden cambiar, pero la verdad moral no: los católicos deben dar
testimonio de esta verdad a través de la oración, la educación y el
ejemplo personal, fomentando la conversión de corazones en
lugar de depender únicamente de victorias legales.
Organizaciones como la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de EE.
UU. (USCCB) enfatizan que la lucha por la vida continúa, instando
a las parroquias a participar en iniciativas como Caminando con
Moms in Need para proporcionar un apoyo tangible.
En resumen, aunque Dobbs fue una victoria significativa, no es el
final del camino. El llamado católico a "defender la vida" es
perpetuo, impulsado por la fe, la compasión y una visión para una
sociedad justa.

DEL PASTOR
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Visit our Huntersville showroom
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Dennis Coleman, DDS 
Parishioner

www.dentistryelevated.com

Joseph Dastrup, DDS

GENERAL, FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

www.dentistryelevated.com

GENERAL, FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

460 S. Main Street, Suite #101 | Davidson, NC 28036 | 704-892-6602

Bob Gordon
516-551-7838
robert.gordon@kofc.org
Benefits Advisor

No purchase necessary. 

1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510 

Faith guides your life, 
why not your financial 
decisions?

For over 140 years, the Knights of Columbus 

has been committed to helping families plan 

their financial future and achieve economic 

security, a tradition carried on today through 

its insurance products. 

Book a complimentary financial 

needs analysis today.
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