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The four pillars of
parish stewardship
are hospitality,
prayer, formation,
and service.
Today’s readings
show us the
immense value of
prayer and the
privileged place it
must have in our

individual lives and in our parish
community.
Our Lord Himself calls us to prayer — and
persistence in prayer — in the Gospel
passage from Luke. Jesus tells the
parable of the nagging widow who finally
wears down the judge with her
unrelenting persistence in her pursuit of
a just ruling from him on her behalf.
Jesus goes to great lengths to describe
this judge, saying he “neither feared God
nor respected any human.” Yet even
this corrupt judge responds with a just
judgment because of the widow’s
persistence.
Jesus uses this outlandish example to
draw a vivid contrast between a
reluctant, dishonest judge and our
loving, all-merciful Father. If even a bad
judge will give a good result in response
to a persistent request, how much more
(infinitely more) eagerly and perfectly will
our good Father respond to our
persistent prayers to Him.
If he delays in responding, if he provides
a different response from the one we
were expecting, we can remain confident
and trusting in His goodness, knowing
that His response, whenever it comes
and in whatever form, will be the very
best one for us.
Our job then, as Christian stewards, is
simply to remain faithful to our
relationship with God through prayer. We
must lean on each other in our
communities — family and parish — as
we support each other in prayer. A
strong pillar of prayer will make all our
other stewardship
efforts fruitful. © Catholic Stewardship
Consultants, 2025
PPaassttoorraall PPoonnddeerriinngg – I have noticed for a
while now that many folks in the parish,
and many Catholics in general, seem to
have an erroneous or at least a
confused understanding of the “Sunday
obligation.” The obligation to attend
Mass on Sundays and holy days is
rooted in our fundamental obligation to

From the Pastor: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
worship God and keep the Lord’s Day
holy. In light of this, I thought it
opportune to present a summary of the
Church’s teaching in this regard. I hope
you find it helpful.
CCaatthhoolliiccss aarree oobblliiggaatteedd to attend Mass
on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation
primarily because it is a precept of the
Church, rooted in both divine law and
ecclesiastical authority. This obligation
stems from the Third Commandment
(“Remember to keep holy the Lord’s
Day”), which in Christian tradition applies
to Sunday as the day commemorating
Christ’s Resurrection, marking it as a day
of worship, rest, and renewal. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC)
explains this in detail, particularly in
sections on the precepts of the Church
and the Third Commandment.
BBiibblliiccaall aanndd TThheeoollooggiiccaall FFoouunnddaattiioonnss

• The obligation draws from Scripture,
where God commands the sanctification
of the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11;
Deuteronomy 5:12-15). For Christians,
this shifts to Sunday—the “Lord’s Day”—
to honor Jesus’ Resurrection on the first
day of the week (Acts 20:7; Revelation
1:10).

• The Eucharist is seen as the “source
and summit” of the Christian life (CCC
1324), making participation essential for
spiritual nourishment, community unity,
and fulfilling one’s relationship with God.
As CCC 2180 states, the faithful are
bound to participate in Mass on these
days to sanctify them through worship.
Holy Days of Obligation are additional
feasts (such as Christmas, Assumption
of Mary, or All Saints’ Day, varying by
region) that the Church designates as
equally important for similar reasons—
honoring key mysteries of faith, the
Virgin Mary, or saints—requiring the
same level of observance.
CChhuurrcchh LLaaww aanndd PPrreecceeppttss

• This is formalized as the first
precept of the Church: “You shall attend
Mass on Sundays and on holy days of
obligation and rest from servile
labor” (CCC 2042). It requires active
participation in the Eucharistic
celebration and abstaining from work
that hinders sanctification or rest.

• Canon Law reinforces this: “On
Sundays and other holy days of
obligation, the faithful are obliged to

participate in the Mass” (Canon 1247).
The Sunday Eucharist is described as the
“foundation and confirmation of all
Christian practice,” making attendance
obligatory unless excused by serious
reasons like illness, infant care, or a
dispensation from a pastor (CCC 2181).
Deliberately missing without such cause
is considered a grave (mortal) sin.
PPrraaccttiiccaall aanndd SSppiirriittuuaall RReeaassoonnss

• Attending Mass orients believers
toward God at the start of the week,
fosters community, and provides grace
through the sacraments. It’s not just a
rule but an opportunity for encounter
with Christ.
The Church emphasizes this as the
highest form of worship, essential even
during travel or vacations, underscoring
its priority in Catholic life.
This obligation applies to all Catholics
who have reached the age of reason
(around 7 years old) and are physically
able, with exceptions for valid
impediments.
Parents have a very important obligation
to assist their children to fulfill this
obligation. In general, children under the
age of 16 cannot get to Mass without the
assistance of the adults in their lives.
Hence, the culpability for missing Mass
usually falls to those adults rather than
the children.
In the end fulfilling the “Sunday
obligation” is more about loving God
than anything else. Do we love Him
enough to give Him at least an hour on
Sundays and holy days? It would seem
this is the least we can do in offering this
act of love to the One who loved us first.

WWhheenn iitt ccoommeess ttoo lliiffee,,
tthhee ccrriittiiccaall tthhiinngg iiss
wwhheetthheerr yyoouu ttaakkee

tthhiinnggss ffoorr ggrraanntteedd oorr
ttaakkee tthhiinnggss wwiitthh

ggrraattiittuuddee..
——GG..KK.. CChheesstteerrttoonn
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PPlleeaassee  PPrraayy  FFoorr To submit a prayer  request, visit: stmarknc.org/prayerchain 

Julie Andrews 
Sarah Armstrong 
Donald Arrup 
John & Casey Ball 
Daisy Bayona 
Deidre Beck  
Richard Biddy 
Beatrice Bilodeau  
Brian Blatchford & Family 
Virginia “Gini” Bond 
Kathy Brandt  
Dave Breen 
Helen Sally Buff  
Elaine Burkinshaw  
Carmen Cabranes 
Anne Caestecker 
Michelle Chichone  
Murphy Clark 
Beth Collins  
William Conklin 
Janice D’Angelo  
Sheila DeArmon 
Judy and Rich Deboer  
John Deluca  
Henry Diener  
Jane & William Dragoon 
James Dupree 
Barbara Dutty 
James P. Durcan 
Jack Evans 
Frances & Kai Ferell & 

Family 
Charles Fillipo 
Al Fischlein  
Joseph Fiore 
Tom Fox 
Alan Friedl & Family 
Maureen K. Frost  
Carmine Gallo  
Teri Gay 
Denny & Monica Golden 
Josette Grace 
Robert Graham  
Paige Grieshop  

Rachel Grieshop 
Hank Griffin 
John Grivizas 
Helen Haddad  
Madeline Louise Henwood 
Kevin Herman Sr. 
Hannah Hopkins 
Frank Hunnicutt III  
Jerry Jackson Jr. 
Cathi Kalberier 
Karen Kastle  
Gary Katz  
Carol & Frank Kenny 
Dennis Koenig 
Jackie Kopicki   
Peggie Lauricella 
Joan Lesch 
Marie Ligon  
Peter R. Loew 
Kitty Long 
Mary Jo Lucey 
Dr. Sivaramalingam 

Manickavasagar  
Patrick & Annette Mann 
Rosina Marcucci 
Vernon McCord   
Cathy Milligan 
Terry Milstead  
Lucille Modica  
Vincent Montoya 
Mary Morgan 
Haleigh Moss  
Elizabeth Mulligan 
Jamie Mulvihill 
Angeles Murphy 
Maria Magdalena Murphy  
Carl Muti 
Paul Nealon Jr.  
Paul Sr. and Sally Nealon  
Margaret Nelson 
The Ober Family 
Blanca Yolanda Ojeda 
Margaret Paquette 
Hazel Palmer 

The Patterson Family 
Fernando Paverpai 
John Pecoraro 
Doug Peterson 
Angela Piraino 
Gianni Piraino 
Ella Postlewait 
Nicole & Bruce Preiss 
Thomas Ranney 
Joette Reid 
Lindsay Remington 
Butch Remesch 
Lola Rodriguez  
Maria Rubinos 
Thomas Rynne 
Phyllis Searles 
Daniel Sheffield 
Deacon Ronald Sherwood & 

Family 
Mark Shields 
Sue Sia 
Todd Singh 
Robert Somerville 
Betsy Spartz  
Jeff Stark  
John Williams Stoker & 

Family 
Terri Summers 
The Tate Family 
Kenneth Terry & Family  
Cheryl Thompson  
Mike Tolbert 
Alston Torres 
Zaida Torres 
Lucia Solis Vallarino  
Robert Virgint 
Caroline Vogel  
Jonathan Wark 
Welcome Retreat Staff  
Paul Widman 
Carol Woodard 
Mary Jane Zimmerman 

 REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  MASS INTENTIONS 

PPrraayy  ffoorr  OOuurr  MMiilliittaarryy  
AAiirr  FFoorrccee::  Airman GGrreeggoorryy  BBuurrkkee;  Airman AAnnttooiinniioo  DDiiaazz; Lt. Col.  

MMiicchhaaeell  DDrraaggoooonn;;  Capt. SStteepphheenn  HHaacckk;;  Lt. Col.  DDoouuggllaass  LLiinnccoollnn;;  
Capt. RRyyaann  LLooyydd;;  AAlleejjaannddrroo  MMaarrttiinneezz;;  Sgt.  JJaammeess  MMccCCoorrmmiicckk;;  
2nd Lt CCoonnnnoorr  MMiilllliiggaann;;  SrA.  BBeennjjaammiinn  SSaallbbeerr;; Airman  CChhllooee  
SSccootttt    

AArrmmyy:: 2nd Lt. AAmmeelliiaa  AAnnddrreettttii; 1st Lt. PPaattrriicckk  CCaammaattcchhoo;;  1st Lt.  
SSaarraahh  CCaammaattcchhoo; Major RRoobbeerrtt CCaarraacccciilloo; SSgt. DDaarrccyy  FFiisshheerr;;  
KKyyllee  HHaawwkk;;  PFC. JJ..  PPaarrkkeerr  HHooggaann;;  Capt. JJoohhnn  HHuugghheess;;  Pvt. CChhaazz  
MMaarrggoo; Maj. DDaanniieell  MMccCCoorrmmiicckk;;  2nd Lt .MMaarriiaa  MMoorreellll;;  PV2 
MMaatttthheeww  PPrreesssslleeyy;;  Maj. SStteepphheenn  JJ..  RRoommeeoo;;  AAnnddrreeww  SSaannttooss;;  
Capt. RRaammoonn  RRiiccaarrddoo  TTaappiiaa; Spl. Forces NNoollaann  TTiilllloottssoonn;;  JJoosshh  
WWaaggnneerr;;  1st Lt. NNiicckk  WWoorrtthh    

MMaarriinneess::  LCPL. RRiicchhaarrdd  BBrreeiieerr;;  Sgt. AAnnddrreeww  SSaalleess;;  Maj. MMaatttthheeww  
SSaannttoollii;;  Cpl..  BBeenn  HHoollddeenn;;  1st Lt. NNaatthhaannaaeell  RRuusscciioolleellllii    

NNaavvyy::  DCFN  MMaatttthheeww  JJ  BBiixxlleerr  JJrr  ;;  LCDR. MMaatttthheeww  GGiiaannnnoonnee;;  SR  
CChhaassee  TT..  GGoollddeenn;;  Lt. AAllbbeerrtt  RReemmmmeeyy,,  JJrr..;;  LCDR. JJoorrddaann  MMaayyoo;;  
ENS.  RRoorryy  MMoorraann,,  OSSN.  DDaanniieell  PPrreesssslleeyy;;  LCDR. JJeennnnaa  HHeehhnn  
QQuuiisstt;;  ENS. TTyylleerr  SSppeeaarr;;  LCDR. WWiilllliiaamm  VVeeyy;;  CTT2. ZZaacchhaarryy  
WWoorrtthhaamm        

  and all service members not listed. 

 
    
  †Deceased 

 

 Readings for the week 

SSuunnddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  1199  
7:30 am † John Glenn McKeon Jr. 
9 am St. Mark Parishioners 
11 am Emily Fodale 
1 pm Omar, Yahir, & Matthew 
 Almanza 
4:30 pm † Kenneth Andrews 
5 pm † James F. Donaghy 
MMoonnddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2200  
7 am † Maureen Kateri Jennings 
9 am Lonnie Manns Jr. 
TTuueessddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2211  
7 am † Patricia Ann Piedmonte 
9 am † Lou Dijacamo 
WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2222  
7 am † Mrs. J. Terpening 
 † Catherine Thiemann 
6:30 pm † Patricia Nestor 
 † Gerry Gallagher 
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2233  
7 am James Tweed 
9 am The Marques Family 
FFrriiddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2244  
7 am † Marie English 
9 am † Gregory Warner 
7 pm † Norberto Fernandez 
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2255  
9 am † Helen Othling 
5 pm Respect Life Ministry 
SSuunnddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2266  
7:30 am † John Haley 
9 am Carol & Frank Dixon 
11 am St. Mark Parishioners 
1 pm Family Joya Almanza & Family 
 Garcia Almaza 
4:30 pm † Peter & Margie Stanton 
5 pm † Christopher Gamble 

SSccrriippttuurree  RReeaaddiinnggss::  FFoorr  tthhee  WWeeeekk  ooff  OOccttoobbeerr  1199,,  22002255  

SSuunnddaayy  TTwweennttyy--NNiinntthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee::  

Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; 2 Tm 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8 

MMoonnddaayy::  Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 12:13-21 
TTuueessddaayy::  Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 
17; Lk 12:35-38  

WWeeddnneessddaayy::  Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; Lk 12:39-48  

TThhuurrssddaayy::  Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 12:49-53  
FFrriiddaayy::  Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94;   Lk 
12:54-59  

SSaattuurrddaayy  ::  Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9  

SSuunnddaayy  TThhiirrttiieetthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee::  

Sir 35:12-14; 16-18; Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23; 2 Tm 4:6-8,  

16-18; Lk 18:9-14 
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 Month of the Rosary 
RRoossaarryy  MMaakkeerrss  SSpprreeaadd  DDeevvoottiioonn  
ttoo  RRoommee::  TThhee  MMaakkiinngg  ooff  11,,000000  
RRoossaarriieess    
This October—the Month of the Rosary—
our St. Mark Rosary Makers are sharing 
their love for the Blessed Virgin Mary 
with the universal Church in a beautiful 
way. The group has crafted over 1,000 
rosaries that will soon journey to Rome, 
where they will be distributed to 
seminarians, missionaries, and priests 
studying at the Pontifical University of 
Saint Thomas Aquinas (the Angelicum), a 
Dominican university serving students 
from more than 100 countries. 
The rosaries will be received and 
distributed by Fr. Benedict Croell, O.P., a 
Dominican friar who serves in 
Development and Mission Advancement 
at the Angelicum and as rector of the 
Convitto Internazionale San Tommaso 
d’Aquino, a residence for priests. 
Fr. Benedict, appointed a Missionary of 
Mercy by Pope Francis in 2016, has 
served in many ministries, including five 
years in the Dominican missions in East 
Africa. Many parishioners may remember 
him from his visit to St. Mark several 
years ago, when he led our powerful 
parish mission on the Presence of God, 
focusing on Divine Providence, the 
Divine Indwelling, and the Real Presence 
of Jesus in the Eucharist. 
This connection makes our outreach 
especially meaningful, as we join with 
the Dominican Friars and the global 
Church in fostering a deeper devotion to 
Our Lady. 
To ensure the rosaries reach their 
destination safely, parishioners Chris 
and Kelly Fernandez and their family will 
hand-deliver them to Rome during the 
first week of November, a true family 
mission! In addition to this international 
effort, our Rosary Makers continue to 
craft hundreds of rosaries for parish 
needs and special requests, including for 
Baptisms, Confirmations, and the Boy 
Scouts. We recently sent 100 rosaries to 
St. Agnes Church in WV at the request of 
a parishioner as they do not have 
enough rosaries.  
Please keep our dedicated Rosary 
Makers—and all who will receive these 
rosaries—in your prayers as together we 
help spread the peace and love of 
Mary’s intercession throughout the 
world. 

OOuurr  LLaaddyy  UUnnddooeerr  ooff  KKnnoottss  
RRoossaarryy  MMaakkeerr’’ss    MMiinniissttrryy  

When: Sat., Oct. 25; 10 am 
Where: Parish Hall Room 204  
Would you like to be a part of the 
ministry devoted to making 
rosaries? Everyone is Welcome!  
What a beautiful way to share your 
talent while evangelizing the Rosary.  
Whether you are a beginner (we will 
teach you) or someone who has 
been making Rosaries for years, we 
need you!  
If you enjoy making things with your 
hands, have a devotion to the 
Blessed Mother and the Rosary 
please consider becoming part of 
this Ministry. You can make rosaries 
at home or join us on October 25.  
If you plan on joining us, please call 
or email Sharon Torczynski, 
sharon.torczynski@stmarknc.org 

   

Photo: Fr. Benedict Croell, O.P., at St. 
Mark in 2016 and the Fernandez 
children making rosaries.  
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Adult programs
YYoouunngg AAdduulltt MMiinniissttrryy
If you are 21 -39 and looking for ways to connect with
other faithful, our Young Adult Ministry would love to
have you join them. Activities include both group study
and social events. This group may be especially helpful
for those new to the parish or otherwise looking to build
new friendships.
The best way to learn about upcoming
events for this ministry is through their
GroupMe address: by scanning the QR
code. Contact: Sean Meier at
seanmeier1@gmail.com

SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp SSppoottlliigghhtt:: EExxoodduuss 9900
“Jesus told his disciples a parable about the necessity for them to pray
always without becoming weary.” (Luke 18:1) Living our vocations can be
difficult, especially when we try to do things alone. As today's reading from
Exodus shows, whether fighting on the front lines or leading others, we can
overcome weariness when friends support us and help us persevere.

Exodus 90 invites men 18 and older to join a brotherhood seeking freedom from habits that prevent them from fully living their
callings and growing closer to God and others.
Exodus 90 focuses on aesthetic disciplines, promoting the virtues of faith, self-control, patience, and fortitude. “Proclaim the word; be
persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.” (2 Timothy
4:2) The St. Mark group meets on Saturday mornings at 7 am in the Kerin Center, or at the picnic tables, or in the Narthex if there are
conflicts. To learn more, visit exodus90.com or contact St. Mark parishioner Paul Foret at pbforet@gmail.com.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SSiinngglleess 4455++ FFeelllloowwsshhiipp EEvveenntt
When: Sun., Oct. 19; 4-8 pm
Where: Torrence and Knox, 20936
Torrence Chapel Rd, Cornelius
Please join us for a
relaxed, fun afternoon of
fellowship. Come connect,
make new friends and
build community. Feel free
to bring a friend! We’d love
to see everyone again! Please RSVP using
code so we can plan for you. Questions:
45plussingles@gmail.com

LLuunncchh aanndd LLeeaarrnn:: CCrriimmee
PPrreevveennttiioonn iinn OOuurr CCoommmmuunniittiieess
When: Mon., Oct. 20; 11 am-1 pm
Where: Parish Hall
Officer Matthew Choice,
Huntersville PD, along
with his crime
investigators will raise
awareness on crime in
the Lake Norman area.
They will provide safety tips
to avoid becoming a victim as well as the
influx of illegal drugs infiltrating our
community.
A complimentary lunch is included.
Registration required.
RSVP: Kevin & Janet Urban,
urbkev@yahoo.com, 704-689-3847

SSttrruugggglliinngg wwiitthh QQuueessttiioonnss AAbboouutt
SSeeppaarraattiioonn oorr DDiivvoorrccee??
When: Mon., Oct. 27, 7 pm
Where: Parish Hall
If you or someone you know is facing the
challenges of separation or divorce, you
are not alone. St. Mark Catholic Church is
offering a special opportunity to speak
with a member of the CChhaarrlloottttee
MMeecckklleennbbuurrgg BBaarr AAssssoocciiaattiioonn—completely
free of charge.
If you have specific questions, please
submit them by October 20
to ddiivvoorrccee..ssuuppppoorrtt@@ssttmmaarrkknncc..oorrgg..
This is a confidential and supportive
setting, open to all seeking clarity or
guidance during a difficult time. This
should not be considered a substitute for
a consultation to obtain individual legal
advice and is provided as a broad
overview of the Family Law/divorce
process in Mecklenburg County, North
Carolina, generally.

Adult Programs
SSppeecciiaall TTaallkk:: EEmmiillyy HHooggaann
CCaarriinngg CCoonnvveerrssaattiioonnss:: SSuuppppoorrttiinngg TTeeeennss && YYoouunngg AAdduullttss TThhrroouugghh
MMeennttaall HHeeaalltthh CChhaalllleennggeess
When: Thurs., Nov. 6, 6:30 pm
Where: Family Center Parish Hall
Who: Parents and Loved Ones of High School

Students and Young Adults
AAbboouutt tthhee TTaallkk
Suicide and self-harm are deeply painful issues in
our communities, but they're also preventable. Join
us for a thoughtful and compassionate evening with
EEmmiillyy HHooggaann,, MMSS,, MMSSWW,, LLCCSSWWAA, as she returns to
the parish to lead a talk focused on the emotional
well-being of young people. Geared toward parents,
grandparents, teachers, youth ministers, and other
caregivers, this session will explore current trends in
adolescent and young adult mental health, with a
special emphasis on how we can better support
those we love.
During the session, Emily will:

• Review what the research tells us about adolescent and young adult mental
health today
• Describe common signs and symptoms of depression and suicidal thinking
• Outline important risk and protective factors
• Offer practical strategies for approaching difficult conversations about mental
health and suicide
• Provide an overview of local and national community resources and supports
While this talk is limited to caregivers, we may plan a future session specifically
tailored for teens and young adults themselves. There will be time for Q&A and
resource handouts will be provided.
Emily Hogan, MS, MSW, LCSWA is a St. Mark parishioner and a clinical therapist at Clover
Counseling, PLLC in Huntersville. Emily spent eight years working at colleges and
universities, including Davidson College, helping young adults navigate mental health
concerns within the college environment. Emily specializes in supporting adolescents and
young adults with anxiety, depression, eating disorders/disordered eating, relationship
conflicts, personality disorders, and many other mental health concerns. Over the past
twelve years, Emily has taught numerous Mental Health First Aid USA courses to increase
community awareness surrounding mental health concerns. She is passionate about
improving mental health awareness and response within the Catholic community.

CChhaarrlleess FFrraauunnee,, ““TThhee MMoosstt PPoowweerrffuull SSaaiinnttss iinn EExxoorrcciissmmss::
WWhhaatt EExxoorrcciissttss WWaanntt YYoouu ttoo KKnnooww””
When: Mon., Nov 10, 6:30 pm
Where: Kerin Family Center Parish Hall
In this talk, based on his recent book, The Most Powerful
Saints in Exorcisms: What Exorcists Want You to Know
Charles Fraune will present the inspiring teachings about the
saints, their power to help us, and their wondrous presence
in the life of the Church, including within the ministry of
exorcists.
Charles Fraune’s books have been endorsed by bishops,
exorcists, and those working in deliverance ministry. This talk
is recommended for high school students and older.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CCoommiinngg  UUpp  aatt  
SSaaiinntt  MMaarrkk  

 

SSaattuurrddaayy   OOccttoobbeerr  1188  
Thanksgiving Food Drive Begins 
MMoonnddaayy   OOccttoobbeerr  2200  
Lunch and Learn 
Astralis Concert Series, 7 pm 
TThhuurrssddaayy     OOccttoobbeerr  2233  
Estate Planning Seminar 
SSaattuurrddaayy   OOccttoobbeerr  2255  
Called and Gifted Workshop 
SSuunnddaayy   OOccttoobbeerr  2266  
New Member Meet and Greet 
TTuueessddaayy   OOccttoobbeerr  2288  
Lord of Miracles Mass (sp) 

 Adult Programs 

MMaarrrriiaaggee  RReettrreeaatt  
When:  Fri-Sun., Oct 24-26 
Where:  Belmont Abbey College 
Experience the power of intentional 
marriage formation within a Catholic 
small-group community. 
At this Evangelization Retreat, you will 
grow in faith with your spouse, improve 
your marriage, and form deep 
relationships with other married couples 
in your faith community. 
Domestic Church can help you find the 
tools, friendships, and resources to live 
your vocation with your spouse, together 
as a couple. 
The Retreat takes place Friday, October 
24 from 6-8 pm; Saturday 8 am-2 pm, 
and Sunday 8 am-4 pm at Belmont 
Abbey College. Cost is $125 couple and 
includes Sunday Mass, meals for 
Saturday and Sunday, and all retreat 
materials. 
Contact Patrick & Jessica Kelty at  
region14@domesticchurchfamilies.com 
Nursing infants are welcome; no childcare. 
For registration, scholarships, and 
complete information: 
domesticchurchfamilies.com or QR Code.  

FFrriiddaayy   OOccttoobbeerr  3311    
All Saints Day Relics in Church 
SSaattuurrddaayy   NNoovveemmbbeerr  11  
All Saints Day Relics and Art Show 
Catholic Charities Furniture Collection  
SSuunnddaayy   NNoovveemmbbeerr  22  
Christmas Giving Tree Gift Campaign 
TThhuurrssddaayy   NNoovveemmbbeerr  66  
Special Suicide Talk: Emily Hogan 
SSaattuurrddaayy  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy   NNoovveemmbbeerr  88  aanndd  99  
Men’s Welcome Retreat 
MMoonnddaayy   NNoovveemmbbeerr  1100  
Charles Fraune Talk on Spiritual Warfare 
SSaattuurrddaayy   NNoovveemmbbeerr  1155  
Mass of Consolation 

WWeeddnneessddaayy   NNoovveemmbbeerr  1199  
Young at Heart Luncheon 
SSuunnddaayy   NNoovveemmbbeerr  3300  
Advent Begins, St. Nicholas Brunch 
SSaattuurrddaayy   DDeecceemmbbeerr  66  
First Saturday Dinner 
MMoonnddaayy   DDeecceemmbbeerr  88  
Immaculate Conception 
Holy Day of Obligation, Offices closed 
TTuueessddaayy   DDeecceemmbbeerr  99  
Prayer and Praise 
SSaattuurrddaayy   DDeecceemmbbeerr  1133  
Parish-Wide Holiday Celebration 
TThhuurrssddaayy   DDeecceemmbbeerr  2255  
Christmas, Holy Day, Offices closed 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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NNeeww PPaarriisshhiioonneerr MMeeeett && GGrreeeett
When: Sun., Oct. 26, Noon
Where: Family Center Parish Hall
Are you new to the parish, or still feel new?
Would you like to learn more about St. Mark
and connect with other parishioners?
Each quarter we host a New Member Meet and Greet designed
to bring people together and get to know more about the
parish.
We will have our fall New Parishioner Meet and Greet after the
11 am Mass next Sunday. Please join us for a light lunch, a
chance to meet one another, and a warm St. Mark welcome!
Please RSVP so we can plan:stmarknc.org/meet-and-greet or
scan code.

stewardship

TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg FFoooodd DDrriivvee
VVoolluunntteeeerrss NNeeeeddeedd!!
When: Sat. & Sun, Oct. 18/19, 25/26,

Nov. 1/2
Where: Outside Before Masses
We need A LOT of volunteers for the next
three weekends to hand out grocery bags
(October 18/19) then help collect food
donations before every Mass (Oct. 25/26
and Nov 1/2.)
All ages are welcome; children under 6th
grade should have a parent with them.
It takes a team to make this happen!
Volunteers help greet parishioners bringing
donations, move food from the Narthex
collection bins, and load items into our
storage trailer.
After all donations are received, we’ll sort
and prepare everything to be shared with
families in need within our community.
This is a wonderful opportunity to live out a
Corporal Work of Mercy — feeding the
hungry.
Please sign up at
stmarknc.org/Thanksgiving or scan the QR
code to volunteer.

Thank you to volunteer
KC Shinners for organizing
this annual outreach effort.

SStt.. MMaarrkk GGrroouunnddss,, AAddoorraattiioonn aanndd CChhiillddrreenn
FFoorr eevveerryyoonnee’’ss ssaaffeettyy,, pplleeaassee rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt cchhiillddrreenn sshhoouulldd
aallwwaayyss bbee aaccccoommppaanniieedd bbyy aann aadduulltt wwhhiillee iinn tthhee cchhuurrcchh oorr
ppaarriisshh bbuuiillddiinnggss,, iinncclluuddiinngg tthhee ppaarriisshh hhaallll..
At St. Mark, we love seeing children grow in faith and learn the
beauty of prayer before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
Parents, we warmly encourage you to bring your little ones to
Adoration and help them discover the peace of being with our
Lord.
As you do, please help your children understand that the
chapel is a place of quiet prayer and reverence, where others
are spending time with Jesus. We know that little voices can’t
always be silent, but gentle guidance helps them learn how
special this time and place are.
Thank you for helping us make our parish a place of prayer
and peace for all!!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 stewardship 

Please make a 
donation  

to the 2025 DSA 
today! 

CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhaarriittiieess  HHoouusseehhoolldd  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  
When:  Sat., Nov. 1; 9:30-11 am 
Where:  St. Mark Parking Lot 
St. Mark partners with Catholic Charities to support its program 
which provides furniture and houseware items for families in 
need. We thank the many parishioners and volunteers who 
have helped with the donation and collection of furniture and 
household items. We are incredibly grateful to all of you for 
doing corporal works of mercy and providing much needed 
support to those in greater need. Through your generosity and 
spirit of community outreach St. Mark parishioners have 
delivered numerous essential items to families in need and 
extended a helping hand to our neighbors.  
HHoouusseewwaarreess  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  DDeettaaiillss   NNeeww  oorr  GGeennttllyy  
UUsseedd  IItteemmss  OOnnllyy::  
Please bring items from THIS LIST ONLY to the St. Mark 
parking lot between 9:30-11 am. The list is very specific based 
upon the needs. Volunteers will receive the donations and load 
them into cars for delivery:   
PPlleeaassee  ddoo  nnoott  bbrriinngg  ffuurrnniittuurree  ddoonnaattiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  ppaarrkkiinngg  lloott..  
  
  
  
  
  
  

FFuurrnniittuurree  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  DDeettaaiillss::  
All furniture donations must be made at least one week in 
advance by emailing CatholicCharitiesOALead@stmarknc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
WWee CCaannnnoott AAcccceepptt::  TV cabinets/large armoires/entertainment 
centers/tall bookcases; TVs (non-flat screen, or bigger than 43 
inches, or heavier than 25 lbs.; mattresses; headboards/
footboards/bed frames; office equipment, desks, or chairs; nor 
file cabinets. 

If you would like to help with this collection, 
please contact our Catholic Charities leader Bob 
Langbo. CatholicCharitiesOALead@stmarknc.org 

WWhhaatt  WWee  CCaann  CCoolllleecctt:  
BBaakkiinngg  PPaannss  99xx1133  oorr  llaarrggeerr  
BBaatthh  TToowweell  SSeettss,,  hhaanndd  
ttoowweellss//wwaasshhccllootthhss  
CCaasssseerroollee  DDiisshheess  
CCooffffeeee  PPoottss//MMaakkeerrss  

MMiiccrroowwaavvee  OOvveennss  ((ssmmaallll))  
PPoottss  aanndd  PPaannss  sseettss  
SShhoowweerr  CCuurrttaaiinnss//LLiinneerrss//
RRiinnggss  
TTooaasstteerrss  

WWhhaatt  WWee  CCaann  AArrrraannggee  ttoo  PPiicckk  UUpp:: 
KKiittcchheenn  TTaabblleess//CChhaaiirrss  ((ttaabblleess  66fftt  mmaaxx  ssiizzee;;  nnoo  bbaarr  ssttoooollss)),,  
DDrreesssseerrss  ((mmaaxx  55  fftt  lloonngg)),,  SSooffaass  ((nnoo  sslleeeeppeerr  oorr  rreecclliinneerr  ssooffaass  
oorr  ffuuttoonnss  oorr  iirrrreegguullaarr--sshhaappeedd  sseeccttiioonnaallss)),,  EEnndd//CCooffffeeee//
BBeeddssiiddee  TTaabblleess,,  UUpphhoollsstteerreedd  CChhaaiirrss  

WWoorrlldd  MMiissssiioonn  SSuunnddaayy  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  TThhiiss  WWeeeekk  
 World Mission Sunday is the annual worldwide Eucharistic 
celebration for the Missions and missionaries of the world. This 
is a global effort for the entire Church to provide for the building 
up of more than 1,000 local churches in Asia, Africa, the Pacific 
Islands and parts of Latin America and Europe. Through the 
work of these churches and their witness to Christ, the poor 
receive practical help and experience God’s love and mercy, His 
hope and peace. 
The envelope for this collection is part of your parish envelope 
packet. You can drop the envelope in the basket, or make an 
online donation at www.osvhub.com/stmarknc/giving/funds/
world-mission-sunday.  

AAllll  SSoouullss  DDaayy  SSppiirriittuuaall  RReemmeemmbbrraannccee  
In celebration of All Souls Day, we will remember our deceased 
loved ones during our All Souls Day Masses on Sunday, 
November 2, and throughout November. You can turn your 
envelope in the Offertory baskets in the Narthex, to the office, 
or you may submit an online version at www.stmarknc.org/
AllSouls.   

AA  NNoottee  oonn  AAllll  SSaaiinnttss  DDaayy::  
 All Saints’ Day (November 1) is not a holy day of obligation 

because it falls on a Saturday and the obligation is lifted 
according to U.S. bishops’ norms. As such, we will not have a 

cemetery Mass nor a Mass of Remembrance this year. We will 
still have our annual relic veneration on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SStteepphheenn MMiinniissttrryy
The Stephen Ministry is
made up of St. Mark
parishioners who have
received extensive
training to give
emotional and spiritual
support to fellow St.
Mark parishioners as

well as to those in our community. This
ministry is a confidential, one to one
opportunity to receive Christian care in a
comfortable meeting place, whether in
your home, parish hall, or even in a park
setting.
We all go through times of: Grief, Children
leaving home, Divorce, Parenting, Job
Loss, Issues Related to Aging, Cancer
Diagnosis, Adjustment to Retirement,
Medical crisis, Job stress, Spiritual Crisis,
Unemployment, Stress to Being a
Caregiver, Relocation, Hospitalization,
Changes in Living, Situations, Terminal
Illness, Natural Disaster, Chronic Health
Conditions, Adjustment to Disability,
Rehabilitation from Illness or Injury,
Marital Separation, and Pregnancy.
Stephen Ministry is here to serve you, so
you don’t have to suffer alone. For more
information, please contact either Rich
Kull at rkull@optonline.net Leanne
Vaccaro leanne.vaccaro@stmarknc.org or
visit our website at stmarknc.org/
Stephen-ministry.

Parish life
UUppccoommiinngg EEMMHHCC TTrraaiinniinngg
When: Sun., Oct. 19, 6 pm
Where: In the Church
Training will be offered on Sunday,
October 19 after the 5 pm Mass for
anyone interested in becoming an
Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion (EMHC). The sessions will
take 1 1/2 hours to complete. Safe
Environment requirements must be met,
and other information is also required.
If interested, please contact Ralph
Wearsch at rwearsch.em@gmail.com.

FFrr.. KKeevviinn MMaarrttiinneezz PPiillggrriimmaaggee ttoo FFaattiimmaa,, SSppaaiinn && LLoouurrddeess
When: May 24-June 4, 2026
Where: Fatima, Spain, Lourdes
Join Father Kevin Martinez and Woodard Luxury Travel for an unforgettable 12-day
pilgrimage through Fatima, Spain, and Lourdes—a sacred adventure filled with faith, food,
fun, and awe-inspiring beauty!
TTrriipp HHiigghhlliigghhttss IInncclluuddee: The miraculous site of Fatima, where the Virgin Mary appeared to
three shepherd children. A visit to the birthplace of St. Teresa of Avila, one of the great
Doctors of the Church. Time to explore the vibrant culture and stunning sights of Madrid,
Zaragoza, and La Rioja. A tour of Burgos Cathedral, a breathtaking UNESCO World Heritage
Site. A moving experience in Lourdes, complete with the moving candlelight procession!
Whether you're deepening your spiritual journey or exploring Europe's holy gems, this trip is
sure to uplift your heart and soul. Space is limited—don’t miss this chance to travel with
purpose and joy!
Reserve your spot today and make memories that will inspire you for a
lifetime. More Information: www.WoodardLuxuryTravel.com/events-trips
Contact: Donny Woodard, 980-483-3620, or
dwoodard@WoodardLuxuryTravel.com

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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DDrreexxeell HHiigghh SScchhooooll PPaarreenntt
IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn NNiigghhtt
When: Thurs, Oct.30; 6 pm
Where: St. Mark Parish House
Come and learn about Drexel High
School, a Classical high school in the
Catholic tradition!
Parents and students: please join us as
Drexel High’s faculty and headmaster
discuss the school’s approach to a
Classical education in the Catholic
tradition. Learn about our mission,
scheduling a visit, how to enroll, and
scholarship opportunities. Light
refreshments and snacks
will be provided.
Please scan the QR code to
RSVP! Visit us at
drexelhigh.org or email
admissions@drexelhigh.or
for more information!

youth ministry

HHiigghh SScchhooooll LLiiffee TTeeeenn OOffff UUnnttiill
NNoovv.. 99::
October 19 - NO High School Event
October 26 - NO High School Event
November 2 - Hope Arrives
November 9 - Hope Lives On

HHiigghh SScchhooooll YYoouutthh MMiinniissttrryy BBiibbllee
SSttuuddyy
When: Tuesdays; 6-7 pm
Where: Room 203, Kerin Family Center
This Bible Study is open to all high school
students and consists of 30 mins of
hanging out, snacking, chatting, and/or a
game, and then 30 mins of Bible Study.
It's a very simple event, and a good
opportunity to set aside some time during
the week for Catholic friendship and for
time with God in prayer.

SSttaayy CCoonnnneecctteedd!!
RREEMMIINNDD AApppp::
Class code ssmmhhssyymm22002255
IInnssttaaggrraamm:: @stmarkncyouth
SSuunnddaayy BBuulllleettiinn -- Updated
Weekly
EEmmaaiill LLiisstt:: augustine.free@stmarknc.org

AAllll SSaaiinnttss DDaayy AArrtt SShhoowwccaassee
Celebrate the Saints through Art!
All parishioners—kids, teens, adults, and families—are invited to participate in our All
Saints Day Art Showcase! Create a project that helps others learn about and be inspired
by your favorite saint’s life.
Bring your submissions between October 25–31 and then see them on November 1 (All
Saints Day)
Your artwork can take any form—poster, drawing, painting, collage, sculpture, poem,
song, video, craft, or any creative expression you love!
Include in your project:
• SSaaiinntt’’ss nnaammee aanndd ffeeaasstt ddaayy
• WWhheenn aanndd wwhheerree tthheeyy lliivveedd
• KKeeyy mmoommeennttss iinn tthheeiirr lliiffee
• TThheeiirr vviirrttuueess aanndd ggoooodd wwoorrkkss
• WWhhyy tthheeyy iinnssppiirree yyoouu
Sign up online using the QR code above or visit stmarknc.org for details.
Questions? Contact Maddie Torres at maddie.torres@stmarknc.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 adoration  Respect life Month 

EElleeccttiioonn  22002255  NNoovveennaa  
When:  Mon., Oct. 27-Tues., Nov. 5, 5:30-5:45 pm 
Where:  In the Church 
The Respect Life Committee and the Holy Face Prayer Group 
are once again organizing our annual election novena in the 
nine days leading up to the election. Please join us in the 
church from October 27-Novenber 5, 5:30-5:45 pm to pray a 
parish-wide novena. Note, you will need to pray the novena at 
home on Saturday, November 1 and Sunday, November 2 
(you can also pray the novena each day at home.) 
NNoovveennaa  PPrraayyeerr::  
Oh my Jesus! Cast upon us a look of mercy Turn Thy Face to-
wards each one of us even as Thou didst turn to Veronica, not 
that we may see It with the eyes of our body, for we do not de-
serve to do so. But turn It towards our hearts, that being sus-
tained by Thee, we may ever draw from that powerful source, 
the vigor necessary to enable us to wage the combats we have 
to undergo. Amen.  Through the merits of Thy Precious Blood 
and Thy Holy Face, O Jesus, grant us our petition:  May voters 
choose elected leaders who will uphold the dignity of every hu-
man life, sanctity of marriage, liberty of the Church and her 
members; and may the newly elected officials be guided by the 
Holy Spirit as they fulfill their positions.  Mary, our Mother, and 
St Joseph, pray for us. Amen.~ 

PPrraayyeerr  ffoorr  tthhee  EElleeccttiioonn::  CCoonnsseeccrraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  EElleeccttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  
BBlleesssseedd  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy  
Mary Immaculate, living tabernacle of the Divinity, where the 
eternal Wisdom lies hidden to be adored and served by angels 
and men, Queen of heaven and of earth, beneath whose sway 
are subject all things that are lower than God, Patroness of the 
United States of America, sorrowful and mindful of our own sin-
fulness and the sins of our nation, we come to thee, our refuge 
and hope. Knowing that our country cannot be saved by our own 
works and mindful of how much our nation has departed from 
the ways of thy Son, we humbly ask that thou wouldst turn thine 
eyes upon our country to bring about its conversion.  
We consecrate to thee the integrity of the upcoming election 
and its outcome, so that what is spiritually and morally best for 
the citizens of our country may be accomplished, and that all of 
those who are elected would govern according to the spiritual 
and moral principles which will bring our nation into conformity 
with the teachings of thy Son. Give grace to the citizens of this 
land so that they will choose leaders according to the Sacred 
Heart of thy Son, that His glory may be made manifest, lest we 
be given the leaders we deserve. Trusting in the providential 
care of God the Father and thy maternal care, we have perfect 
confidence that thou whilst take care of us and will not leave us 
forsaken. O Mary Immaculate, pray for us. Amen. (Composed by 
exorcist Fr. Chad Ripperger) 

AAfftteerr  tthhee  HHoollyy  EEuucchhaarriisstt,,  tthhee  HHoollyy  RRoossaarryy  iiss  tthhee  
MMoosstt  PPoowweerrffuull  WWeeaappoonn  ffoorr  FFiigghhttiinngg  tthhee  DDeevviill  aanndd  
tthhee  SShhoorrtteesstt  LLaaddddeerr  ffoorr  CClliimmbbiinngg  iinnttoo  HHeeaavveenn..  SStt..  
CCaarrlloo  AAccuuttiiss   
By: Donna Fodale/ Adoration Coordinator  
As you may know the month of October is dedicated to the Holy 
Rosary. There are so many great homilies that have been given on 
the importance of praying the Rosary.  
There was one homily that I heard on the feast day of the Holy 
Rosary that really struck me. The priest was sharing the importance 
of praying the Rosary in Adoration. He mentioned that it was the 
perfect place to pray the rosary. When you pray the Rosary, you are 
meditating on the life of Jesus.  What better place to meditate on 
the life of Christ then when you are sitting right before him in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  
I have to say that I do enjoy praying both the Rosary and the 
Chaplet in the Chapel. The quietness of the Chapel with our Lord 
before us can help us better enter into the mysteries that we are 
meditating on.  
There have been many miracles that are attributed to praying the 
rosary. According to sacred tradition, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
gave 15 promises to Blessed Alan de la Roche and Saint Dominic 
for those who faithfully pray the Rosary. I have included just a few 
of them in this bulletin piece. We also know that In Fatima, during 
the apparitions, the Blessed mother asked the children to pray the 
Rosary for peace in the world. 
I would like to invite you to go to the chapel and offer a Rosary for 
peace and for all the intentions you carry in your heart.  
I remember seeing an old movie and the scene showed two men 
that were going to fight. One man said to the other. Go ahead, 
choose your weapon. Of course he chose the one that seemed to 
be most powerful. 
For us, the Rosary is that weapon. Know that the Rosary is a 
powerful weapon that helps us grow in holiness, conquer sin and 
draws us deeper into a relationship with Christ through the 
intercession of the Blessed Mother. BBeellooww  aarree  aa  ffeeww  ooff  tthhee  
PPrroommiisseess  tthhee  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy  ggaavvee  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ffaaiitthhffuullllyy  pprraayy  tthhee  
RRoossaarryy::    
• TThhoossee  wwhhoo  ffaaiitthhffuullllyy  sseerrvvee  mmee  bbyy  tthhee  rreecciittaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  RRoossaarryy

sshhaallll  rreecceeiivvee  ssiiggnnaall  ggrraacceess..
• II  pprroommiissee  mmyy  ssppeecciiaall  pprrootteeccttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  ggrraacceess  ttoo  aallll

tthhoossee  wwhhoo  sshhaallll  rreecciittee  tthhee  RRoossaarryy..
• TThhee  RRoossaarryy  sshhaallll  bbee  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  aarrmmoorr  aaggaaiinnsstt  hheellll..  IItt  wwiillll  ddeessttrrooyy

vviiccee,,  ddeeccrreeaassee  ssiinn,,  aanndd  ddeeffeeaatt  hheerreessiieess..
• TThhee  rreecciittaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  RRoossaarryy  wwiillll  ccaauussee  vviirrttuuee  aanndd  ggoooodd  wwoorrkkss  ttoo

fflloouurriisshh..  IItt  wwiillll  oobbttaaiinn  ffoorr  ssoouullss  tthhee  aabbuunnddaanntt  mmeerrccyy  ooff  GGoodd..  IItt  wwiillll
wwiitthhddrraaww  tthhee  hheeaarrttss  ooff  mmeenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  iittss
vvaanniittiieess  aanndd  wwiillll  lliifftt  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  ddeessiirree  ooff  eetteerrnnaall  tthhiinnggss..  OOhh,,  tthhaatt
ssoouullss  wwoouulldd  ssaannccttiiffyy  tthheemmsseellvveess  bbyy  tthhiiss  mmeeaannss..

• TThhee  ssoouull  wwhhiicchh  rreeccoommmmeennddss  iittsseellff  ttoo  mmee  bbyy  tthhee  rreecciittaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee
RRoossaarryy  sshhaallll  nnoott  ppeerriisshh..

• TThhoossee  wwhhoo  rreecciittee  mmyy  RRoossaarryy  ddeevvoouuttllyy,,  aappppllyyiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  ttoo
tthhee  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ooff  iittss  ssaaccrreedd  mmyysstteerriieess,,  sshhaallll  nneevveerr  bbee
ccoonnqquueerreedd  bbyy  mmiissffoorrttuunnee..  IInn  hhiiss  jjuussttiiccee,,  GGoodd  wwiillll  nnoott  cchhaassttiissee
tthheemm;;  nnoorr  sshhaallll  tthheeyy  ppeerriisshh  bbyy  aann  uunnpprroovviiddeedd  ddeeaatthh,,  ii..ee..,,  bbee
uunnpprreeppaarreedd  ffoorr  hheeaavveenn..  SSiinnnneerrss  sshhaallll  ccoonnvveerrtt..  TThhee  jjuusstt  sshhaallll
ppeerrsseevveerree  iinn  ggrraaccee  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  eetteerrnnaall  lliiffee..

Please prayerfully consider committing to a weekly Holy Hour 
Register at: www.stmarknc.org/adoration  
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 Knights of Columbus 

2255tthh  &&    5500tthh  WWeeddddiinngg  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn    
When: Sun., Oct. 26, 3 pm 
Where:  Cathedral of St. Patrick. Charlotte 
If you were married during 1975 or 2000, you are invited to the 
annual Diocesan Anniversary Mass at The Cathedral of Saint 
Patrick. Limit  2 guests per couple. Register by scanning the QR 
code. 

 Other opportunities 

JJooiinn  tthhee  KKnniigghhttss  ooff  CCoolluummbbuuss  
When:  Mon., Nov. 3, 6:30 pm 
Where:  Family Center Room 200 
Are you a Catholic man looking to grow 
in your faith, serve your parish and 
community, and become part of a 
brotherhood rooted in charity and 
Catholic values? 
The Knights of Columbus invite you to 
be part of something greater. As a 
member you will have opportunities to: 
•Deepen your spiritual life and faith 
formation 

•Support local charitable causes and 
parish initiatives 

•Participate in family and community 
events 

•Build strong bonds of brotherhood with 
fellow Catholic men 

Whether you’re looking to give back, 
grow spiritually, or simply connect with 
like-minded men, 
There is a place for you in our Council. 
Our next general meeting will be 
Monday, November 3 in Room 202 at 
6:30 pm. Please come as our guest to 
see what we are all about. 
To learn more or express interest 
contact: Ray FitzGerald at 
RFITZG@AOL.COM OR 704-992-1702 

 

  
  
  
KKnniigghhttss  ooff  CCoolluummbbuuss  YYoouutthh  
SSoocccceerr  CChhaalllleennggee  
When:  Sat., Nov. 8, 11 am 
Where:  Rescue Squad Park, 7819  
  Galway Lane, Denver, NC 
The Soccer Challenge is open to boys 
and girls ages 9 to 14. The competition 
is a penalty-kick contest, designed to let 
youth demonstrate their basic soccer 
skills in a friendly, structured format. 
This initiative is part of a national 
Knights of Columbus program intended 
to promote sportsmanship, healthy 
competition, and youth engagement.  
 
Info: Danny Walker: 
walk6400@gmail.com. 
 

In service to One. In service to all. 
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PPaarriisshhiioonneerr AAssssiissttaannccee

MMaassss SScchheedduullee
Mon/Tue/Thu: 7, 9 am
Wed: 7 am, 6:30 pm
Fri: 7, 9 am

7 pm (Spanish)
Sat: 9 am, 5 pm Vigil
Sun: 7:30, 9, 11 am, 1 pm (Español), 5 pm

All Masses may be watched live: stmarknc.org/livestream
Please use Online Giving or mail in your offertory
stmarknc.org/Online-Giving
Please do not attend Mass if you are sick, have a fever or
are in a high-risk group.
CCoonnffeessssiioonnss
Confessions are held 45 minutes prior to the start of Mass
for a 30 minute duration.
In addition, Wednesday: 6 pm — 7:15 pm and Saturday:
3 pm — 5 pm
RRoossaarryy iinn tthhee CChhuurrcchh
Tue: 7—7:30 pm
Wed: Immediately preceding 6:30 pm Mass
Sat: Immediately preceding 5 pm Mass
Sun: Immediately preceding 7:30 am Mass
PPeerrppeettuuaall EEuucchhaarriissttiicc AAddoorraattiioonn
Available in the Monsignor Bellow Adoration Chapel in the
Family Center. See stmarknc.org/adoration for complete
details.
HHoossppiittaalliizzaattiioonn
If you or your loved one are in an area hospital,
call the Parish Office to reach one of the Priests. The
Priests offer Confession, bring the Holy Eucharist to you or
administer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
BBaappttiissmmss && WWeeddddiinnggss
The use of the Church for Baptisms, Weddings and other
Sacramental events is available to active parishioners.
Contact the Parish Office. (Please note that weddings and
baptisms cannot be celebrated during Lent.)
FFiinnaanncciiaall CCoouunnsseelliinngg
Complimentary and confidential services are available to
provide financial literacy training, personal financial
coaching, and/or advocacy support for you and your
family. Contact the Parish Office.
CCaarroolliinnaa CCaatthhoolliicc CCoorrnneerr GGiifftt && BBooookk SSttoorree
Open daily in the Family Center
CCooffffeeee && CCoonnvveerrssaattiioonn SSoocciiaall GGaatthheerriinngg
Tuesdays, 9:30 am, Parish Hall.
CCuurrssiilllloo
Visit www.CharlotteCursillo.com for information on
upcoming retreat weekends, ultreyas and group reunions.

AAll--AAnnoonn
Ellen | 704-907-8555
AAllccoohhoolliiccss AAnnoonnyymmoouuss
Tom | 704-604-7739
AAllaatteeeenn pprrooggrraamm
Paul G. | 704-641-0654
DDiivvoorrccee SSuuppppoorrtt GGrroouupp
For anyone going through separation and/or
divorce. Meetings are held Monday evenings at
7 pm in Room 204. If parish offices are closed,
meetings are held at Lowe’s Foods, exit 23.
Contact: divorce.support@stmarknc.org

NNaattuurraall FFaammiillyy PPllaannnniinngg
JJooee aanndd KKaatthhyy HHaacckk;; SSyymmppttoo--TThheerrmmaall MMeetthhoodd;
704-548-1834; hackhouse@bellsouth.net; ccli.org
EElliissaabbeetthh LLaasskkoowwsskkii; CCrreeiigghhttoonn MMooddeell;
creightonmodel@gmail.com; 484-332-9084
CCrriissiiss PPrreeggnnaannccyy HHeellpp
Community Pregnancy Center of Lake Norman:
704-727-0535
Catholic Charities: 704-370-3262; Birthright:
704-975-8572; Post Abortion: 1-800-5-WE CARE
Poor prenatal diagnosis? You’re not alone. There is help.
benotafraid.net
Taken Abortion Pill? It may not be too late: Abortion Pill
Reversal 877-558-0333 or abortionpillreversal.com

FFiinnaanncciiaall::
St. Vincent De Paul Society:
Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org

LLiiffee CCrriissiiss:: Stephen Ministry
stmarknc.org/stephen-ministry

FFoooodd IInnsseeccuurriittyy::
Parish Office
stmarknc.org/assistance or
Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org or
704-948-0231, Ext. 102

SSaaiinntt MMaarrkk PPaarriisshh DDiirreeccttoorryy
ssttmmaarrkknncc..oorrgg ||1144774400 SSttuummppttoowwnn RRdd,, HHuunntteerrssvviillllee NNCC 2288007788
Parish Office | Mon-Thur 9 am-7:30 pm, Fri 9 am-4:30 pm

Sun 8:15 am-12:15 pm | Phone: 704-948-0231
PPaassttoorr
Very Rev. John T. Putnam, JV

PPaarroocchhiiaall VViiccaarrss
Rev. Kevin Martinez
Rev. Christopher Angermeyer
Rev. Aaron Huber (in residence)

DDeeaaccoonnss
Rev. Mr. Thomas Martin
Rev. Mr. Richard McCarron
Rev. Mr. Thomas McGahey
Rev. Mr. Tom McMahon
Rev. Mr. Louis Pais
Rev. Dr. Ronald Sherwood
Rev. Mr. Ramon Tapia

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff PPaarriisshh OOppeerraattiioonnss
Scott Bruno
scott.bruno@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 118

SSaaccrriissttaann
Sr. Mary Agnes
sacristan@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 211

LLiittuurrggyy CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr//OOffffiiccee MMaannaaggeerr
Emily Bixler
emily.bixler@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 102

AAnnnnuullmmeennttss,, OOCCIIAA
Rev. Mr. Rich McCarron
deacon.rich@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 113

SSaaccrraammeenntt AAddmmiinn//AAddoorraattiioonn
Donna Fodale
Donna.fodale@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 104

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff SSaaccrreedd MMuussiicc
Manuel Mora
manuel.mora@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 130

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff FFiinnaannccee
Richard Cataldo
richard.cataldo@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 116

HHiissppaanniicc MMiinniissttrryy CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Emilio Gómez
emilio.gomez@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 117

SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Karen Donahue
karen.donahue@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 136

CCaalleennddaarr MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
Sue Bruce
sue.bruce@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 123

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff EEvvaannggeelliizzaattiioonn aanndd
CCaatteecchheessiiss
Paul Laskowski
paul.laskowski@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 121

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff FFaaiitthh FFoorrmmaattiioonn
Sarah Boyd (Formerly Rider)
sarah.boyd@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 137

EElleemmeennttaarryy FFaaiitthh FFoorrmmaattiioonn CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Maddie Torres
elementary@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 124

MMiiddddllee SScchhooooll YYoouutthh MMiinniissttrryy//
CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Olivia DiGiovanni
olivia.digiovanni@stmarknc.org
704-948-1306, Ext. 105

HHiigghh SScchhooooll YYoouutthh MMiinniissttrryy CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Augustine Free
augustine.free@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 122

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff PPrreesscchhooooll
Amanda Rametta
amanda.rametta@stmarknc.org
704-948-8015

OOffffiiccee ooff FFaaiitthh FFoorrmmaattiioonn
Faith Formation Main Office Line:
704-948-0231, Ext. 103

TTrriibbuunnaall AAddvvooccaattee
Rod Brostrom
rnbrostrom@rcdoc.org

BBuulllleettiinn TTeeaamm
bulletin@stmarknc.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Los cuatro pilares de la
mayordomía parroquial
son la hospitalidad, la
oración, la formación y el
servicio. Las lecturas de
hoy nos muestran el
inmenso valor de la

oración y el lugar privilegiado que debe
tener en nuestras vidas individuales y en
nuestra comunidad parroquial
Nuestro Señor mismo nos llama a la
oración, y a la persistencia en la oración,
en el pasaje del Evangelio de Lucas. Jesús
cuenta la parábola de la viuda fastidiosa
que finalmente desgasta al juez con su
implacable persistencia en su búsqueda de
un fallo justo de él en su nombre. Jesús
hace todo lo posible para describir a este
juez, diciendo que "no temía a Dios ni
respetaba a ningún ser humano". Sin
embargo, incluso este juez corrupto
responde con un juicio justo debido a la
persistencia de la viuda.
Jesús usa este ejemplo extravagante para
establecer un vívido contraste entre un juez
reacio y deshonesto y nuestro Padre
amoroso y misericordioso. Si incluso un mal
juez dará un buen resultado en respuesta a
una petición persistente, cuánto más
(infinitamente más) con entusiasmo y
perfección responderá nuestro buen Padre
a nuestras persistentes oraciones a Él.
Si se demora en responder, si proporciona
una respuesta diferente a la que
esperábamos, podemos permanecer
confiados y confiados en Su bondad,
sabiendo que Su respuesta, cuando sea
que llegue y en cualquier forma, será la
mejor para nosotros.
Nuestro trabajo entonces, como
mayordomos cristianos, es simplemente
permanecer fieles a nuestra relación con
Dios a través de la oración. Debemos
apoyarnos unos en otros en nuestras
comunidades, familia y parroquia, mientras
nos apoyamos mutuamente en oración. Un
pilar fuerte de oración hará que todos
nuestros otros esfuerzos de mayordomía
sean fructíferos. © Consultores de
mayordomía católica, 2025
RReefflleexxiióónn ppaassttoorraall: he notado desde hace
un tiempo que muchas personas en la
parroquia, y muchos católicos en general,
parecen tener una comprensión errónea o
al menos confusa de la "obligación
dominical". La obligación de asistir a Misa
los domingos y días festivos tiene sus
raíces en nuestra obligación fundamental
de adorar a Dios y santificar el Día del
Señor. A la luz de esto, me pareció

oportuno presentar un resumen de la
enseñanza de la Iglesia a este respecto.
Espero que te resulte útil.
LLooss ccaattóólliiccooss eessttáánn oobblliiggaaddooss a asistir a
Misa los domingos y días festivos de
precepto principalmente porque es un
precepto de la Iglesia, arraigado tanto en la
ley divina como en la autoridad
eclesiástica. Esta obligación se deriva del
Tercer Mandamiento ("Acuérdate de
santificar el día del Señor"), que en la
tradición cristiana se aplica al domingo
como el día que conmemora la
Resurrección de Cristo, marcándolo como
un día de adoración, descanso y
renovación. El Catecismo de la Iglesia
Católica (CIC) explica esto en detalle,
particularmente en secciones sobre los
preceptos de la Iglesia y el Tercer
Mandamiento.
FFuunnddaammeennttooss bbííbblliiccooss yy tteeoollóóggiiccooss
La obligación se basa en las Escrituras,
donde Dios ordena la santificación del
sábado (Éxodo 20:8-11; Deuteronomio
5:12-15). Para los cristianos, esto cambia
al domingo, el "Día del Señor", para honrar
la resurrección de Jesús el primer día de la
semana (Hechos 20:7; Apocalipsis 1:10).
La Eucaristía es vista como la "fuente y
cumbre" de la vida cristiana (CIC 1324),
haciendo que la participación sea esencial
para el alimento espiritual, la unidad de la
comunidad y la realización de la relación
con Dios. Como establece CIC 2180, los
fieles están obligados a participar en la
Misa en estos días para santificarlos a
través del culto.
Los Días Santos de Obligación son fiestas
adicionales (como Navidad, Asunción de
María o Día de Todos los Santos, que
varían según la región) que la Iglesia
designa como igualmente importantes por
razones similares, honrando misterios
clave de la fe, la Virgen María o santos, que
requieren el mismo nivel de observancia.
LLeeyy yy pprreecceeppttooss ddee llaa IIgglleessiiaa
Esto se formaliza como el primer precepto
de la Iglesia: "Asistirás a misa los domingos
y en los días festivos de precepto y
descansarás del trabajo servil" (CIC 2042).
Requiere una participación activa en la
celebración eucarística y abstenerse de
trabajos que dificulten la santificación o el
descanso.
El Derecho Canónico refuerza esto: "Los
domingos y otros días festivos de precepto,
los fieles están obligados a participar en la
Misa" (Canon 1247).
La Eucaristía dominical se describe como el

"fundamento y confirmación de toda
práctica cristiana", lo que hace que la
asistencia sea obligatoria a menos que
esté excusada por razones graves como
enfermedad, cuidado infantil o una
dispensa de un pastor (CIC 2181). Faltar
deliberadamente sin tal causa se considera
un pecado grave (mortal).
RRaazzoonneess pprrááccttiiccaass yy eessppiirriittuuaalleess
Asistir a Misa orienta a los creyentes hacia
Dios al comienzo de la semana, fomenta la
comunidad y brinda gracia a través de los
sacramentos. No es solo una regla, sino
una oportunidad para el encuentro con
Cristo.
La Iglesia enfatiza esto como la forma más
alta de culto, esencial incluso durante
viajes o vacaciones, subrayando su
prioridad en la vida católica.
Esta obligación se aplica a todos los
católicos que han alcanzado la edad de la
razón (alrededor de los 7 años) y son
físicamente capaces, con excepciones por
impedimentos válidos.
Los padres tienen la obligación muy
importante de ayudar a sus hijos a cumplir
con esta obligación. En general, los niños
menores de 16 años no pueden asistir a
Misa sin la ayuda de los adultos en sus
vidas. Por lo tanto, la culpabilidad por faltar
a Misa generalmente recae en esos adultos
y no en los niños.
Al final, cumplir con la "obligación
dominical" se trata más de amar a Dios que
cualquier otra cosa. ¿Lo amamos lo
suficiente como para darle al menos una
hora los domingos y días santos? Parecería
que esto es lo menos que podemos hacer
para ofrecer este acto de amor a Aquel que
nos amó primero.

Del Párroco – 29 Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
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GARAGE FLOOR COATINGS
CABINETRY
CAR LIFTS
SLATWALL ORGANIZATION
OVERHEAD STORAGE

garageliving.com/charlotte
704.897.7298
Visit our Huntersville showroom

BEAUTIFUL, ORGANIZED
GARAGE INTERIORS.
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We’re here to help!
Pregnant & in college?

704-602-4806 MiraVia.org info@miravia.org

Serving Pregnant Women &
Their Children Since 1994

/MiraViaLife
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Dennis Coleman, DDS 
Parishioner

Joseph Dastrup, DDS

www.dentistryelevated.com
GENERAL, FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

460 S. Main Street, Suite #101 | Davidson, NC 28036 | 704-892-6602

Bob Gordon
516-551-7838
robert.gordon@kofc.org

No purchase necessary. 
1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510 

 

Faith guides your life, 
why not your financial 
decisions?
For over 140 years, the Knights of Columbus 
has been committed to helping families plan 
their financial future and achieve economic 
security, a tradition carried on today through 
its insurance products. 
Book a complimentary financial 
needs analysis today.
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