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Today’s readings remind us of a chief virtue that
characterizes the Christian steward: humility. This
is a virtue that is widely thought of as a form of
self-abasement. That understanding, however, is
off the mark. Humility is simply the awareness of
who (and Whose) we truly are.
On one hand, we are children of the Most High
God who loved us into existence and who, by
virtue of our Baptism, have the Holy Trinity

dwelling within us. On the other hand, we are children who are
completely dependent on God for our existence and for every breath
we take.
Our Lord speaks of true humility in our Gospel passage from Luke,
telling the parable of the guests invited to a wedding banquet and
instructing us not to seek a place of honor at the banquet table, lest a
more distinguished guest arrives and we are asked to move to a lower
place.
Jesus has much more in mind here than an etiquette lesson. He is
reminding us that all glory belongs to God. The visual image He offers
in having to slink down to a lower seat at the table points out how silly
we are when we forget to give God the credit for our blessings and
talents.
On the other hand, when we live in humility — recognizing that all we
have is a gift from God and using those gifts to serve Him and others
— then God “exalts” us by filling us with even more of Himself and His
grace.
Jesus goes on to encourage us to serve and share our blessings with
people facing circumstances that would make it impossible for them
to offer us any worldly advantage or prestige — “the poor, the crippled,
the lame.”
Our attitude and how we serve and share should be centered on true
humility — recognizing that we are all “little” ones in the eyes of God.
We are all His children; brothers and sisters invited to our Father’s
heavenly banquet. © Catholic Stewardship Consultants, 2025
PPaassttoorraall PPoonnddeerriinngg – In the last couple of weeks, I have heard various
news stories regarding a push to legalize marijuana nationally. I
thought, in light of that, it might be helpful to review Catholic teaching.
In Catholic thought, the morality of marijuana use is evaluated
through the lens of natural law, Church teaching, and principles of
human dignity, reason, and stewardship of the body. While the
Catholic Church does not have an explicit, definitive teaching on
recreational marijuana use, its moral framework provides guidance
based on related principles, particularly from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC) and papal statements.
KKeeyy PPrriinncciipplleess::

1. RReessppeecctt ffoorr HHuummaann DDiiggnniittyy aanndd tthhee BBooddyy: The Church teaches
that the human body is a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians
6:19-20) and must be cared for responsibly. Actions that impair
the body or mind without sufficient reason are considered
morally problematic (CCC 2288-2291).

2. UUssee ooff SSuubbssttaanncceess aanndd RReeaassoonn: The Catechism addresses the
use of drugs, stating: “The use of drugs inflicts very grave
damage on human health and life. Their use, except on strictly
therapeutic grounds, is a grave offense” (CCC 2291). This
suggests that recreational use of substances like marijuana,
which can impair reason, judgment, and health, is generally
viewed as morally wrong unless justified by medical necessity.

3. MMooddeerraattiioonn aanndd PPrruuddeennccee: Catholic moral theology emphasizes
the virtue of temperance, which governs the use of pleasurable
things. Any substance use that leads to loss of self-control or
addiction is contrary to this virtue.

4. IInntteennttiioonn aanndd CCoonntteexxtt: The morality of an act depends on its
object, intention, and circumstances (CCC 1750-1756). Using
marijuana for medical purposes, under professional guidance
and with legal approval, may be permissible if it alleviates serious
suffering and does not lead to abuse. Recreational use, however,
is often seen as problematic because it typically seeks
intoxication or escape, which can undermine human flourishing.

OObbeeddiieennccee ttoo JJuusstt LLaawwss: Catholics are called to respect legitimate civil
authority (CCC 2238-2243). If marijuana use is illegal in a given
jurisdiction, using it recreationally would generally be considered
sinful, as it violates just laws meant to protect the common good.
Where marijuana is legal, the moral question shifts to its effects on
health, reason, and responsibility.
AApppplliiccaattiioonn ttoo MMaarriijjuuaannaa::
• MMeeddiiccaall UUssee: If marijuana is prescribed by a competent medical

authority for a serious condition (e.g., chronic pain, epilepsy), its
use could be morally permissible, provided it is used responsibly
and does not lead to dependency or impairment that harms
one’s duties to God, self, or others.

• RReeccrreeaattiioonnaall UUssee: Recreational marijuana use is generally viewed
as morally problematic in Catholic thought, especially if it impairs
reason, leads to addiction, or harms physical or mental health.
The Church’s emphasis on sobriety and the proper use of human
faculties suggests that using marijuana to achieve intoxication or
euphoria is contrary to human dignity.

CCuullttuurraall aanndd SSoocciiaall CCoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss: Some Catholic theologians note
that moderate use in a legal, controlled context (e.g., akin to moderate
alcohol consumption) might not always constitute a grave sin,
depending on the circumstances. However, the potential for abuse,
addiction, and harm to self or others makes recreational use a serious
moral concern.
PPaappaall aanndd MMaaggiisstteerriiaall GGuuiiddaannccee::
• Pope Francis has spoken against the legalization of recreational

drugs, including marijuana, stating in 2014: “Drug addiction is an
evil, and with evil there can be no yielding or compromise.” He
emphasized the harm of drugs to individuals and society,
particularly youth.

• The Catechism’s broad condemnation of non-therapeutic drug
use (CCC 2291) is often interpreted to include recreational
marijuana, though it does not explicitly name it.

PPrraaccttiiccaall CCoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss::
• DDiisscceerrnnmmeenntt:: Catholics are encouraged to discern their

intentions and the effects of marijuana use. If it leads to
escapism, neglect of responsibilities, or harm to relationships, it
would be considered sinful.

• AAddddiiccttiioonn RRiisskk: Marijuana’s potential for dependency raises
concerns, as addiction undermines freedom and responsibility.

SSoocciiaall JJuussttiiccee: The Church also considers the societal impact, such as
the exploitation in the drug trade or the normalization of substance
use in ways that harm vulnerable populations.
CCoonncclluussiioonn::
In Catholic moral theology, marijuana use is permissible only for
legitimate medical purposes under strict conditions. Recreational use
is generally considered immoral due to its potential to impair reason,
harm health, and violate the virtue of temperance. Catholics are
called to exercise prudence, respect civil laws, and prioritize their
responsibilities to God and others. For specific guidance, consultation
with a priest or moral theologian is recommended, as individual
circumstances can influence moral judgments.

From the pastor
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PPlleeaassee  PPrraayy  FFoorr To submit a prayer  request, visit: stmarknc.org/prayerchain 
Julie Andrews 
Sarah Armstrong 
Donald Arrup 
John & Casey Ball 
Daisy Bayona 
Deidre Beck  
Richard Biddy 
Beatrice Bilodeau  
Brian Blatchford & Family 
Virginia “Gini” Bond 
Kathy Brandt  
Dave Breen 
Helen Sally Buff  
Elaine Burkinshaw  
Carmen Cabranes 
Anne Caestecker 
Michelle Chichone  
Murphy Clark 
Beth Collins  
William Conklin 
Janice D’Angelo  
Sheila DeArmon 
Judy and Rich Deboer  
John Deluca  
Henry Diener  
Jane & William Dragoon 
James Dupree 
Barbara Dutty 
James P. Durcan 
Jack Evans 
Frances & Kai Ferell & 

Family 
Charles Fillipo 
Joseph Fiore 
Tom Fox 
Alan Friedl & Family 
Maureen K. Frost  
Carmine Gallo  
Teri Gay 
Denny & Monica Golden 
Josette Grace 
Robert Graham  

Hank Griffin 
John Grivizas 
Helen Haddad  
Kevin Herman Sr. 
Hannah Hopkins 
Jerry Jackson Jr. 
Cathi Kalberier 
Karen Kastle  
Gary Katz  
Carol & Frank Kenny 
Dennis Koenig 
Jackie Kopicki   
Peggie Lauricella 
Joan Lesch 
Marie Ligon  
Peter R. Loew 
Kitty Long 
Mary Jo Lucey 
Dr. Sivaramalingam 

Manickavasagar  
Patrick & Annette Mann 
Rosina Marcucci 
Vernon McCord   
Cathy Milligan 
Terry Milstead  
Lucille Modica  
Vincent Montoya 
Haleigh Moss  
Elizabeth Mulligan 
Jamie Mulvihill 
Angeles Murphy 
Maria Magdalena Murphy  
Carl Muti 
Paul Nealon Jr.  
Margaret Nelson 
The Ober Family 
Blanca Yolanda Ojeda 
Margaret Paquette 
Hazel Palmer 
The Patterson Family 
Fernando Paverpai 
John Pecoraro 

Doug Peterson 
Angela Piraino 
Gianni Piraino 
Ella Postlewait 
Nicole & Bruce Preiss 
Thomas Ranney 
Gretchen Rasheed 
Joette Reid 
Lindsay Remington 
Butch Remesch 
Lola Rodriguez  
Madge Root 
Maria Rubinos 
Thomas Rynne 
Phyllis Searles 
Daniel Sheffield 
Deacon Ronald Sherwood 

& Family 
Mark Shields 
Sue Sia 
Todd Singh 
Robert Somerville 
Betsy Spartz  
Jeff Stark 
Dr. Edward Staudinge  
John Williams Stoker & 

Family 
Terri Summers 
The Tate Family 
Kenneth Terry & Family  
Cheryl Thompson  
Mike Tolbert 
Alston Torres 
Zaida Torres 
Lucia Solis Vallarino  
Robert Virgint 
Caroline Vogel  
Jonathan Wark 
Welcome Retreat Staff  
Paul Widman 
Carol Woodard 
Mary Jane Zimmerman 

 REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

May God’s grace be with the family of our recently deceased. 
JJaammeess  WWooooddwwoorrtthh,,  father of Jim Woodworth 

 MASS INTENTIONS 
SSuunnddaayy,,  AAuugguusstt  3311  
7:30 am † Sharon Antoszyk 
9 am Ann Bixler 
11 am † Dennis Smorada 
1 pm St. Mark Parishioners 
4:30 pm Fr. Chinonso 
5 pm † Veronica Early 

MMoonnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  11  
9 am † Juan Deigo Gonzalez 

TTuueessddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22  
7 am † Patricia Golina 
9 am † Thomas J. McClintock 

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  33  
7 am † Pauline Kielbasa 
 † Joseph Bongiorno 
6:30 pm † Mary Ann Burrus 
 John & Lucy Torres 

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  44  
7 am Stephanie Panizza 
9 am † Eileen Murphy 

FFrriiddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  55  
7 am † Melissa, Delphine &  
 Charles Lynch 
9 am † Ruth Donovan 
7 pm No Mass due to Eucharistic 
 Congress 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  66  
No Masses due to Eucharistic Congress 

SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  77  
7:30 am St. Mark Parishioners 
9 am Liam & Kyla Heidtman 
11 am † Michael Warner 
1 pm † Manuel Serafin Velazquez 
4:30 pm † Rita Schenosky 
 Mrs. Campbell & Mrs. Blain 
5 pm Todd & Mark Singh 

†Deceased 

PPrraayy  ffoorr  OOuurr  MMiilliittaarryy  
AAiirr  FFoorrccee::  Airman GGrreeggoorryy  BBuurrkkee;  Airman AAnnttooiinniioo  DDiiaazz; Lt. Col.  

MMiicchhaaeell  DDrraaggoooonn;;  Capt. SStteepphheenn  HHaacckk;;  Lt. Col.  DDoouuggllaass  LLiinnccoollnn;;  
Capt. RRyyaann  LLooyydd;;  AAlleejjaannddrroo  MMaarrttiinneezz;;  Sgt.  JJaammeess  MMccCCoorrmmiicckk;;  2nd Lt 
CCoonnnnoorr  MMiilllliiggaann;;  SrA.  BBeennjjaammiinn  SSaallbbeerr;; Airman  CChhllooee  SSccootttt    

AArrmmyy:: 2nd Lt. AAmmeelliiaa  AAnnddrreettttii; 1st Lt. PPaattrriicckk  CCaammaattcchhoo;;  1st Lt.  SSaarraahh  
CCaammaattcchhoo; Major RRoobbeerrtt CCaarraacccciilloo; SSgt. DDaarrccyy  FFiisshheerr;;  KKyyllee  HHaawwkk;;  
PFC. JJ..  PPaarrkkeerr  HHooggaann;;  Capt. JJoohhnn  HHuugghheess;;  Pvt. CChhaazz  MMaarrggoo; Maj. 
DDaanniieell  MMccCCoorrmmiicckk;;  2nd Lt .MMaarriiaa  MMoorreellll;;  PV2 MMaatttthheeww  PPrreesssslleeyy;;  Maj. 
SStteepphheenn  JJ..  RRoommeeoo;;  AAnnddrreeww  SSaannttooss;;  Capt. RRaammoonn  RRiiccaarrddoo  TTaappiiaa; Spl. 
Forces NNoollaann  TTiilllloottssoonn;;  JJoosshh  WWaaggnneerr;;  1st Lt. NNiicckk  WWoorrtthh    

MMaarriinneess::  LCPL. RRiicchhaarrdd  BBrreeiieerr;;  Sgt. AAnnddrreeww  SSaalleess;;  Maj. MMaatttthheeww  
SSaannttoollii;;  Cpl..  BBeenn  HHoollddeenn;;  1st Lt. NNaatthhaannaaeell  RRuusscciioolleellllii    

NNaavvyy::  LCDR. MMaatttthheeww  GGiiaannnnoonnee;;  SR  CChhaassee  TT..  GGoollddeenn;;  Lt. AAllbbeerrtt  
RReemmmmeeyy,,  JJrr..;;  LCDR. JJoorrddaann  MMaayyoo;;  ENS.  RRoorryy  MMoorraann,,  OSSN.  DDaanniieell  
PPrreesssslleeyy;;  LCDR. JJeennnnaa  HHeehhnn  QQuuiisstt;;  ENS. TTyylleerr  SSppeeaarr;;  LCDR. WWiilllliiaamm  
VVeeyy;;  CTT2. ZZaacchhaarryy  WWoorrtthhaamm        

  and all service members not listed. 

 READINGS 

SSuunn..  TTwweennttyy--SSeeccoonndd  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11;  

Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14 
MMoonn..  1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13;  

Lk 4:16-30  
TTuuee..  1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Lk 4:31-37 
WWeedd..  MMeemmoorriiaall  ooff  SSaaiinntt  GGrreeggoorryy  tthhee  GGrreeaatt,,  PPooppee  aanndd  

DDooccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  
  Col 1: 1-8; Ps 52: 10, 11; Lk 4:38-44  
TThhuu.. MMeemmoorriiaall  ooff  SSaaiinntt  AAuugguussttiinnee,,  BBiisshhoopp  aanndd  DDooccttoorr  ooff  

tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  
 Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11  
FFrrii..  Col 1:15-20; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 5:33-39  
SSaatt..  Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8; Lk 6:1-5 
SSuunn..  TTwweennttyy--TThhiirrdd  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; 

Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33 
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CCoommiinngg  UUpp    
aatt  SSaaiinntt  MMaarrkk  
  
MMoonnddaayy,,  SSeepptt..  11,,    
LLaabboorr  DDaayy  
The Parish Offices and Kerin Family 
Center will be closed. We will have a  
9 am Mass only. 
 

FFrrii..  &&  SSaatt..,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  55  &&  66  
Due to the Eucharistic Congress, there 
will be nnoo  FFrriiddaayy  77  ppmm  MMaassss,,  SSaattuurrddaayy  99  
aamm  MMaassss,,  SSaattuurrddaayy  CCoonnffeessssiioonn,,  oorr  
SSaattuurrddaayy  55  ppmm  MMaassss..    
All are encouraged and invited to go to 
the Eucharistic Congress in Charlotte.  
Mass will be offered in the Charlotte 
Convention Center on Saturday at 5:30 
pm.  
 
TTuueessddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  99  
Coffee and Conversation Resumes 
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1111  
Annual Blue Mass, 6:30 pm 
FFrriiddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1122  
Healed and Restored Gala  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1133  
Put on the Armor of God Conference 
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1133--2211  
Walking with Moms in Need Diaper 
Drive 
WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2244  
Young at Heart Luncheon 
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2277  
SeptemberFest Annual Parish Social  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  44  
Wings and Trivia 
SSuunnddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  55  
Prayer Chain for Life 
OOccttoobbeerr  1111  aanndd  1122  
Coat and Blanket Drive 
SSuunnddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  1122  
Pro-Life Ministry Fair 
OOccttoobbeerr  1188  
Thanksgiving Food Drive Begins 
OOccttoobbeerr  2255  
Called and Gifted Workshop 
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  11  
First Saturday Dinner 
NNoovveemmbbeerr  22  
Christmas Giving Tree Gift Campaign 
NNoovveemmbbeerr  88  aanndd  99  
Men’s Welcome Retreat 
 
Events Scheduled to Change. Details in 
the bulletin and newsletter in the weeks 
before event.  

 Parish Life 
CCoommee  aanndd  SSeeee......    
CCaarrllooss  AAccuuttiiss’’  CCoommppiillaattiioonn  ooff  EEuucchhaarriissttiicc  MMiirraacclleess    
When:  Available now through Sept. 7 
Where: Parish Hall, EEXXCCEEPPTT  WWHHEENN  PPAARRIISSHH  HHAALLLL  IISS  IINN  UUSSEE  
On Sunday, September 7 the Catholic Church will rejoice as BBlleesssseedd  CCaarrlloo  AAccuuttiiss and 
BBlleesssseedd  PPiieerr  GGiioorrggiioo  FFrraassssaattii are officially declared 
saints! Both young men lived with extraordinary love 
for Christ and a deep passion for bringing others closer 
to Him. 
To mark this historic canonization, St. Mark will host a 
special display of the EEuucchhaarriissttiicc  MMiirraacclleess  ooff  tthhee  
WWoorrlldd, a collection lovingly researched and compiled 
by Carlo Acutis before his death at the age of 15. This 
exhibit highlights the many miraculous ways Christ has 
revealed His true presence in the Eucharist throughout 
history. 
We invite you to come and spend time with this 
inspiring display in the KKeerriinn  CCeenntteerr, available aallll  wweeeekk  lloonngg.. However, PLEASE DDOO  NNOOTT  
EENNTTEERR  IIFF  TTHHEE  PPAARRIISSHH  HHAALLLL  IISS  IINN  UUSSEE.. Take this opportunity to reflect on the gift of the 
Eucharist, deepen your devotion, and be inspired by the witness of two new saints who 
show us that holiness is possible for everyone. 
Come and see how God continues to work wonders in His Church! 
Questions?  Contact Paul Laskowski  paul.laskowski@stmarknc.org 

IInntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  
NNuurrsseerryy??  
We are considering restarting 
the Nursery and would like to 
get feedback from those 
families who are interested in 
participating.  

Please take a moment to 
complete information form on 
our website at 
www.stmarknc.org/Nursery, so 
that we can plan for a 
reopening.  
If you are interested in working 
in the Nursery, please contact 
Karen Donahue at 
karen.donahue@stmarknc.org. 
You must be 18 years or older 
and complete our Safe 
Environment requirements. 

SStteepphheenn  MMiinniissttrryy  
The Stephen Ministry is made 
up of St. Mark parishioners who 
have received extensive training to give emotional and spiritual care/ support to 
fellow parishioners as well as to those in our community. This ministry is a 
confidential, one to one opportunity to receive Christian care in a comfortable 
meeting place, whether in your home, parish hall, or even in a park setting. We all 
go through difficult times. Stephen Ministry is here to serve you, so you don’t have 
to suffer alone. 
For more information, please contact Leanne Vaccaro at 
leanne.vaccaro@stmarknc.org or Rich Kull at rkull@optonline.net or visit our 
website at stmarknc.org/Stephen-ministry.  
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SSiinngglleess  4455++  FFeelllloowwsshhiipp  EEvveenntt  
When: Sun., Sept. 7, 4 pm 
Where: 760 Craft Works, 100 Gilead Rd., 

Huntersville 
Come join us for a fun, relaxed 
afternoon of fellowship. Enjoy 
great conversation, a lively 
atmosphere, and delicious eats 
from the on-site food truck 
(Butcher Grill). This is a great chance to connect, 
make new friends, and build community. 
Bring a friend—we’d love to see you there! Scan 
code or RSVP here so we can plan for you:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0548A5A82DA6FDCF8-57949268-
760craft.   

 EVANGELIZATION 
OOCCIIAA  iiss  aa  JJoouurrnneeyy  
In celebrating this month of Our Lady's final journey to God in her glorious 
Assumption, let us ask her motherly intercession to draw souls to the 
Sacred Heart of her Son. The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is 
a journey too - of conversation 
to God and what He intends 
for us. OCIA is the process by 
which persons who were never 
baptized, or were baptized in 
another Christian tradition, 
become members of the 
Church, a people on a 
pilgrimage to our Heavenly 
Father.  

For more information 
www.stmarknc.org/ocia  
Contact: Paul Laskowski, 
704-948-0231 X 121, 
paul.laskowski@stmarknc.org  
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Adoration

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from
me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find
rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden

light.” Matthew 11:28-30

By: Donna Fodale/Adoration Coordinator

Sitting in the chapel I have often had an image come to my
mind that each person that walks through the chapel door
is carrying, sometimes dragging crosses that lie heavy
upon their shoulders. As they kneel before the Lord, I
imagine Him, if only for a moment lifting these crosses off
their shoulders, placing them next to them on the floor,
embracing them with such love and whispering the above
scripture to them, to you! Can you hear Him? “Come to me,
all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you
rest.”
Each of us has different crosses to bear. The Adoration
Chapel is a place where the Lord is inviting you to come
and bring the things that you are struggling with. It is there
before the Blessed Sacrament where love meets mercy.
Jesus knows all the things that we carry in our hearts. He
longs to give us peace that can only come from Him.
Especially when our crosses seem too much to carry.
Next time you are in the chapel, pray for everyone that is
there with you. Though we cannot see the heaviness of
their crosses, we know that each one of us does have
them. Let each of us become like St. Simon the Cyrene,
who if even for a moment helped Jesus in carrying the
weight of His cross. Our prayers for each other united with
Christ in love can help make each other’s burden a little
lighter.
Please prayerfully consider helping us fill the hours that
need an additional adorer. Especially those hours that are
in the early mornings or very late at night. When we give
our yes Jesus will give us the graces to be able to fulfill our
commitment. The hours that need an additional adorer are:

• Sun. 5 am to 6 am
• Mon. 2 am to 3 am
• Wed. 3 am to 4 am
• Thu. Midnight to 1 am
• Thu. 10 pm to 11 pm
• Sat. 3 pm to 4 pm
• Sat. 6 pm to 7 pm

Can’t commit to a weekly hour? Sign up to be part of our
sub team! Register at: stmarknc.org/adoration.
To be a sub, please contact
donna.fodale@stmarknc.org.

When: Sundays, Sept .7, 14, and 21; 6-8 pm | Dinner Included!
Where: Parish Hall
We have group meetings on Sunday Nights during the school year,
Bible Study during the week, and conference,
pilgrimage, and retreat offerings throughout the
year.

Get plugged into the communication methods
listed below and use the QR code to sign up!

WWaanntt ttoo rreecceeiivvee tteexxtt mmeessssaaggee nnoottiiffiiccaattiioonnss aabboouutt
HHiigghh SScchhooooll MMiinniissttrryy eevveennttss?? We use REMIND messaging to text
parents and teens weekly activities, reminders, or schedule
changes. Sign up by texting “@@ssmmhhssyymm22002255 to the phone number
“8811001100.”

GGeett CCoonnnneecctteedd!! IInnssttaaggrraamm:: @stmarkncyouth
EEmmaaiill:: augustine.free@stmarknc.org

Youth ministry
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Family Ministry
PPooppee GGrreeggoorryy tthhee GGrreeaatt
Pope Gregory I, better known as Gregory the Great, was one of the most
influential leaders in the history of the Catholic Church. Born around 540 AD in
Rome into a wealthy and noble family, he initially pursued a career in politics,
serving as prefect of the city of Rome by his early 30s. Despite his success,
Gregory longed for a life of prayer and service to God. He resigned from public
office, converted his family estate into a monastery dedicated to St. Andrew and
became a Benedictine monk.
His holiness, intelligence and administrative skill quickly drew attention, and he
was ordained as a deacon and sent as a papal ambassador to Constantinople.
In 590 AD, during a time of plague, famine and political turmoil, Gregory was
elected pope, reluctantly, as he preferred the quiet life of a monk.
FFeeaasstt DDaayy:: September 3
FFuunn FFaacctt:: He is traditionally associated with organizing and promoting the form
of liturgical music that became known as Gregorian Chant.
PPaattrroonn ooff:: Musicians and singers, teachers (for his Pastoral Rule), students
learning scripture, stone masons.
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PPiillggrriimmaaggee ooff HHooppee MMiinniissttrryy FFaaiirr TThhaannkk yyoouu!!
Thank you to all the ministries who participated in our Pilgrimage of Hope Ministry Fair on August 16-17.
We especially want to extend our gratitude to the Stewardship Committee for their incredible efforts in planning the event,
setting up, decorating, and handling the tear-down afterward. Your dedication truly made the day special. The social committee
was also hard at work, preparing and serving donut holes, coffee, hot dogs and lemonade to all who attended.
This event would not have been a success without the enthusiastic support and
participation of all of our ministries. You helped welcome new parishioners, re-
engaged active members, and beautifully showcased the many ways our St.
Mark community can grow in Christ, serve one another and the broader community,
share their talents and gifts, and connect more deeply in faith.
A special thank you also to those who donated items for our passport prizes: The
prayer shawl group, Rosary Makers Ministry, Gardening and Grounds Ministry,
Family Ministry, Knights of St. Joseph, Debbie Hains and Liz Hoegler. It was
wonderful to see your ministries and talents highlighted in that way, and the prizes
provided a fun and meaningful incentive for attendees to engage with the
ministries. If you missed the ministry fair or want to learn more about
the over 80 ministries at St. Mark, be sure to review the new edition of
our Stewardship Directory, which can be found in the narthex, parish
office, or on our website.

STEWARDSHIP

SSppoottlliigghhtt oonn......
FFaaiitthh FFoorrmmaattiioonn CCaatteecchhiissttss
As Christians, we are entrusted with keeping our faith and
passing it on to our children. “Much will be required of the
person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded
of the person entrusted with more.” (Luke 12:48) Love for
Jesus is the most precious gift with which we have been
entrusted. Jesus also tells us, “Let the children come to me
and do not prevent them; for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these.” (Luke 18:16) Our spotlight this week focuses
on Faith Formation Catechists who work to fulfill this call.
Whether you are a parent of a student currently enrolled in
faith formation or just love Jesus enough to want to share what
you have found, we have opportunities to mentor and guide
students in kindergarten through 8th grade. Our elementary
Faith Formation Coordinator, Maddie Torres, would like you to
know that “The influence a catechist has on a student may not
be visible right away or bring instant gratification, but it is

lasting. You don’t need to be an expert in
theology or teaching to be a catechist. All
that’s required is a love for Jesus and the
Catholic faith. We provide all the
materials and curriculum you’ll need.
Your role is simply to show up, share your
faith, and care for the kids. Your presence
and love can plant seeds that grow for a
lifetime.”

Maddie also told us, “Catechists often
have gifts like teaching,
encouragement, wisdom, and a love for
sharing the faith. Patience, reliability,
prayerfulness, and joy are also
valuable. You don’t need all these
qualities, just a love for Jesus and a
willingness to care for and guide others,
and God will equip you along the way.”
If this describes you and you are
available for one of the following class
schedules, we would love for you to join us!
Elementary (K-5) - Sundays 9:30-10:45 am, Mondays 4:30-
5:45 pm and 6:15-7:30 pm
Middle School (EDGE and Confirmation) - Sundays 9:30-10:45
am and Mondays 6:30-7:45 pm
To learn more about becoming a Faith Formation Catechist,
please visit our website, stmarknc.org/ff. This site explains
more about each program. Then fill out the Catechist
Commitment form linked on that site to respond “yes” to this
important ministry.
If you would like to speak one-on-one with our faith formation
department, their contacts are: Director, Sarah Rider,
sarah.rider@stmarknc.org; Elementary, Maddie
Torres, Maddie.torres@stmarknc.org; or Middle School, Olivia
DiGiovanni olivia.digiovanni@stmarknc.org
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RReettrroouuvvaaiillllee  CChhaarrlloottttee  MMaarrrriiaaggee  HHeellpp  
When:  Oct. 3-5 
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with 
each other? Do you argue … or have you just stopped 
talking to each other? Does talking about it only make 
it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long 
i) helps couples through difficult times in their 
marriages. This program has helped tens of 
thousands of couples experiencing difficulties in their 
marriage.  
Retrouvaille Marriage Help offers a welcoming and 
loving space to couples who have been living with the 
misery of a failing marriage. Retrouvaille offers hope: 
hope that it is not too late, hope of a different and 
better marriage. Retrouvaille helps couples to show 
each other mercy through the opportunities it 
provides to listen, to forgive, to be reconciled and to 
move into their futures believing that God loves them 
and with His help and their efforts, their marriages 
can be healed and restored. Retrouvaille provides 
help for marriage problems/difficulties/crises.  

For more information about an upcoming Retrouvaille 
Weekend program in Charlotte area on Oct. 3-5, 2025 
for couples, Email: 3062ac@helpourmarriage.org or  
Call: 727-343-6701    
Website: HelpOurMarriage.com 

 Marriage Retreats 

EEaarrllyy  BBiirrdd  ddiissccoouunntt  
bbeeffoorree  MMoonnddaayy,,  OOcctt..  1133!!  
Married and engaged couples are 
invited to the 7th annual Together 
in Holiness conference. Hear from 
national speakers Mallory Smyth, 
Greg Schutte, and more as we 
discuss Courageous Hope in 
Marriage and Family! 
REGISTRATION: 
togetherinholiness.org/charlotte 
Early Bird Price: Couple $54/ 
Individual $35 
Scholarships are available; on-site 
Childcare (pre-registration 
required) $5/child 
Complete info: 
togetherinholiness.org or email 
th@forlifeandfamily.org. 
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PPaarriisshhiioonneerr AAssssiissttaannccee

MMaassss SScchheedduullee
Mon/Tue/Thu: 7, 9 am
Wed: 7 am, 6:30 pm
Fri: 7, 9 am

7 pm (Spanish)
Sat: 9 am, 5 pm Vigil
Sun: 7:30, 9, 11 am, 1 pm (Español), 5 pm

All Masses may be watched live: stmarknc.org/livestream
Please use Online Giving or mail in your offertory
stmarknc.org/Online-Giving
Please do not attend Mass if you are sick, have a fever or
are in a high-risk group.
CCoonnffeessssiioonnss
Confessions are held 45 minutes prior to the start of Mass
for a 30 minute duration.
In addition, Wednesday: 6 pm — 7:15 pm and Saturday:
3 pm — 5 pm
RRoossaarryy iinn tthhee CChhuurrcchh
Tue: 7—7:30 pm
Wed: Immediately preceding 6:30 pm Mass
Sat: Immediately preceding 5 pm Mass
Sun: Immediately preceding 7:30 am Mass
PPeerrppeettuuaall EEuucchhaarriissttiicc AAddoorraattiioonn
Available in the Monsignor Bellow Adoration Chapel in the
Family Center. See stmarknc.org/adoration for complete
details.
HHoossppiittaalliizzaattiioonn
If you or your loved one are in an area hospital,
call the Parish Office to reach one of the Priests. The
Priests offer Confession, bring the Holy Eucharist to you or
administer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
BBaappttiissmmss && WWeeddddiinnggss
The use of the Church for Baptisms, Weddings and other
Sacramental events is available to active parishioners.
Contact the Parish Office. (Please note that weddings and
baptisms cannot be celebrated during Lent.)
FFiinnaanncciiaall CCoouunnsseelliinngg
Complimentary and confidential services are available to
provide financial literacy training, personal financial
coaching, and/or advocacy support for you and your
family. Contact the Parish Office.
CCaarroolliinnaa CCaatthhoolliicc CCoorrnneerr GGiifftt && BBooookk SSttoorree
Open daily in the Family Center
CCooffffeeee && CCoonnvveerrssaattiioonn SSoocciiaall GGaatthheerriinngg
Tuesdays, 9:30 am, Parish Hall.
CCuurrssiilllloo
Visit www.CharlotteCursillo.com for information on
upcoming retreat weekends, ultreyas and group reunions.

AAll--AAnnoonn
Ellen | 704-907-8555
AAllccoohhoolliiccss AAnnoonnyymmoouuss
Tom | 704-604-7739
AAllaatteeeenn pprrooggrraamm
Paul G. | 704-641-0654
DDiivvoorrccee SSuuppppoorrtt GGrroouupp
For anyone going through separation and/or
divorce. Meetings are held Monday evenings at
7 pm in Room 204. If parish offices are closed,
meetings are held at Lowe’s Foods, exit 23.
Contact: divorce.support@stmarknc.org

NNaattuurraall FFaammiillyy PPllaannnniinngg
JJooee aanndd KKaatthhyy HHaacckk;; SSyymmppttoo--TThheerrmmaall MMeetthhoodd;
704-548-1834; hackhouse@bellsouth.net; ccli.org
EElliissaabbeetthh LLaasskkoowwsskkii; CCrreeiigghhttoonn MMooddeell;
creightonmodel@gmail.com; 484-332-9084
CCrriissiiss PPrreeggnnaannccyy HHeellpp
Community Pregnancy Center of Lake Norman:
704-727-0535
Catholic Charities: 704-370-3262; Birthright:
704-975-8572; Post Abortion: 1-800-5-WE CARE
Poor prenatal diagnosis? You’re not alone. There is help.
benotafraid.net
Taken Abortion Pill? It may not be too late: Abortion Pill
Reversal 877-558-0333 or abortionpillreversal.com

FFiinnaanncciiaall::
St. Vincent De Paul Society:
Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org

LLiiffee CCrriissiiss:: Stephen Ministry
stmarknc.org/stephen-ministry

FFoooodd IInnsseeccuurriittyy::
Parish Office
stmarknc.org/assistance or
Emily.Bixler@stmarknc.org or
704-948-0231, Ext. 102

SSaaiinntt MMaarrkk PPaarriisshh DDiirreeccttoorryy
ssttmmaarrkknncc..oorrgg ||1144774400 SSttuummppttoowwnn RRdd,, HHuunntteerrssvviillllee NNCC 2288007788
Parish Office | Mon-Thur 9 am-7:30 pm, Fri 9 am-4:30 pm

Sun 8:15 am-12:15 pm | Phone: 704-948-0231
PPaassttoorr
Very Rev. John T. Putnam, JV
PPaarroocchhiiaall VViiccaarrss
Rev. Kevin Martinez
Rev. Christopher Angermeyer
Rev. Aaron Huber (in residence)

DDeeaaccoonnss
Rev. Mr. Thomas Martin
Rev. Mr. Richard McCarron
Rev. Mr. Thomas McGahey
Rev. Mr. Tom McMahon
Rev. Mr. Louis Pais
Rev. Dr. Ronald Sherwood
Rev. Mr. Ramon Tapia

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff PPaarriisshh OOppeerraattiioonnss
Scott Bruno
scott.bruno@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 118

SSaaccrriissttaann
Sr. Mary Agnes
sacristan@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 211

LLiittuurrggyy CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr//OOffffiiccee MMaannaaggeerr
Emily Bixler
emily.bixler@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 102

AAnnnnuullmmeennttss,, OOCCIIAA
Rev. Mr. Rich McCarron
deacon.rich@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 113

SSaaccrraammeenntt AAddmmiinn//AAddoorraattiioonn
Donna Fodale
Donna.fodale@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 104

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff SSaaccrreedd MMuussiicc
Manuel Mora
manuel.mora@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 130

DDiirreeccttoorr ooff FFiinnaannccee
Richard Cataldo
richard.cataldo@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 116

HHiissppaanniicc MMiinniissttrryy CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Emilio Gómez
emilio.gomez@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 117

SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Karen Donahue
karen.donahue@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 136
CCaalleennddaarr MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
Sue Bruce
sue.bruce@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 123
DDiirreeccttoorr ooff EEvvaannggeelliizzaattiioonn aanndd
CCaatteecchheessiiss
Paul Laskowski
paul.laskowski@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 121
DDiirreeccttoorr ooff FFaaiitthh FFoorrmmaattiioonn
Sarah Rider
sarah.rider@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 137
EElleemmeennttaarryy FFaaiitthh FFoorrmmaattiioonn
CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Maddie Torres
elementary@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 124
MMiiddddllee SScchhooooll YYoouutthh MMiinniissttrryy//
CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Mariana Vazquez
middleschool@stmarknc.org
704-948-1306, Ext. 105
HHiigghh SScchhooooll YYoouutthh MMiinniissttrryy CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
Augustine Free
augustine.free@stmarknc.org
704-948-0231, Ext. 122
DDiirreeccttoorr ooff PPrreesscchhooooll
Amanda Rametta
amanda.rametta@stmarknc.org
704-948-8015
OOffffiiccee ooff FFaaiitthh FFoorrmmaattiioonn
Faith Formation Main Office Line:
704-948-0231, Ext. 103
TTrriibbuunnaall AAddvvooccaattee
Rod Brostrom
rnbrostrom@rcdoc.org
BBuulllleettiinn TTeeaamm
bulletin@stmarknc.org
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Las lecturas de hoy nos recuerdan una virtud principal que caracteriza 
al mayordomo cristiano: la humildad. Esta es una virtud que se 
considera ampliamente como una forma de autohumillación. Ese 
entendimiento, sin embargo, está fuera de lugar. La humildad es 
simplemente la conciencia de quiénes (y de quién) somos realmente. 
Por un lado, somos hijos del Dios Altísimo que nos amó y que, en 
virtud de nuestro Bautismo, tenemos la Santísima Trinidad habitando 
dentro de nosotros. Por otro lado, somos niños que dependemos 
completamente de Dios para nuestra existencia y para cada 
respiración que tomamos. 
Nuestro Señor habla de la verdadera humildad en nuestro pasaje del 
Evangelio de San Lucas, contando la parábola de los invitados a un 
banquete de bodas e instruyéndonos a no buscar un lugar de honor 
en la mesa del banquete, no sea que llegue un invitado más 
distinguido y se nos pida que nos traslademos a un lugar más bajo. 
Jesús tiene mucho más en mente aquí que una lección de etiqueta. 
Nos está recordando que toda la gloria pertenece a Dios. La imagen 
visual que ofrece al tener que escabullirse a un asiento más bajo en 
la mesa señala lo tontos que somos cuando nos olvidamos de darle a 
Dios el crédito por nuestras bendiciones y talentos. 
Por otro lado, cuando vivimos en humildad, reconociendo que todo lo 
que tenemos es un regalo de Dios y usando esos dones para servirle 
a Él y a los demás, entonces Dios nos "exalta" llenándonos aún más 
de sí mismo y de su gracia. 
Jesús continúa animándonos a servir y compartir nuestras 
bendiciones con personas que enfrentan circunstancias que les 
harían imposible ofrecernos cualquier ventaja o prestigio mundano: 
"los pobres, los lisiados, los cojos".  
Nuestra actitud y la forma en que servimos y compartimos deben 
centrarse en la verdadera humildad, reconociendo que todos somos 
"pequeños" a los ojos de Dios. Todos somos Sus hijos; hermanos y 
hermanas invitados al banquete celestial de nuestro Padre. © 
Consultores de mayordomía católica, 2025 
RReefflleexxiióónn  ppaassttoorraall : en las últimas semanas, he escuchado varias 
noticias sobre un impulso para legalizar la marihuana a nivel 
nacional. Pensé que, a la luz de eso, podría ser útil revisar la 
enseñanza católica. En el pensamiento católico, la moralidad del 
consumo de marihuana se evalúa a través de la lente de la ley 
natural, la enseñanza de la Iglesia y los principios de la dignidad 
humana, la razón y la mayordomía del cuerpo. Si bien la Iglesia 
Católica no tiene una enseñanza explícita y definitiva sobre el uso 
recreativo de la marihuana, su marco moral proporciona orientación 
basada en principios relacionados, particularmente del Catecismo de 
la Iglesia Católica (CIC) y las declaraciones papales. 
PPrriinncciippiiooss  ccllaavvee::  
1. RReessppeettoo  ppoorr  llaa  ddiiggnniiddaadd  hhuummaannaa  yy  eell  ccuueerrppoo: La Iglesia enseña 

que el cuerpo humano es un templo del Espíritu Santo (1 
Corintios 6:19-20) y debe cuidarse responsablemente. Las 
acciones que deterioran el cuerpo o la mente sin razón suficiente 
se consideran moralmente problemáticas (CIC 2288-2291). 

22..  UUssoo  ddee  ssuussttaanncciiaass  yy  rraazzóónn: El Catecismo aborda el uso de drogas, 
afirmando: "El uso de drogas inflige daños muy graves a la salud 
y la vida humanas. Su uso, excepto por motivos estrictamente 
terapéuticos, es una ofensa grave" (CIC 2291). Esto sugiere que 
el uso recreativo de sustancias como la marihuana, que puede 
afectar la razón, el juicio y la salud, generalmente se considera 
moralmente incorrecto a menos que esté justificado por la 
necesidad médica.  

3. MMooddeerraacciióónn  yy  pprruuddeenncciiaa: La teología moral católica enfatiza la 
virtud de la templanza, que gobierna el uso de las cosas 
placenteras. Cualquier uso de sustancias que conduzca a la 
pérdida del autocontrol o la adicción es contrario a esta virtud. 

4. IInntteenncciióónn  yy  ccoonntteexxttoo: La moralidad de un acto depende de su 
objeto, intención y circunstancias (CIC 1750-1756). El uso de 

marihuana con fines médicos, bajo orientación profesional y con 
aprobación legal, puede ser permisible si alivia el sufrimiento 
grave y no conduce al abuso. Sin embargo, el uso recreativo a 
menudo se considera problemático porque generalmente busca 
la intoxicación o el escape, lo que puede socavar el florecimiento 
humano. 

OObbeeddiieenncciiaa  aa  llaass  lleeyyeess  jjuussttaass: Los católicos están llamados a respetar 
la autoridad civil legítima (CIC 2238-2243). Si el uso de marihuana es 
ilegal en una jurisdicción determinada, su uso recreativo 
generalmente se consideraría pecaminoso, ya que viola las leyes 
justas destinadas a proteger el bien común. Donde la marihuana es 
legal, la cuestión moral cambia a sus efectos sobre la salud, la razón 
y la responsabilidad. 
AApplliiccaacciióónn  aa  llaa  mmaarriihhuuaannaa::  
• UUssoo  mmééddiiccoo: Si la marihuana es recetada por una autoridad 

médica competente para una afección grave (por ejemplo, dolor 
crónico, epilepsia), su uso podría ser moralmente permisible, 
siempre que se use de manera responsable y no conduzca a una 
dependencia o deterioro que perjudique los deberes de uno hacia 
Dios, uno mismo o los demás. 

• UUssoo  rreeccrreeaattiivvoo: El uso recreativo de la marihuana generalmente se 
considera moralmente problemático en el pensamiento católico, 
especialmente si afecta la razón, conduce a la adicción o daña la 
salud física o mental. El énfasis de la Iglesia en la sobriedad y el 
uso adecuado de las facultades humanas sugiere que el uso de la 
marihuana para lograr la intoxicación o la euforia es contrario a la 
dignidad humana. 

CCoonnssiiddeerraacciioonneess  ccuullttuurraalleess  yy  ssoocciiaalleess: Algunos teólogos católicos 
señalan que el uso moderado en un contexto legal y controlado (por 
ejemplo, similar al consumo moderado de alcohol) no siempre puede 
constituir un pecado grave, dependiendo de las circunstancias. Sin 
embargo, el potencial de abuso, adicción y daño a uno mismo o a 
otros hace que el uso recreativo sea una preocupación moral seria. 
GGuuííaa  ppaappaall  yy  mmaaggiisstteerriiaall::  
• El  Papa Francisco se ha pronunciado en contra de la legalización 

de las drogas recreativas, incluida la marihuana, declarando en 
2014: "La adicción a las drogas es un mal, y con el mal no puede 
haber ceder ni comprometerse". Hizo hincapié en el daño de las 
drogas a las personas y a la sociedad, en particular a los jóvenes. 

• La   amplia condena del Catecismo al uso de drogas no 
terapéuticas (CIC 2291) a menudo se interpreta para incluir la 
marihuana recreativa, aunque no la nombra explícitamente. 

CCoonnssiiddeerraacciioonneess  pprrááccttiiccaass::  
• DDiisscceerrnniimmiieennttoo: Se anima a los católicos a discernir sus 

intenciones y los efectos del consumo de marihuana. Si conduce 
al escapismo, al descuido de las responsabilidades o al daño a las 
relaciones, se consideraría pecaminoso. 

• RRiieessggoo  ddee  aaddiicccciióónn: El potencial de dependencia de la marihuana 
genera preocupaciones, ya que la adicción socava la libertad y la 
responsabilidad. 

• JJuussttiicciiaa  ssoocciiaall: La Iglesia también considera el impacto social, 
como la explotación en el tráfico de drogas o la normalización del 
uso de sustancias de manera que dañan a las poblaciones 
vulnerables. 

CCoonncclluussiióónn::En la teología moral católica, el uso de marihuana está 
permitido solo para fines médicos legítimos bajo condiciones 
estrictas. El uso recreativo generalmente se considera inmoral debido 
a su potencial para perjudicar la razón, dañar la salud y violar la virtud 
de la templanza. Los católicos están llamados a ejercer prudencia, 
respetar las leyes civiles y priorizar sus responsabilidades ante Dios y 
los demás. Para obtener orientación específica, se recomienda 
consultar con un sacerdote o teólogo moral, ya que las circunstancias 
individuales pueden influir en los juicios morales. 

 Anuncios en español | Del pastor 
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