
March 2021 

At the February 23, 2021 meeting of the Holmes County Board of Developmental Disabilities, Board  
members proclaimed the following: 
Individuals with developmental disabilities, their families, friends, neighbors, and co-workers are asked to 
encourage everyone to focus on the abilities of all people. The most effective way to increase awareness is 
through everyone’s active participation in community activities and the openness to learn and acknowledge 
each individual’s contribution. Policies must be developed, attitudes shaped, and opportunities offered for 
citizens with developmental disabilities to live as independently and productively as possible in our  
community. The Board encourages all citizens to support opportunities for people with disabilities that  
include full access to education, housing, employment, and recreational activities.  
 
The Holmes County Board of Developmental Disabilities, hereby proclaims March 2021 as DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH and offer our full support to efforts that assist people with  
developmental disabilities to make choices that enable them to live successful lives and realize their  
potential. 
 
While we aren’t able to do all of the activities we have done in the previous DD Awareness months, we are 
still doing what we can to make this a special month.  I encourage you to follow us on Facebook if you don’t 
already.  For our 1000 followers, we are posting information which will expand awareness of developmental 
disabilities, introduce local people who receive services from Holmes DD/Training Center, provide  
information on disabilities, and provide exposure to important issues that impact people with  
developmental disabilities.  Activities in our facility include: a virtual talent show, virtual participation in the 
Ohio State Legislature’s DD Awareness and Advocacy day, and virtual meet ups with classrooms from local 
schools. This newsletter shines a spotlight on some amazing people we are lucky to serve! 
 
Good news came to Holmes County in late February when we learned the County was moved to a lower  
level in Ohio’s Public Health Advisory System.  We are so happy the number of cases/hospitalizations/
deaths continues to drop!  Just under 60% of our full-time and part-time staff are now fully vaccinated. 
February was the first month since July we did not have any staff test positive for COVID.  Early Intervention 
and SSA staff have resumed in-home visits when virtual visits aren’t effective.  School students are back 5 
days a week since February 1 keeping classwork and activities limited to their own class.  The Ohio  
Department of Health has given authorization to add a few more adults to the adult program and it’s been 
great to see some faces we haven’t seen in nearly a year!  We are not yet able to bring all adults back but 
will soon be approaching 50% capacity.   
 
Holmes DD appreciates how difficult the last year has been for families, students and adults. Schedules were 
disrupted, routines upset, therapy missed, and friends were not seen. We are so thankful things are starting 
to improve. 



Meet Dennis... 
Dennis lives with his brother, Bob and his sister in law, 
Beth. He enjoys helping at their family bed and 
breakfast. Family is important to him and he likes to  
research family genealogy.  Dennis is an avid reader of 
the daily newspaper, loves taking photographs, has an 
excellent memory of dates and enjoys writing.  When 
he’s relaxing, he watches old sitcoms and listens to 
Gospel music. Dennis really enjoys participating in  
Special Olympics track and field, Bucks basketball and 
bowling. “Go Bucks!”  Dennis is looking forward to  
going to fairs and festivals in the near future, but you 
can see him now as his takes part in his favorite outing 
every Saturday. Lunch at Rodhe’s!  

Holmes DD thanks The Ohio Floor Company for 
refinishing our gym floor during the Christmas Break. 
We’ve learned that they like to test new products on 
our floor that are then used elsewhere. 

In the last 4 years, they have refinished our gym floor twice.  

Thanks for keeping our gym floor in great shape! 



Meet Marley… 
 

Marley is a 14-year-old young lady who attends West 
Holmes Middle school. In her spare time, Marley likes 
to spend time with her family and friends, watch  
football (Browns and Buckeyes), and perform songs 
and dances for friends and family. Holmes DD provides 
 financial support to purchase equipment like this “Not 
a Wheelchair” rig that helps Marley do the things she 
loves. On nice days, she bundles up and drives it over 
to her cousin's house and then she and her cousin ride 
together - Marley on her rig and her cousin on her bike. 

 SSA Spotlight 
By Mimi Patterson 

Meet Colin...... 
 
Colin has adorable dimples, a great smile and an infectious laugh!  
Things Colin enjoys at school and home..... 
* spending time with family, school staff and his classmates 
* gym class  *going on walks  *recess 
*swinging  *jumping on trampoline 
*listening to Pop Music 
 
At school and in the community he is very helpful with many 
different jobs. Some of the jobs are...... 
*recycling *sorting lids 
* bagging prepackaged food items for Millersburg Church of 
God Food Pantry  
* walking/playing with dogs at HC Dog Pound 
* bagging items for the Backpack Program 
* stocking shelves at Scheck’s IGA in Shreve 
* shopping with Mom at Aldi’s 

 School Spotlight 
By Rhoda Mast 



 Early Intervention Spotlight  By Renee Spencer 

Meet Everett… 

Everett Miller came to EI when he was 33 months old because 

his mom, Kayla, was concerned about his language.  Kayla said, 

“When we first started Everett in EI, he was only saying one, 

rarely two words, at a time. He also struggled with using the 

correct sounds at the beginning of a lot of his words. We had a 

difficult time understanding Everett which led to him being very 

frustrated when he was trying to talk to us. With that frustra-

tion came a lot of temper tantrums. With the help of Angie 

Willard, the speech therapist, we began noticing a change in Ev-

erett very quickly. We were able to incorporate the tips Angie 

provided into our day-to-day lives. We are still working on im-

proving his sounds, but after only three months of EI, Everett is 

now saying three-to-four-word phrases and sometimes even a 

full sentence. His confidence in speaking has grown significantly, 

and the tantrums are rare now.” 

Meet Brooke…. 

Brooke lives with her parents south of Millersburg.  She and her 

family like to go camping, visiting extended family, go to area  

programs, and are very active in their church.   

Brooke loves riding horses.  In the summer she enjoys the family 

pool.  She is a good helper to Mom at home.  Brooke and her 

Mom sing together. 

Her favorite activities at the Training Center include crafts,  

watching travel videos, walks outside when it is nice, musical  

activities, and watching everything that is going on around her.   

Habilitation Spotlight       By Kathleen Winkler 



 

We know families want the very best for their loved one, and want to do their best to 
help them live a good life.  We also know that families have a lot of questions about 
what their options are to help their loved one be happy, healthy, and safe.  You might 
have heard from other people that guardianship is the answer, but guardianship is 
really meant to be a last resort - something that is used only when other less-
restrictive options aren’t available. That’s because guardianship is  
actually the legal removal of a person’s rights to make decision about their 
life.  While guardianship might seem like the protective thing to do, it can have a pro-
found and lasting impact on a person, and it can be hard to reverse later.  In fact, 
there are studies that say that people without guardians are more likely to live inde-
pendently, be included in their communities, and have their rights respected.    
 
So, if guardianship isn’t always the best way, then what else is there?  There are actu-
ally a lot of other less restrictive options ranging from a Release of Information to 
Power of Attorney , they just haven’t been talked about a lot, but we’re trying to 
change that!  All of this is part of a movement called Supported Decision-Making, 
which is about helping people learn and practice decision making skills so they have 
more choice and control in their lives. It turns out that people are happier and more 
successful that way. We want families to know there are options that might be better 
for helping your loved one live a good life.  So, before you make a decision about 
guardianship, take some time to explore less restrictive options and learn more 
about Supported Decision-Making.  We’ll be glad to help!   
For more information, contact either Julissa Coblentz or Stacy Hancock in the Holmes 
DD SSA  

Know Your Options! 

Don’t forget 
to “LIKE”                   

us on Face-
book to get 

March 23  Holmes DD Board meeting 

March 29-April 1 Spring Break. No school/adult program. Office open. 

April 2    Good Friday. Facility closed 

April 27  Holmes DD Board meeting 

May 7    HCAHC Chicken BBQ 

May 26  Last day of school for students 

May 31   Memorial Day.  Facility closed 

Important Dates 



The good news is there will be an opportunity for families and the community to support 
the Holmes County Association of Handicapped Citizens (HCAHC) in May.  The bad news is 
this year’s event will not be like the previous 44 Spring Festivals. 

HCAHC members will sell raffle tickets for cash prizes of $500, $250, $100, and 
$50.  Smaller door prizes will not be available this year.  Prizes can be earned by the 

highest salespeople. Please contact us if you need tickets. 

The highlight of this year’s event is a lunch time Chicken Barbeque on Friday, 
5/7/2021.  Flyers for presale orders will be available soon.  Everyone is encouraged to ask 
their family and friends to place orders for chicken quarters that can be picked up at the 
Training Center, Charm, or Mt. Hope.   HCAHC is hopeful that many area businesses will 
purchase chicken for their employees’ lunches! 

Typically, school and adult programs are not in session the day before Spring Festival be-
cause Holmes DD staff are preparing for the big event.  Because there will not be a big 
event in 2021, school and the adult program will be in session on 5/7/21. 

 

What a celebration it will be in 2022 when we can return to a traditional festival. 

HCAHC Spring Festival 2021 
By Kathleen Winkler 

Holmes DD school staff would like to thank Erb’s Upholstry 

and Bowman’s Harness for your help with finishing 

adapted swings for our students. The students will be able 

to enjoy the swings for years to come. Your generosity for 

our students is greatly appreciated. Supporting and being 

supported by local businesses is extremely important to 

us. We value your willingness to 

assist our students with living a 

meaningful and enjoyable life. 



Holmes County DD students are collecting lids to recycle into a bench to be placed in front 

of the building. We need 250 pounds of plastic to create an 8 foot bench.  

We appreciate all of the lids have been sent so far to help us reach our goal. Throughout the 

last few weeks our students have been able to work on various tasks! They have been busy 

washing, sorting, counting, and weighing. So far they have washed, sorted and weighed 62 

pounds of plastic lids! 

We are still collecting lids!  

Acceptable Caps:  

Plastic Drinking Bottle Caps (paper liners 

are okay) 

Medicine Caps & Bottles (remove label the 

best you can) 

Milk Jug Caps, Laundry Detergent Caps 

Hairspray Caps, Toothpaste Caps  

Deodorant Caps, Spray Paint Caps 

Flip Top Caps (Ketchup, Mustard, etc.) 

Acceptable Lids:  

Cottage Cheese Containers 

Mayonnaise Jar Lids 

Yogurt Lids 

Coffee Cans Lids 

Peanut Butter Jar Lids 

Butter Tub Lids 

Ice Cream Bucket Lids 

Cool Whip Container Lids 

Cream Cheese Container Lids 

Not Acceptable:   

ANY Caps containing Metal or Pumps  Lotion Pumps 

 Food Containers Drink Bottles Trigger Sprayers Soap Pumps  



The last week of January and month of February was 
the 3rd annual Job Fair. It may not have had the  
greatness of the past 2 years, but it still was a good 
experience for the students.  Although we missed 
having generous people come in from the community 
to provide a booth to represent their occupation, 
each of the classrooms stepped up to the challenge. 
They provided an info sheet, trifold exhibition board, 
and a video of the career they chose to represent.  
The videos ranged from personal interviews to 
Youtube. Careers represented were nursing, welding, 
bus driving, pizza shop working, service dog training, 
and floral designing.  All of these are available for  
students and families to watch at home through our 
One Drive School Resource Network.  If you haven’t 
gotten access, please contact us to do so.    

The last week of January was National School Choice Week. We rose to the challenge by 
having our students color “we love our school” signs and made a big paper quilt on the 
wall.  We so missed the Festival last year (& will this year)  that we knew we needed a 
colorful reminder of the support we get from our families. It has been a rough year on 
all of us and it is easy to forget. We had a scavenger hunt around the school to find 
different school items AND the best thing was the theme song provided by the National 
School Choice program.   We did our own version and it is on our One Drive School  
Resource Network, too!  ...It really gets you UP & GOING!  

SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK---- 

START YOUR DAY RIGHT 

HERE…..  

3rd Annual Job Fair     By Merri Pycraft 



Meet the staff…  Merri Pycraft 

Where do you live? 
I live in Wooster. 
 
Tell us about your family: 
I live in Wooster. I am a baby of 6 kids.  I have a hubby & 3 grown kids that prove to 
be my greatest loves. (Well, maybe my dog , Bear, is ahead of them by inches) 
 
How long have you worked at HCBDD? 
21 YEARS 
 
What is your role at HCBDD? 
Jack of all trades, master of none. No really, I am the teacher of the Transition Class 
and the adapted physical education teacher for the whole school. 
 
What do you think is the most important part of your job? 
I have a shirt that says: LOVE FIRST, TEACH SECOND 
 
What is an accomplishment you are proud of? 
Surviving 21 Years. Establishing the Job Fair. 
 
What is something you are looking forward to? 
Heaven – Life is precious, but it is hard too! 
 
What are some of your Hobbies/Activities? 
Scrapbooking/photo taking, visiting ice cream shops & coffee shops, travel, music 
concerts, loving on my dog. 
 
What is your Favorite Book and/or Movie? 
When I was a kid: Encyclopedia Brown Books. As an adult: Reading?? If I take the 
time, books from Karen Kingsbury, Patsy Clairmont, Liz Curtis Higgs. The last book I 
read and loved was “Walking with Henry” I’d suggest you read   “Flash the Donkey” 
first. MOVIE: “A league of her own” – The best movie ever! I also love animated  
movies. 



HOLMES COUNTY BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

8001 TOWNSHIP ROAD 574 

HOLMESVILLE, OHIO 44633 
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The mission of the Holmes County Board of Developmental Disabilities 

is to support individuals in living meaningful lives. 


