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On November the 18th Hope, Blake, Martha, Toni, Rachel Day and I met with the Leadership group 

from Midwest Community Services at East of Chicago Pizza to have our monthly Advocacy 

Meeting. It was great to get the chance to hear what everyone had planned for Thanksgiving as 

well as any other news they wanted to share. 

We had the honor of having Brian Miller from Provia be our guest speaker. He shared with us 

information about the products that they manufacture at each of their production locations. He 

also shared with us how they do a check list of information during an interview with a prospective 

employee. He shared that their goal is to have a friendly, safe, family-oriented environment. He 

did a great job answering the many questions we had for him. The best question I heard from our 

group was, “Do you employ anyone with a disability?” He told us he was not sure but would 

check. 

Blake and Hope have also continued to volunteer at The Love Center Pantry. Last month we were 

busy helping bag up food items to hand out for a wonderful Thanksgiving Meal. 

I would like to highlight Blake and his Mom Rachel as they volunteered with Share-A Christmas. 

They spent a couple hours sorting paper products and laundry detergent to distribute to area 

families in need during this Christmas Season.  



The most important people in the disability service system are a group of people called Direct Support 
Professionals.  These are people in entry-level positions with titles such as Adult Service Worker, Teacher 
Assistant, Bus Driver, Residential assistant, and home health aide.  These are the folks who day in and day 
out work directly with people with developmental disabilities.  They have an incredibly rewarding job, 
however, it is not glamorous nor does it pay particularly well.  But, without these caring and committed 
people, there would be no services.  As we end 2021, I offer a hearty THANK YOU to Direct Support 
Professionals working at Holmes DD, Midwest Community, Precious Angel Transportation, Statewide 
Transportation, DOY, RHDD, and a slew of individual providers.   You’re simply the BEST! 



We are asking for your cooperation in trying to keep everyone healthy through this cold 

and flu season. In order to do our best to maintain a healthy environment here, we ask 

everyone to practice simple steps and guidelines when it comes to the prevention and spread of 

illness. Proper hand washing with soap and running water for 20 seconds and covering your coughs 

and sneezes are some important ways to help decrease the spread of germs. We have protocols in 

place here for hand washing and disinfecting surfaces to help control the spread of germs year 

round. Covid-19 remains a virus of concern. We continue to the take the necessary precautions and 

follow the guidelines to maintain a safe, healthy environment. 

For many children and adults with a developmental disability, a cold or flu virus can lead to a more 

serious illness such as bronchitis or pneumonia. If an individual you are caring for is showing signs of 

illness, please keep them home and call to speak with the nurse before return. Illnesses can spread 

easily to other participants and staff when someone comes to school/work sick. We also know that 

sometimes illnesses come on quickly. If that happens, the individual will need to be picked up or 

brought home. Please be sure to have an alternate drop off that could care for them in the event 

you are not at home.  

In order to reduce the spread of illness, please follow these guidelines in making the decision to 

keep your child or adult home from services:  

• Fever- a temperature over 100 degrees. Must be fever free without the use of fever reducing 

medication (Tylenol, Advil, Motrin, etc.) for 24 hours before returning to school/work. Please do not 

give them medication for a fever and send them to school/work. The medication is only masking the 

fever and they are still contagious.  

• Vomiting and Diarrhea- More than 1 abnormally loose stool or any episode of vomiting. Must be 

free of any vomiting or diarrhea for at least 24 hours before returning. Usually the viruses 

responsible for vomiting and diarrhea are highly contagious and can be transmitted to others for 

days.  

• Colds- frequent coughing, sore throat, runny nose, sneezing, congestion. All symptoms must be 

gone before return. 

• Unusual behavior- excessive sleepiness, irritable, crying. This is a sign that your loved one is not 

feeling well, please consider keeping them home. 

• Eye infections- redness, irritation, swelling, and discharge from the eye could mean a contagious 

eye infection. All symptoms must be gone before return. 

Please be aware there are multiple viruses that cause the same symptoms. It may be necessary, 

based on the student/individuals symptoms, to rule out Covid-19 or stay home for 10 days. Please 

call the nurse to discuss the situation.  

Remember these are guidelines to help you make the decision whether your child or adult is too sick 

to come to school/work. If you are still unsure, please call to talk with the nurse or call your family 

physician for advice.  

A Health Alert Message From Tennille Cline —School Nurse, RN  



A big THANK YOU to Earl Erb who volunteered his 
time and talents serving on the Holmes DD Board.   

Your dedication to individuals served by Holmes DD 
is greatly appreciated. 

The school students enjoyed quite a few fun activities this holiday season. Christmas shopping, sing-a-
longs, and winter themed games were enjoyed by all! 

Tune your radio to WKLM (95.3) at 9:00 am on Christmas 
morning to hear a rebroadcast of holiday music from the Holmes 
County Training Center Bell Choir.  Holmes DD appreciates the 
support given by Killbuck Savings Bank who is bringing this 
concert to Holmes County listeners.  Merry Christmas to all! 



Until we meet again…… 

We would like to take this time to remember our dear friend,  

Brent Miller who left us on October 22, 2021   

Robert A. Yoder who left us on December 16, 2021 

With heartfelt sympathy,  

Your friends from the Holmes County Board of D.D. 

One important service provided to many is transportation to/from necessary services.  If a Holmes DD/

Training Center bus or Precious Angel or Midwest Community van is expected at your house, please 

make sure your driveway has been cleared of snow and ice.  During the winter, transportation may be 

running a few minutes late as drivers know that it’s okay to be late because their goal is to make sure 

everyone arrives alive.  If road conditions are unsafe and services will be delayed or canceled, you will 

receive notification through our ONE CALL NOW system or a phone call from your child’s teacher. 

Winter Weather is Here. 

December 22-31 Winter break. No services. 

December 23, 24 Facility closed. 

December 30, 31 Facility closed. 

January 3 Services Resume 

January 17 Martin Luther King Holiday, Facility Closed 

Important Dates 
Don’t forget 

to “LIKE”                   
us on  

Facebook. 



 Bucks Basketball  By Miriam Miller 

Ruth Conrad worked as a Teacher and then as a Substitute Teacher with us 
through the end of the 2019 school year, so she hasn’t “fully” retired until 
recently.  But she is still very busy, volunteering at the Save and Serve Thrift 
Shop and watching her 7 grandchildren (4 grandkids in Wooster and 3 in 
Western Ohio).  At Save and Serve, Ruth helps go through the books that 
are donated and helps the organization with its book inventories, which is 
right up her alley.  Those that know Ruth know that she loves to read. 

What Ruth misses most from her time here is the interaction every day with 
the children and getting to know their families.  She also added that the 
new playground and nature trail were great additions to our campus and 
that together they really opened new opportunities for the school-age 
program. 

Bucks basketball has a different look this year! We’ve been having practice on Tuesday & Thursday 
nights at Dayspring church in Berlin. Everyone seems excited to have a basketball in their hands 
again after an almost 2 year absence. We will also have some practices, and maybe games at 
Holmesville Elementary.  After the holidays, we plan to practice the first week, then schedule some 
“pick-up” games. (I do have 1 tentatively scheduled for Jan 18th.) I think most, if not all, games will 
be starting at 6:30 PM. There are 8-10 regulars out there practicing and looking forward to a game! 
Do you have a team from your business or church who wants to play the Bucks? Give me a call at 
330-674-8045, ext. 236 and leave a message if I don’t answer. 



Did you know ...By Renee Spencer, Early Intervention Coordinator 

 Children who are deaf or have a hearing impairment automatically qualify for Early Intervention 

even if there isn’t a delay; that’s because it is very common for children to develop a delay if they 

have hearing loss. Historically, 10 – 15 years ago, we would rarely have a child on our caseload with 

hearing loss but now we have four. It is interesting how our caseload changes.  

Because the sense of hearing is vital for language development, we recommend a hearing test in all 

children with a language delay. It is not uncommon for a hearing test to show fluid in the ear, which 

if left untreated, can result in hearing loss. Additionally, when fluid is treated, sometimes that’s all 

it takes for a child’s language to improve.  

In cases where a child receives the diagnosis of hearing loss, EI can support by:  

• Help make sure hearing aids are working properly.  

• Provide sign language instruction.  

• Connect with a consultant from Akron Children’s Hospital during home visits who provides access 

to the hospital’s specialists  

• Link families to FSS funds which can help purchase equipment such as hearing aid retention 

articles or resources such as sign language dictionaries.  

• Link family to the parent association for mileage reimbursement to help with trips to audiology 

appointments.  

 

An interesting story, this summer one of the developmental specialists offered to give a sign 

language class so the whole family could learn sign language along with their child. The family 

asked if people from the community could join and the developmental specialist said, “Sure!” 

Amazingly, 40 people from the Baltic community participated in the 2-hour classes and fun was had 

by all. This is a wonderful story of a community wrapping support around someone with a disability 

and it is also an example of why we love our job!  

I love you 



Ohio is a Technology First State 



Meet the staff…  Amy Baker 

Where do you live? 
In the country, Killbuck  
 

Tell us about your family. 
My husband Brad, and I are both graduates of West Holmes.  We have been 
married for 24 years, already!  We have one child, Koen - age 19 & love of our 
life, also a graduate of West Holmes.  Koen is currently a full-time student, 
pursuing his Electrical Engineering degree.  
 

How long have you worked at HCBDD? 

I have been at the HCBDD for 24 years now.  My tenure here has consisted of: Current-2012 Fiscal 
Officer, 2012-2007 Asst. Fiscal Officer, 2007-1998 LHI Bookkeeper, and 1998-1997 Front Desk 
Receptionist. I also worked as a sub in 1995 as a trainer with community employment.  
 

What is your role at HCBDD? 
HCBDD Fiscal Officer, Revenues/Special Account Expenditures/Payroll & Benefit Postings/(State 
Required) County Board Cost Report/Data Management Systems/County Board Applications & 
Trainings/Information Technology Assistance/Balancing all data and reports with our Holmes County 
Auditor’s.  To sum it up, I ensure all accounting information/data is processed per regulations and 
balances with the HC Auditors.  This provides Administration and the Board the necessary financial data 
to make decisions and ensure HCBDD can continue providing services to Holmes County Individuals and 
Families.  
 

What do you think is the most important part of your job? 
ACCURACY, Thorough, Attention to Details!  
 

What is an accomplishment you are proud of? 
Personal = My Family!  Work = I was asked to be a presenter at a training conference for one of our 
system applications to teach their payroll system.  I accepted and provided the training to their other 
vendors personnel that signed up for the conference and course; which consisted of Ohio County Boards 
of DD, Sheriff Departments, and Health Departments.  
 

What is something you are looking forward to? 
To enjoy EVERYDAY with those around me and see their accomplishments/dreams come true. 
 

What are some of your Hobbies/Activities? 
Spending time with my family!  Enjoyed several vacation spots such as: Florida Beaches, South Carolina 
Beaches, Hawaii, Jamaica and Bahamas Cruises.  Family Caretaker.  Volunteer with the HCAHC Annual 
Spring Festival 1997-current (Current: Computers, Past: Finances/Food Court)  
 

What is your Favorite Book and/or Movie? 
I enjoy Christmas movies and Hallmark movies, no specific ones, just all of them.  I also enjoy 
investigative criminal movies/shows.  I love music as well!  

What is something people would be surprised to know about you? 
My husband and I rode the Tail of the Dragon at Deals Gap by the Great Smoky Mountains and the 
Cherokee National Forest.  (America’s #1 Motorcycle and Sports Car Road)  Large group of close friends 
vacationing together, enjoying the numerous superb views of the mountains!  Breathtaking ! 



HOLMES COUNTY BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
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