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Methodology
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Survey Methodology

• Lake Research Partners designed and administered this survey that was conducted online 
from October 6-13, 2021.  The survey reached a total of 800 registered voters nationwide 
and 600 registered voters in swing Congressional districts.  

• The national voter sample was weighted by gender, region, race, and party identification. 
The swing district sample was weighted by age and party identification. The swing district 
sample was weighted down into the national sample to reflect their actual proportion of 
registered voters nationwide.

• The margin of error for the national registered voter sample is +/- 3.5%. 
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Focus Group Methodology 

LRP and Project LPAC held online video focus groups among registered voters 
on September 1st and 2nd. 
1. Women from swing Congressional districts in the Eastern and Central time 

zones – mixed race, age, and partisanship (10 participants)
2. Men from swing Congressional districts in the Mountain and Pacific time 

zones – mixed race, age, and partisanship (7 participants)
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Summary of Key Findings
• We are in a strong position when we talk about values, but a much weaker position when talking about policies (except for 

ending discrimination).
• Voters think there is discrimination and bias against transgender people. Key subgroups are more concerned about 

discrimination against transgender people compared to bias against transgender people. 

• Voters support several policies on our side, but they also support policies on the opposition’s side. 
• A lot of voters are on our side when we talk about discrimination in housing, credit, education, public spaces and 

services, federally funded programs, jury service, and health care. Voters sincerely and intensely want to end 
discrimination in public policy. 

• However, there is a lot of cross pressure and strength for the other side in sports and locker room policies, especially 
among Republican voters. Even women and Democrats are not sure what is the fair thing when it comes to sports and 
locker rooms. 

• There are a lot of powerful core values on our side – freedom, respect, trust, opportunity, authentic selves, belonging. The 
Box metaphor works, but the value of freedom is stronger. 

• All our messages are strong*, and all beat the opposition message. It is important to establish early on in messaging common 
experience and shared values. 

• Candidate responses to attacks both work quite well, especially when they invoke belonging, the Golden Rule, and unity 
over division.

• We move voters on voting for a candidate who is a champion of transgender rights and inclusivity and on seeing gender as 
something people define for themselves rather than one of two options based on the gender assigned at birth. There is no 
backlash.

*See the message triangle with the strongest messages on slide 23
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Core Orientations and Basic Attitudes 
toward Transgender People
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Six-in-ten voters believe there are two genders, determined by biological sex assigned at birth, while about 
a third believe that gender is determined by who we know ourselves to be. However, when framed as a 
choice between accepting people or the “damaging” impact of redefining gender, then six-in-ten voters 
believe we must accept people, while about a third believe that changing or redefining gender is damaging. 

Which of the following statements is closer to your opinion? 

34
60

6

Gender is determined by who we 
know ourselves to be regardless of 

the sex assigned at birth.

There are two genders, men and 
women, determined by 

biological sex assigned at birth. 

Not sure

Which of the following statements is closer to your opinion? 

61

326

To truly do better as a society, we 
must accept people no matter their 

race, background, or gender 
identity.

To truly do better as a society, 
we must recognize that efforts to 

redefine or change gender are 
damaging.

Not sure
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How concerned are you about bias against transgender people in the 
United States?*

How concerned are you about discrimination against transgender people in 
the United States?*

(+9) (+13)

About half of voters are concerned about bias or discrimination toward transgender 
people. Four-in-ten are not concerned. Intensity is roughly equal between concerned and 
not concerned. We recommend talking about discrimination.

Somewhat concerned A little concerned

Very concerned Not concerned at all

27 25
7

28 23
7

51
42

53

40

Concerned Not concerned Not sure Concerned Not concerned Not sure

*Split sampled question
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Key subgroups are younger, LGBTQ themselves, and 
voters who know someone who is transgender. 

• Subgroups who are the most concerned about discrimination or bias against transgender 
people are younger voters, LGBTQ voters, those who know transgender people, 
Democrats, fathers, Black voters, Latinx voters, and those who attend religious services 
often. 

• Those who are less concerned are older, people who don’t know a transgender person, 
Independents, Republicans, and childless men.
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(+32) (+41)

38
18 12

46

14 12

60

28

64

23

Agree Disagree Not sure Agree Disagree Not sure

Do you agree or disagree that transgender people today are under attack or 
threatened?*

Thirty-three states have introduced more than 100 bills limiting the 
freedom of transgender young people across the country. For example, 

some of the bills that have been introduced would allow denial of health 
care to transgender people. Do you agree or disagree that transgender 

people today are under attack or threatened?*

With and without information about legislation, voters agree that 
transgender people today are under attack or threatened. The information 
increases intense agreement. 

Not so strongly agree Not so strongly disagree

Strongly agree Strongly disagree

*Split sampled question

For most subgroups, the context about 
legislation increases agreement that 
transgender people today are under attack 
or threatened. The largest increases are 
among Latinx voters, moms, and those 
who attend religious services often.
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Elected Officials Support of Transgender 
People
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The top emotions voters would feel if an elected official made a statement in support of 
transgender people are fine, neutral, and happy. The top feelings for Democrats are fine 
and happy. Independents feel fine and neutral. Republicans also feel neutral, followed by 
fine and disappointed. Older Republicans drive the disappointed feeling.

Imagine an elected official in your state made a statement in support of transgender people. How do you think that would make you feel? 

34
29

26
18

14
13

9
8

7
6

8

Fine

Neutral

Happy

Proud

Disappointed

Relieved

Frustrated

Worried

Confused

Angry

None of these

Feelings by PID

Dem Ind Rep

43 28 25

26 31 31

37 24 14

29 19 5

7 14 22

19 9 8

5 7 14

6 8 12

5 9 8

3 5 9

5 11 11

Republican men 24
Republican women 21
Younger Republicans 14
Older Republicans 28
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A plurality of voters say they would be more likely to vote for a candidate 
who stood up for transgender rights and inclusivity, and a third say it would 
not make a difference. 

Would you be more or less likely to vote for a candidate who stood up for transgender rights and inclusivity, or would it not make a difference?

Somewhat more likely Somewhat less likely

Much more likely Much less likely

27
13

32

5

43

21

More likely Less likely No difference Not sure

All Voters • Subgroups who are most motivated 
to vote for a transgender champion 
are LGBTQ voters, fathers, voters 
who know transgender people, 
younger voters, Black voters, Latinx 
voters, Democrats, mothers, and 
those who attend religious services. 

• Republican voters are evenly split.
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Voters hold competing norms. place with the most contradiction is if elected officials 
are going too far or doing the right thing by supporting rights and inclusivity OR 
standing up for gender essentialism (biological sex defining differences between the 
genders). 

53

31

17

Going too far

Doing the right 
thing

Are elected officials who support transgender rights and inclusivity 
{rotate:} _going too far OR _ doing the right thing?*

Are elected officials who support recognizing and respecting the biological 
differences between boys and girls {rotate:} _going too far OR _doing the 

right thing?*

22

52

26

Going too far

Doing the right 
thingNot sure Not sure

+22 -30

*Split sampled question
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Policies
Voters are cross-pressured on policies.
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The best testing policy is to protect transgender people from discrimination in a range of 
institutions and situations. However, the other top-tier policies are anti-transgender 
policies in sports, locker rooms, and health care.

Next you are going to see some policies that have been proposed by lawmakers in some states. Please indicate whether you favor or oppose each of the 
following policies on a scale of 0 to 10 where 0 means you strongly oppose and 10 means you strongly favor. 

73

63

57

58

54

15

22

22

22

17

12

15

21

21

30

Ensuring transgender people are protected from discrimination in
employment, housing, credit, education, public spaces and services,

federally funded programs, jury service, and health care

Protecting the fairness of women's athletics by requiring student-athletes
to play on the sports teams that match the sex they were born

Protecting religious freedom by ensuring that health care providers are
not forced to provide treatment for procedures, like sex changes, that go

against their religious beliefs.*

Requiring transgender youth to use locker rooms that match the sex they
were born*

Allowing health care providers to refuse to provide treatment for
procedures like sex changes that go against their religious beliefs*

Favor Not sure/Neutral Oppose

38% Strongly Favor

35% Strongly Favor

30% Strongly Favor

29% Strongly Favor

29% Strongly Favor

*split sampled
Anti-transgender policy

Pro-transgender policy
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49

56

51

47

39

22

22

21

22

20

29

22

28

31

40

Banning transgender youth from locker rooms that align with the gender
they live as everyday*

Protecting pediatricians' ability to prescribe hormone blockers or other
gender-affirming care for transgender youth.*

Supporting young people who are transgender by ensuring student-
athletes can use locker rooms that match their gender identity*

Supporting young people who are transgender by ensuring student-
athletes can play on the sports teams that match their gender identity*

Banning affirming medical care for transgender youth.*

Favor Not sure/Neutral Oppose

In a second tier are policies that “ban” transgender youth from locker rooms or 
medical care, and pro-transgender policies regarding health care, locker rooms, and 
sports. Opposition to the pro-transgender policies is low, but so is intense support.

Next you are going to see some policies that have been proposed by lawmakers in some states. Please indicate whether you favor or oppose each of the 
following policies on a scale of 0 to 10 where 0 means you strongly oppose and 10 means you strongly favor. 

26% Strongly Favor

23% Strongly Favor

22% Strongly Favor

21% Strongly Favor

17% Strongly Favor

*split sampled
Anti-transgender policy

Pro-transgender policy
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Values Statements
Contrary to conventional wisdom, if policies are a problem area, values are a 
strength. 
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82

77

75

77

73

13

14

15

14

16

5

8

10

9

10

Transgender or not, most of us want pretty similar things: good health,
happiness, a sense of belonging, and strong relationships. We're all

parents, children, siblings, friends, colleagues, and neighbors

Each of us should have the freedom to be ourselves, no matter what we
look like, where we're from, or our gender*

Transgender youth, along with their parents and doctors, should be able
to make their own personal medical decisions; this should not be

controlled by politicians*

We need to respect each other for who we are, transgender or not, and
support all young people to be their authentic selves and pursue their

dreams*

We should treat everyone as we'd want to be treated. Allowing
transgender people to be singled out and treated differently denies them

the respect and dignity we'd expect if we were in their shoes.

Agree Not sure/Neutral Disagree

The best testing values are pro-transgender rights and inclusion. 
These values focus on camaraderie, the golden rule, freedom, 
personal decision-making free from political interference, respect, 
authenticity, and dignity.
Imagine an elected official in your state made the following statements. Please indicate if you agree or disagree with each of the following statements on 

a scale of 0 to 10 where 0 means you strongly disagree and 10 means you strongly agree. 

44% Strongly Agree

42% Strongly Agree

40% Strongly Agree

40% Strongly Agree

38% Strongly Agree

*split sampled
Anti-transgender value

Pro-transgender value
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Messages
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Message Triangle

Belonging
Whatever our color, background, gender, or zip code, deep 
down we all know it’s wrong for a person in power to tell 

someone, “you don’t belong.” Yet right now certain 
politicians, having failed us and left millions struggling to 
make ends meet, are trying to distract us by singling out 
transgender youth from their peers. These politicians are 

picking and choosing which children can have the 
education, childhood, and community we all deserve just 

because they don’t fit into the rigid boxes of how they 
think a boy or girl should be. Together, we can make this a 
place where we are all free to be ourselves and feel like we 

belong in our communities.

Boxes/Freedom
Across our races and backgrounds, we want the freedom to be ourselves. But certain 

people in power try to put us in boxes based on what we look like, where we’re from, or 
our genders. They divide us, whether it is some schools that send only girls home for the 

way they are dressed, or it is certain politicians who pass laws to ban abortion with no 
exceptions for rape or incest or deny health care for transgender people or restrict 

activities for transgender youth. Together, we can reject these divisions and ensure each of 
us has the freedom to be ourselves and move through our communities with dignity.

Authentic Selves
No matter what we look like or where we are from, we 
want to be treated with dignity and respect. But today, 

certain politicians are pushing laws that restrict our 
freedoms because of the color of our skin, what’s in our 

wallets, or because we are transgender, so they can deny 
us the basic rights, resources, and respect all people 

deserve. They divide us instead of uniting us, so we turn 
against some group instead of joining together to demand 
what our families need. By rejecting this division, we can 
ensure all of us have the freedom to be ourselves, pursue 

our dreams, and have a good life -- no exceptions.
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Messaging Recommendations
Establish Shared Value 

Establish a shared value before moving on to naming the problem.

Strong language: “No matter what we look like or where we are from, we want to be treated with dignity and respect.” “Across our races and backgrounds, we want the freedom to be 
ourselves.” “Whatever our color, background, gender, or zip code.”

Highlight Divisive Tactics Name the Villain

Call out divide-and-conquer tactics and connect them to the outcomes 
they create.

Strong language: “we turn against some group instead of joining together to demand 
what our families need.” “deep down we all know it’s wrong for a person in power to tell 
someone, ‘you don’t belong.’” “trying to distract us by singling out transgender youth 
from their peers”

It is more important to highlight the tactics they employ than merely 
naming them. 

Strong language: “We should not let a handful of lawmakers single out and exclude youth 
from health care, school, or sports.”   

Work Together Evoke Transgender People

Create a unity of purpose by describing people working together.

Strong language: “we all deserve” “By joining together, we can leave a legacy of kindness 
and consideration in which the next generation can take pride.”

Talk about gender identity when articulating an agenda to make life better 
for transgender people. 

Strong language: “We need to respect each other for who we are, transgender or not, and 
support all young people to be their authentic selves and pursue their dreams.” 
“discrimination is wrong and that everyone should have the same opportunities to 
succeed in life—and that should include transgender youth.”

Provide a Call to Action

Don’t dwell on problems. Provide a positive call to action around unity and change. People feel more empowered when talking about “we” and 
“together.”

Strong Language: “We can ensure all of us have the freedom to be ourselves, pursue our dreams, and have a good life -- no exceptions.” ”feel like we belong in our communities.” 
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A note about dial testing messages.
• A dial survey is a survey that we administer online where we ask a series of questions and 

then have people listen to recordings of messages while providing their moment-to-
moment feedback (like the lines CNN sometimes displays at the bottom of the screen 
during Presidential debates that reflect subgroups’ real-time reactions to the candidates). 
Our analysis of people’s moment to moment reactions allows us to identify the key words 
and phrases that resonate, fall flat, or are counterproductive. This technology enables 
participants to listen to a message and react in real-time. 
• When they hear something that they like, they drag their cursor to the right, and when 

they hear something that they do not like, they drag their cursor to the left. We aggregate 
responses and analyze reactions by specific demographics and attitudinal groups allowing 
us to compare the effectiveness of messaging frames and identify the key words and 
phrases that excite base audiences and persuade skeptical audiences.
• We measured the mean of the moment-by-moment dial rating, as well as asking people 

to provide an “convincing rating” of each message overall after it is read.
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Summary of Message Ratings
“Authentic Selves” is the top message in terms of convincing and dial ratings. Among those who are more likely to vote 
for a candidate who stood up for transgender rights and inclusivity, most of the messages perform equally well. Among 

those who shift toward being more likely to vote for a candidate who stood up for transgender rights and inclusivity, 
Authentic Selves, Belonging, and Boxes/Freedom are in a top tier. Opposition voters respond most to the Opposition 

message. The mean for the Opposition message is above 50.

Summary of Message Ratings 
(Sorted by Persuadable Dial 

Rating)

Mean Convincing Rating Mean Dial Rating

Total
Solid 
More 
Likely

Solid 
Less 

Likely

Toward 
More 
Likely

Toward 
Less 

Likely
Total

Solid 
More 
Likely

Solid 
Less 

Likely

Toward 
More 
Likely

Toward 
Less 

Likely

Authentic Selves 65 82 26 77 48 64 75 40 69 53

Belonging 64 81 24 75 38 63 75 40 68 53

Boxes/Freedom 64 81 21 76 45 63 74 41 66 52

Division 62 81 20 71 44 63 75 35 67 53

Sports 59 77 20 69 37 62 73 37 67 51

Opposition 61 52 83 61 77 60 58 72 61 64
N size 563 203 255 78
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Across subgroups, voters respond to wanting to be treated with dignity and respect. For those who are solid 
more likely and toward more likely, they steadily dial up and respond well to the last sentence. Freedom to be 
ourselves and pursue our dreams is strong, too. 

0
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

Solid More Likely Solid Less Likely Toward More Likely Toward Less Likely Total

No matter what we look like or 
where we are from, we want 
to be treated with dignity and 

respect want to be treated 
with dignity and respect. 

…and have a good life – no 
exceptions.

No matter what we look like or 
where we are from, we want to be 
treated with dignity and respect. 
But today, certain politicians are 
pushing laws that restrict our 
freedoms because of the color of 
our skin, what’s in our wallets, or 
because we are transgender, so 
they can deny us the basic rights, 
resources, and respect all people 
deserve. They divide us instead of 
uniting us, so we turn against some 
group instead of joining together to 
demand what our families need. By 
rejecting this division, we can 
ensure all of us have the freedom 
to be ourselves, pursue our 
dreams, and have a good life -- no 
exceptions.

…because we are 
transgender, so they can 
deny us the basic rights, 

resources…

Mean 
Rating

Total Solid More Likely Solid Less Likely Toward More Likely Toward Less Likely

65 82 26 77 48

Authentic Selves – by Pro-trans Candidate Shift (Q13→40)

…freedom to be ourselves, 
pursue our dreams

But today, certain 
politicians are pushing 
laws that restrict our 

freedoms because of the 
color of our skin, what’s in 

our wallets

… respect all people deserve.

… joining together… … what our families need …
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Across subgroups, except those who are solid less likely, voters dial up with a strong, uniting kick-off statement. 
Those who are toward less likely dial up sharply when they hear that it is wrong for a person in power to tell 
someone, “you don’t belong.” However, when identifying the problem, those who are toward less likely and 
solid less likely dial down. 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47

Solid More Likely Solid Less Likely Toward More Likely Toward Less Likely Total

Whatever our color, 
background, gender, 

or zip code…

…rigid boxes…

Whatever our color, background, 
gender, or zip code, deep down we 
all know it’s wrong for a person in 
power to tell someone, “you don’t 
belong.” Yet right now certain 
politicians, having failed us and left 
millions struggling to make ends 
meet, are trying to distract us by 
singling out transgender youth from 
their peers. These politicians are 
picking and choosing which children 
can have the education, childhood, 
and community we all deserve just 
because they don’t fit into the rigid 
boxes of how they think a boy or girl 
should be. Together, we can make 
this a place where we are all free to 
be ourselves and feel like we belong 
in our communities.

…by singling out 
transgender youth from 

their peers. 

…“you don’t 
belong.”

Mean 
Rating

Total Solid More Likely Solid Less Likely Toward More Likely Toward Less Likely 

64 81 21 76 45

Belonging – by Pro-trans Candidate Shift (Q13→40) 

Yet right now certain 
politicians, having failed 

us and left millions 
struggling to make ends 

meet…

…we all deserve …

… trying to distract us … … how they think a boy or 
girl should be …

… feel like we belong in our 
communities
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The freedom to be ourselves is important for both those who are solid more likely and toward more likely, as 
they respond to this phrasing in the beginning and the end. Those who are toward less likely are more 
responsive in the beginning of the message but are sensitive to themes of division, denials, or power.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

Solid More Likely Solid Less Likely Toward More Likely Toward Less Likely Total

…who pass laws to ban 
abortion with no 

exceptions for rape or 
incest…

…want 
the 

freedom 
to be 

ourselves.

…each of us has the freedom to be ourselves and move 
through our communities with dignity.

Across our races and backgrounds, 
we want the freedom to be 
ourselves. But certain people in 
power try to put us in boxes based 
on what we look like, where we’re 
from, or our genders. They divide 
us, whether it is some schools that 
send only girls home for the way 
they are dressed, or it is certain 
politicians who pass laws to ban 
abortion with no exceptions for 
rape or incest or deny health care 
for transgender people or restrict 
activities for transgender youth. 
Together, we can reject these 
divisions and ensure each of us has 
the freedom to be ourselves and 
move through our communities 
with dignity.

They divide 
us…

Mean 
Rating

Total Solid More Likely Solid Less Likely Toward More Likely Toward Less Likely

64 81 24 75 38

Boxes/Freedom – by Pro-trans Candidate Shift (Q13→40)

Across our races and 
backgrounds, we want the 
freedom to be ourselves

But certain 
people in 
power…

Together,…

…restrict activities for 
transgender youth…

… deny health care for transgender people …
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While this message works well among those who are solid less likely, those who are toward less likely only 
respond to the ideas of protecting our children and values.

Common sense Americans want to 
protect the values that make our 
country great. But today, our 
American way of life – where you 
work hard, play by the rules, and 
raise your children with strong 
values – is under attack. By rejecting 
the truth that there are two 
genders, men and women, liberal 
extremists are going too far in their 
relentless push for power to replace 
our way of life. We must ensure our 
children are raised to love our 
country, preserve our freedoms, and 
think for themselves, not bow down 
to extremists. We need to protect 
our children, our communities, and 
our way of life.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

Solid More Likely Solid Less Likely Toward More Likely Toward Less Likely Total

Common sense 
Americans want to 

protect the values that 
make our country great. 

…liberal extremists are going 
too far in their relentless push 
for power to replace our way 

of life.

…our children are raised 
to love our country

…. not bow 
down to 

extremists. 

Mean 
Rating

Total Solid More Likely Solid Less Likely Toward More Likely Toward Less Likely

61 52 83 61 77

Opposition – by Pro-trans Candidate Shift (Q13→40)

… raise your children 
with strong values…

… is under attack.

…. replace our 
way of life. 

…. think for 
themselves. 
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Responses to Attacks
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Key Findings – Candidates Responding to Attacks 
• “Affirm and Pivot” performs better overall as a candidate response to being attacked for being “pro-transgender” in terms of the

convincing rating due to voters who are less likely to vote for a candidate who stood up for transgender rights and inclusivity.

• Among those who are more likely to vote for a transgender champion candidate, the messages perform very similarly.

• We recommend revising the Affirm and Pivot language, so it does not start by centering the elected official/candidate. 

Golden Rule 
We should treat everyone as we would want to be 

treated. Allowing transgender people to be singled out 
and treated differently denies them the respect and 
dignity we’d expect if we were in their shoes. Some 

politicians are trying to tell transgender people how they 
should feel and how they should live. I’m tired of the 

division, and people I talk to are tired of being divided. I’ll 
always care about all the people in our state. 

Affirm and Pivot
They can attack me if they want. I was elected to serve all 
people in our state, and that includes transgender people 
-- who are our friends, neighbors, family, and coworkers. 

They should be treated like anyone else. Instead of 
focusing on divisive statements, we should be focusing 
our attention on getting people back to work, getting 

affordable health care to our hardworking families, and 
guaranteeing all children a quality education. 
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Responding to Attacks
When They Say: Respond with:

X supports transgender people/ a 
radical sexual agenda/ a liberal 
agenda/ radicalizing America: 

Belonging: 
I was elected to serve all people in our state, and that includes* 
transgender people -- who are our friends, neighbors, family, and 
coworkers.

The Golden Rule:
We should treat everyone as we would want to be treated. 

I’ll always care about all the people in our state.

Unity: 
Allowing transgender people to be singled out and treated differently 
denies them the respect and dignity we’d expect if we were in their 
shoes.

I’m tired of the division, and people I talk to are tired of being divided. 

*While this language was tested coming from an elected official, other messengers could use 
this language without the “I was elected to serve all people in our state, and that includes…” 
phrase.
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Movement
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Key Findings – Movement on Core Questions 
• Over the course of the survey, there is a significant increase of voters across party identification who say they 

are more likely to vote for a candidate who stood up for transgender rights and inclusivity. There is no evidence 
of backlash, even among Republicans.

• While influencing attitudes toward gender identity was not a primary goal of messaging, simply by engaging in 
this debate, views toward gender identity are impacted. 

• At the end of the survey, voters across party identification are less likely to align with a gender essentialist view 
and more likely to align with a view that gender is determined by each individual regardless of sex assigned at 
birth.

• There is almost no movement one way or another on the forced choice between accepting people no matter 
their race, background, or gender identity and recognizing that it is damaging to try to redefine or change gender. 
In part this is because agreement with accepting people started out high.
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Over the course of the survey, there is a significant increase of voters across 
party identification who say they are more likely to vote for a candidate who 
stood up for transgender rights and inclusivity. There is no evidence of 
backlash, even among Republicans.
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Would you be more or less likely to vote for a candidate who stood up for transgender rights and inclusivity, or would it not make a difference?
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While influencing attitudes toward gender identity was not a primary goal of messaging, simply by 
engaging in this debate, views toward gender identity are impacted. At the end of the survey, voters across 
party identification are less likely to align with a gender essentialist view and more likely to align with a 
view that gender is determined by each individual regardless of sex assigned at birth. Democrats move 
from being split to a majority believing gender is determined by individuals, and Independents move from 
a solid majority believing there are two genders to being split. 
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Which of the following statements is closer to your opinion? 
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There is almost no movement one way or another on the forced choice 
between accepting people no matter their race, background, or gender 
identity and recognizing that it is damaging to try to redefine or change 
gender. 
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We must recognize that efforts to redefine or change gender are damaging

Not sure
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Which of the following statements is closer to your opinion? To truly do better as a society… 
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Demographics of Voters Nationwide

EDUCATION

39%
College Grad 
or Post Grad

GENDER

52% 47%

PARTY IDENTIFICATIONAGE

70%

Under 30 17%
30-39 16%
40-49 15%

26%50-64

High School or Less 21%
Post-H.S. / Some College 39%

College Graduate

Post-Graduate

23%
16%

Democrat Republican Independent

White/Caucasian

Black/AA

Hispanic/Latino

13%
10%

REGION

25%65+

URBANICITY

45%Urban

Suburban

Rural

33%

21%
Asian/PI 4%

Native American 2% CHILDREN

33%Yes

No 66%

1% non-binary

Pacific 15%
Mountain 8%

West North Central 7%
East North Central 15%

New England 5%
Middle Atlantic 13%

South Atlantic 20%
East South Central 6%

West South Central 11%

47% 39% 12%

Married 53%

Unmarried w/Partner 7%

Single 23%

Separated/Divorced 11%

Widowed 6%

RACE MARITAL STATUS
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Demographics of Voters Nationwide
Orientation

12% 84%

Lesbian 11%

Gay 24%

Bisexual 38%

Pansexual 5%

Transgender 8%

Queer 2%

Questioning 1%

Non-binary 5%

Gender non-conforming 2%

Asexual 2%

Prefer to self describe 4%

Not sure 7%

LGBTQ+ RELIGION

Christian 63%
Jewish 4%
Muslim 3%
Other 5%
None 22%

Protestant 30%

Catholic 24%

Non-denominational 7%

Something else 1%

Not Christian 37%

CHRISTIAN DENOMINATION

More than 1x a week 12%

Once a week 24%

1-2 a month 7%

Several times a year 8%

Only on holidays 4%

Almost never 40%

RELIGIOSITY
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