
Recent changes in stormwater compliance and permitting signal a
significant shift in how municipalities, industries, and developers must
manage runoff and water quality. New regulatory measures, driven by the
USEPA and state-level agencies, emphasize stricter pollution controls,
enhanced monitoring requirements, and increased accountability for
stormwater discharges. Updated permits now require more robust best
management practices (BMPs), expanded reporting obligations, and
sampling for emerging contaminants such as PFAS, 6PPD-q, and
microplastics. However, meeting these evolving requirements demands
more than just infrastructure updates—it requires comprehensive
training programs to ensure that workers, inspectors, and managers
understand and can implement your compliance measures.

Proper training is not just a regulatory requirement; it is a critical
component of ensuring both environmental protection and worker
safety. Employees responsible for stormwater management must be well-
versed in identifying potential sources of pollution, maintaining BMPs, and
accurately reporting data. Without adequate education, even the most
well-intended compliance efforts can fall short, leading to violations, fines,
and environmental harm. As regulations continue to evolve, agencies and
organizations must invest in ongoing training and certification programs to
keep their workforce prepared. CWT Training Academy offers a multitude
of trainings, certifications, workshops, and other resources to enhance
your staff knowledge, and is continuously expanding our course catalog to
bring you training content for new sectors, new geographies, and new
regulatory challenges. Explore our offerings, reach out for compliance
assistance on your site, and be sure to come meet the team at an
upcoming event!

Nathan Hardebeck, Owner of CWT and CWT Training Academy

The CW Tea
VOLUME 3 ISSUE 3  •   MARCH 2025

Monthly Newsletter from CWT Training Academy

In this IssueTaking Training to a New Level 

I N F O @ C W T A C A D E M Y . C O M
W W W . C W T A C A D E M Y . C O M

Spilling the Tea
with CWT
PAGE 01

J O I N  T H E
C W  T E A

M A I L I N G
L I S T !

Academy Offering:
Professional Services

PAGE 03

CWT Consulting and
Regulatory Corner

PAGE 04

2025 WA ISGP Permit
Workshop Tour

PAGE 06

Upcoming Events and
Happenings

PAGE 05

Nationwide Training
Opportunities

PAGE 02



There has never been a better or more pivotal time to
ensure you and your staff are as up to speed as possible
on their education. CWT Training Academy offers a
wide variety of water, environmental, safety, and
professional development trainings that are
applicable to, and helpful for, entities all across the
country. These virtual courses are not state-specific, but
rather cover policy, regulation, skills, and practices that
may be applied anywhere!
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Nationwide Training Opportunities!
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Below is our current list, which is growing every day. Many courses may be bundled, or
are already inclusive of comprehensive training topics, such as our new CASM, PRISM,
and PSCIC Certifications. Contact us today to take your training to a new level!

**included in Storm-E bundle



Did you know that in addition to the training and certifications you know and love, CWT
Training Academy provides a wide variety of professional services for business,
government agencies, K-12 training and education, and many other sectors and programs?
We have a great team of experts ready to help you on a special project or a new initiative. 

Contact us for any questions related to the below service offerings, and come meet the
CWT Training Academy team at an upcoming event (see pages 5 and 6 for dates)!
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Professional Services Overview



The term “microplastics” was first coined
almost 20 years ago, but the speed at which
this emerging contaminant has become a top
concern has been staggering. A study
released in February 2025 shows that the
average human brain contains the same
amount of plastic as what comprises a
plastic spoon - an extraordinary volume that
has increased by as much as 50% in the last
decade. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON:SPOTLIGHT ON:   
MicroplasticsMicroplastics

Helping you navigate change in 2025Helping you navigate change in 2025

This is a massive shift in NEPA policy that is still
unfolding, but a new release from CEQ in late
February indicates that a full repeal of all
current NEPA implementing regulations will be
coming in an interim rule effective April 11,
2025. Modified guidance for implementation by
federal entities is forthcoming, with the intent to
streamline and expedite permitting approvals for
proposed activities. 

Public comment on this interim rule will be
accepted through March 27, 2025 - response to
comments will be included in the final rule.

In earlier editions of this newsletter, we
reported on significant changes expected
to the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) implementation and oversight
within the Trump administration. An
Executive Order called “Unleashing
American Energy” issued in January revoked
a 1977 President Carter Executive Order
directing the federal Council for
Environmental Quality (CEQ) to issue
regulations to federal agencies for NEPA
implementation, and instead directed CEQ
to propose rescinding these regulations. 

Regulations on microplastics are expected to
tighten as research confirms their impact on
human health and ecosystems. Industries may
face stricter requirements for wastewater
filtration, biodegradable alternatives, and
product labeling to limit microplastic
pollution. California’s SB 1263 (2022) requires
the state to develop a strategy for addressing
microplastics in drinking water and the
environment, making it the first U.S. state
with a formal action plan against
microplastics.  More states are sure to follow
suit, especially if federal policies are slow to
move forward with regulation.

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-human-brain-may-contain-as-much-as-a-spoons-worth-of-microplastics-new-research-suggests-180985995/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/the-human-brain-may-contain-as-much-as-a-spoons-worth-of-microplastics-new-research-suggests-180985995/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/25/2025-03014/removal-of-national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-regulations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/25/2025-03014/removal-of-national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-regulations
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March 11-12, Salem, Oregon

ISGP 2025 Workshop Tour
Various Dates/Locations, April-July (see next page)

Ohio Stormwater Conference
May 8-9, Sandusky, Ohio

UPCOMING EVENTS
Trainings, conferences, fun, and other

happenings to keep you in the know in 2025
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Smart Water Utilities USA Convention
March 12-13, Anaheim, California 

2025 National Stormwater Policy Forum
April 7, Washington, DC

EarthX Symposium 2025
April 21-25, Dallas, Texas

We are booking our public, private, in-person, and 
virtual courses and trainings for 2025 now! Reach out 
to info@cwtacademy.com or visit cwtacademy.com 

to check out all of our event offerings

Travel restricted?
Check out our on-
demand training or
schedule a private

course today!

https://shop.cwtacademy.com/products/march-11-12-2025-or-cescl-fc-salem-live-cescl-class?utm_source=copyToPasteBoard&utm_medium=product-links&utm_content=web
https://ohstormwaterconference.com/
https://www.usa.smart-water-utilities.com/
https://www.nlc.org/events/2025-national-stormwater-policy-forum/
https://earthx.org/
https://www.cwtacademy.com/



