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( & HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Events

SATURDAY Dec. 27

Sacrament of Reconciliation
3:00 - 4:30pm - Confessional

SUNDAY Dec. 28
Coffee & Christ
Will resume Jan. 11th

MONDAY Dec. 29
No events today

TUESDAY Dec. 30
OCIA

6:30-8:00pm - Heritage Room

Adult Bible Study
Will resume Jan. 6th

WEDNESDAY Dec. 31
No events today

THURSDAY Jan. 1

Parish Office Closed

D LESSINGS

FRIDAY Jan.2
Parish Office Closed

First Friday Book Club

SATURDAY Jan. 3

WELCOME Women Meeting
9:00am-11:00am - Parish Center Thur. 1/1
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December 27 - January 2

Mass Times

SATURDAY
5:00pm
7:00pm (Spanish)

SUNDAY

8:00am
10:30am

MONDAY
9:00am
TUESDAY
9.00am

WEDNESDAY
Solemnity of Mary (Vigil)
(New Year's Eve)

5:30pm

THURSDAY

Holy Day of Obligation
Solemnity of Mary
(New Year's Day)

Noon

FRIDAY
10:00am

TUESDAY

No Adoration
Will Resume Jan. 13th

THURSDAY

No Adoration
Will Resume Jan. 15th

Click Here For
PARISH CALENDAR
Click Here For
MASS INTENTIONS
Click Here For
FLOWER INTENTIONS

( Flower Intentions
g available for

January

Mass ‘Intentions

Sat. 12/27 5:00pm Taney County Parish Family (Living)
Sat. 12/27 7:00pm Alva Lucero Agundiz

(Anniversary of Death) t

Sun. 12/28 8:00am The Living and deceased members of the
Wenning family t

Sun. 12/28 10:30am Charles and Vivian Fernando t
After 1*' Friday Mass-Gathering Space  Mon. 12/29 9:00am Marco Buzzard (Living)

Tue. 12/30 9:00am Family Members of Suzi Martin (Living)
Wed. 12/31 5:30pm Msgr. Bucher t

Noon Dr. John Huffman t

Fri. 1/2  10:00am Steve & Jenny Ackerman
(Special Intentlon -Living)


https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar
https://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar

Click Here Click Here
to Make a
to Donate
Prayer .
R_equest M

WORSHIP WITH US
.Click here for Mass Times &
Sacrament of Reconciliation
CLICK HERE FOR
‘ DAILY MASS READINGS
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

1ol fIX] v,

Haga clic

aqui para Click Here
el boletin to Contact
en espafol Parish Staff

HAVE A BLESSED

Collection through
Dec. 20, 2025

Envelopes: $22,651.43
Plate: $ 2,655.00

Green $ 7,553.00]
Envelopes:

Total: $32,859.43
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https://www.pinterest.com/OLLBranson/_saved/
https://www.facebook.com/OLLBranson/
https://www.instagram.com/OLLBranson/
https://twitter.com/OLLBransonMO
https://vimeo.com/ollbranson
https://vimeo.com/ollbranson
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/12/Dec%2012-28-2025%20The%20Holy%20Family%20%20A.pdf?t=1766429146000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/12/Dec%2012-28-2025%20The%20Holy%20Family%20%20A.pdf?t=1766429146000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/12/Dec%2012-28-2025%20The%20Holy%20Family%20%20A.pdf?t=1766429146000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/12/Dec%2012-28-2025%20The%20Holy%20Family%20%20A.pdf?t=1766429146000
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/contact-us
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff

f]{oly Day of Obligation

New year’s Eve Solempity of Mary, Mdtbcr of Good

(New Year's Day)
‘Wednesday, Dec. 31 _Thursday, Jan. 1

T
Our Lady of the Cove + _Otir Lady of the Ozarks

20 Kimberling Blvd. ~ Kimberling City ; . 951 Swan Valley Dr. ~ Forsyth

4:00PM = — 9:00AM
Our Lady of the Lake - Our Lady of the Lake

203 Vaughn Dr. ~ Branson J 203 Vaughn Dr. ~ Branson

5:30pm . Noon

Please join
Bishop Edward Rice

SOLEMNITY OF at o
MARY, THE HOLY St. Agnei Cathedra
MOTHER OF GOD or

Holy Hour beginning at 11 pm
on Wed., Dec. 31, 2025
followed by Midnight Mass in
celebration of the Solemnity of

St. Agnes Cathedral, Springfield Mary, The Holy Mother of God.
Wednesday, December 31, 2025
11:00 p.m. Holy Hour followed by
Mass at midnight

Holy Hour and Midnight Mass
with Bishop Edward Rice

What better way to give thanks to
Almighty God for His blessings of
this past year and gratefully
www.dioscg.org anticipate the promise of hope as

we welcome the New Year.

There will be security coverage in The Catholic Center parking lot from 10:30 pm-1:30 am.

Page 4 Parking is also available on Jefferson Ave. in front of the Cathedral.



Coffee and Christ
Sundays

9:15am to 10:15am
Faith Formation Room

We will not meet on
___L__g%; | Sunday, Dec. 28" &
| BUCHARIST Sunday, Jan. 4th
. Jan. 11

Episode 8 -The Last Supper and the Cross: The New Passover of Christ
What is the connection between the Old Testament celebration
of Passover and Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples-and how
does that impact the Mass as we know it?

Jan. 18

Episode 9 -The Mass: Emmaus and the Mystery of the Eucharist

"The Eucharist affected the thinking of the early Church in all
aspects of its worship and practices. But how did the Apostles
put into practice Christ's command to ""Do this in memory of
me?"" Two men and the miraculous encounter they had on the
road to Emmaus could show us more than we realize.

A First Friday
] Book Club

Women's Welcome Retreat N\ |
Our Lady of the Lake Ja ¥

March 7th & 8th 2026 We will meet

January 2, 2026 after the 10:00am Mass
Welcome is a two-day renewal fOT a book study entitled,

weekend unlike any you have attended. M L og g . . . »
Parishioners share with one another Come To Me: L"'v"'ng the Nine First F mdays

ways they have found meaning, hope, by Sister Anne Flanagan, FSP.
peace, and love

in their lives through Christ. We will meet in the

Gathering Space
SCAN TO OE approximately 10 minutes

REGISTER i e after Mass ends.

Awaken your heart to God through the devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus with this treasury of spiritual
readings and prayers, thoughtfully compiled by speaker
and retreat leader Sister Anne Flanagan, FSP.

Page 5


https://ollbranson.com/womens-welcome-retreat
https://ollbranson.com/womens-welcome-retreat

D e a c 0 n ! By Deacon Dan Vaughn

Mary the Mother of God, our Mother of Hope

Mary has many titles. As my oldest granddaughter would say, Mary has a “gazillion titles” or so it seems. On January
1st, we honor her righteous title as Mother of God (Theotokos, meaning “God-bearer”). We know this title well as it is
the oldest known title of Mary in the Church (since approximately 250 AD).

Mary holds a unique and irreplaceable place in the mystery of salvation. As the Mother of God (Theot6kos), she is not
only the mother of Jesus Christ -- true God and true man -- but also our spiritual mother, guiding us toward the fullness
of hope in Christ. The Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms this profound truth, showing how Mary’s role is
inseparably linked to our faith, hope, and salvation.

From the moment of the Annunciation, Mary’s “yes” to God (Luke 1:38) became the doorway through which the Savior
entered the world. The Catechism teaches that “Mary is truly ‘Mother of God’ since she is the mother of the eternal Son
of God made man” (CCC 495). This title is not merely honorary but expresses the reality that the One she bore is the
divine Word made flesh. In her, heaven and earth meet.

But Mary’s motherhood extends beyond Bethlehem. At the foot of the Cross, Jesus entrusted her to the beloved disciple
saying, “Behold, your mother” (John 19:27). The Church understands this moment as the gift of Mary to all believers.
The Catechism explains that “Mary’s motherhood in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly... until the eternal
fulfillment of all the elect” (CCC 969). This is why she is also called Mother of Hope -- because she accompanies us on
our pilgrimage toward eternal life.

Hope, in the Christian sense, is not mere optimism; it is the confident expectation of God’s promises. Mary embodies
this hope perfectly. She believed the angel’s word before seeing its fulfillment. She trusted God’s plan even when it led
her to Calvary. Her life is a living commentary on the Catechism’s teaching that “hope is the confident expectation of
divine blessing and the beatific vision of God” (CCC 2090). Which brings me to my reason for highlighting Mary as the
Mother of Hope.

As a parent of three adult children (lapsed Catholics) who are not quite as zealous for the faith as Beth (my wife) and I,
we turn to Mary seeking her aid. We place our trust in Jesus through the intercession of his Blessed Mother in times
when it seems hope seems silent. Mary’s example reminds us that hope is sustained by faith and nourished by love.

Mary’s role as Mother of God and Mother of Hope is not passive. She actively intercedes for us, leading us closer to her
Son. The Catechism emphasizes that her maternal intercession “continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation”
(CCC969). Just as she once carried Christ into the world, she now carries our prayers to Him, encouraging us to
persevere in hope until we see Him face to face.

In contemplating Mary, we see the perfect disciple --the one who listens, believes, and acts in trust. Her life invites us to
entrust ourselves to God’s will, confident that He will bring all things to completion. As Mother of God, she gave us the
Savior; as Mother of Hope, she walks with us until we are united with Him forever.

ABANDON YOURSELF TO THE VIRGIN MARY.

She will take care of you

- PADRE PIO

Page 6



THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

begin on Christmas Day and last until the Feast of the Epiphany.

This period is a time of celebration and reflection on the birth of Christ and the
revelation of Jesus to the Gentiles, represented by the visit of the Magi. In the
Catholic Church, this season is known as Christmastide, which emphasizes joy

and festivity following the
Advent season of preparation.

The well-known song "The Twelve Days of Christmas'" has roots in Catholic
tradition, particularly during a time when Catholics in England faced
persecution and were prohibited from practicing their faith openly. Each gift in
the song symbolizes a specific aspect of the Catholic faith:

SAAIAIZ AN A AI AT I A AL AI AT I AN A,

Twelve Days of Christimas

A Partridge in a Pear Tree - Jesus Christ
Two Turtle Doves - Old and New Testament
Three French Hens - virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity
Four Calling Birds - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John (the four Gospels)
Five Golden Rings - the first five books of the Old Testament
(the Pentateuch)
Six Geese A-Laying - six days of creation
Seven Swans A-Swimming - seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
Eight Maids A-Milking - eight Beatitudes
Nine Ladies Dancing - nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit
Ten Lords A-Leaping - the Ten Commandments
Eleven Pipers Piping - eleven faithful apostles
Twelve Drummers Drumming - twelve points of doctrine in the

Apostles' Creed Page 7



THE LORD’S TABLE IS SET...
& YOURE INVITED

4 This guide lays out monthly themes & practical suggestions for families to build
" lasting habits within their family & anchor their lives by placing God at the center.

BLESS YOUR HOME FOR EPIPHANY * HOW TO BLESS THE HOME

Use Chalk to Bless your home Use blessed chalk to mark the frame of

your front door:
ATTEND MASS AS A FAMILY

Attend Mass every Sunday this month 20+C+M+B + 26
VISIT THE OTHER “OUR LADY" While saying:
AREA PARISHES The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and

Pick a time to attend a Mass at one of
the other area churches
Our Lady of the Cove - Kimberling City

Balthazar followed the star of God’s Son
who became human two thousand and

e e fifteen years ago. May Christ bless our
Our Lady of the Lake - Branson home and remain with us throughout the
Sat. 5pm & 7pm / Sun. S8am & 10:30am

Our Lady of the Ozarks -Forsyth
Sun. 8:30am

new year. Amen.

=
Eucharistic Congress 2026

» DIOCESE o SPRINGFIELD-

SCAN HERE CAPE GIRARDEAU

to learn more!

Visit WWW.DIOSCG.ORG/DIOCESAN-EUCHARISTIC-CONGRESS or scan the QR CODE
for more resources, including suggestions for the Year of Spiritual Preparation, updates

to the Congress and to help promote the Congress!



WHY NOT

DRAW CLOSER

TO JESUS IN THE HOLY EUCHARIST?

Learn from the Catechism
#1322 - 1327

Get to know St. John Paul II’'s Mind
Ecclesia de Eucaristica Introduction

Give Praise to God
through the “Tantum Ergo” hymn

- Reclaim Sunday for God & the Family
Take a fun Catholic online quiz

. i Watch an uplifting movie
e The Boy from Milan
o A | am with You - A documentary on Carlo Acutis

Contemplate Sacred Art
The Pelican and the Eucharist



https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3W.HTM
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3W.HTM
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_20030417_eccl-de-euch.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_20030417_eccl-de-euch.html
https://catholic-link.org/quiz-how-much-do-you-know-about-the-eucharist/
https://catholic-link.org/quiz-how-much-do-you-know-about-the-eucharist/
https://watch.formed.org/the-boy-from-milan
https://watch.formed.org/the-boy-from-milan
https://ondemand.ewtn.com/Home/Play/en/381-393188
https://ewtn.co.uk/chpop-the-pelican-and-the-eucharist-how-this-bird-became-a-symbol-of-christs-sacrificial-love/
https://ewtn.co.uk/chpop-the-pelican-and-the-eucharist-how-this-bird-became-a-symbol-of-christs-sacrificial-love/
https://dioscg.org/diocesan-eucharistic-congress/

L

Knights of
Columbus®

Knights' Corner ~ Council 6470

Seminarian Support Fund

We have established a K of C Seminarian
Support Fund to serve as a sort of
endowment to support our diocesan
seminarians. Our goal is to raise over
$30,000 to establish a fund that will allow
us to use the interest earned to provide
more than four times the support we
typically have been able to give annually,
and to grow the fund to continually
expand our giving potential.

-

\_/

KorC &P

$30,000
We're almost there! = N\ $28.786

Want to help us reach our goal?
Make checks payable to:

K of C Council 6470 t"'h-m F"I
Memo: Seminarian Fund do

Send checks to:
Our Lady of the Lake, Attn: Kof C
203 Vaughn Dr. Branson, MO. 65616

Want to contribute online?

Here’s a QR code for our Venmo.
Page 10
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The next blood drive is scheduled for
January 16, 2026
12 noon to 5:00pm

Our Lady of the Lake Parish Center,
202 Vaughn Drive Red Cross
Branson, MO. 65616 o
Blood Drive

43 - units collected at the November 15th, 2025 drive.
61 - drives successfully completed since Nov. 2015.
3017 - units of blood have been collected since Nov. 2015.

GO TO -
www.redcrossblood.org zip code 65616 to schedule appointment

Ll

Food Drive Update

2264 |bs of food and $520 to the Salvation Army Fo
Pantry for the Fraternal year 7/1/25 - 6/30/26.

Did you know the Salvation Army can buy food
at just $0.18 per pound? Obviously this makes
monetary contributions more effective.

up to $500 each from the K of C annually.

Want to make a monetary contribution to the Salvation Army Food Panty
through the Knights of Columbus to help reach the bonus gift from the K of C?

Send checks to:

K of C Council 6470
Memo: S. A. Food Pantry 203 Vaughn Dr. Branson, MO. 65616

As of 12/1//25, Our Lady of the Lake has donated over

Just a reminder that for every 1000 lbs of food AND for
every $500 donated, K of C donates $100 to the pantry,

Make checks payable to:
Our Lady of the Lake, Attn: Knights of Columbus

od

o ul
Interested in becoming a Knight?
Contact the church office for contact information, or go online @
kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
Use promo code SHINKEBEIN for one year free membership!
i Page 11
|



https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html

) A

. GIVE SOMETHING «

Jhuot Meauw
"9 i

Blood Drive
Our Lady Of The Lake
Catholic Church
Parish Center

202 Vaughn Drive
Branson, MO 65616

Friday, January 16, 2026
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org
and enter: OURLADY Branson to schedule an appointment.

CESAI0
Come to give Jan. 1-25 for chance to win trip for 2 to ﬁ.\: i
Super Bowl LX in Cali! reblood.org/SuperBowl A

an sppeavman

Schedule your blood donation appointment today!
1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Page 12



wednesday PSR K-12th

Jan. 7th
No Class

Jan. 14 - 5:30-7:00pm
Mass
Food/Class

Jan. 21 - 5:30-7:00pm
Mass
Food/Class

Jan. 28 - 5:30 - 7:00pm
\‘k Mass
Food/Class

Saint John Bosco

ALSO KNOWN AS
; DON BOSCO,
f WAS BORN IN BECCHI, ITALY,
e ON AUGUST 16, 1815
His feast day =~ SAINT JOHN BOSCO IS THE
is on PATRON SAINT OF APPRENTICES,
EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS,
SCHOOLCHILDREN, MAGICIANS,
AND JUVENILE DELINQUENTS.

January 31

SERVICE PROJECT

Decorate
lunch bags

For Elevate
Branson

SPECIAL EVENT

The Epiphany
Tuesday, Jan 6th

1/14 - English Muffin Breakfast
1/21 - Chicken Nachos

1/28 - Pasta




“What did the Holy Family eat on New
Year’s Day?2”

CATHOLIC TRIVIA -
JUST FOR FUN

Question: Which saint
is the patron saint of

riests?
i <3,

We celebrate the Holy Family on the Sunday

e FAMAFUL FUNANES

Answer: St J’ohn (’ ST after Christmas, and then the Mother of God
i ' G.. on January 1. Celebrate these special days
Vlcmney A\ — with intentional festivities.

oLp

MARY, MOTHER OF 60D

YOU HAVE SHE
TO HAND A‘;“E“$JU ALWAYS
I,;‘"LEO 1;35 1 TALKING WORE A
55 5 MANTLE OF
MOTHER: N\ ABGLT:
SHE KNEW
HOW TO
DRESS FOR
SUCCESS.

SOMETIMES TO GIVE US
T THINK 60D . . A PLACE TO
GAVE US , PRACTICE
FAMILIES gz \ CONFLICT
FOR JUST RESOLUTION
ONE REASON.

\Seqven ke | H H
@ 2%5 P wWwIb H

Page 14



_Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them. (Sir 3:3)

Psalm:

Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. ST

Ps 128 )
(Rorias) GERTRUDE'S
Second Reading: PRAYER

And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Col 3:17)

Gospel:
He rose, took the child and his mother,
and went to the land of Israel. (Mt 2:21)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Devotions, Explained!

St. Gertrude’s Prayer is a petition

LIVG The thurgy said on behalf of the Holy Souls of
Inspiration of the Week Purgatory, offering the Blood of

Christ in reparation for the sins of
God created the Holy Family with a great the departed.

sense of purpose, because he knew that Jesus
would be defined by the woman and man
who raised him. Who is our “Holy Family” —

the people who will define us? Who has God . .
placed within our lives for a specific purpose? Famlly Blessmg

May God bless, protect, unite,
mend, and renew our family.

Observances for the week of Help us to be instruments of
healing and holiness, breaking

December 28’ 2025 generational curses, rewriting

Sunday: The Holy Family scripts, overcoming tribulation,
joining in gratitude, and growing

Wednesday: St. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year’s Eve in joy ... together.

Thursday: Mary, The Holy Mother of God, Amen.

New Year’s Day, World Day of Peace

Friday: Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops and Doctors of the Church

Saturday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus
Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord

©LPi SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025 | THE HOLY FAMILY Page 15



Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of

December 28, 2025

Sunday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

Monday:
1Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/
Lk 2:22-35

Tuesday:
1Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/
Lk 2:36-40

Wednesday:
1Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18

Thursday:
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/
Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Friday:
1Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
Jn 1:19-28

Saturday:
1Jn 2:29-3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/
Jn 1:29-34

Next Sunday:
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in

the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Page 16

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

When | was ten, my dad gathered our family around the table
in small-town Vermont and told us we were moving to the
big desert city of Phoenix, Arizona. We were leaving behind
family, friends, and everything familiar. None of us knew what
to expect.

But something beautiful happened. As we made the move
together, our family grew closer. In retrospect, I'm amazed at
my parents’ courage to go on that adventure. Even as a kid

| realized our family found, in that challenge, a deeper unity
and mutual love.

In today’s Gospel, Joseph is told: “Rise, take the child and his
mother, and flee...” (Matthew 2:13, 20). First to Egypt, then
later to Israel. The Holy Family is frequently challenged to
move and change, to adapt to God’s will for them, in order to
find safety in the midst of threat. It's not just an idiosyncratic
story about survival. It's a spiritual pattern for all of us. Every
Christian family is called to be a kind of sanctuary, especially
in a world full of noise, busyness, and fear.

May | make a practical application for us? The Lord’s Day,
Sunday, is perhaps the most practical way we imitate this
dynamic we see in Joseph and his family. Sunday is not
meant to be just like every other day, filled with errands and
stress. It's meant to be a day set apart; a holy “escape” into
rest, worship, joy, and peace. A day to rise, take your family,
and flee, into God'’s presence

— Father John Muir

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025 | THE HOLY FAMILY ©LPi



©LPi SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025

_Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: If any four-word sentence encapsulates what
we can expect from the Christian life, it is this: God had other
plans.

Other Plans

| don’t know exactly what kind of life Mary and Joseph
envisioned when they were first betrothed — back in those
simple times when they were just like any other couple who
had hopes, dreams and no angels telling them what to do.

Whatever their plans were, | think it’s safe to say that the
future God had in store for Mary and Joseph was not one
either of them expected. | would imagine they both anticipated
something a little quieter. A little more stable (no pun
intended). A little less tumultuous.

It exhausts me simply to read through the chaos of their
movements in today’s Gospel. Flee to Egypt, return to Israel
(but not Judea! Herod'’s son is there! Divert to Galilee! Divert!).
Settle in Nazareth (let me remind you, this is all happening with
a baby in tow, and without the aid of a minivan). Take a deep
breath, but don’t get too comfortable — now it's almost time to
lose your kid in Jerusalem. Then you’ll have about 20 years off
before he starts raising people from the dead, and that’s when
things start to get really crazy.

The story of the Holy Family is the ultimate example of the
phrase “God had other plans.” If any four-word sentence
encapsulates what we can expect from the Christian life, it is
this.

| thought | was meant for that job, but God had other plans.

| thought | would live in this place, but God had other plans. |
thought | was supposed to become this person, but God had
other plans.

We can do all the right things. We can make all the right
choices. We can say, over and over again until our voice wears
out, “Thy will be done.” But all we can know for sure is that
God has other plans.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

THE HOLY FAMILY

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

If I go to the Sacrament of
Penance and end up repeating
the same sins, does that mean
I do not have a strong enough
intention to amend my life?

Answer:

There is a popular expression
that says, “Be patient. God isn’t
finished with me yet!” Growing in
faith and holiness is an ongoing,
life-long project, and our struggle
with sin is at the heart of it. As

St. Paul says, the good he intends
to do, he does not do. The evil

he does not intend, he does! It is
not always a lack of intention, but
more often the allure of evil that
makes it difficult to change.

When we confess our sins, we

are to come with a fully contrite
heart. You need to reflect on

your true feelings toward your
actions before approaching the
sacrament. After confession, there
are strategies you can make to
avoid falling into the same traps
of sin. First, pray for and seek

out strength and perseverance
through multiple sacraments,
charitable work, and personal
sacrifice. Second, avoid occasions
of sin when you might fail or be
sorely tempted. In doing these
things, remind yourself daily that
it is a spiritual war we wage, and
with God’s grace, we will succeed.
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Our Lady of the Lake

MOW-JO's Lawn Service Gift Shop
..Cet 'em workin' for you! Open after 947 E HWY 76 417 ;34 8473
Weekend Masses
. LakesideTireandWheel.com
~ Complete lawn maintenance or by appointment

v" Top-quality work

v Insured A %
:%@ Q}M) Macadoodles

Pat Sheil (Marla's Husband) Macepdies

417-294-1042 HEISS SELF STORAGE Beer - Fine Wine - Spirits
599 Maple Street All Your Beverage Needs
(2 miles south of Hollister) 800 Craft & Import Beers

Over 4000 Wines ~ Wine Tasting Daily

FI'Ed & Mary HEISS Across from Belks ~ 483 Branson Landing Blvd

417-334-4702 417.544.9865
YOUR AD SPACE IS

WAITING FOR YOU HERE! Facebook.com/Heiss.SelfStorage M les.com/Branson

o D &M STAY HILTON.
YOU SAW THIS AD, ACCOUNTING SERVICE @ STAY BRANSON
HOW MANY PEOPLE O . LANDING
WILL SEE IT Too) Complete Tax & Accounting Service H | lton R

Hwy. 160 = Forsyth, MO 65653 B S bttt
Click He HILTONS OF BRANSON 417.336.5500

ey HiltonsofBranson.com
DAN & MARILYN GUY  417-546-5086 HiltonsofBranson.com

GREENLAWN FUNERAL HOME
CREMATORY - MONUMENTS

Ly K '
CBCIlm S PRE-ARRANGEMENT SERVICES

708 HICHWAY 248

Sa}nplers Branson, MO 417-334-1550

YOUR AD SPACE IS
Needlework Supplies & Accessories GreenlawnFuneralHome.com WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

Ken & Margaret Irvin, Owners YOU SAW THIS AD
417-336-5016 HOW MANY PEOPLE o [ ]
2652 Shepherd of the Hills Expressway WILL SEE IT TOO’

HCW REALTY

417-334-5118 Eric Huffman
\\ 105 E Hensley St OWNER/BROKER

Al Celebrations: Weddings 417.239.0951

Wersar

CeciliasSamplers.com

Miles Construction Services, LLC
Brian Miles ~ Parish Member
417-527-0301 Established 1985

221 Branson Landing Blwd.
Bransan, M0 65616

mcsinbranson@acl.com
292 River Drive RENOVATION SPECIALIST
Branson, MO 65615 Uprar acked- R -AcRion-Repairs

Anna i
Froprietor &

2
arish Member

MCSinBranson@aol.com BransonPetals.com HCWREALTY.COM
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https://www.facebook.com/heiss.selfstorage/
https://www.lakesidetireandwheel.com/
https://macadoodles.com/Branson/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/hrobrhh-hilton-promenade-at-branson-landing/
https://greenlawnfuneralhome.com/location/greenlawn-funeral-home-branson/
https://www.ceciliassamplers.com/
https://bransonpetals.com/
https://www.hcwrealty.com/
mailto:MCSinBranson@aol.com

CANTWELL, SMITH
& TROKEY, Lip

DAVID L. SMITH & MATTHEW F. TROKEY
KATE TROKEY-HARRIS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Telephone 417-334-2222
Facsimile 417-334-2777

115 W. Atlantic
Branson, MO 65616

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

q

YOU SAW THIS AD,

HOW MANY PEOPLE
WILL SEE IT TOO?

cl

-‘.||||4 tin

Alfredo Rosales, Owner & Parishioner

I'I M/\ TER TELF LL[,

Kitchen, Bathroom, Fi ELJh:ICE‘ Patios, Tile, Stane
Mobile 417-699-3186 ~ Office 417-527-1127

Master.Tile. MO@gmail.com

Quality Meats
Harter House

Sugar Leaf Bakery Café
OPEN SUNDAY 11 AM -2 PM

Morning Pastries-Daily Lunch Specials-Special Creations
‘Wedding Cakes & Catering
Located in the Grand Village

WIF
FRE‘E 417-336-6618

Sugarl eafBakeyCafe.com

Quality Meats Since 1973

We're Your Old Foshioned Neighborhood Market

Mon-Sat7-9 Sun7-8

175 Gage Drive Hollister, MO
417-336-3616

HarterHouse.com

SKAGGS

FOUNDATION

7

& Knights of
/ Columbus’

Council #6470

Meeting 1st Thursday of the Month
LOWER LEVEL OF THE CHURCH
ROSARY 6:30 PM MEETING 7:00 PM

Grand Knight - Lee Berhorst

KofC.org

PINEGAR

AUTO PLAZA

New & Pre-owned Sales & Leasing

Chevrolet ~ Buick ~ GMC
www.PinegarBranson.com
Fletch@PinegarBranson.com

N. Hwy 65
Branson, MO 65616

417-334-3114
1-800-766-9215

PinegarBranson.com

Branson A‘CE Hardware

190 Cross Creek Blvd, Branson n

(417) 320-6218
www acehardware.com
Alan & Linda Koenig ~ Parishioners

AceHardware.com

Darrel & Susan Bearden
SNAPP BEARDEN
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY
OZARKS MEMORIAL PARK
Branson 417-334-3670

Snapp-Bearden.com

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

s..'
wy THE BROOK
\ A ‘
Substance Use Disorder &
Mental Health Treatment

For the Whole Family
417-527-8877

S'l'iﬂl( * SHAKE

Fumows Foa Siaakﬁuaq.m

503 W MAIN ~ 417-336-5303
1386 HWY 376 ~ 417-336-2565

SteaknShake.com
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mailto:Master.Tile.MO@gmail.com
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16479?utm_source=google&utm_medium=local&utm_campaign=localmaps&utm_content=16479
https://www.pinegarbranson.com/
https://www.harterhouse.com/index.php
https://sugarleafbakerycafe.com/
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
https://skaggsfoundation.org/
https://www.snapp-bearden.com/
https://www.steaknshake.com/locations/mo-branson-w-main-street/

),

. WELCOME 10
é Our Lady of the Lake
Vg" 203 Vaug:,(r)\tlialzlr.a I:rs:nns:z:,mMO 65616

Office@ollbranson.com | 417-334-2928
Office hours: M - F | 9:30am - 3:00pm

Fr. J. Friedel WEEKEND
Pastor Saturday 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm (Spanish)
417-334-2928 X 105 Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am (Live-Streamed)
JFriedel@dioscg.org WEEKDAY
Fr. Johny M. Augusthy Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 9:00 am
Associate Pastor \X/edr.\esday 530 pm

7 417-334-2928 X 101 1st Friday 10:00 am
johnyvc@dioscg.org

Holy Day of Obligation
Fr Dhaneesh Thomas Noon and 7pm (Bilingual)
Associate Pastor
417-334-2928
Dhaneesh@dioscg.org

Saturdays from 3:00 - 4:30 pm

Deacon Dan Vaughn or by Appointment (417-334-2928)

Permanent Deacon
417-546-5208
DcnDanVaughn@gmail.com

Tuesday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

1st Wednesday of the month. After Mass -
Adoration, Exposition, and Benediction until 7:30pm
Samantha Barron Thursday 9:30 am - 7.00 pm

Director of Parish Hospitality « We will not have the exposition of the Blessed
417-334-2928 X 111 Sacrament for the week before, the week of, and the
SamanthaBarron@ollbranson.com week after a holiday.

Mike Rivera o All Adorers, please sign in when you come to pray

Director of Outreach before the Blessed Sacrament.

417-334-2928 x 102 office  417-527-4367 Cell * Please get in touch with the office if you need a door
MikeRivera@ollbranson.com code or are having trouble with your own.

Nickie Rivera

Director of Formation
417-251-1819 Cell

Any suspected or known abuse of a minor must first

NickieRivera@ollbranson.com be immediately rgported to the Missouri Child Abuse

and Neglect Hotline 800-392-3738 or 844-CAN-TELL;
Pat Hutcheson or for suspected or known abuse of vulnerable or
Director of Finance eligible adults, the Missouri Adult Abuse and Neglect
417-334-2928 X 110 Hotline 800-392-0210.

PLHutcheson@ollbranson.com The Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau is

Valerie Marriott committed to the mission and ministry of protecting
our children and young people.

Click here to read more:
Dioscg.org/child-youth-protection

Director of Communication
417-334-2928 x 103
Vmarriott@ollbranson.com

Click here or scan the QR code
to the left to register online

Mercedes Ortiz

Lead Custodian
417-334-2928
Office@ollbranson.com

Dan Bosserman

Maintenance Lead & Custodial Services Click here or scan the QR code to the right
417-334-2928 to sign up for our parish communication so
Office@ollbranson.com you can stay up to date



https://ollbranson.com/new-parishioner
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/register
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https://ollbranson.com/new-parishioner
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mailto:office@ollbranson.com
http://dioscg.org/child-youth-protection
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/register
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https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/register

