OUR LADY OF THE LAKE

203 VAUGHNRD.,BRANSON,MO | 417.334.2928 | OFFICE@OLLBRANSON.COM

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

— OV
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “No one has gone up to heaven except the
one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man.” For God did

not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world might be saved through him. - Jn 3:13, 17

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©@2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. ©LPi



7 Exaltation

o the HOlY Cross
Mass Times

Events

SATURDAY Sept. 13

WELCOME Women’'s meeting
9:00 - 11:00am - Heritage Room

Sacrament of Reconciliation
3:00 - 4:30pm - Confessional

SUNDAY Sept. 14

Coffee & Christ
9:15 - 10:15am - Faith Formation Room

PSR - Youth Night (10th-12'"" Grade)
6:00 - 7:00pm - St. Michael Room

TUESDAY Sept. 16

Adult Bible Study
10:00 - Noon - Faith Formation Room

Centering Prayer
3:00-4:45pm - Heritage Room

OCIA
6:30-8:00pm - Heritage Room

WEDNESDAY Sept. 17

Stitchers
9:00am - 12:00pm - St. Francis Room

PSR (K-9'" Grade)
5:30pm - Mass - In the Church

6:00 - 7:00pm - Class/Food- Classrooms

Music Practice
6:15 - 7:30pm - Music Room

THURSDAY Sept. 18

OLL Games
1:00 - 3:30pm - Faith Formation Room

FRIDAY Sept. 19

Spanish Charismatic Group
6:00 - 9:00pm - Faith Formation Room

SATURDAY Sept. 20
No AM Events

SATURDAY
5:00pm
7:00pm (Spanish)

SUNDAY
8:00am

10:30am

MONDAY
9:00am

TUESDAY
9:00am

WEDNESDAY
5:30pm

THURSDAY
9:00am

Flower
Intention
S ept. 13-19

Sat. 9/13
Sat. 9/13

Sun. 9/14
Sun. 9/14
Mon. 9/15
Tue. 9/16
Wed. 9/17
Thu. 9/18

eri September 13 - September 19

TUESDAY
9:30am - 3pm - Chapel

THURSDAY
9:30am - 7pm - Chapel

Click Here For

PARISH CALENDAR

Click Here For
MASS INTENTIONS

Click Here For
FLOWER INTENTIONS

5:00pm Nick Toth +

7:00pm Taney County Parish Family
(Living)

8:00am Larry Bertram +
10:30am Richard Carlile +

9:00am David Murray (Living)

9:00am Sylvia Northrop +

5:30pm Bill Simmons +

9:00am Carol & Robert Moritz +



https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar
https://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar

Click Here Haga clic

Click Here , Click Here

to Make a
Prayer to Do.nate f&@ﬁ to Contact
Request Online en espariol Parish Staff

WORSHIP WITH US

Click here for Mass Times & Collection through
Sacrament of Reconciliation Sept 7th, 2025

|Enve|opes: $10,169.00|

< CLICK HERE FOR Plate: $ 150.00|
\/ DAILY MASS READINGS E;j:ropes: $6,881.81
Total: $17.200.81

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

OO0
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https://www.facebook.com/OLLBranson/
https://www.instagram.com/OLLBranson/
https://twitter.com/OLLBransonMO
https://vimeo.com/ollbranson
https://www.pinterest.com/OLLBranson/_saved/
https://ollbranson.com/contact-us
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/8/Aug%2008-24-2025%2021th%20Sunday%20Ordinary%20Time%20C.pdf?t=1755705501000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/8/Aug%2008-24-2025%2021th%20Sunday%20Ordinary%20Time%20C.pdf?t=1755705501000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/8/Aug%2008-24-2025%2021th%20Sunday%20Ordinary%20Time%20C.pdf?t=1755705501000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/8/Aug%2008-24-2025%2021th%20Sunday%20Ordinary%20Time%20C.pdf?t=1755705501000
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
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Coffee and Christ

9:15am to 10:15am
Fai_th Formation Room

R

Dr. Brant Pitre examines
what the Old and New
Testaments, the life of

Christ, and the early
Church fathers reveal
about the life and identity [l ;

of Mary. . Lectio: Mary
“The Bible and the Mother of God”
with Dr. Brant Pitre

Why is Mary so
important to Catholics,
and why have so many

f I\ri _{,f& 12. "Ir people been devoted to

her over the centuries?

Sunday, Sept., 14th
Session 8: Question & Answer
As the study concludes, Dr. Pitre takes time to
answer questions that surfaced over the course of
the video sessions. We are reminded that a deeper
understanding of Marian teachings, illuminates even
more fully the beauty and love of Our Lord!

\1//

Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study
10:00am - Noon
Faith Formation Room

GREAT
| AovENTURE

Session 2: Sept. 16th Session 3: Sept. 23rd

Focuses on the early life of Luke % Focuses on John the

Jesus, highlighting His . The Story of Salvation Fulfilied 5 Baptist's call to repentance,
dedication and the the baptism of Jesus, and
fulfillment of messianic The Gospel of Luke takes you on a Jesus’ genealogy,

promises, deepening your journey that begins with the highlighting how these
understanding of God's f°rdet9|l""_9 of J°_h“Jthe Baptist's birth  eyents prepare the way for
faithfulness through iannto chue;nvl::tes e " Jesus’ public ministry and

Scripture. reveal His role as the
Along the way, you will witness key fulfillment of God's

moments in salvatlon_ h|_story, promises to all humanity.
including the Annunciation; the

For more information Nativity; Jesus' baptism; his public
contact Pat Schooley ministry; the Last Supper; and Jesus’
at patjschooley@gmail.com suffering, death, and glorious
Resurrection. Page 5



mailto:patjschooley@gmail.com

ednesday PSR - K-9th

SEPTEMBER PSR GALENDAR

MENU

Sept. 17 -5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/Dinner/Class

Sept. 24 - 5:30-7:00pm
Mass/Dinner/Class

9/10 & 9/14 - Chili Cheese Dog

9/17 & 9/21 - BBQ Chicken Sliders

o %*,\(..

SAINT OF THE MONTH

ST MOTHER TERESA

WAS THE FOUNDER OF
THE ORDER OF THE
MISSIONARIES OF
CHARITY,

A ROMAN CATHOLIC
CONGREGATION OF
WOMEN DEDICATED TO
HELPING THE POOR.

CONSIDERED ONE OF
THE 20TH CENTURY'S
GREATEST
HUMANITARIANS,

SHE WAS CANONIZED AS
SAINT TERESA OF
CALCUTTA IN 2016.

Y

sunday Youth Night - 10th-12th
Sept. 14 - 6:00- 7:00pm

Sept.21-6:00-7:00pm
Catechetical Sunday- Catechist’s
celebrated at all Masses

Sept. 28 - 6:00- 7:00pm

S

Page 6




wsssnsosce: OGTOBER PSK GALENDAR............

ednesday PSR - K-9th

Oct. 1 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/Adoration/

] Oct. 8 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Dinner/Class

Mass/Dinner/Class
Oct. 15 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/Dinner/Class
Oct. 22 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/Dinner/Class

Viritus Childrens Lesson

Oct. 29 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/ All Hallows Celebration

PARENTS MUST ATTEND

SERVICE PROJEC

e o
he

' -'I -ll.

Fami(y

Rosar :
i the mast beastiful
andfhe moetrichin %
qroces of all prayers:
it i the praver el | |
touches masi the
haly tieert of the

" | Mather of Gad...
and if you wish
peace |o reign in
| your homes, recile
lh]-l'l'l‘"f‘l:hlﬂ'f-
P E e

cﬁa[[enge

1L

SPECIAL EVENT

All Hallows o o _ .

Celebration f /
October 29th |
5:30 Mass 4

All Hallows Celebration to follow.

MENU

10/1 & 10/5 - Pizza

10/8 & 10/12 - Grilled Cheese and soup
10/15 & 10/19 - Pasta

10/22 & 10/26 - Cheeseburger Sliders

10/29 - Nachos

SAINT OF THE MONTH

r

~

ST CARLOS ACUTIS

BEATIFIED BY THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH IN 2020, HE IS REGARDED
AS A MODEL FOR YOUNG
BELIEVERS AND WAS CANONIZED
AS A SAINT ON SEPTEMBER 7TH

2025. .

%

sunday Youth Iligm';l .
10th-12th

Oct.5 - 6:00- 7:00pm
Praise & Worship with Adoration
Oct. 12 - 6:00- 7:00pm
Oct. 19 - 6:00- 7:00pm
Oct. 26 - 6:00- 7:00pm

e Viritus Youth Presentation
o .

Page 7




Boxes are filled
with
age-appropriate
items from toys
to personal care
and beyond,
giving tremendous
joy to the children
in need.

You can give great joy
to the poorest of the
poor by participating
in this year's
Cross Catholic
Outreach

Box of Joy Project. Vg J FOR CHILDREN WHO WISH
FOR JUST ONE GIFT

There are two ways to help:
The boxes will be available to pick up with instructions and
monetary donations will be collected after all the September Masses.

Take a box after Mass in
September, fill it with goodies Donate $20.00 and we

and RETURN it by will fill a box for you

Sept. 28th and ship it off
with $9 for shipping

Thank you for your support -
Your box may be the only Christmas Gift a child receives!

American Red Cross A *‘** ** ¥

Give blood. velp save ives. A Our [ac[y of the Ozarks e

X
++'|'+'|'+'|‘+'|'+'|‘+'|'+++‘|'++++ i Fall Rummage & Bake Sa[e*:

+++++++++++

Sept. 25, 7am - 4pm
Sept. 26, 8am - 4pm

Blood Drive Sept. 27, 8am - noon
Our Lady Of The Lake . ) S ‘ .
Catholic Church s e Yy N T Yy 5 0 g S e e o
Parish Center ]
202 Vaughn Drive Your donated items can be dropped off at
Balsson, S0/ E500 Our Lady of the Ozarks
Friday, September 26, 2025 ; during their set up hours starting on
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. g September 8 - September 19
P A T o) L oies | Sam - pm
Come o e blood Sept. 32.0ct 1otorasto, ik s Please note that they will not be able to pick up items
frmeemeem == i —— i as they have in the past.
i
Page 8 a Any questions can be directed to

Barbara Peterson at 417-251-0041 or barbsp@protonmail.com

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-B00-733-2767 | redcrossblond.ong | Downlosd the Blood Donor App

T o B Seature e Cvn
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Join us on Sept
ar S OLL Game
W ., 98 1:00pm Faith For

BIG Winner is Ed -167
Joe -174 Eva -262
Lil’ Winner is Remy -304

Julie J -325
Lil' Winner Brenda -339

Swoop - Old & New Swoopers
BIG Winner is Julieann -147 Mahjon
“‘a Sharron -185 Rosemarie -253 Judy O -75

ButCh 279 KeVln 309 Margaret _25
Lil’ Winner is Sharon A -436

Looking for some fun social time with fellow parishioners?
LOOK no further... Come join in OLL Games on Thursday at
1:00pm in the Faith Formation Room. Hope to see you there!

AP

BE STILL Wisdom Saying of Jesus
God knows that you're tired. Centering Prayer is based on the wisdom
He knows you're doing your best. saying of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount:
He knows you don’t know exactly “When you pray, go to your inner room, close
what the future holds. the door and pray to your Father in secret. And
But, He sees you. your Father, who sees in secret, will reward
He sees you're not giving up. you.”" MT 6:6

He has a plan for you.
He will make a way for you.
Be still..
God will handle what you can't
handle yourself.
Until God opens another door,

It is also inspired by writings of major
contributors to the Christian contemplative
heritage including John Christian, Francis de
Sales, Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross,
Therese of Lisieux and Thomas Merton.

trust Him right where you are. Interested in understanding more about
If you still trust God, Centering Prayer?
Don’t forget Amen. Join us on Tuesdays in the

Heritage Room at 3:00pm.
Page 9



Do

From ear infections to tonsils and adenoids, learn what every parent needs
to know. Dr. Travis Brawner will share his expert insights on the most
common ENT issues children face, what to watch for, and when to seek help.

September 16, 2025 -'F
11:30 - 1:00 PM

-n-w qﬁ.

Golden Corral

3551 Shepherd of the Hills Expy

Branson, MO 65616 apansemdioy:

$10 registration is required
Central Trust
Company

Come early to network

ETERNAL REST
GRANT UNTO HIM,
O LORD, AND LET
PERPETUAL LIGHT
SHINE UPON HIM.
MAT HIS SOUL
AND THE SOULS
OF ALL THE
FAITHFUL
DEPARTED,

THROUGH THE
MERCY OF GOD,

REST.IN PEACE.
AMEN

Chailie |

|1993-2005)

UA's m@k@

:xaltationofitheiCross,
E@Dm@b@
Eéxg
m:ﬂ

MaylOugadylofiSoniows;

drawiusicloserdtoliegSon's

PRAYER INTENTION % il

pray to me, and I will hear you.”

10:00 - 11:00am

Adorers Needeg

“Then you will call upon me and come and
- Jeremiah
29:12

Tuesday Thursday

3:00 - 4:00pm
& &
1:00 - 2:00pm 5:00 - 6:00pm

We will not have the exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament for the week before,
the week of, and the week after a holiday.

If you are available for one of these time
slots please contact Julie Johnsonbaugh
julie.johnsonbaugh@gmail .com

Page 10
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“What does the tiger say to his friends before
they go hunting for food?”

e FAMHFUL CONAVES

circumstance; don’t forget that God
is always here, listening, and loving!

[«==T=y]

CATHOLIC TRIVIA - JUST FOR FUN

Question: What is the time limit that cardinals have
to elect a new pope?

Answer: There is no official time limit.

OLPi

TRIOMPH of THe <RoSS

GoD ANSWeEReD Yeall, BUT T DoN'T
MY PRAYERS, B4 Like e HouRs,THe
F3TUER— . BoSS 1S GRUMPY,

IT'S Teo FaR
AwaY, MY _LUNCcil
BReaK. \S Too SHORT, -
T Uave T GeT P 2
Too EARLY, THe l

CotFeES LoOsY.. . ~mymmm: Sl
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Presents:

7th Annual

Fundraisini Banquet

SPEAKERS Church 3:16
15521 US-160

TESTIMONIALS "R METI R T8 Forsvth MO 65653

CATERED DINNER 'Sy ‘ 88 015 open- 5:30pm

September 18, 2025
Tickets- $40

*Tickets are non-refundable

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE
CHILD AND YOUTH HAVEN PROJECT

lo register or donate: call 417-527-8877
or visit
thebrookwellnesscenter.org
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MAGNOLIAS A MIRACLES
-\ SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 | WHITE RIVER \/

Let the flowers bloom and the miracles begin: support the 2025 LifeHouse Gala, Springfield: Magnolias &
Miracles! All proceeds of the event directly support LifeHouse Crisis Maternity Home in Springfield.

/
§

LifeHouse in Springfield has welcomed 156 healthy babies and counting since it first opened its doors in 2013,
and we invite you to help support this life-changing program. Your support of the LifeHouse Gala, Springfield
helps give hope to mothers and their babies during a time of great need!

MULTIPLE WAYS TO SUPPORT EVEN IF YOU CAN'T ATTEND!

DONATE TO FUND OUR MISSION - MATCHING GIFT AVAILABLE!

100% of Fund Our Mission donations directly support LifeHouse. This year, you can double the impact of your
donation - we have a matching gift available up to $65,000 as well as 70% Missouri state tax credits for

eligible donors.

o BEACH HOUSE & JEWELRY RAFFLES - BUY ONLINE & WIN FROM ANYWHERE!

Purchase raffle tickets to win a 6-night stay for you and 13 guests at a gorgeous beachfront home in Gulf
Shores, Alabama, OR a beautiful floral ring, valued at $5,000, generously donated by Maxon Fine Jewelry!
Raffle tickets are available online, and you need not be present to win.

o ONLINE AUCTION - BID ONLINE & WIN FROM ANYWHERE!

The LifeHouse Gala, Springfield, Online Auction features a variety of fabulous items, from signed Kansas City
Chiefs memorabilia, a Branson experience package perfect for the entertainment enthusiast, golf outings,
and more, along with the items featured below. Auction items will be available online starting September 5,

and winners need not be present to win, meaning you can bid and win big from anywhere!

...f'_/iy

i , -

Epoxy Garage Floor Private Tasting Experience 2 Full Vehicle Details Guided Fishing Trip

Danated by Kevin & Christine Howell Donated by Whiskey Tango Danated by Ming Auto Beauty Center Donated by Captain Rick LaPoint

For more information, scan the QR code or visit https://onecau.se/lifehousesgf25 Eh‘n .1:E

i <"y |J

PRESENTED BY: BENEFITING: (_]jCatholic Charities
Page 13 Aurumn'r of Southern Missouri




Give5 is a local program that

invites active retirees to connect with
others, learn more about their
community, and decide where their
unique talents can be utilized for five
hours per month to help

non-profits in our area.

Classes are FREE for
residents of Stone and Taney Counties!

?GIVE 5

OLLBranson.com/Give5
Or Call417-334-2928

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Page 14

REGISTER TODAY
FOR AN

UPCOMING

SESSION

TANEY COUNTY
Oct 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2025
April 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2026

STONE COUNTY

March 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2026
June 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2026

THANKS TO

'l.l .lll -
~ngal
ST e
=,
oy

o

Owr Lady of the Lak

Cathoiic Charch ggniﬂr?ﬁgﬂ

AALE BRENCY 3K LLHE

Give 5 graduates are making
an extraordinary difference
across Missouri. Together, these
volunteers contribute an
estimated $6.7 million per year
in service to local nonprofits.

A 670% return on the state’s
annual investment in the
program.

More than number, this impact
reflects a deeper story: older
adults using their experience,
talents, and passions to create
stronger connections, healthier
neighborhoods, and more
reilient communities.




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
“We have sinned in complaining against the LORD
and you.
Pray the LORD to take the serpents from us.” (Nm 21:7)

Psalm:
Do not forget the works of the Lord! (Ps 78)

Second Reading:
He humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death,
even death on a cross. (Phil 2:8)

Gospel:

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
but might have eternal life. (Jn 3:16)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

God did not send his son into the world to condemn it.

The cross is not a symbol of judgment — the cross is
what mercy looks like when it is lived out. How will we
bring the cross into our lives this week? How will we
live the mercy which has saved us?

Observances for the week of
September 14, 2025

Sunday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Monday: Our Lady of Sorrows

Tuesday: Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian,
Bishop, Martyrs

Wednesday: St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and

Doctor of the Church; St. Hildegard of

Bingen, Virgin and Doctor
Friday: St. Januarius, Bishop and Martyr

Saturday: Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, and

Paul Chdéng Ha-sang,

and Companions, Martyrs [M]
Next Sunday: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time;

Catechetical Sunday

Devotions, Explained!

A litany is an ancient form of
prayer incorporating repetitive
refrains (often “hear our prayer”
or “pray for us”). Litanies are used
in a variety of liturgical settings
and in both private and public
acts of devotion.

Prayer of Love

Dear God,

Expand my heart in new ways
today,

to understand the love You have
for me,

to take that love deeply into
myself,

and to act from that love.

Amen.

©LPi SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 | THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Page 15



Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
September 14, 2025

Sunday:
Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17

Monday:
1Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/Jn 19:25-27 or
Lk 2:33-35

Tuesday:
1Tm 3:1-13/Ps 1071:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6/
Lk 711-17

Wednesday:
1Tm 3:14-16/Ps 11:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 7:31-35

Thursday:
1Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10/Lk 7:36-50

Friday:
1Tm 6:2¢-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/
Lk 8:1-3

Saturday:
1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 8:4-15

Next Sunday:
Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 (see 1a, 7b)/
1Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©@2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 |
Page 16

ross

BLEALS s

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

One of my favorite movies is the 1991 comedy What About
Bob? Bill Murray plays a troubled, paranoid hypochondriac
named Bob Wiley who innocently but annoyingly hounds Dr.
Leo Marvin, played by Richard Dreyfuss. Bob is paralyzed by
his fear of, well, everything, and is convinced the psychologist
can heal him. But Dr. Marvin’s failed attempts to heal Bob end
up driving the doctor to attempt to murder Bob. He fails. The
surprise is that, having faced death head on, Bob is suddenly
healed. He attributes his healing to Dr Marvin for break-
through “death therapy.” In facing the cause of his deepest
illness and dysfunction, Bob is healed.

Underneath this light-hearted comedy is a dead-serious
resonance with this week’s feast: the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross. Christ is lifted up on the cross to force us to face the
truth of sin and death. In that reckoning we find healing. Like
Moses’ snake on a pole, the cross says: this is what is causing
your sickness - rebellion, disobedience, sin. Look at it! Don’t
run from it. Now seeing it exposed, we see life. We see our
physician mercifully healing us. In this sense, we are all like
Bob Wiley. The “death therapy” of the cross is our only hope
for healing.

This week | invite you to “exalt the cross.” If you don’t have
one in your house, get one. Use it for prayer. Gaze on it
frequently. It teaches us to not be afraid. It heals us.

— Father John Muir

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS O©LPi



©LPi SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: When the unfaithful of the Israelites were bitten
by the serpents, they were healed by looking upon the instrument
of their suffering: the serpent itself, mounted on Moses’ staff. To
heal us, God invites us to look upon the cross.

The Cross is Not Negotiable
“Holiness isn't for wimps,” Mother Angelica famously said. “And
the cross isn't negotiable, sweetheart — it's a requirement.”

| love Mother Angelica, and | love this quote. Following God is
tough, and to do it you have to make a decision to be tough, to
endure tough things — and ultimately, to love the toughness of
it all, because within that struggle God meets us with mercy and
salvation.

But in light of today’s readings, | think Mather Angelica would
forgive me for tweaking her words a tiny bit.

Holiness is for wimps, because the cross isn't negotiable.

When the unfaithful among the Israelites were bitten by the
serpents, they were healed by looking upon the instrument of
their suffering: the serpent itself, mounted on Moses’ staff. With a
literary flourish that puts Homer and Shakespeare to shame, God
inverts that primitive symbol. To heal us, he invites us to look upon
the cross — the sacrifice which achieved our redemption.

Jesus came here to die on that cross for us. For the wimps.
Because we couldn’t do it ourselves, even if we tried. We couldn’t
right all of our wrongs, not if we had a million years to do it. We
would keep screwing it up. We would keep failing. We're wimps;
that's what we do.

But the cross — the cross is a magnificent invitation to something
more. Divinity Himself, assuming the cloak of flesh and the weight
of sin, so that when we look at the cross, we might recognize
ourselves. So that we might see what we have been, what we are,
what we could be.

And none of it is negotiable.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

| have a friend who says she
doesn't need to attend Mass
because she prays to God every
day. What are your thoughts on
this justification?

Answer:

If the only reason for going to
church were to talk to God, your
friend might be right. Prayer is not
something limited to a physical
place or even a holy place. If

the sole purpose of the Church
were prayer, it would be a narrow
purpose indeed. The Churchis a
community of believers, formed
by “one Lord, one faith, one
Baptism.” It is an outward sign

of our faith in God instituted by
Christ, and the purpose of the
Church is to give us grace, that is,
a share in God'’s life.

Coming to Mass is not really for
God's sake, but for ours. If we
believe that Jesus is truly present
in the holy Eucharist, then we will
want to be in his presence. We
will want to be fed by him. Qur
daily prayer and good works are
strengthened by our authentic
encounter with our Lord. For
Catholics, it is at Mass that we
celebrate the source and summit
of our faith. If this is true, why
would we ever stay away?

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
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MOW-JO's Lawn Service

. ARS
I 1 ]
..Get 'em workin' for you! JUSTIN YOUNG 947 EHWY 76  417-334-8473

LakesideTireandWheel.com

v Complete lawn maintenance
v Top-quality work

v Insured SHELL

Pat Sheil (Marla's Husband)

417-294-1042 HEISS SELF STORAGE Beer - Fine Wine - Spirits
599 Maple Street All Your Beverage Needs
(2 miles south of Hollister) 800 Craft & Import Beers

Over 4000 Wines ~ Wine Tasting Daily

Fred & Mary Heiss

Across from Belks ~ 483 Branson Landing Blvd

417-334-4702 417.544,9865
YOUR AD SPACE IS

WAITING FOR YOU HERE! Facebook.com/HeissSelfStorage Macadoodles.com/Branson

D&M g STAY HILTON.
OU SA AD ACCOUNTING SERVICE ) STAY BRANSON

0 \ PEOF H . l"t LANDING
C lete Tax & A ti ) i I
oC gttt T111LON oo o
(| Owners: )
¢ DAN & MARILYN GUY  417-546-5086 HiltonofBranson.com

GREENLAWN FUNERAL HOME
CREMATORY - MONUMENTS

el e ’
CeCllm S PRE-ARRANGEMENT SERVICES

708 HICHWAY 248

Sainple | A\ Branson, MO 417-334-1550

YOUR AD SPACE IS
Needlework Supplies & Accessories GreenlawnFuneralhome.com WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

Ken & Margaret Irvin, Owners YOU SAW THIS AD,
417-336-5016 HOW MANY PEOPLE D [ ]
2652 Shepherd of the Hills Expressway [ WILL SEE IT TOO?

T

417-334-5118 Eric Huffman
\_105 E Hensley St OWNER/BROKER

All Celebrations: Weddings 417-239.09 51

Annversar s Funerals
Anna Melendez
Proprietor & Farish Member

BransonPetals.com HCWREALTY.COM

CeciliasSamplers.com

Miles Construction Services, LLC
Brian Miles ~ Parish Member

417-527-0301 Established 1985

221 Branson Landing Blvd.
Bransen, MO 65616

mcsinbranson@aol.com
292 River Drive RENOVATIOM SPECIALIST
Branson, MO 65615 Lipgraes Rrnodil- Add tion. Repairs

MCSinBranson@aol.com
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https://www.facebook.com/heiss.selfstorage/
https://www.lakesidetireandwheel.com/
https://macadoodles.com/Branson/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/hrobrhh-hilton-promenade-at-branson-landing/
https://greenlawnfuneralhome.com/location/greenlawn-funeral-home-branson/
https://www.ceciliassamplers.com/
https://bransonpetals.com/
https://www.hcwrealty.com/
mailto:MCSinBranson@aol.com

CANTWELL, SMITH
& TROKEY, Lip

DAVID L. SMITH & MATTHEW F. TROKEY
KATE TROKEY-HARRIS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Telephone 417-334-2222
Facsimile 417-334-2777

115 W. Atlantic
Branson, MO 65616

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

A

YOU SAW THIS AD,
HOW MANY PEOPLE
WILL SEE IT TOO?

Cl -‘.nlla tin

Quality Meats
Harter House

Quality Meats Since 1973

We're Your Old Foshioned Neighborhood Market

Mon-Sat7-9 Sun7-8

175 Gage Drive Hollister, MO
417-336-3616

HarterHouse.com

Alfredo Rosales, Owner & Parishioner

I'I M/\ TER TELF LL[,

Kitchen, Bathroom, Fi ELJh:ICE‘ Patios, Tile, Stane
Mobile 417-699-3186 ~ Office 417-527-1127

Master.Tile. MO@gmail.com

Sugar Leaf Bakery Café
OPEN SUNDAY 11 AM -2 PM

Morning Pastries-Daily Lunch Specials-Special Creations
‘Wedding Cakes & Catering
Located in the Grand Village

WIF
FRE‘E 417-336-6618

SugarleafBakeyCafe.com

SKAGGS

FOUNDATION

7

& Knights of

Council #6470

Meeting 1st Thursday of the Month
LOWER LEVEL OF THE CHURCH
ROSARY 6:30 PM MEETING 7:00 PM

Grand Knight - Lee Berhorst

KofC.org

/ Columbus’

PINEGAR

AUTO PLAZA

New & Pre-owned Sales & Leasing

Chevrolet ~ Buick ~ GMC
www.PinegarBranson.com
Fletch@PinegarBranson.com

N. Hwy 65
Branson, MO 65616

417-334-3114
1-800-766-9215

PinegarBranson.com

Branson A‘CE Hardware

190 Cross Creek Blvd, Branson n

(417) 320-6218
www acehardware.com
Alan & Linda Koenig ~ Parishioners

AceHardware.com

Darrel & Susan Bearden
SNAPP BEARDEN
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY
OZARKS MEMORIAL PARK
Branson 417-334-3670

Snapp-Bearden.com

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

<y THE BROOK

Substance Use Disorder &
Mental Health Treatment
For the Whole Family
417-527-8877

S'l'iﬂl( * SHAKE

Fumows Foa Siaakﬁuaq.m

503 W MAIN ~ 417-336-5303
1386 HWY 376 ~ 417-336-2565

SteaknShake.com
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mailto:Master.Tile.MO@gmail.com
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16479?utm_source=google&utm_medium=local&utm_campaign=localmaps&utm_content=16479
https://www.pinegarbranson.com/
https://www.harterhouse.com/index.php
https://sugarleafbakerycafe.com/
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
https://skaggsfoundation.org/
https://www.snapp-bearden.com/
https://www.steaknshake.com/locations/mo-branson-w-main-street/

),

. WELCOME 10
é Our Lady of the Lake
Vg" 203 Vaug:,(r)\tlialzlr.a I:rs:nns:z:,mMO 65616

Office@ollbranson.com | 417-334-2928
Office hours: M - F | 9:30am - 3:00pm

Fr. J. Friedel WEEKEND
Pastor Saturday 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm (Spanish)
417-334-2928 X 105 Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am (Live-Streamed)
JFriedel@dioscg.org WEEKDAY
Fr. Johny M. Augusthy Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 9:00 am
Associate Pastor \X/edr.\esday 530 pm

7 417-334-2928 X 101 1st Friday 10:00 am
johnyvc@dioscg.org

Holy Day of Obligation
Fr Dhaneesh Thomas Noon and 7pm (Bilingual)
Associate Pastor
417-334-2928
Dhaneesh@dioscg.org

Saturdays from 3:00 - 4:30 pm

Deacon Dan Vaughn or by Appointment (417-334-2928)

Permanent Deacon
417-546-5208
DcnDanVaughn@gmail.com

Tuesday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

1st Wednesday of the month. After Mass -
Adoration, Exposition, and Benediction until 7:30pm
Samantha Barron Thursday 9:30 am - 7.00 pm

Director of Parish Hospitality « We will not have the exposition of the Blessed
417-334-2928 X 111 Sacrament for the week before, the week of, and the
SamanthaBarron@ollbranson.com week after a holiday.

Mike Rivera o All Adorers, please sign in when you come to pray

Director of Outreach before the Blessed Sacrament.

417-334-2928 x 102 office  417-527-4367 Cell * Please get in touch with the office if you need a door
MikeRivera@ollbranson.com code or are having trouble with your own.

Nickie Rivera

Director of Formation
417-251-1819 Cell

Any suspected or known abuse of a minor must first

NickieRivera@ollbranson.com be immediately rgported to the Missouri Child Abuse

and Neglect Hotline 800-392-3738 or 844-CAN-TELL;
Pat Hutcheson or for suspected or known abuse of vulnerable or
Director of Finance eligible adults, the Missouri Adult Abuse and Neglect
417-334-2928 X 110 Hotline 800-392-0210.

PLHutcheson@ollbranson.com The Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau is

Valerie Marriott committed to the mission and ministry of protecting
our children and young people.

Click here to read more:
Dioscg.org/child-youth-protection

Director of Communication
417-334-2928 x 103
Vmarriott@ollbranson.com

Click here or scan the QR code
to the left to register online

Mercedes Ortiz

Lead Custodian
417-334-2928
Office@ollbranson.com

Dan Bosserman

Maintenance Lead & Custodial Services Click here or scan the QR code to the right
417-334-2928 to sign up for our parish communication so
Office@ollbranson.com you can stay up to date
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