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Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 GCD. ®LPi



SATURDAY Jan. 10

Sacrament of Reconciliation
3:00-4:30pm - Confessional

SATURDAY
5:00pm

7:00pm (Spanish)

SUNDAY
SUNDAY Jan.11 8:00am
Coffee & Christ 10:30am
9:15-10:15am -Faith Formation Room
MONDAY
MONDAY Jan. 12 9:00am
No events today TUESDAY
9:00am
WEDNESDAY
TUESDAY Jan. 13 5:30pm

Adult Bible Study
10:00am-Noon - Faith Formation Room THURSDAY

January 10 - January 16

TUESDAY
9:30am-3:00pm - Chapel

THURSDAY

9:30am-7:00pm - Chapel

T

Click Here For

PARISH CALENDAR

Click Here For
MASS INTENTIONS

Click Here For
FLOWER INTENTIONS

( Flower Intentions
~ag® available for

January

Mass ‘Intentions

OCIA 9:00am
6:30-8:00pm - Heritage Room b
o A
WEDNESDAY Jan. 14 f Flower
Stitchers . Intentions
9:00am-12:00pm - St. Francis Room e
&‘\ fO’r‘ ﬁ/
PSR 7\ Jan. 10th - 16th NV
5:30pm - Mass Marty Waller T\\‘@,
6:15-7:00pm - Dinner/Class "N @
Q?}g ‘
THURSDAY Jan. 15
OLL Game Day
1:00-3:30pm - Faith Formation Room Sat. 1/10 5:00pm
FRIDAY Jan. 16 Sat. 1/10 7:00pm
K of C Red Cross Blood Drive Sun. 1/11 8:00am
12:00pm-5:00pm - Parish Center
Sun. 1/11 10:30am
Spanish Charismatic Group
6:00-9:00pm - Faith Formation Room Mon. 1/12  9:00am
Tue. 1/13 9:00am
SATURDAY Jan. 17 /
No AM events today Wed. 1/14  5:30pm
Thur. 1/15 9:00am
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Carter Mitchell
(Special Intention-Living)

Taney County Parish Family (Living)
Marty Waller (Birthday Deceased) T
Larry Gardner t

Katie & Dominic Axelson
(Special Intention-Living)

Kourtney Elizabeth McConnell T
Andres Melendez t

Michele Chambers
(Special Intention-Living)


https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar
https://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar
https://massintentions.com/memorials/edit/91864
https://massintentions.com/memorials/edit/92687

Click Here

o Make a Click Here
to Donate
Prayer ;

WORSHIP WITH US
Click here for Mass Times &
Sacrament of Reconciliation

, CLICK HERE FOR
@ DAILY MASS READINGS

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

PLfIXI ]V,

Haga clic ,

aqui para Click Here

el boletin to Qontac]:tf

en espariol Parish Sta
"{lgp"":..,:g; __.-
Collection through

Jan. 4, 2026

Envelopes: $5,091.00|

Plate: $ 400.00

(e $1,819.00|

Envelopes:

Total: $7,310.00
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https://www.pinterest.com/OLLBranson/_saved/
https://www.facebook.com/OLLBranson/
https://www.instagram.com/OLLBranson/
https://twitter.com/OLLBransonMO
https://vimeo.com/ollbranson
https://vimeo.com/ollbranson
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2026/1/Jan%2001-11-2026%20The%20Baptism%20of%20the%20Lord%20A.pdf?t=1767801653000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2026/1/Jan%2001-11-2026%20The%20Baptism%20of%20the%20Lord%20A.pdf?t=1767801653000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2026/1/Jan%2001-11-2026%20The%20Baptism%20of%20the%20Lord%20A.pdf?t=1767801653000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2026/1/Jan%2001-11-2026%20The%20Baptism%20of%20the%20Lord%20A.pdf?t=1767801653000
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/contact-us
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff

Thar sy e, o e Jusrs =4

Coffee & Christ
Sundays

9:15am to 10:15am
Faith Formation Room

Jan. 18
Episode 9 -The Mass: Emmaus and the Mystery of the Eucharist

LECTIO
BNCHARIST

- --_/’--‘ = $-

Episode 8 -The Last Supper and the Cross: The New Passover of Christ

¥ What is the connection between the Old Testament celebration of
L Passover and Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples-and how does that
= V impact the Mass as we know it?

"The Eucharist affected the thinking of the early Church in all aspects of '

its worship and practices. But how did the Apostles put into practice
Do this in memory of me?"" Two men and the
miraculous encounter they had on the road to Emmaus could show us

Christ's command to

more than we realize.

CHOSEN

Adult Bible Study

Tuesdays
10:00am-Noon
Faith Formation Room

Join us on Tuesdays

to watch & discuss
The Season 5 of The Chosen
followed by that episode’s

There’s a lot to talk about,
and our Messianic Jewish
rabbi, Catholic priest, and
Evangelical scholar are
back to discuss it all.

Biblical Roundtable discussion

Season 5 Episode 2: House of Cards

Why kill Jesus when Rome can do it for you? As
the Jewish High Priest schemes to bring Him
down, Jesus strikes first: turning the tables.

Bible Roundtable:

It's time for some lively table talk—literally—as our
Bible consultants discuss Jesus turning over tables. They
discuss (and disagree over) whether Jesus cleansed the
Temple once or twice. And along with explaining why
He got so righteously angry, they also consider the
deep meaning of his actions from a Jewish perspective
—and how it revealed Him as the Father's Son.

Page 4

Season 5 Episode 3: Woes

Jesus preaches one last time to the massive
Passover crowd, and the religious leaders
try to trap him in his words.

Bible Roundtable:

Episode 3 covered a lot of ground Biblically—and all
of it pretty weighty stuff—so there’s much to discuss.
Our scholars address the religious leaders' attempt to
publicly discredit Jesus, His equally public
denouncement of them, and his private prediction to
the disciples about the end of the age. And despite all
the conflict and sadness throughout the episode, they
point us to the words of hope and peace at the
beginning and end.



"ednesday PSR K-12th SAINT OF THE MONTH
Saint John Bosco
Jan. 14 - 5:30-7:00pm P— ,
Mass
Food/Class
Jan. 21 - 5:30-7:00pm
Mass P
Food/Class His feast day is on
ALSO KNOWN AS
Jan. 28 - 5:30 - 700Pm WAS BORDNOI':QIBB%%%?I’I,ITALY,
Mass ON AUGUST 16, 1815
=" Food/Class PATRON SAINT OF APPRENTIGES,
EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS,
SCHOOLCHILDREN, MAGICIANS,
AND JUVENILE DELINQUENTS.

SERVICE PROJECT

2020
Decorate 1/14 - English Muffin Breakfast

lunch bags

1/21 - Chicken Nachos
For Elevate 2

1/28 - Pasta
Branson

™~
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ehering

\: THE LORD’S TABLE IS SET... In preparation for the
; & YOU'RE INVITED Diocesan Eucharistic Congress,

g
-

This guide lays out monthly themes & practical suggestions for families to build . 3 - -
lasting habits within their family & anchor their lives by placing God at the center. a l l a re ‘ n Ul t e d t O I O ‘ n
© aanusRy Bishop Edward Rice
BLESS YOUR HOME FOR EPIPHANY * HOW TO BLESS THE HOME for an hour with Jesus
Use Chalk to Bless your home
Use blessed chalk to mark the frame of

your front door:

20+C+M+B+26

ATTEND MASS AS A FAMILY

Attend Mass every Sunday this month

VISIT THE OTHER “OUR LADY" While saying: :
AREA PARISHES The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior,

and Balthazar followed the star of
God’s Son who became human two
thousand and fifteen years ago. May
Christ bless our home and remain with
us throughout the new year. Amen.

Pick a time to attend a Mass at one of
the other area churches

Our Lady of the Cove - Kimberling City
Sat. 5pm / Sun. 8am & 10am

Our Lady of the Lake - Branson

Sat. 5pm & 7pm / Sun. 8am & 10:30am

Our Lady of the Ozarks -Forsyth

Sun. 8:30am

il

t. Agnes Cathedral, Sprlngfleld 4

éi‘i&h

Learn more about the

Tl ,hrsday, January 22
l; ’600pm 7:00pm

We want to hear from you.

SAVE THE DATE: Diocesan
Eucharistic Congress 2026 /'% ("\)

r\

SCANHERE L YEARS
to learn more!

% DIOCESE o/ SPRINGFIELD- i et
@ CaPE GIRARDEAU Diocesan Eucharistic Congress at
https://dioscg.org/diocesan-eucharistic-congress/

G.ORG/DIOCESAN-EUCHAR C-CONGRESS or scan the QR CODE

including suggestions for t of Spiritual Preparation, updates
to help promote the Congre

pJanuary 22 6:00pm-7:00pm
>athedral, Springfield
, February 19 6:30pm-7:30pm
2art Parish, Bolivar
March19 10:00am-11:00am
rt Parish, Dexter
il19 4:30pm-5:30pm
ohn Henry Newman Center,

ay 18 6:30pm-7:30pm

. nney, Mountain View
Thursciq}.lune 18 4:45pm-5:45pm
St. Ann Pﬂﬁsh, Carthage

Wednesday, July 15 6:30pm-7:30pm
Holy Trinity Parish, Aurora

I-Dage 6



https://dioscg.org/diocesan-eucharistic-congress/

WHY NOT

DRAW CLOSER

TO JESUS IN THE HOLY EUCHARIST?

Learn from the Catechism
#1322 - 1327

Get to know St. John Paul II’'s Mind
Ecclesia de Eucaristica Introduction

Give Praise to God
through the “Tantum Ergo” hymn

- Reclaim Sunday for God & the Family
Take a fun Catholic online quiz

. i Watch an uplifting movie
e The Boy from Milan
o A | am with You - A documentary on Carlo Acutis

Contemplate Sacred Art
The Pelican and the Eucharist



https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3W.HTM
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3W.HTM
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_20030417_eccl-de-euch.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_20030417_eccl-de-euch.html
https://catholic-link.org/quiz-how-much-do-you-know-about-the-eucharist/
https://catholic-link.org/quiz-how-much-do-you-know-about-the-eucharist/
https://watch.formed.org/the-boy-from-milan
https://watch.formed.org/the-boy-from-milan
https://ondemand.ewtn.com/Home/Play/en/381-393188
https://ewtn.co.uk/chpop-the-pelican-and-the-eucharist-how-this-bird-became-a-symbol-of-christs-sacrificial-love/
https://ewtn.co.uk/chpop-the-pelican-and-the-eucharist-how-this-bird-became-a-symbol-of-christs-sacrificial-love/
https://dioscg.org/diocesan-eucharistic-congress/

AUGUST 15, 2026

WEST PLAINS CIVIC CENTER

5 A
Hapi Pob NS

JOIN US IN PRAYING, LEARNING & CELEBRATING

—— at the Diocesan Eucharistic Congress ——

-

F”fg DIOCESE of SPRINGFIELD-
CAPE GIRARDEAU

; Visit WWW.DIOSCG.ORG/DIOCESAN-EUCHARISTIC-CONGRESS or scan the QR CODE
M for more resources, including suggestions for the Year of Spiritual Preparation, and updates to the Congress!




Join us on January 15th
W OLL Game Day

1:00pm Faith Formation Room

OLL Train - Little Women
BIG Winner is Julie -232 OLL Train - The Carolers

BIG Winner is Judy E -280
Remy -295 Kevin -302
Eva -304 Joe -345
Lil’ Winner Ed -347

Tied Brenda & Pam -271
Lil’ Winner is Mary -369

Swoop - Fabulous Five
BIG Winner is Julie W -348

Tied Sharon S & Margaret -393 BIG Winner is Judy H -121

Sharon A -590 Dan -144 Butch -157
Lil’ Winner is Rosemarie -692 Lil’ Winner is Jeanne -467

Swoop - @ Guys & @ Gals

Mahjong: Harry -75 Joyce -50 Judy O -50 Fr.J -0

FORWARD... One Step At A Time Bereavement
— - i A - .
e N g A W, A e N+ P > Healing
Grief is painful and exhausting. Bereavement is the state of loss when
someone close to an individual has died. The death of a loved one is one

of the greatest sorrows that can occur in one's life. People's responses to
grief will vary, but grief is a normal, healthy response to loss.

It sometimes seems easier to avoid confronting the feelings of grief and
loss. But working through sorrow and allowing ourselves to express such
feelings can help us recover.

As we come together, sharing our pain, you will not be told how to grieve
or how long it will take. Grief ultimately asks many things of us..
including a shift in the way we relate to life. As we walk with each other,
we will understand that we are not alone, allow ourselves to be mad and
broken, re-discover God’'s love for us and eventually think and say our
loved one’s name with hope.

You are invited to join the bereavement gathering in mid February. You
may have recently lost a loved one or time may have passed since your
loved one’s death. If you are interested in walking together through this
time of sorrow, call the OLL parish office 417-334-2928 asking to be
contacted by Joyce Arnold about our Lady’'s Bereavement Healing Group.
Page 9


https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/grief

CATHOLIC CAMPUS MINISTRY

+ American
L Red Cross

. GIVE SOMETHING

That Meouw
~ Something:

RUN/ WALK

& medal for all racers

Blood Drive
Our Lady Of The Lake
$25 STUDENTS Catholic Church
$25 GROUP (10+) Parish Center

R L EC RS 202 Vaughn Drive
$30 DAY OF RACE Branson, MO 65616

Friday, January 16, 2026
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org
and enter: OURLADYBranson to schedule an appointment.

s
men & women's age d

JANUARY
24,2026

s
l'—'!'.

Come to give lan. 1-23 for chance to win trip for 210 1)
Super Bowl LX in Call! reblood.org/ SuperBowl

C\ick on the

\\r\k Y0 schedule your blood donation appeointment teday!
1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App
417) B&65-0802
BEGIN AT MSU STRONG HALL t ’«-acJCM 847 www . redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?
N RIEE L CCMB47.0RG ZipSponsor=OURLADYBranson

‘gﬁkr{& You aléln\ ited ;,TFE'
lov e
Diocesan \K—"cdding Anniwrsar}-
Sclebration

vO)D

Qoo
_ For couples celebrating their o
':.g:“ « 1st, 5th, 1oth, 15th, zoth, 25th, joth, 35th, g4oth, 45th, 50th, or s0+anniversary - "";‘:"
j e "niﬁ: ) an}'nme.durmg 2026 ThE ﬂ
D g 7 . /) / ( '/ /0 // W)
L M"fﬁ . )fu/f?tf (Coct 72t i rff e 7L
- - FOR THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY MASS W

oo FOLLOWED BY A LIGHT LUNCH RECEPTION
o1 | FEB | z026

Sunday ar 1go-3:30 pan,

o8 | FEB | 2026

Sunday at 1:30-3:30 p.m.

St Mary of r.]'n. Annunciation Cathedral S Agnes Cachedral

Cape Girardeau

3 XLz 5 Springtield
Kindly RSVI* by J.mu. iy 23, 2026 online |'n. "itﬂl‘]l‘lll‘lh the QR code above f
or call Sharon in the Diocesan Family Life Office at (417)866-0841. | n B

Page 10 Family members are welcome! i e


https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=OURLADYBranson
http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=OURLADYBranson
http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=OURLADYBranson
http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=OURLADYBranson

 Hey Deacon!

By Deacon Dan Vaughn

Why Apostolic Succession is essential to the Catholic faith.

What does the Church mean by Apostolic Succession?

Apostolic Succession is the unbroken transmission of sacramental authority from the Apostles to
today’s bishops through the laying on of hands. This is not by symbolic hands nor remembered hands.
This is by real hands by a real bishop.

Jesus did not write a book and tell the Apostles to figure it out. He chose Apostles and gave them
authority and they passed it on. “Do this in memory of me.” (Luke 22:19)

This is why a bishop Is essential. Only a bishop possesses the fullness of the sacrament of Holy Orders.
A priest cannot ordain a bishop. A deacon cannot ordain anyone. Likewise, a community cannot ordain
itself. If there is no valid bishop, there is:

- no valid ordination
- no Eucharist
- no sacramental absolution

This is a sacramental reality.
What is required for a bishop to be validly ordained?

For a bishop to be validly ordained, at minimum of three bishops is required to ordain (consecrate) a
new bishop; one principal consecrator and at least two co-consecrators. This requirement was formally
established at the Council of Nicaea (325 AD) to ensure the new bishop was accepted by the wider
community of bishops and to safequard against unauthorized or "secret" ordinations.

This practice is a visible sign of ‘collegiality’, symbolizing that no bishop acts in isolation but rather as
a member of the global College of Bishops. However, the Pope can grant dispensation for exceptions,
such as in missionary areas or during times of severe persecution. Regardless of the number of bishops
present, a bishop may not lawfully ordain another unless it is certain that a pontifical mandate
(approval from the Pope) has been issued.

Why is the Church so strict in this requirement?

The Church requires multiple bishops not because she doubts God, but because she respects history,
continuity, and truth. This protects the faithful from: fake ordinations; self-appointed pastors; and
invented ministries. It guarantees that when we receive the Eucharist, it is the same Christ handed on
from the Apostles.

This Is why Apostolic Succession Matters. For without it the altar becomes a table, the Mass becomes a
service, the priest becomes a speaker, and the Church becomes an organization. With Apostolic
Succession: Christ remains the High Priest, the Eucharist remains His Body, and the Church remains His
Body.

The chain of Apostolic Succession is not fragile, but it is precise. God protects His Church and He does
so through order, not shortcuts. While one valid bishop is enough to pass on the succession, without a
bishop, nothing sacramental can happen. This is why Apostolic Succession is not optional. It is the
bloodstream of the Church.

Page 11



CATHOLIC
MEN'S|
CONFERENCE

Saturdax, Feb. 21, 2026
at Springfield Catholic High School

Keynote Speaker
Marcel LeJeune

‘Marcel LeJeune, author of ‘The
Contagious Catholic,” is renowned
for his message of radical change
g g and the call for person-to-person
’:, evangelization.”

. - John Edwards

Doors open 7am. Mass 8am. Ends by 3:30pm.

Register for free now!
www.CatholicConference.men

K1 ¥ @SOMOMensCon

A note of thanks from Fr. Dave Hulshof

Fr. Dave would like to express his gratitude
for the many Christmas cards and well
wishes he received from our parish
community and the parishioners in
Branson.

He truly enjoyed his time serving as pastor
of both Our Lady of the Ozarks and Our
Lady of the Lake. He offers his prayers and
blessings to us in the year ahead.

Page 12

January is Respect Life Month
Join Catholics Nationwide for the
9 Days for Life Novena, January 16-24, 2026

h annual novena
n of human life.

9 Days for Li
for the protec

Each day’s intention is accompanied by a short
reflection and suggested actions to help build a

culture of life.

Participants can download the novena or sign up to
receive the daily prayers via email or text message..

Go to the link below to pray for life:

“Let us pray and work
for the protection of
all human life, from
conception to
natural death.
May every parish
put forth the
necessary resources
to walk with moms
in need.”

Bizshop Edward M. Rice

Janaary

PRAYER INTENTION



https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-signup

t
Jn Cone"™ Way of the Cross Concert
Friday, January 23™ at 7:00 p.m.

(inclement weather, January 30th)

V — .-’1 Our Lady of the Cove
| Catholic Church

20 Kimberling Blvd
Kimberling City, MO 65686
Info at 417-739-4700

n’s Retreat

When: Saturday, January 24*
9:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m.

Free music

download at W 0 m e

| www.DonnaCori.com

The Way of the Cross

(a song and video for each station) Where: oLC C&thOllC Church
Make the Stations of the Cross like never before. This presentation is an
intimate “walking” with the Lord in his last hours. Donna sings a meditation Lunch will be prow'ded -
accompanied by a powerful video for each of the 14 Stations of the Cross.
The lush arrangements and the words draw you into the depth, meaning and the retreat is free but please RSVP by 1/19 to bjgarlich@gmail.com or
emotion of the passion of Christ.The contemporary style music includes a 847-721-4391 so we can get the right amount of food

full band and over 40 string players. . .
*in case of inclement weather, the retreat will be on January 31

‘ welcom e. The eagpem’ence is dversona[,

There is More to Life m.gpzmtwna[, anc{fuﬁ‘z[ﬁng

Women's Welcome Retreat
Our Lady of the Lake in Branson, MO
March 7 & 8, 2026

Welcome is a two-day renewal weekend unlike any you
SCAN TO have attended. Parishioners share with one another
REGISTER ways they have found meaning, hope, peace, and love
in their lives through Christ.

ORGOTO:
OLLBRANSON.COM/WOMENS-WELCOME-RETREAT

Page 13



https://ollbranson.com/womens-welcome-retreat
https://ollbranson.com/womens-welcome-retreat

¥

e FAMHFUL FONANES

Novenas are a focused way of
praying, often for nine days in a
row. Give one a try!

Ce/eémte every
Vrctory, no matter
tow small; progress

(s progress.”

JUST FOR FUN

Question: What is the name for the
formal letters in the New Testament

sent to people and Christian
communities?

BarTiSM of THe LoRD

T THiNk THe
LORD WouLD
teel Very
MUCH AT
HoMe IN OUR g
LiTTLe
CcHURCH..

1SMDe8L (et ! Y

®n1q o AHDG s

[y

ReaLLY ?

Answer: Epistles.

ol,Yes—
We dave THe
RiveR JoRDPAN
IN THe
BISEMENT,
AND-A
vove IN Tle
<HoiR [°FT
gy

HMaT 3113-1

. PEOPLE ASK I TELL THEM
ME HOW I "SERVANT"
CAN BE @ WAS PLENTY
HAPPY 600D
BEING — ENOUGH FOR
"JUST" A JESUS!

SERVANT...




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice,
| have grasped you by the hand;

| formed you, and set you
as a covenant of the people,
a light for the nations. (Is 42:6)

Psalm:
The Lord will bless his people with peace. (Ps 29)

Second Reading:
“In truth, | see that God shows no partiality.
Rather, in every nation whoever fears him
and acts uprightly
is acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34-35)

Gospel:
And a voice came from the heavens, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased.” (Mt 3:17)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

John could not believe that Jesus would seek
baptism from him, a lowly mortal man. But our
God is a humble God. He does not fear our
weakness. He extends his hand, saying, “It is
fitting.” So take his hand. Begin the work he
has set out for you.

Observances for the week of
January 11, 2026

Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord
Tuesday: St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Saturday: St. Anthony, Abbot

Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026 | THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Virtues, Explained!

Joy is the experience of achieving
what we most desire — and what
we most desire is love. God made
us in love and for love, and so, in
the same way that a flower seeks
the sunlight, our souls seek the
warmth of true, selfless love.

Blessing for
Baptismal Grace

Dear God,

Through Baptism, You called and
claimed us as Your own, chosen
and loved.

Pour Your blessing upon us as we
remember our Baptism.

Plant Your identity in our hearts.
Help us to live as Your beloved.
Amen.

Page 15



Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
January 11, 2026

Sunday:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/
Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17

Monday:
1Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/
Mk 1:14-20

Tuesday:
1Sm 1:9-20/1 Sam 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/
Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday:
1Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,
8b-9,10/Mk 1.29-39

Thursday:
1Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/
Mk 1:40-45

Friday:
1Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/
Mk 2:1-12

Saturday:
1Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/
Mk 2:13-17

Next Sunday:
Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2 and 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/
1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©@2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Gospel Meditation
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Apple ran a commercial not long ago called “Behind the Mac -
Greatness.” It shows artists and creators, such as Kendrick Lamar,
Billie Eilish, and Lady Gaga, working behind their MacBooks. The
narration says, “There’s a certain kind of person who doesn’t wait for
greatness. They make it.” It's a compelling message. There’s beauty
in using our gifts with passion and purpose. But there lies a hidden
weight in that idea: If you are what you make, what happens when
you can’t anymore? When the project fails, the passion fades, or the
spotlight moves on, where is greatness then?

Today's Gospel offers a differing vision of greatness. Jesus steps
into the Jordan River. He hasn't preached, healed, or performed a
single miracle. Then the heavens open, and the Father speaks: “You
are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.” It's not a reward
for success. It's not earned. Before he does anything “great,” Jesus
receives the greatness of his identity from the Father.

And so do you. At your baptism, God said the same thing over you:
“You are my beloved.” That is your true identity, not constructed or
earned but received. When we see ourselves and others this way,
everything changes for the better. We discover a greatness that can
never be taken away.

This week, reflect on your baptism: look up the date, thank God
for it, pray for those baptized with you, or visit the church where it
happened. Let your identity be rooted there.

— Father John Muir

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026 | THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD ©LPi
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: When the voice of God declares, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased,” he is referring, of
course, to Jesus. But | think He would say the same of John the
Baptist — and of all those who welcome Jesus into the waters,
ready to do as he bids.

When Jesus Wades In
Usually, when God comes to us, we aren't ready.

We think we are. Like John the Baptist, we stand in our waters
of baptism, certain of our mission. We know how it's going to
go. We know what’s going to be asked of us. We're sure of it.

Christ wades into the waters. And he screws up all our plans.

To be clear, | don’t think John the Baptist lacks faith when

he balks at the idea of baptizing Jesus. | think it is, in fact,

a testament to his humility. But whatever motivated John’s
actions, he is — if even for a brief moment — hesitating to do
the will of God. Just a few chapters after this in the Gospel

of Matthew, Jesus will acknowledge that John is the greatest
person “born of women” — with the caveat that even he is not
perfect enough for the Kingdom of Heaven.

Not yet.

Jesus didn’t give John an explanation as the two stood in the
River Jordan. He merely said, “Allow it for now.” John could
have resisted further, demanding to understand why. He could
have grown suspicious at the simplicity of Jesus’ answer, at the
strangeness of this request. He could have clung desperately
to his version of How Things Are Supposed To Be, and in doing
so, fostered doubt in his heart. He could have even stormed off,
confused and angry.

He did none of these things, because John is, as Jesus says, the
greatest born of women.

When the Holy Spirit descends and the voice of God declares,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased,” he

is referring, of course, to Jesus. But | think He would say the
same of John the Baptist — and of all those who welcome
Jesus into the waters, ready to do as he bids.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Why do we do that?

Catholic Life Explained
Question:

At times, temptation seems so powerful
that it is almost impossible to resist. How
can | be stronger in my resolve to avoid
sin and temptation?

Answer:

The saints have written that every human
person desires the good. In a sense,

we don't desire sin itself. Temptation is
powerful because there is at least some
bit of good in it. Even in the blackest

of sin, there is something good that
becomes twisted. We can look for good
in sin when we feel it is lacking in our own
life. When we lack true relational intimacy,
it can be easy to turn to lust. When we
lack confidence in God in our own lives,

it can be easy to judge others or to grasp
for control over situations. When we lack
peace in the present moment, it can be
easy to compete with others or to treat
others poorly in our quest for success.

Overcoming temptation isn’t just about
repressing our sinful desires. If that’s all
we do, they’ll just burst out someplace
else!l If there is a recurring temptation in
your life, prayerfully consider why this is
so appealing to you. Submit this to God
and bring it to a wise person. And in the
meantime, continue to resist temptation
to sin. If we fail to choose God in small
choices, we're several steps down the
road towards failing in larger ones. Pray
for the grace to persevere!
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Our Lady of the Lake

MOW-JO's Lawn Service Gift Shop
..Cet 'em workin' for you! Open after 947 E HWY 76 417 ;34 8473
Weekend Masses
. LakesideTireandWheel.com
~ Complete lawn maintenance or by appointment

v" Top-quality work

v Insured A %
:%@ Q}M) Macadoodles

Pat Sheil (Marla's Husband) Macepdies

417-294-1042 HEISS SELF STORAGE Beer - Fine Wine - Spirits
599 Maple Street All Your Beverage Needs
(2 miles south of Hollister) 800 Craft & Import Beers

Over 4000 Wines ~ Wine Tasting Daily

FI'Ed & Mary HEISS Across from Belks ~ 483 Branson Landing Blvd

417-334-4702 417.544.9865
YOUR AD SPACE IS

WAITING FOR YOU HERE! Facebook.com/Heiss.SelfStorage M les.com/Branson

o D &M STAY HILTON.
YOU SAW THIS AD, ACCOUNTING SERVICE @ STAY BRANSON
HOW MANY PEOPLE O . LANDING
WILL SEE IT Too) Complete Tax & Accounting Service H | lton R

Hwy. 160 = Forsyth, MO 65653 B S bttt
Click He HILTONS OF BRANSON 417.336.5500

ey HiltonsofBranson.com
DAN & MARILYN GUY  417-546-5086 HiltonsofBranson.com

GREENLAWN FUNERAL HOME
CREMATORY - MONUMENTS

Ly K '
CBCIlm S PRE-ARRANGEMENT SERVICES

708 HICHWAY 248

Sa}nplers Branson, MO 417-334-1550

YOUR AD SPACE IS
Needlework Supplies & Accessories GreenlawnFuneralHome.com WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

Ken & Margaret Irvin, Owners YOU SAW THIS AD
417-336-5016 HOW MANY PEOPLE o [ ]
2652 Shepherd of the Hills Expressway WILL SEE IT TOO’

HCW REALTY

417-334-5118 Eric Huffman
\\ 105 E Hensley St OWNER/BROKER

Al Celebrations: Weddings 417.239.0951

Wersar

CeciliasSamplers.com

Miles Construction Services, LLC
Brian Miles ~ Parish Member
417-527-0301 Established 1985

221 Branson Landing Blwd.
Bransan, M0 65616

mcsinbranson@acl.com
292 River Drive RENOVATION SPECIALIST
Branson, MO 65615 Uprar acked- R -AcRion-Repairs

Anna i
Froprietor &

2
arish Member

MCSinBranson@aol.com BransonPetals.com HCWREALTY.COM
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https://www.facebook.com/heiss.selfstorage/
https://www.lakesidetireandwheel.com/
https://macadoodles.com/Branson/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/hrobrhh-hilton-promenade-at-branson-landing/
https://greenlawnfuneralhome.com/location/greenlawn-funeral-home-branson/
https://www.ceciliassamplers.com/
https://bransonpetals.com/
https://www.hcwrealty.com/
mailto:MCSinBranson@aol.com

CANTWELL, SMITH
& TROKEY, Lip

DAVID L. SMITH & MATTHEW F. TROKEY
KATE TROKEY-HARRIS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Telephone 417-334-2222
Facsimile 417-334-2777

115 W. Atlantic
Branson, MO 65616

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

q

YOU SAW THIS AD,

HOW MANY PEOPLE
WILL SEE IT TOO?

cl

-‘.||||4 tin

Alfredo Rosales, Owner & Parishioner

I'I M/\ TER TELF LL[,

Kitchen, Bathroom, Fi ELJh:ICE‘ Patios, Tile, Stane
Mobile 417-699-3186 ~ Office 417-527-1127

Master.Tile. MO@gmail.com

Quality Meats
Harter House

Sugar Leaf Bakery Café
OPEN SUNDAY 11 AM -2 PM

Morning Pastries-Daily Lunch Specials-Special Creations
‘Wedding Cakes & Catering
Located in the Grand Village

WIF
FRE‘E 417-336-6618

Sugarl eafBakeyCafe.com

Quality Meats Since 1973

We're Your Old Foshioned Neighborhood Market

Mon-Sat7-9 Sun7-8

175 Gage Drive Hollister, MO
417-336-3616

HarterHouse.com

SKAGGS

FOUNDATION

7

& Knights of
/ Columbus’

Council #6470

Meeting 1st Thursday of the Month
LOWER LEVEL OF THE CHURCH
ROSARY 6:30 PM MEETING 7:00 PM

Grand Knight - Lee Berhorst

KofC.org

PINEGAR

AUTO PLAZA

New & Pre-owned Sales & Leasing

Chevrolet ~ Buick ~ GMC
www.PinegarBranson.com
Fletch@PinegarBranson.com

N. Hwy 65
Branson, MO 65616

417-334-3114
1-800-766-9215

PinegarBranson.com

Branson A‘CE Hardware

190 Cross Creek Blvd, Branson n

(417) 320-6218
www acehardware.com
Alan & Linda Koenig ~ Parishioners

AceHardware.com

Darrel & Susan Bearden
SNAPP BEARDEN
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY
OZARKS MEMORIAL PARK
Branson 417-334-3670

Snapp-Bearden.com

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

s..'
wy THE BROOK
\ A ‘
Substance Use Disorder &
Mental Health Treatment

For the Whole Family
417-527-8877

S'l'iﬂl( * SHAKE

Fumows Foa Siaakﬁuaq.m

503 W MAIN ~ 417-336-5303
1386 HWY 376 ~ 417-336-2565

SteaknShake.com
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mailto:Master.Tile.MO@gmail.com
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16479?utm_source=google&utm_medium=local&utm_campaign=localmaps&utm_content=16479
https://www.pinegarbranson.com/
https://www.harterhouse.com/index.php
https://sugarleafbakerycafe.com/
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
https://skaggsfoundation.org/
https://www.snapp-bearden.com/
https://www.steaknshake.com/locations/mo-branson-w-main-street/
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. WELCOME 10
é Our Lady of the Lake
Vg" 203 Vaug:,(r)\tlialzlr.a I:rs:nns:z:,mMO 65616

Office@ollbranson.com | 417-334-2928
Office hours: M - F | 9:30am - 3:00pm

Fr. J. Friedel WEEKEND
Pastor Saturday 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm (Spanish)
417-334-2928 X 105 Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am (Live-Streamed)
JFriedel@dioscg.org WEEKDAY
Fr. Johny M. Augusthy Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 9:00 am
Associate Pastor \X/edr.\esday 530 pm

7 417-334-2928 X 101 1st Friday 10:00 am
johnyvc@dioscg.org

Holy Day of Obligation
Fr Dhaneesh Thomas Noon and 7pm (Bilingual)
Associate Pastor
417-334-2928
Dhaneesh@dioscg.org

Saturdays from 3:00 - 4:30 pm

Deacon Dan Vaughn or by Appointment (417-334-2928)

Permanent Deacon
417-546-5208
DcnDanVaughn@gmail.com

Tuesday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

1st Wednesday of the month. After Mass -
Adoration, Exposition, and Benediction until 7:30pm
Samantha Barron Thursday 9:30 am - 7.00 pm

Director of Parish Hospitality « We will not have the exposition of the Blessed
417-334-2928 X 111 Sacrament for the week before, the week of, and the
SamanthaBarron@ollbranson.com week after a holiday.

Mike Rivera o All Adorers, please sign in when you come to pray

Director of Outreach before the Blessed Sacrament.

417-334-2928 x 102 office  417-527-4367 Cell * Please get in touch with the office if you need a door
MikeRivera@ollbranson.com code or are having trouble with your own.

Nickie Rivera

Director of Formation
417-251-1819 Cell

Any suspected or known abuse of a minor must first

NickieRivera@ollbranson.com be immediately rgported to the Missouri Child Abuse

and Neglect Hotline 800-392-3738 or 844-CAN-TELL;
Pat Hutcheson or for suspected or known abuse of vulnerable or
Director of Finance eligible adults, the Missouri Adult Abuse and Neglect
417-334-2928 X 110 Hotline 800-392-0210.

PLHutcheson@ollbranson.com The Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau is

Valerie Marriott committed to the mission and ministry of protecting
our children and young people.

Click here to read more:
Dioscg.org/child-youth-protection

Director of Communication
417-334-2928 x 103
Vmarriott@ollbranson.com

Click here or scan the QR code
to the left to register online

Mercedes Ortiz

Lead Custodian
417-334-2928
Office@ollbranson.com

Dan Bosserman

Maintenance Lead & Custodial Services Click here or scan the QR code to the right
417-334-2928 to sign up for our parish communication so
Office@ollbranson.com you can stay up to date
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