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The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” The Lord
replied, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you
would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted

in the sea,” and it would obey you.” - Lk 17:5-6

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. OLPi



OCTOBER

MONTH OF THE_ ¥

f%@ ’

e

tober 4 - O

Mass Times Adoration
SATURDAY Oct. 4 SATURDAY TUESDAY
Sacrament of Reconciliation 5:00pm 9:30am - 3pm - Chapel
3:00 - 4:30pm - Confessional 7:00pm (Spanish)

THURSDAY
SUNDAY Oct. 5 5}3‘_[‘)‘% 9:30am - 7pm - Chapel
Coffee & Christ )
9:15 - 10:15am - Faith Formation Room 10:30am t,
PSR - Youth Night (10th-12'" Grade) MONDAY
6:00 - 7:00pm - St. Michael Room 9:00am 1
TUESDAY Oct. 7 TUESDAY Click Here For
Adult Bible Study 9:00am PARISH CALENDAR
10:00 - Noon - Faith Formation Room
Centering Prayer WEDNESDAY_
3:00-4:45pm - Heritage Room 5:30pm
OCIA Click Here For
6:30-8:00pm - Heritage Room THURSDAY MASS INTENTIONS
9:00am

WEDNESDAY Oct. 8
Stitchers ) Click Here For
9:00am - 12:00pm - St. Francis Room \\‘ i"o J‘." "4/"‘ FLOWER INTENTIONS
PSR (K-9'" Grade) N -
5:30pm - Mass - In the Church ‘t“:\ Flower Intentions "
6:00 - 7:00pm - Class/Food for Oct. 4th - 10th 2y

Li”Sharon & Curtis Perkins ]

Music Practice - 0 Weddmg Anniversary \-;

6:15 - 7:30pm - Music Room

THURSDAY Oct. 9

OLL Games
1:00 - 3:30pm - Faith Formation Room

Spiritual Companioning

,M

-

0h bl ~ i
_‘Q\u".:,ﬁ. ‘k

Mass ‘Intentions

Sat. 10/4 5:00pm Merlin and Genevieve Schloss +

6:30 - 8:30pm - St. Ignatius Room Sat. 10/4 7:00pm  Taney County Parish Family
(Living)

FRIDAY Oct. 10 Sun. 10/5 8:00am  Mary Nguyen +
Spanish Charismatic Group Sun. 10/5 10:30am  Frank Arnold +
6:00 - 9:00pm - Faith Formation Room Mon. 10/6 9:00am  Nan Wannithantri +
SATURDAY Oct. 11 Tue. 10/7 9:00am  Phil Harter +
WELCOME Women's meeting Wed. 10/8 5:30pm Fred Heiss for his goth birthday (L)
9:00 - 11:00am - Heritage Room Thu. 10/9 9:.00am Deceased family members of

John & Margaret Casey +



https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar
https://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar
https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
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Click Here , Click Here
to Make a
P to Donate ﬂﬁw to Contact
Frayer Online el boletin Parich Staff
Request — en espanol el 9o
v _ Yt
WORSHIP WITH US ‘ ; MONTH &’{?ﬁ

Click here for Mass Times & "’Q OF THE

Sacrament of Reconciliation ;}' _ W;
EATane B N

CLICK HERE FOR Collection through
DAILY MASS READINGS Sept 30, 2025
Envelopes: $42,616.30
Plate: $ 3,195.00
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA Green
Envelopes: il
PO0BO |- s
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https://www.facebook.com/OLLBranson/
https://www.instagram.com/OLLBranson/
https://twitter.com/OLLBransonMO
https://vimeo.com/ollbranson
https://www.pinterest.com/OLLBranson/_saved/
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https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
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https://ollbranson.com/mass-times
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/prayer-request
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://ollbranson.com/meet-your-staff
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/10/Oct%2010-05-2025%2027th%20sunday%20ordinary%20time%20C.pdf?t=1759419502000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/10/Oct%2010-05-2025%2027th%20sunday%20ordinary%20time%20C.pdf?t=1759419502000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/10/Oct%2010-05-2025%2027th%20sunday%20ordinary%20time%20C.pdf?t=1759419502000
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2025/10/Oct%2010-05-2025%2027th%20sunday%20ordinary%20time%20C.pdf?t=1759419502000
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
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https://ollbranson.com/online-giving
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Coffee and Christ
Sundays

Oct. 5
The Conversion
of St. Paul

e Bews Abews & [ Bawss Prsc ra

Acclaimed author and teacher Dr. Brant Pitre digs down to the biblical '

roots of the Eucharist, through its foreshadowing in the miraculous
events of the Old Testament, the Gospels, and Apostolic teaching.

Oct. 12

9:15am to 10:15am - Faith Formation Room

"Dr. Ben Akers sits down with Dr. James Prothro, Assistant Professor of
Sacred Scripture at the Augustine Institute Graduate School, to discuss the
conversation of one of the largest figures in Christianity, Saint Paul.

EHCHARIST

10 part series

Lectio: Eucharist - Episode 1: Source and Summit: Introducing the Eucharist

Why does the Church call the Eucharist the "source and summit of the Christian life?"
Dr. Brant Pitre introduces us to the Sacrament of the Eucharist and explores its various names-

and how those names give insight into its meaning.

Oct. 19

Lectio: Eucharist - Episode 2: In the Beginning: Garden of Eden and Sacrifice

Did you know that hints of the Eucharist can be seen throughout the Old Testament? Going all the
way back to the book of Genesis, we'll discover how the Eucharist has been a part of God's plan

from the beginning of time.

\1//
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Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study

10:00am - Noon
Faith Formation Room

Session 5: Oct. 7

Session 5 uses Luke 5 to
illustrate vital principles of
salvation history:

Miracles reveal divine power
and God's providence.

Faith opens the way for
forgiveness and healing, both
spiritually and practically.
Discipleship involves leaving
comfort, embracing
transformation, and
participating actively in
God's plan.

Jesus' ministry consistently
challenges established
expectations, emphasizing
mercy, outreach, and
authentic faith.
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The Gospel of Luke takes you on a
journey that begins with the
foretelling of John the Baptist's birth
and culminates in Jesus' ascension
into heaven.

Along the way, you will witness key
moments in salvation history,
including the Annunciation; the
Nativity; Jesus' baptism; his public
ministry; the Last Supper; and Jesus’
suffering, death, and glorious
Resurrection.

Session 6: Oct. 14

Session 6 explores
Jesus’ Galilean
ministry as a living
demonstration of
God's Kingdom,
emphasizing His
miracles, teachings,
and calls to
discipleship within the
context of salvation
history, bridging Old
Testament prophecy
and the fulfillment of
God's plan in Christ.
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Wednesday PSR - K-9th

Oct. 1 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/Adoration/Dinner/Class

Oct. 8 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/Dinner/Class

Oct. 15 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/Dinner/Class

Oct. 22 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/Dinner/Class (Virtus Children’s Lesson)

Oct. 29 - 5:30- 7:00pm
Mass/ All Hallows Celebration
PARENTS MUST ATTEND

BEAUTIFUL AND
RICHEST OF ALL

PRAYERS TO THE

MEDIATRIX

OF ALL GRACE

ITIS THE PRAYER
THAT TOUCHES

MOST THE HEART

OF THE MOTHER

OF GoD

s | :
& SAY IT EACH DAY _I-.'u.‘.'
3 '3~ Pope S Pins X _

SPECIAL EVENT
All Hallows Celebration

October 29th i i g
.

5:30 Mass
All Hallows Celebration to follow.
PARENTS MUST ATTEND

MENU

10/1&10/5 - Pizza
10/8 & 10/12 - Grilled Cheese and soup
10/15 & 10/19 - Pasta

10/22 & 10/26 - Cheeseburger Sliders

10/29 - Nachos

° Virtus Youth Presentation
-0

par__4

sunday Youth Night ;l '

Oct. 5 - 6:00- 7:00pm °
Praise & Worship with Adoration

Oct. 12 - 6:00- 7:00pm
Oct. 19 - 6:00- 7:00pm
Oct. 26 - 6:00- 7:00pm

SAINT OF THE MONTH

BEATIFIED BY THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH IN 2020, HE IS
REGARDED AS A MODEL FOR
YOUNG BELIEVERS AND WAS
CANONIZED AS A SAINT ON
SEPTEMBER 7TH 2025.
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Not only is October the month of the Rosary,

but it's also Respect Life Month, a great time

to share love, support, and prayers for those
in your family and beyond.
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Hey Deacon!

By Deacon Dan Vaughn
What is meant by the word ‘mystery’ as it relates to the Catholic faith?

In one of the more recent O.C.I.A. sessions (formerly called R.C.I.A.) a question was asked about the
word ‘mystery’. Specifically, what do we Catholics mean when we implore the word ‘mystery’ to explain
Catholic teachings and beliefs.

I want to be clear that when referencing the word ‘mystery’ it does not imply something miraculous.
There is a difference between a miracle and a mystery. A miracle is something that occurs in the natural
world that cannot be explained by natural means. A mystery is something that exists that we cannot
fully comprehend.

For example, someone being inexplicably healed of a disease is a miracle, because although our nature
can grasp what has happened, we have no natural explanation for it. The Trinity, three Persons sharing
one divine nature, is a mystery, because it is a concept that is beyond our reasoning to fully grasp.

The confusion surrounding the word ‘mystery’ stems from its common application within modern
English. Usually the word implies one of two things. Most often we think of a mystery as something that
we do not now understand and that on the face of it looks perplexing and difficult but is ultimately
explainable. This use of the word can be seen in the literary and entertainment genre of the murder
mystery shows, movies, and books. What seemed before to be inexplicable becomes plainly understood
once all the facts are discovered and placed in proper order.

Another use of the word ‘mystery’ comes into play to describe something we cannot figure out and quite
possibly has no explanation, and frankly not of much interest to try to understand. As an example,
someone might say: “Why is that person always so difficult to deal with?” And the response may very
well be, “I don’t know; it’s a mystery.”

For Christians, the word ‘mystery’ is used to explain something which we know to be true, yet, do not
fully understand how it is so — a divinely revealed truth that transcends human understanding, such as
the Trinity or the Eucharist. Accepting this is key to understanding why we are unsatisfied with
comprehending a complex spiritual idea and how we find peace with that experience.

The true power of the term ‘mystery’ comes from discovering the purpose for God allowing there to be a
mystery in the first place. These mysteries are not just things that are unknown but are realities infused
with God's hidden presence, revealed through Jesus Christ, the Church, and the sacraments. While
perplex to our human mind, these truths serve as starting points for a deeper spiritual understanding
through prayer and contemplation. And while we cannot understand everything, God does allow us to
understand parts of these mysteries, and in doing so, he reveals who he is and why he does what he
does.

Our humanity may be limited, but God’s grace and ability to illuminate our hearts and minds are not.
When we encounter God’s mystery or tell others about it, we encounter God’s existence. His love, His
mercy and majesty are on full display. Page 7



CONNECT REGISTER TODAY

‘- FOR AN

UPCOMING

SESSION
TANEY COUNTY
Oct 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2025
April 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2026
STONE COUNTY

March 3, 10, I7 & 24, 2026
June 3, 10, 1T & 24, 2026

‘-"_:'f':f-' . - Sisete ‘ KS TO

Give 5 is a local program that invites active =

retirees to connect with local nonprofits, _ R

learn more about their community, and Curieey oline Lo 235“
. . . Cathlic Chanch HEEIE:LI‘.‘&EE

decide where their unique talents can be

utilized for five hours per month to help -

non-profits in our area.

Give 5 graduates are making

an extraordinary difference
MAKE A DIFFERENCE across Missouri. Together, these
volunteers contribute an
Classes are FREE for

residents of Stone and Taney Counties! estimated $6.7 million per year

in service to local nonprofits.
@ A 670% return on the state’s
GIVE 5 annual investment in the
OLLBranson.com/Give5 program.

Or Call 417-334-2928

More than number, this impact
reflects a deeper story: older
adults using their experience,
talents, and passions to create
OR SCAN THE stronger connections, healthier

QR CODE neighborhoods, and more
reilient communities.
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Join us on October 9th
OLL Game Day
1:00pm Faith Formation Room

OLL Train - The Sweethearts OLL Train - Kevin’'s Irish Beauties
BIG Winner is Joe -198 BIG Winner is Julie J -311
Remy -205 Eva -256 Judy E -266 Anne Marie -317 Rosemarie -348

Lil' Winner is Ed -356 Lil’ Winner Kevin -662

Swoop - 5 Gals & a Guy!
BIG Winner is Margaret -204
Judy H -206 Sharon A -421

Dan -424 Sharon S -478
Lil’ Winner is Sharron -519

Mahjong
Brenda -50 Harry -50
Joyce-25 Judy O -0

Vlm Wemerinl @udqy g Ww

' Paver bricks are available to remember loved ones, s1g1’ufy
s‘peclal celebrations, and commemorate the celebration of.illfe!

3§

g L L S — *,!

v T

Interested ina %
Memorial Brick for
the next installation?

Scan to Order
EhmiEl

.-|1_l1l-.-..
EM?#
OR

GO ONLINE

ollbranson.com/

“‘e“‘""i)w Memorial Flag Pole
T ]
~Thank you to Ivan Fernandez for Callthe é
parish office ]
mstalllng the new bricks 417-334-2928 ; '
s I ' Page 9
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Knights of
Columbus®

Knights' Corner ~ Council 6470

T
1

L]

Seminarian Support Fund

We have established a K of C Seminarian
Support Fund to serve as a sort of
endowment to support our diocesan
seminarians. Our goal is to raise over
$30,000 to establish a fund that will allow
us to use the interest earned to provide
more than four times the support we
typically have been able to give annually,
and to grow the fund to continually
expand our giving potential.

We'll track the progress toward $30.000

reaching our goal here. \

Want to help us reach our goal?

Make checks payable to:
K of C Council 6470
Memo: Seminarian Fund

$20,731

Send checks to:
Our Lady of the Lake, Attn: Knights of Columbus
203 Vaughn Dr. Branson, MO. 65616

Want to contribute online?
See the QR code a few pages down.

O

T
1

Page 10
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OCTOBER
TOOTSIE ROLL
DRIVE

It's time for our Fall Tootsie Roll
Drive to kick off for October.
Please help support those with
developmental disabilities.

Your Knights of Columbus will be under the bell tower every weekend in
October, with their Tootsie Rolls to help raise money for those who are
developmentally disabled.

o

L1

Food Drive Update

As of 8/31/25, Our Lady of the Lake has donated over
710 lbs of food and $125 to the Salvation Army Food
Pantry for the Fraternal year 7/1/24 - 6/30/25.

Did you know the Salvation Army can buy food
at just $0.18 per pound? Obviously this makes
monetary contributions more effective.

Just a reminder that for every 1000 lbs of food AND for
every $500 donated, K of C donates $100 to the pantry,
up to $500 each from the K of C annually.

Want to make a monetary contribution to the Salvation Army Food Panty
through the Knights of Columbus to help reach the bonus gift from the K of C?

Make checks payable to: Send checks to:
K of C Council 6470 Our Lady of the Lake, Attn: Knights of Columbus
Memo: S. A. Food Pantry 203 Vaughn Dr. Branson, MO. 65616

=
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The next blood drive is scheduled
for November 21st
from 12 noon to 5:00pm at

Our Lady of the Lake Parish Center, Red Cross
202 Vaughn Drive .
Branson MO. 65616. Blood Drive

37 - units collected at the July 21st, 2025 drive.
59 - drives successfully completed since Nov. 2015.
2936 - units of blood have been collected since Nov. 2015.

GO TO -
www.redcrossblood.org zip code 65616 to schedule appointment

1

i ;.. .;"" Need a Digital Way to Donate?

Here's a handy dandy little QR code for
our Council’'s Venmo.

Just be sure to mention what it's for.
It helps to keep our financial secretary sane.

L

Meeting Reminder

Don't forget, our membership meetings are held every first Thursday in

Don't forget! The Larry Konzen Social is on after the meetings too!
Stick around after the meeting for a bit and enjoy some
fellowship and snacks with your brother knights.

the Faith Formation Room in the Church, Rosary starting @ 6:30pm, mtg @ 7pm.

T
]

—

L

Interested in becoming a Knight?

Contact the church office for contact information, or go online @
kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html

Use promo code SHINKEBEIN for one year free membership!

Page 12



https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html

_ Upcoming Cursillo Weekends
Vo t\':. in the Diocese:
[ ' Women's Weekend

uthern Missouri

rSIlO pate: october 9 - 12, 2025
Location: Carthage, MO

The Cursillo® Movement pursues
two purposes or objectives.

The immediate purpose is to provide a conduit
for living what is fundamental for being a
Christian, namely, the on-going and total

conversion of the person.

Simply explained, the purpose of the Cursillo
Movement is that we become the Good News,
and that our actions naturally turn out to be

evangelical in our daily lives. Danielle Bean

Sign-Up Online below and list Deacon Dan as
your sponsor, your Cursillista (Cursillo Alum)

Cursillo Candidate Registration Form

or visit: https://form.jotform.com/91428400503144

SPACE IS5 LIMITED!
Reserve your spol now.

In an effort to help raise awareness of
the sanctity of life, all Students of the
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
(grades K-12th grade) are invited to
participate in the Voice for Life Contest.

¢y

Categories

Vv O\CEE include Our Lady of the Cove
E a coloring page, Kimberling Cit
FOE}NEE!T o essay, poster, Y

[ c St Fall Garage Sale

T0 RAISE AWARENESS

. -~ Ml B ¢ t-shirt design. Friday, October 10
8am- 2pm
Saturday, October 11
8am - noon

Please click here for complete details.

Page 13



https://files.constantcontact.com/a67db977201/d01e3586-e85d-45f6-a241-006bdb2146f3.pdf?rdr=true
https://form.jotform.com/91428400503144
https://form.jotform.com/91428400503144

Heavenly Father, in the sacrament of Baptism, you have
given us the gift of new life. Through your son our Lord
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, you have made us your
own.

Help us to recognize the gift of human life as a sign of
hope in our world.

Reveal to us the places where your precious gift of life
' is most in need of protection and strengthen us to
defend life in all stages and circumstances, from the
child in the womb to the elderly and dying.

Guided by your Holy Spirit, guard us from
discouragement and give us the grace to be messengers
of hope, filled with confidence that nothing can
separate us from your love.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Copyright © 2025, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

In October, the Catholic Church in the United States celebrates Respect Life Month, The First
Sunday of October is designated as Respect Life Sunday. To support these annual observances, the
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities provides materials to help Catholics understand and value

the gift of human life and help build a culture that cherishes and protects it. These materials are
designed to be brought to life as tools in your hands. These resources may be downloaded, printed,
and reproduced for your use and in our parish. https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month

LS FOR R E

This fall, it will be from
September 24 - November 02.

40 Days for Life is an internationally coordinated | i

40-day campaign that aims to end abortion locally |{

through prayer and fasting, community outreach, '
and a peaceful all-day vigil in front of

abortion businesses.
It is held every year in the fall and during Lent.
It has helped close 181 Planned Parenthood

centers and saved over 25,000 lives.

HELP SAVE LIVES IN
SPRINGFIELD

1. Visit 40daysforlife.com and register for an account.
2. Bring a friend. Bring a sign.
3. Come to Planned Parenthood at

626. East Battlefield Road, Springfield, MO 65807

of the
czécwy

‘Cover Design © Liturgical Publications Inc | Photo © Our Lady of the Rosary, www, restoredtraditions. o

For questions and details, please contact 5r. Janine
at jtran@dioscg.org or 417 - 866 - 0841.
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https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month

_Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
The rash one has no integrity;
but the just one, because of his faith, shall live. (Hb 2:4)

Psalm:
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. (Ps 95)

Second Reading:
For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice
but rather of power and love and self-control. (2 Tm 1:7)

Gospel:
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed,
you would say to this mulberry tree,
‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,
and it would obey you.” (Lk 17:6)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpeoration. All rights reserved.

Devotions, Explained!

This popular phrase is an

Live The Liturgy affirmation of God'’s faithfulness
Inspiration of the Week amidst the trials of life, a theme

that is presented again and again
The Apostles beg Jesus for increased faith, in Scripture: come what may, God
but they don’t really want faith. They want a will be with us.

magical feeling of certainty that requires no
effort. Real faith must grow and sprout roots
in fertile soil. Real faith requires attention and
work. Are we willing to work?

Prayer to Respect

Life
Observances for the week of DeariGod.
october 5, 2025 Help us to hear Your voice,
especially when You speak on
Sunday: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time; behalf of the voiceless,
Respect Life Sunday the overlooked, and the forgotten.
Monday: St. Bruno, Priest; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher, Keep our ears attuned, and work
Virgin through us in a way that loves,
. blesses, assures, supports, and
Tuesday: Our Lady of the Rosary strengthens LIFE.
Thursday: St. Denis, Bishop, and Companions, Martyrs; Amen.
St. John Leonardi, Priest
Saturday: St. John XXIIl, Pope

Next Sunday: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2025 | 27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Page 15



Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
October 5, 2025

Sunday:
Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/
2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10

Monday:
Jon 1:1-2:2, 11/Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8/Lk 10:25-37

Tuesday:
Jon 3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8/
Lk 10:38-42

Wednesday:
Jon 4:1-11/Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10/Lk 11:1-4

Thursday:
Mal 3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/
Lk 11:5-13

Friday:
JI 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9/
Lk 11:15-26

Saturday:
JI 412-21/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Lk 1:27-28

Next Sunday:
2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 (see 2b)/
2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

A priest friend of mine received a call from a family whose
elderly mother was dying. Within thirty minutes, he was at
her bedside, offering the consolation of the sacraments,
anointing her with the oil of the sick, and commending her
soul to God. She passed not long after, and for months,
her family spoke of their deep gratitude for his presence.
When | phoned him to commend his faithful ministry, he
simply said, “l was just doing my job.”

His words brought to mind Jesus’ teaching this week in
Luke 17:10: “So you also, when you have done everything
you were told to do, should say, “‘We are unworthy
servants; we have only done our duty.”” In a world that
often seeks recognition and applause, the Lord invites

us into a different mindset — one of humble service. The
priest did not see his response as extraordinary; he saw it
as a grace to fulfill his vocation.

How tempting it is to seek affirmation for doing what |
ought to do! Yet Jesus reminds us that true discipleship

is not about grandstanding but about quiet faithfulness.

It is enough to have served. It is enough to have loved. It
is enough to be grateful that we were given the chance
to do our duty in the first place. Whether in priesthood,
parenthood, or any vocation, what peace-soaked freedom
there is in simply doing what is asked of us. No more, no
less. Jesus, that is how you quietly love us.

— Father John Muir

Page 16 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2025 | 27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ©LPi
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: “Increase my faith.” I've said it to God plenty of
times, imagining a prayer life that is effortless and a sacramental
life that is uncomplicated. Easy faith — that’s what I'm asking for,
and lots of it, please. But easy faith isn’t faith at all.

The Father Who Knows What You Want
It’s easy to give your kid what he’s asking for. It's hard to give him
what he wants.

If a kid asks to eat an ice cream cone, there’s nothing wrong
with giving him one. But if he’s grumpily demanding an ice
cream cone at 7:45 in the morning, what he wants — whether he
realizes it or not — is some protein and whole grains and a little
encouragement to get him going on his day.

So you give him eggs and toast, and you watch him struggle to
accept it. Sometimes he does and sometimes he doesn't, but
either way, you’ll be here. You'll forgive him for whatever names he
calls you and you'll put the healthy breakfast in the fridge, waiting
for him when he’s ready to eat it.

“Increase my faith.” I've said it to God plenty of times, imagining
a prayer life that is effortless and a sacramental life that is
uncomplicated, an acceptance of truth that is unshakeable. Easy
faith — that’s what I’'m asking for, and lots of it, please.

But easy faith isn't faith at all, and faith that you aren't strong
enough to hold will break your arms. And what God will never
do is say, “Sure, kiddo, here you go,” and pass off a false gift as
the real thing, just to make us both feel good. He won’t hand me
something I'm not strong enough to hold.

That would be a classic lazy-father move. That would be an ice-
cream-cone-at-7:45 a.m. move.

Instead, He watches carefully while | navigate the bumpy terrain of
the spiritual life, ready to whisper directions in my ear. He holds his
breath while the challenges of this world create deep grooves in
my soul — and then He irrigates those grooves with the life-giving
waters of grace, transforming them into valleys of consolation and
respite.

Sometimes | call Him names. Sometimes | refuse what He's
offering. It’s not what | asked for, after all.

But it’s what | want. Luckily, He knows that better than me.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
Who invented the Stations of the Cross?

Answer:

The first Stations of the Cross were
walked by Jesus himself on the way to
Calvary. Known as the “Via Dolorosa”
(“The Way of Suffering”) or the “Via
Crucis” ("The Way of the Cross”), it was
marked out from the earliest times and
was a traditional walk for pilgrims who
came to Jerusalem. The early Christians in
Jerusalem would walk the same pathway
that Jesus walked, pausing for reflection
and prayer. Later, when Christians could
not travel to the Holy Land, artistic
depictions of “The Way of the Cross”
were set up in churches, or outside and
Christians would walk from station to
station, reading the Gospel account of the
Passion, or simply praying and reflecting
on each event. While the content or
place of each station had changed, the
intention was to make a mini-pilgrimage
and follow--literally--in the footsteps of
Jesus.

This devotion became better known in
the Middle Ages, and the Franciscans are
credited with its spread. Lent is a time
when many people make the Stations
and some churches present Passion plays
or Living Stations. But anyone can pray
the Stations at any time. It is a simple
and personal reflection on the passion of
Jesus and what it means to us.
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MOW-JO's Lawn Service

...Get 'em workin’' for you!

v Complete lawn maintenance
v Top-quality work
v Insured

Pat Sheil (Marla's Husband)
417-294-1042

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

ES

HEISS SELF STORAGE

599 Maple Street
(2 miles south of Hollister)

Fred & Mary Heiss
417-334-4702

Facebook.com/HeissSelfStorage

& 4 oL
OF
ale

Cecilia's
Samplers

Needlework Supplies & Accessories

Ken & Margaret Irvin, Owners
417-336-5016

2652 Shepherd of the Hills Expressway i

CeciliasSamplers.com

D&M
ACCOUNTING SERVICE

Complete Tax & Accounting Service
Hwy. 160 » Forsyth, MO 65653

Owners:

DAN & MARILYN GUY  417-546-5086

Miles Construction Services, LLC
Brian Miles ~ Parish Member

417-527-0301 Established 1985

mcsinbranson@aol.com
292 River Drive RENOVATIOM SPECIALIST
Branson, MO 65615 Lipgraes Rrnodil- Add tion. Repairs

MCSinBranson@aol.com

GREENLAWN FUNERAL HOME
CREMATORY - MONUMENTS
PRE-ARRANGEMENT SERVICES
708 HIGHWAY 248

Branson, MO 417-334-1550

GreenlawnFuneralhome.com

YOU SAW THIS AD,
HOW MANY PEOPLE
WILL SEE IT TOO?

Cli illetin

417-334-5118
\_105 E Hensley St

All Celebrations: Weddings
Anniversar .
Anna Melendez
Proprietor & Farish Member

s Funerals

BransonPetals.com

Page 18

ARS
JUSTIN YOUNG 947 EHWY 76  417-334-B473

LakesideTireandWheel.com

SHELL

Al

Beer - Fine Wine - Spirits

All Your Beverage Needs
800 Craft & Import Beers
Over 4000 Wines ~ Wine Tasting Daily

Across from Belks ~ 483 Branson Landing Blvd
417 544, 9865

Macadoodles.com/Branson

STAY HILTON.
STAY BRANSON
LANDING

HiltensofBranson.com
417.33

Hilton

HILTONS OF BRANSON

HiltonofBranson.com

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

L
HCW REALTY

Eric Huffman
OWNER/BROKER

417.239.0951

221 Branson Landing Blvd.
Bransen, MO 65616

HCWREALTY.COM



https://www.facebook.com/heiss.selfstorage/
https://www.lakesidetireandwheel.com/
https://macadoodles.com/Branson/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/hrobrhh-hilton-promenade-at-branson-landing/
https://greenlawnfuneralhome.com/location/greenlawn-funeral-home-branson/
https://www.ceciliassamplers.com/
https://bransonpetals.com/
https://www.hcwrealty.com/
mailto:MCSinBranson@aol.com

CANTWELL, SMITH
& TROKEY, Lip

DAVID L. SMITH & MATTHEW F. TROKEY
KATE TROKEY-HARRIS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Telephone 417-334-2222
Facsimile 417-334-2777

115 W. Atlantic
Branson, MO 65616

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

q

YOU SAW THIS AD,

HOW MANY PEOPLE
WILL SEE IT TOO?

cl

-‘.||||4 tin

Alfredo Rosales, Owner & Parishioner

I'I M/\ TER TELF LL[,

Kitchen, Bathroom, Fi ELJh:ICE‘ Patios, Tile, Stane
Mobile 417-699-3186 ~ Office 417-527-1127

Master.Tile. MO@gmail.com

Quality Meats
Harter House

Sugar Leaf Bakery Café
OPEN SUNDAY 11 AM -2 PM

Morning Pastries-Daily Lunch Specials-Special Creations
‘Wedding Cakes & Catering
Located in the Grand Village

WIF
FRE‘E 417-336-6618

Sugarl eafBakeyCafe.com

Quality Meats Since 1973

We're Your Old Foshioned Neighborhood Market

Mon-Sat7-9 Sun7-8

175 Gage Drive Hollister, MO
417-336-3616

HarterHouse.com

SKAGGS

FOUNDATION

7

& Knights of
/ Columbus’

Council #6470

Meeting 1st Thursday of the Month
LOWER LEVEL OF THE CHURCH
ROSARY 6:30 PM MEETING 7:00 PM

Grand Knight - Lee Berhorst

KofC.org

PINEGAR

AUTO PLAZA

New & Pre-owned Sales & Leasing

Chevrolet ~ Buick ~ GMC
www.PinegarBranson.com
Fletch@PinegarBranson.com

N. Hwy 65
Branson, MO 65616

417-334-3114
1-800-766-9215

PinegarBranson.com

Branson A‘CE Hardware

190 Cross Creek Blvd, Branson n

(417) 320-6218
www acehardware.com
Alan & Linda Koenig ~ Parishioners

AceHardware.com

Darrel & Susan Bearden
SNAPP BEARDEN
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY
OZARKS MEMORIAL PARK
Branson 417-334-3670

Snapp-Bearden.com

YOUR AD SPACE IS
WAITING FOR YOU HERE!

s..'
wy THE BROOK
\ A ‘
Substance Use Disorder &
Mental Health Treatment

For the Whole Family
417-527-8877

S'l'iﬂl( * SHAKE

Fumows Foa Siaakﬁuaq.m

503 W MAIN ~ 417-336-5303
1386 HWY 376 ~ 417-336-2565

SteaknShake.com
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mailto:Master.Tile.MO@gmail.com
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16479?utm_source=google&utm_medium=local&utm_campaign=localmaps&utm_content=16479
https://www.pinegarbranson.com/
https://www.harterhouse.com/index.php
https://sugarleafbakerycafe.com/
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
https://skaggsfoundation.org/
https://www.snapp-bearden.com/
https://www.steaknshake.com/locations/mo-branson-w-main-street/

),

. WELCOME 10
é Our Lady of the Lake
Vg" 203 Vaug:,(r)\tlialzlr.a I:rs:nns:z:,mMO 65616

Office@ollbranson.com | 417-334-2928
Office hours: M - F | 9:30am - 3:00pm

Fr. J. Friedel WEEKEND
Pastor Saturday 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm (Spanish)
417-334-2928 X 105 Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am (Live-Streamed)
JFriedel@dioscg.org WEEKDAY
Fr. Johny M. Augusthy Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 9:00 am
Associate Pastor \X/edr.\esday 530 pm

7 417-334-2928 X 101 1st Friday 10:00 am
johnyvc@dioscg.org

Holy Day of Obligation
Fr Dhaneesh Thomas Noon and 7pm (Bilingual)
Associate Pastor
417-334-2928
Dhaneesh@dioscg.org

Saturdays from 3:00 - 4:30 pm

Deacon Dan Vaughn or by Appointment (417-334-2928)

Permanent Deacon
417-546-5208
DcnDanVaughn@gmail.com

Tuesday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

1st Wednesday of the month. After Mass -
Adoration, Exposition, and Benediction until 6:30pm
Samantha Barron Thursday 9:30 am - 7.00 pm

Director of Parish Hospitality « We will not have the exposition of the Blessed
417-334-2928 X 111 Sacrament for the week before, the week of, and the
SamanthaBarron@ollbranson.com week after a holiday.

Mike Rivera o All Adorers, please sign in when you come to pray

Director of Outreach before the Blessed Sacrament.

417-334-2928 x 102 office  417-527-4367 Cell * Please get in touch with the office if you need a door
MikeRivera@ollbranson.com code or are having trouble with your own.

Nickie Rivera

Director of Formation
417-251-1819 Cell

Any suspected or known abuse of a minor must first

NickieRivera@ollbranson.com be immediately rgported to the Missouri Child Abuse

and Neglect Hotline 800-392-3738 or 844-CAN-TELL;
Pat Hutcheson or for suspected or known abuse of vulnerable or
Director of Finance eligible adults, the Missouri Adult Abuse and Neglect
417-334-2928 X 110 Hotline 800-392-0210.

PLHutcheson@ollbranson.com The Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau is

Valerie Marriott committed to the mission and ministry of protecting
our children and young people.

Click here to read more:
Dioscg.org/child-youth-protection

Director of Communication
417-334-2928 x 103
Vmarriott@ollbranson.com

Click here or scan the QR code
to the left to register online

Mercedes Ortiz

Lead Custodian
417-334-2928
Office@ollbranson.com

Dan Bosserman

Maintenance Lead & Custodial Services Click here or scan the QR code to the right
417-334-2928 to sign up for our parish communication so
Office@ollbranson.com you can stay up to date
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mailto:office@ollbranson.com
http://dioscg.org/child-youth-protection
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/register
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