Newsletter of the Orchard Park Presbyterian Church

WL f
e September 2026 Issue

- ??The Grapevine

o

LEREET

BT FRII L

14

Suhday, Septembe 13

8:30am & 10:30am




Page 2

September 2026

The Grapevine

For Those of You Who've
Been Anxiously Awaiting
a Proqress Report, Good
News! We Have Exciting
Progress to Report!

We're very pleased to announce that the Rev. Dr. Kenneth Hughes
will be joining us as OPPC's Temporary Pastor and Head of Staff.
Making this news particularly exciting is the fact that we've known
and worked with Ken extensively over the course of many years.

He has preached at our worship services and guest moderated
our church’s Session meetings. In short, he’s part of our church
family — something that will be a real asset as our congregation
navigates our current leadership transition.

Regarding that transition, the formation of a Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC) is also moving forward, with this being the final
call for anyone interested in serving as a potential member of the
group who will seek and identify our congregation’s next installed
Pastor. If you would like to be considered, contact Christine Cotton
at (716) 662-9348 or christine@oppchurch.org. And remember...

Our Congregatlons

A Message from
m Our New Temporary
* Pastor, Ken Hughes

I am delighted to accept OPPC's

= offer of a temporary, part-time role as
Pastor and Head of Staff. It's an exciting prospect
to serve your congregation during this transitional
period and to work alongside our staff, Session
and church members.

My responsibilities will include preaching and
worship leadership, pastoral care, administrative
oversight and other areas of ministry as needed.
Having already had opportunities to preach at OPPC,
| look forward to becoming more deeply involved in
the life of the church in the weeks and months ahead.

Whatever challenges and opportunities we face
going forward, 'm confident that together we can
provide continuity for the church’s ministries while
also celebrating what God has in store for OPPC.

| appreciate the warm welcome I've already
received and look forward to serving with you.

A Blessing from
Pastor Mario

Gratitude! Let Gratitude be the
pillow upon which you kneel to say

your nightly prayer. And let faith be
the bridge you build to overcome evil

and welcome good.

Lord we praise you today for the power of your love.

We humble our hearts in Grateful Adoration and give
you praise and glory. Great is your faithfulness and

Sastern Maio

grace! In Jesus’ name. Amen.

We hope to see you there!

_______

......

Congregational Meeting

All members are encouraged to
join us for a brief Congregational
Meeting following the 9:30am Worship

service on Sunday, September 6.

70N

Il

Come Say Hello!

P New to OPPC? Want to learn a little more about our church?
Join the Membership Ministry Team for a casual Meet & Greet on Sunday, September 20 at

11:30am in the Conference Room. It's a chance to meet some friendly faces, ask questlons Qy
and learn more about life at OPPC. —— &
We'd love to get to know you! 4 \A\e \D
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Welcome Back Sunday

Two Services, 8:30am & 10:30am
Welcome Back Breakfast @ 9:30am

e RSVP with Christine or in the Welcome Center by
Wednesday, Sept 9 so we have plenty of food for everyone
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How Do You Weaswre Suceess?

In Program
Growth...

Launched in the fall
of 2016 in response
to the impassioned
advocacy of Michele

Pellette, when the Blessing Box
outgrew its outdoor location in
less than 2 years, our talented
Tuesdays with Tools team built
a larger, refrigerator-equipped
unit inside the church’s portico
entrance — which continues to
serve the community today.

In Volunteers
Engaged...

The hard work it takes
to maintain a program
like the Blessing Box
has come from many
dedicated individuals, 3
over the years passing from its founder Mlchele Pellette to a long list of volunteers representlng our Mission
Ministry Team, congregation and church staff, among them - and our apologies to anyone we overlook (since
so many have done so much) - Liz Angelbeck, Linda Babcock, Gayle Barton, Robin Boyd, Christine Cotton,
Deb Galloway, Cindy Grogan, Joy Kowalik, Janine Kroon, Catherine March, Cheryl McCampbell,
Sue Pfister, Judy Pilley, Delcey Pulvino, Barb Ridge, Claudia Rodems, Sue Roesgen and Lynda Somerville.

In Donations
Collected...

A lot happened over the
course of those 10 years,
including a pandemic.
But hunger never rests,
and neither did OPPC's ) ' b L 7,

committed volunteers and community partners llke South DaV|s Elementary and O.P.s Park Parsons who season
after season — continued collecting the resources so many in the community count on the Blessing Box to provide.

or In I_Ives “ ‘ Led ey fﬂ g e | Hhonlt yeu for
LR R | ihe bless box
Touched? ™ - ¥ ...iff 1 ey .
The neighbors we've ; e Welod "““j‘“ z 1 I ‘
helped these past10

have left us many

years... from individuals to big
moving thank yous.

families, young and old alike..

For Having Excelled by Those Measures and
So Many More for 10 Truly Amazing Years,
We Offer Our Gratitude, Love and Heartfelt
Congratulations to Everyone Whose Hard Work
Has Made Our Blessing Box So Successful.
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MISSION MATTERS

Welcome Back Food Drive

Join us on Welcome Back Sunday, September 13, for a food
drive supporting our Blessing Box. We will be passing out
grocery bags with the below list of goods. Please return by
Sunday, September 27! We greatly appreciate your support in
helping our neighbors in a meaningful way!

Peanut Butter & Jelly Snack Bars
Canned tuna and chicken Pasta (spaghetti, ziti, or rigatoni)
Canned fruit (No canned veggies) Pasta sauce
Fruit or Pudding cups Hearty soups (NO Cream or Broths)
Cereal Baked Beans

e Thank you for your contribution to the
Volunteers are feeding ministry of Sandwich Sunday
needed to...

over the past year. From July 2025
e . a through August 2026 OPPC has
Feed our Friends on Four Fridays in | delivered 1,253 sandwiches to St. Luke's
the Fall at the Genesis Center Mission of Mercy. That is remarkable!
Let's keep this ministry going and even
increase the number for the balance of
this year. Again, thank you for your
support, from the Mission Ministry
Team and the friends who benefit from
this feeding ministry.

Join the group of OPPC volunteers the third Friday
of the month from 3:45pm-6pm to serve a meal
and show that you care for those in need at
The Genesis Center, which is about 4 blocks from
Mercy Hospital in South Buffalo.

For information about the Genesis Center visit
Ld . I
iheeHeRiEEanteris The next Sandwich Sunday is Sept 20!

Or Contact Dolores Battle at
BattledeO3@gmail.com

Fall Dates

September 18
October 16
November 20
December 18
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OPPC will again be supporting Churches In Action with the “Undie
Sundays” clothing drive, every Sunday in September. Undie Sunday
is a way for us to participate in the ministry of care for our neighbor.
Bring your donation of NEW socks and underwear, any type and all
sizes are welcome. Please bring in your donations and place them in

the Undies Sundays Bin in the Reception Room. Church members

Meredith and Jim Wilson will deliver the items on September 27 to

the Churches in Action location. Thank you for your participation.

Feed My
o Starving
Children

MobilePack

“For the Son of Man came not to be served

FEED MY
STARVING
CHILDREN

but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for

many.” -Jesus, in Mark 10:45

Sign up and save the date!

This year OPPC is partnering again with Feed My Starving Children to pack meals for
children and families in need. Please join us at their MobilePack event on Saturday, October 24.
We are still finalizing the time slot, but it will be a two-hour event likely from 12:00-2:00. A
sign-up table will be available after worship on September 20. This is a great opportunity to live
by Jesus’ example through service to others, and a chance to build stronger relationships with
your fellow OPPC members in a fun, team event.

If you can’t participate in person, please consider fully or partially sponsoring a slot for an

OPPC youth to serve at the event. Donations can be made to the OPPC Mission Ministry team,
designated for the Feed My Starving Children event.

Please contact Ryan Kilpatrick (event organizer) or Dolores Battle (Mission chair)
with any questions or to sign up.

Faith Formation for All Ages beginning Sept 20!
Check out our new Church School Times!

9:15am
Adult Ed: Sermon Discussion in The Meeting Place High School

. oo Stay tuned for details
, Pray & Play for 4-year-olds - First Grade weeknight gathering!
1 Church School for Second Grade - Middle School

*The Nursery will be open for parent- superwsed play,
3 W|th the service livestreamed.

‘YN" 57 Y &" ‘ 01 \| \ ‘ p“ A o
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‘;WAQM e Ciupony WANTED: VOLUNTEER SHOPPERS!!

4 Do you enjoy shopping? Would you like to be part of a program that
brings joy, warmth and excitement to more than 600 youngsters in
need throughout the Southtowns, including those in Orchard Park?

If so, you're invited to become a volunteer shopper for Warm the Children, a program that
provides children in need with new, warm winter clothing.
Each fall, Rotary Club of Hamburg sponsors this valuable program, in which parents are teamed
with volunteer shoppers, meet at Walmart in Hamburg and select warm jackets, sweaters, boots
and other winter clothing for their youngsters. Families in need are referred to the program by
school, church or social service staff. OPPC Mission Ministry Team has provided funds to
Warm the Children for the past three years, helping to support more than 60 children within
the Orchard Park community.

Warm the Children coordinator Liz Angelbeck carefully schedules shoppers with families,
based on mutual availability, which could be mornings, afternoons, evenings or weekends.
Shoppers can choose to volunteer with one family or several. (No cash is exchanged, as an
account is set up with Walmart to pay for the selected items.) The program begins in mid-
October and runs through December 1.

Shoppers are truly recognized as the “faces of Warm the Children” as they are the ones meeting
and greeting our families! If you'd like to learn more about becoming a volunteer shopper,
please contact Liz Angelbeck at lizangelbeck@gmail.com.

L) T XYY LY (XY,

We would like to invite anyone who sews,
knits, or crochets to join us on
Wednesdays from 10 am until noon in The
Meeting Place. We are a casual group - just
come when you can!

We make items to donate to many local
charities and would love to have you join us!

IN CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL RECOVERY MONTH

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

DYNAMIC SPEAKERS - RECOVERY RESOURCES

11:30 A.M. - 2:30 PM

JdL

I— FAMILY-FRIENDLY | LUNCH PROVIDED

Sparks rl( [eReL \ex\SuH rt(entel

Sparks Of Hope 7 Ma mburg, NY 140
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
August 30 August 31 September 1 September 2 September 3 September 4 September 5
9:30a Worship 9a TWT 10a Mission Workshop-TMP | 11a Staff Meeting-CR | 5:30p Alcoholics 10a Lou Long
9:30a COM 10a Friendship Circle-IIR 6p Quaker Quilters Anonymous-lIR Celebration of Life-
5:30p PEO-TMP 4p Yoga-lIR BOD-RR S
6p Yoga-IIR 6p Yoga-IIR 7p Southtowns A
7p Membership Capella Rehearsal-S
MT-CR 7p Membership Dial
Blitz-TMP
7p Quaker Quilters-RR
7:30p Al-Anon-lIR
September 6 September 7 September 8 September 9 September 10 September 11 September 12
Labor Day—
9:30a Worship Office Closed 9a TWT 10a Mission Workshop-TMP | 9a MDO Orientation- 10:30a Music with | 10a Deacon
10:30a Congregational 4p Yoga-lIR MDO Miss Sarah-UC Training-TMP
Meeting 6p Mission MT-CR 6p Yoga-lIR 11a Staff Meeting-CR | 5:30p Alcoholics 1p Elder Training-
6p Bell Choir-S 7p Co-Op Parent’s Anonymous-IIR TMP
7p Choir-CH Night-S/RR
7:30p Al-Anon-lIR
September 13 September 14 September 15 September 16 September 17 September 18 September 19
Welcome Back Sunday
Ordination & 1p PW CT-TMP 9a TWT 10a Mission Workshop-TMP | 11a Staff Meeting-CR | 10:30a Music with | 10a Daisy Troop-
Installation of Officers | 7p Worship MT-CR | 6:30p A&F-CR 4p Yoga-IIR 1p Christian Ed MT-CR | Miss Sarah-UC EC
7p OPPC Book 6p Yoga-IIR 6:45p Personnel 3:45p Genesis
8:30a Worship Group-IIR 6p Bell Choir-S Committee-CR Center
9:30a Welcome Back 7p Choir-CH 7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 5:30p Alcoholics
Breakfast-FH Anonymous-IIR
10:30a Worship
3p Girl Scouts-UC
September 20 September 21 September 22 September 23 September 24 September 25 September 26
Sandwich Sunday Grapevine Deadline
6:30p Deacons-TMP | 9a TWT 11a Staff Meeting-CR | 10:30a Music with
8:30a Worship 7p MDO Board-MDO | 1p 10a Mission Workshop-TMP | 5p Choctoberfest Miss Sarah-UC
9:15a Adult Education Communications | 4p Yoga-IIR 6p Co-Op Ice Cream 5:30p Alcoholics
10:30a Worship/Church Committee-CR 6p Yoga-lIR Social-FH Anonymous-IIR
School 6p Bell Choir-S 7:30p Al-Anon-IIR
11:30a Meet & Greet-CR 7p Choir-CH
3p Girl Scouts-UC
September 27 September 28 September 29 September 30 October 1 October 2 October 3
8:30a Worship 7p Session-TMP 9a TWT 10a Mission Workshop-TMP | 11a Staff Meeting-CR | 10a Grapevine
9:15a Adult Education 4p Yoga-lIR 6p Quaker Quilters Mailing-CR
10:30a Worship/Church 6p Yoga-IIR BOD-RR 10:30a Music with
School 6p Bell Choir-S 7p Quaker Quilters-RR | Miss Sarah-UC
3p Girl Scouts-UC 7p Choir-CH 7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 3:30p Co-Op
Chicken BBQ-
Portico

5:30p Alcoholics
Anonymous-lIR

MG—Memorial Garden; PW—Presbyterian Women; TMP—The Meeting Place; EC—Ed Wing Classroom

Location Legend: S —Sanctuary; RR—Reception Room; CH—Choir Room; GR—Green Room
CR—Conference Room; IIR—Irene Irving Room; FH—Fellowship Hall; UC—Undercroft;

Our calendar sometimes has changes after the GV goes to print, stay up-to-date by viewing the complete calendar on the church website.



https://www.oppchurch.org/calendar
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Worship Notes

As summer draws to a close, OPPC enters a season of reconnection and renewal as we welcome
in the new program year together. We will hold our final 9:30am service on Sunday, September 6,
followed immediately by a Congregational Meeting to elect our next class of officers.

On September 13, we celebrate Welcome Back Sunday, marking the start of the new program
year and our return to worship at 8:30am and 10:30am. In between services, we’ll enjoy time for
fellowship with our Welcome Back Breakfast at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall (Be sure to RSVP with
Christine or in the Welcome Center!), a joyful chance to reconnect after the slower pace of summer
and step together into the season ahead.

Throughout the fall, our worship will continue to be led by a dedicated mix of OPPC elders and
guest preachers, including Rev. Ken Hughes, as we faithfully move through the search process for
our next installed pastor.

As we look ahead, October will bring two special opportunities to worship together. On October 4,
we will celebrate World Communion Sunday, followed by our much-loved Breads and Spreads after
the 10:30am service. On October 11, we will gather for the Service of Remembrance at both
services, honoring those who have gone before us.

May this season strengthen our community, deepen our hope, and prepare us for the
chapter ahead. See you in church!

so, do, mi, do, mi, re, do, la, so

If you can read this with a well-known hymn tune forming in your ear, you should be singing in the
choir. If you cannot read this with said tune forming, you should be singing in the choir! We trust
you’re having a joyful and restful close to the summer and are excited to return to our regularly
scheduled lives at OPPC! Please accept this as our formal invitation for you to become part of
the music life at OPPC!

If you can read pitches and rhythms independently, consider joining the bell choir. If learning a part
with a group of like-voiced people is more your thing, consider joining the Sanctuary Choir. If you enjoy
both, by all means, make a fun evening of your Wednesdays and come for both ensembles! Choir
rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 9. The bell choir rehearses in the sanctuary from 6 until 7pm.
The Sanctuary Choir rehearses in the downstairs choir room from 7 until 8pm (honestly, 8:15).

If you have any questions or would like to let us know you’re coming please contact Barry at
Barry@oppchurch.org or Heather at heather@oppchurch.org.

Welcome back and ‘see ya real soon’!
Heather & Barry Dietsch

Calendar Dates!

Christmas Cantata
Friday, December 18, 7pm

Pics from our Summer
Choir Party!

Rutter Requiem
Friday, April 16, 7pm

Broadway Night
Wednesday, May 19, 7pm
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The Church Office will be closed on U lwatendedt@fh&

Monday, September 7 for Labor Day.

Questions, call Christine Cotton, oy n
Office Manager at 716-662-3948 ‘£ . - s
Office Hours are Monday-Friday 8am-4pm. > § UGS 2l

Directory Changes

Please contact Christine in the Church Office for any directory changes.

= Love Your Neighbor.
e Live Your Faith.

urci

»

St

0
We En vged Taste i
of O.F. Visitors in
a Conversation
inspired by OPPC’s P
recently-adopted | ®
spiritual message )} w‘i,‘
to the community:
Love Your Neighbor. g
Live Your Faith.  §

We asked them

Our Volunteers event booth, and
Were Visible at at OPPC, offering What Makes 3?
2 Taste of O.P free water and rest Good Neighbor?
I_ocations, room access and And they told us...

in the heart of the
festival, warmlg
interacting wit
the publicat our

Inviting Folks
to Park Free of
. Charge with Our
Compliments!

What Do YOU Think
\ @Makesacood/veghbar? i

Our Presence Our Message
Offered O.P. a Was One of
Chance to Get Open Doors &
to Know Us pen Hearts,
and gave usa inv1tin§ anyone in
chance to share search of a faith

community to

the values we feel
i consider OPPC.

are important.

I _FAmm
What Do YOU Think

s, emm B
(And then some of
them got a treat.)

And We Did It in Our New Church Logo-
Looking Both Imprinted Navy Polos...
Stylish and ich You Too Can Own!
Proud to Be Quantities & sizes are limited.

from OPPC... See opposite page to purchase.
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EMPIRE STATE RIDE
TO END CANCER

Empire State Ride is a 500+ mile cycling adventure from
New York City to Niagara Falls that raises funds to fuel
cancer research. This year, the ride garnered $2,400,000.
These funds support cancer research and clinical trials at
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center and across the e
globe.

Tom Grogan, Jeff Somerville, & Wendell Anderson
participated, pictured left, at the beginning of the 500+ mile
bike ride, and Jeff & Tom, pictured right, at the end of the ride raising a bike at Niagara Falls! Well done, gentlemen!

i

A celebration of life for Louise Long, a |

The Deadline for the
October Grapevine is
Wednesday, September 23 at 9am.
Please send any submissions to
Xanda at xanda@oppchurch.org.
To receive the Grapevine

cherished longtime member of OPPC, [
will be held on Saturday, September 5
at 10am. We will gather to remember
Lou, celebrate her life and give thanks
for the many ways she touched our
community. All are welcome.

by email, contact Xanda

at the same email address. YOU ARE INVITED

Bob Osborne Charity Golf Outing

Where: Bob-o-Link Golf Club
4085 Transit Road, Orchard Park

Wearing Your
Faith Is in
Fashion

A small number of our
NEW OPPC-LOGO
Navy Blue Polo Shirts
are still available for just
$25 each in the sizes on the chart below.

These high-quality polos are a great way to
show your pride in being a member of our
thriving faith community. (And they also make
a terrific Christmas present!)

When: Wednesday, September 9
Rolling start times between 9:00-10:00a.m.

Why: Join us to have FUN & raise money
for the Alzheimer’s Association

INCLUDED WITH REGISTRATION

Welcome coffee or mimosa

18 holes of par-3 golf

6 prize holes

Lunch - a hot dog or cheeseburger & 2
drink tickets

If we don't currently have one in your size, let
us know you're interested in getting one and
we'll include you in our next order.

Open to ALL golfers | Rain or Shine | Driving range opens at 7:30AM | Basket Raffle

Rental Clubs and pull carts available for a small fee. (NO driving carts)

xs[sTMILIxxxox]  To purchase, call , ; _

Men's 13 P L e ALZHEIMER’S' ) Sign up today:
Fr— 5T the Church Office | ASSOCIATION it e
benefitting alz.or ny or email DWStrauch10& gmail.com

Cotton/Polyester Blend e Fits True to Size at 716"662"9348. Western New York Chapter Please include your Name, Phone

Number/Email, & additional golfers
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W /. ELDERSPAUL WOODARD & DAVID SAINTZ AMY &§IMON KlLPATmcK\?ﬁ
., ,& | KEPT IT REAL WITH THE KIDS | BHUUGHT ALITTLE BRQ\S ™
Presbyterian Women'’s
N o, Coordinating Team will i BUﬁan
Aﬁﬁ meet on Monday, Crlme, Romance,
mesvan | O€Pptember 14 at 1pm in and Intrigue

The Meeting Place.

Friendship Circle will §
meet on Wednesday,
September 2 at 10am |
in the Irene Irving

cordlally invited to join
us for fellowship and
Bible study. This
year’s study is

United Through Christ,
Bound To Each Other

For more information, please call
Barbara Roberts or Sue Sager.

Saturday, October 17

The Presbyterian Women's Fall Program,
“‘Buffalo—Crime, Romance, & Intrigue,” will be held
on Saturday, October 17 at 1pm in the
Reception Room. As we enjoy some delicious pie,
Marla Bujnicki, a certified Buffalo tour guide, will
relate little-known tales about some of Buffalo's more
scintillating history from the 1880s to the roaring
1920s. Reservations are appreciated and can be
made at the table by the church office starting on
Sunday, September 27 or by calling Sue Sager at
716-662-9413. The cost of the program is $3.00.

We hope that you can join us!

Bring your tools and come

TUESDAYS

join the crew. If you have \WIT-H TEGHELS

any questions, please

Tuesdays,
contact Jim Wilson .

9am—Noon
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OPPC Book Group Presents

The Correspondent by Virginia Evans e "”K‘ o
Tuesday, September 15 @ 7pm in the Irene Irving Room ~ © OrTespondent

VIRGINIA EVANS
After our summer break, we will read one of the books so many folks are

talking about. The Correspondent has won many awards and the movie
version will star Jane Fonda, who purchased the rights. So what is it about? UL

Every morning, Sybil Van Antwerp sits at her writing desk to send letters. At
age 73, she avoids emails, texts or phone calls. Unbeknownst to her family,
her vision is declining, and as she drove home one night, she totaled her car.
Worried she might be pressured to live in a retirement home, she keeps quiet (
and maintains her correspondence with friends, family, and authors whose N r; TIVES B
books she enjoyed. Then there are the unsent letters. Who are they for? -

Mother, grandmother, wife, divorcee, and distinguished lawyer, Sybil has led a very full life. A kind
neighbor brings her baked goods and she briefly takes in a friend’s young son, helping him weather
a rough patch. She seeks advice from her brother, her daughter Fiona, and her lifelong friend
Rosalie. She travels a bit. However, the transformative power of the written word forces her to
examine her life and confront a painful past, finding forgiveness.

“Shows us it’s never too late to teach an old dog new tricks if she’s willing to learn from her past
and move forward.” Vanessa Cronin, editor. “This novel is a complete and utter joy.” Ann
Napolitano, author.

Please join us as we slow down with Sybil, reconnecting with the people she loves. If you are
hunting for a copy to read before book club, contact Barb Badame @ barbarabadame8@gmail.com.

October 20: The House in the Cerulean Sea by T.J. Klune
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Forwarding Service Requested

A thriving faith

community engaged in /(o
compassionate service.

WORLD %SERVICE OF

SUNDAY
Sunday, October 4 Sunday, October 11
8:30am & 10:30am 8:30am & 10:30am

Breads & Spreads

During both services, we will remember
following the 10:30am service in the

and give thanks for those who have gone

Reception Room
before us.

Celebrate our connection with Christians

around the world as we gather at All are Welcome.

Christ’s open table.




