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A Blessing from  

Pastor Mario 
 

Gratitude! Let Gratitude be the 

pillow upon which you kneel to say 

your nightly prayer. And let faith be 

the bridge you build to overcome evil 

and welcome good.  

Lord we praise you today for the power of your love. 

We humble our hearts in Grateful Adoration and give 

you praise and glory. Great is your faithfulness and 

grace! In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

    Pastor Mario  
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Location Legend: S –Sanctuary; RR—Reception Room; CH—Choir Room; GR—Green Room 

CR—Conference Room; IIR—Irene Irving Room; FH—Fellowship Hall; UC—Undercroft;  

MG—Memorial Garden; PW—Presbyterian Women; TMP—The Meeting Place; EC—Ed Wing Classroom 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

August 30 
 
9:30a Worship 

August 31 September 1 
 
9a TWT 
9:30a COM 
5:30p PEO-TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 
7p Membership 
MT-CR 

September 2 
 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
10a Friendship Circle-IIR 
4p Yoga-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 

September 3 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
6p Quaker Quilters 
BOD-RR 
7p Southtowns A 
Capella Rehearsal-S 
7p Membership Dial 
Blitz-TMP 
7p Quaker Quilters-RR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

September 4 
 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

September 5 
 
10a Lou Long 
Celebration of Life-
S 

September 6 
 
9:30a Worship 
10:30a Congregational 
Meeting 

September 7 
Labor Day— 
Office Closed 
 
6p Mission MT-CR 

September 8 
 
9a TWT 

September 9 
 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
4p Yoga-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-CH 

September 10 
 
9a MDO Orientation-
MDO 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7p Co-Op Parent’s 
Night-S/RR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

September 11 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

September 12 
 
10a Deacon 
Training-TMP 
1p Elder Training-
TMP 

September 13 
Welcome Back Sunday 
Ordination & 
Installation of Officers 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:30a Welcome Back 
Breakfast-FH 
10:30a Worship 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

September 14 
 
1p PW CT-TMP 
7p Worship MT-CR 

September 15 
 
9a TWT 
6:30p A&F-CR 
7p OPPC Book 
Group-IIR 

September 16 
 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
4p Yoga-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-CH 

September 17 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
1p Christian Ed MT-CR 
6:45p Personnel 
Committee-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

September 18 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
3:45p Genesis 
Center 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

September 19 
 
10a Daisy Troop-
EC 

September 20 
Sandwich Sunday 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Adult Education 
10:30a Worship/Church 
School 
11:30a Meet & Greet-CR 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

September 21 
 
6:30p Deacons-TMP 
7p MDO Board-MDO 

September 22 
 
9a TWT 
1p 
Communications 
Committee-CR 

September 23 
Grapevine Deadline 
 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
4p Yoga-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-CH 

September 24 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
5p Choctoberfest 
6p Co-Op Ice Cream 
Social-FH 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

September 25 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

September 26 

September 27 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Adult Education 
10:30a Worship/Church 
School 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

September 28 
 
7p Session-TMP 

September 29 
 
9a TWT 

September 30 
 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
4p Yoga-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-CH 

October 1 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
6p Quaker Quilters 
BOD-RR 
7p Quaker Quilters-RR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

October 2 
 
10a Grapevine 
Mailing-CR 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
3:30p Co-Op 
Chicken BBQ-
Portico 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

October 3 

Our calendar sometimes has changes after the GV goes to print, stay up-to-date by viewing the complete calendar on the church website. 

https://www.oppchurch.org/calendar
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Worship Notes 
 

As summer draws to a close, OPPC enters a season of reconnection and renewal as we welcome 
in the new program year together. We will hold our final 9:30am service on Sunday, September 6, 
followed immediately by a Congregational Meeting to elect our next class of officers. 

On September 13, we celebrate Welcome Back Sunday, marking the start of the new program 
year and our return to worship at 8:30am and 10:30am. In between services, we’ll enjoy time for 
fellowship with our Welcome Back Breakfast at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall (Be sure to RSVP with 
Christine or in the Welcome Center!), a joyful chance to reconnect after the slower pace of summer 
and step together into the season ahead. 

Throughout the fall, our worship will continue to be led by a dedicated mix of OPPC elders and 
guest preachers, including Rev. Ken Hughes, as we faithfully move through the search process for 
our next installed pastor.  

As we look ahead, October will bring two special opportunities to worship together. On October 4, 
we will celebrate World Communion Sunday, followed by our much-loved Breads and Spreads after 
the 10:30am service. On October 11, we will gather for the Service of Remembrance at both 
services, honoring those who have gone before us.  

 
May this season strengthen our community, deepen our hope, and prepare us for the 

chapter ahead. See you in church! 



Page 10 September 2026 The Grapevine

 

The Church Office will be closed on  
Monday, September 7 for Labor Day. 

 

Questions, call Christine Cotton,  
Office Manager at 716-662-3948 

Office Hours are Monday-Friday 8am-4pm. 

Directory Changes 
 

Please contact Christine in the Church Office for any directory changes. 
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The Deadline for the  
October Grapevine is  

Wednesday, September 23 at 9am. 
Please send any submissions to 
Xanda at xanda@oppchurch.org.  

To receive the Grapevine  
by email, contact Xanda  

at the same email address.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Empire State Ride is a 500+ mile cycling adventure from 

New York City to Niagara Falls that raises funds to fuel 

cancer research. This year, the ride garnered $2,400,000. 

These funds support cancer research and clinical trials at 

Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center and across the 

globe. 

Tom Grogan, Jeff Somerville, & Wendell Anderson 

participated, pictured left, at the beginning of the 500+ mile 

bike ride, and Jeff & Tom, pictured right, at the end of the ride raising a bike at Niagara Falls! Well done, gentlemen! 

mailto:xanda@oppchurch.org
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Presbyterian Women’s 

Coordinating Team will 

meet on Monday, 

September 14 at 1pm in 

The Meeting Place. 

Bring your tools and come 
join the crew.  If you have 
any questions, please 
contact Jim Wilson . 

Friendship Circle will 
meet on Wednesday, 
September 2 at 10am  
in the Irene Irving 
Room. Ladies, you are 
cordially invited to join 
us for fellowship and 
Bible study. This 
year’s study is  
 

United Through Christ,  
Bound To Each Other  

 

For more information, please call 
Barbara Roberts or Sue Sager. Tuesdays,  

9am—Noon 

 

Buffalo  
Crime, Romance, 

and Intrigue 
Saturday, October 17 

 
The Presbyterian Women's Fall Program, 

“Buffalo—Crime, Romance, & Intrigue,” will be held 
on Saturday, October 17 at 1pm in the  
Reception Room.  As we enjoy some delicious pie, 
Marla Bujnicki, a certified Buffalo tour guide, will 
relate little-known tales about some of Buffalo's more 
scintillating history from the 1880s to the roaring 
1920s. Reservations are appreciated and can be 
made at the table by the church office starting on  
Sunday, September 27 or by calling Sue Sager at  
716-662-9413. The cost of the program is $3.00.  

We hope that you can join us! 
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OPPC Book Group Presents 

The Correspondent by Virginia Evans 
Tuesday, September 15 @ 7pm in the Irene Irving Room 

 

After our summer break, we will read one of the books so many folks are 
talking about. The Correspondent has won many awards and the movie 
version will star Jane Fonda, who purchased the rights. So what is it about? 

Every morning, Sybil Van Antwerp sits at her writing desk to send letters. At 
age 73, she avoids emails, texts or phone calls. Unbeknownst to her family, 
her vision is declining, and as she drove home one night, she totaled her car. 
Worried she might be pressured to live in a retirement home, she keeps quiet 
and maintains her correspondence with friends, family, and authors whose 
books she enjoyed. Then there are the unsent letters. Who are they for? 

Mother, grandmother, wife, divorcee, and distinguished lawyer, Sybil has led a very full life. A kind 
neighbor brings her baked goods and she briefly takes in a friend’s young son, helping him weather 
a rough patch. She seeks advice from her brother, her daughter Fiona, and her lifelong friend 
Rosalie. She travels a bit. However, the transformative power of the written word forces her to 
examine her life and confront a painful past, finding forgiveness. 

“Shows us it’s never too late to teach an old dog new tricks if she’s willing to learn from her past 
and move forward.” Vanessa Cronin, editor. “This novel is a complete and utter joy.” Ann 
Napolitano, author.  

Please join us as we slow down with Sybil, reconnecting with the people she loves. If you are 
hunting for a copy to read before book club, contact Barb Badame @ barbarabadame8@gmail.com. 
 
October 20: The House in the Cerulean Sea by T.J. Klune 
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