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Celebrating 50 Years of Marriage —  

A Journey Through Europe 

To celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, Pastor Ken and his 

wife, Pam, recently enjoyed a memorable European river cruise 

from Amsterdam, the Netherlands, to Avignon in southern France. 

Their journey took them through some of Europe's most beautiful 

and historic regions, with stops in the Netherlands, Belgium, 

Luxembourg, Germany, and France. Along the way, they explored 

picturesque towns, magnificent churches and cathedrals, medieval 

castles, and landscapes filled with vineyards and rolling hills. 

Highlights included Amsterdam's famous canals and Van Gogh 

Museum, Belgium's striking Atomium monument, Germany's 

beautiful Black Forest, and the historic churches of France. Particularly fascinating were 

centuries-old religious sculptures, some bearing the scars of the Reformation and French 

Revolution — reminders of Europe's sometimes turbulent religious history. 

The journey concluded in southern France, where visits included the impressive medieval 

Palace of the Popes in Avignon and the remarkably preserved Roman amphitheater in Arles. 

For Ken and Pam, the trip was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate five decades together 

while experiencing the beauty, history, art, and rich religious heritage of Europe. 

The accompanying photographs offer a glimpse of their anniversary adventure 

— and some of the remarkable places they visited along the way. 

A Blessing from Pastor Mario 

 
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty
         Psalm 91:1  
 
As long as you stay under God's protection, nothing can happen to you that God 

does not design for your ultimate good. When problems come 
into your life like a non-stop rain, remember that God will always be your 
umbrella. Just like an umbrella gives us protection while we walk through the 
rain, God's protection gives us strength while we go through life's storm. Stay 
under God’s Umbrella!        

     Pastor Mario 
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Worship Notes 
November brings several special moments in the life of our congregation. As we move into the 

season of Advent, we will have opportunities to celebrate God's faithfulness, welcome new 
members, and look with hope toward Christ's coming. 

On November 8, we will celebrate Stewardship Sunday as we give thanks for God's 
abundance and reflect on our shared commitment to OPPC. Stewardship is one way we express 
our gratitude for all that God has entrusted to us and support the ministry and mission of OPPC for 
the year ahead. 

On November 15, we will welcome our newest members into the life and ministry of OPPC. 
There will be a baptism at the 8:30am service and we will welcome 3 new members in at the 
10:30am service. We invite you to join us in extending a warm welcome to those who are making 
this church their home. 

On November 22, we will gather together for one service at 10:30am followed by a 
Congregational Meeting to elect our Pastor Nominating Committee.  

Finally, on November 29, we begin the season of Advent, a time of hopeful expectation as 
we prepare to celebrate Christ's coming.  

We hope you'll join us throughout November as we worship together and prepare our hearts for 
the Advent season. 

See you in church! 
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http://www.genesiscenter.us
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Stewardship 2027:  
Time, Talent and Treasure 

 
Our Stewardship theme which emphasizes the giving of our Time, Talent and Treasure reminds 

us that this is the way we improve the lives of others and make a difference in God’s world. It is the 
way we are called to practice our faith. 

Stewardship Sunday is November 8, and we ask each of you to prayerfully consider the 
financial aspect of Stewardship and the positive results your gift can have in the upcoming year.  

That Sunday we are also holding a Ministry Team Fair where you can meet  team members and 
learn how giving of your time and talents can make a meaningful impact. When you give freely of 
yourself to others, you reap rewards beyond expectation. That’s the transformative power of 
compassionate service. 
 
Why is it important to make a pledge? 

Pledges allow Session to prepare a budget for the upcoming year based on the money we 
anticipate receiving. Our goal for pledges for 2027 is $400,000.   

Additionally, everyone’s participation in Stewardship shows a prospective pastoral candidate 
that we are indeed a strong, fully engaged congregation. We are ready to move forward, 
ready to embrace a new leader, and equal to the challenge of using our many blessings and 
resources to serve others. 

Our future, both financially and with respect to a new pastor, is in your hands. Please carefully 
consider your pledge or donation. Now more than ever, we need each member of OPPC to give 
as generously as they are able. 

 
Blessings from your Stewardship Team, 
Michael Cid, Nancy Lesakowski, Douglas Carpenter, Carol Blackley 
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Location Legend: S –Sanctuary; RR—Reception Room; CH—Choir Room; GR—Green Room 

CR—Conference Room; IIR—Irene Irving Room; FH—Fellowship Hall; UC—Undercroft;  

MG—Memorial Garden; PW—Presbyterian Women; TMP—The Meeting Place; EC—Ed Wing Classroom 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

November 1 
Daylight Saving Time 
Ends 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Sermon 
Discussion-TMP 
10:30a Worship/Church 
School 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

November 2 
 
1p PWCT-TMP 
7p Co-Op Board-
TMP 

November 3 
Election Day 
 
9a TWT 
9:30a COM-TMP 
6p Cub Scouts-UC 

November 4 
 
10a Friendship Circle-IIR 
10a Staff Meeting-CR 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
4p Yoga-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-S 

November 5 
 
6p Youth Group 
6p Quaker Quilters 
BOD-RR 
7p A Capella-S 
7p Personnel Cmte-CR 
7p Quaker Quilters-RR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

November 6 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

November 7 
 
10a Daisy Troop-
EC 

November 8 
Stewardship Sunday 
 
8:30a Worship 
9a Ministry Team Fair-
RR 
9:15a Sermon 
Discussion-TMP 
10:30a Worship/Church 
School 
11:30a Blood Pressure 
Screening-CR 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

November 9 
 
11a Christian Ed 
MT-TMP 
6p Mission MT-CR 
7p MDO Board-MDO 

November 10 
 
9a TWT 
7p A&F MT-CR 
7p Advent Chorale 
Rehearsal-S 

November 11 
Veterans Day—Office 
Closed 
 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-S 

November 12 
Grapevine Deadline 
 
3p Fox Run Service 
6p Youth Group 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

November 13 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
1p Fall Bazaar Set 
Up-RR 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

November 14 
 
10a Mission 
Workshop Fall 
Bazaar-RR 

November 15 
Sandwich Sunday 
 
8:30a Worship 
w/Baptism 
9a MW Fall Bazaar-RR 
9:15a Sermon 
Discussion-TMP 
10:30a Worship/Church 
School 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

November 16 
 
1p Communication 
Committee-CR 
6:30p Deacons-TMP 
7p Worship MT-CR 

November 17 
 
9a TWT 
7p Advent Chorale 
Rehearsal-S 
7p OPPC Book 
Group-IIR 
7p Membership MT-
CR 

November 18 
 
10a Staff Meeting-CR 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
4p Yoga-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-S 

November 19 
 
6p Youth Group 
7p A Capella-S 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

November 20 
 
10a Grapevine 
Mailing-CR 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
3:30p Genesis 
Center 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

November 21 
 
10a Daisy Troop-
EC 

November 22 
 
9:15a Sermon 
Discussion-TMP 
9:30a Family, Faith, & 
Food-FH 
10:30a Worship/Church 
School 
11:30a Congregational 
Meeting-S 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 
6:30p Youth @ OP 
Wesleyan 

November 23 
 
7p Session-TMP 

November 24 
 
9a TWT 
7p Advent Chorale 
Rehearsal-S 

November 25 
 
10a Staff Meeting-CR 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-S 

November 26 
Thanksgiving Day—
Office Closed 
 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

November 27 
Thanksgiving 
Break—Office 
Closed 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

November 28 
 
9a Church 
Decorating-S/RR 

November 29 
First Sunday of Advent 
Giving Tree 
 
8:30a Worship 
10:30a Worship 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

November 30 
 
5:45p Advent Supper 
Series-RR 

December 1 
 
9a TWT 
9:30a COM-TMP 
6p Cub Scouts-UC 
7p Advent Chorale 
Rehearsal-S 
7p Membership Dial 
Blitz-TMP 
 

December 2 
 
10a Friendship Circle 
Luncheon-RR 
10a Staff Meeting-CR 
10a Mission Workshop-TMP 
4p Yoga-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-S 

December 3 
 
6p Quaker Quilters 
BOD-RR 
6p Advent Chorale 
Rehearsal-S 
7p Quaker Quilters-RR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

December 4 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 
7p The Messiah-S 

December 5 

Our calendar sometimes has changes after the GV goes to print. Stay up-to-date by viewing the complete calendar on the church website. 

https://www.oppchurch.org/calendar
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mailto:communication_committee@oppchurch.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzViF4ZPwE7SQ_invBAQCJsw8r9wkrBkbL8eFx2yGcdMkI5w/viewform?usp=header
mailto:communication_committee@oppchurch.org
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Presbyterian Women’s  

Coordinating Team  

will meet on  

Monday, November 2 at 1pm  

in The Meeting Place. 

Join Pastor Mario each 

Sunday at 9:15 am in  

The Meeting Place  

for a  time of conversation 

and reflection on the 

previous week’s sermon.  

Whether you have thoughts to share or simply 

want to listen, there's a place for you at the table. 

Come as you are—all are welcome! 
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Tuesdays,  

9am—Noon 
 

Bring your tools and come join the 
crew. If you have any questions, 

please contact Jim Wilson . 

 

Take a moment to check in  

on your health!  

Blood Pressure Screenings will be available  

Sunday, November 8, following the 

10:30am worship service. Stop by for a 

quick blood pressure check and take a 

small step toward caring for your health  

and well-being. 
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Advent 
Supper Series 

 

Between global 
headlines and the 
challenges of our own 
lives, it can be easy to 
feel overwhelmed by the 
dark. This Advent, join  
us for an exploration of  

Witness to the Light: An Advent 
Study with the Prophets   

Through the witness of the prophets 
of scripture, we'll discover how to wait 
in stubborn, resilient hope in the times 
we face.  The four-session course 
begins on the first Monday of Advent, 
November 30, at 5:45 pm.   

More details to follow about this 
shared reflection on Advent’s most 
compelling themes. 
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The Deadline for the  
December Grapevine is  

Thursday, November 12 at 9am. 
Please send any submissions to 
Xanda at xanda@oppchurch.org.  

To receive the Grapevine by email, 
contact Xanda at the  
same email address.  

OPPC Book Group Presents 

Tom Lake by Ann Patchett 
Tuesday, November 17 @ 7pm in the Irene Irving Room 

 
 

Ann Patchett is the recipient of the 20th annual Library of Congress Prize  
for American Fiction for 2026. This prize honors her literary body of work  
“marked by a mastery of the art, originality of thought, imagination, and a lasting 
cultural footprint.” 

OPPC Book Group has previously read her novels “Bel Canto,” “The Dutch 
House” and “The Magician’s Assistant,” when Glenn Begert delighted us with some tableside magic. 

Her 2023 bestselling novel “Tom Lake” takes place at an orchard on the northern shore of Lake 
Michigan in spring 2020. The usual pickers can’t come during the lockdown, so Lara and Joe 
summon their three grown daughters to come home and help with the fruit harvest. While picking 
cherries, Emily, Maisie and Nell beg their mother to tell her story as a young actress.  In particular, 
they want all the details of her love affair with the famous actor Peter Duke as they starred in a 
summer stock production of “Our Town” at a theater company called Tom Lake. 

Lara’s journey from ingenue to farm wife has some hairpin turns the reader will likely not see 
coming. There’s comedy, tragedy, drama, and a lot of love in this — a look-back-at-your-own-life 
kind of book. One reviewer described Ann Patchett as “one of our greatest living chroniclers of love 
and marriage and its resounding impacts over generations.” 

Please join us as we celebrate Ann Patchett by discussing this interesting story. The audiobook is 
narrated by none other than the marvelous Meryl Streep. Read with your eyes or your ears or just 
come. All are welcome! 

 

No book group in December  

The Church Office will be closed on  
Wednesday, November 11 for  

Veterans Day as well as  
November 26 and 27 for 

Thanksgiving. 
 

Questions, call Christine Cotton,  
Office Manager at 716-662-3948 

Office Hours are  
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm. 

mailto:xanda@oppchurch.org
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