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July/August 2026  

Pastor Search Progress Report 
   

As we reach the conclusion of the Rev. Dr. Tom Yorty’s brief but valued 
service as OPPC’s Temporary Pastor, we now prepare to enter what promises 
to be a formative and potentially exciting phase in the evolution of our 
Church’s identity.  

At our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 14, Pastor Yorty shared a communication from the  
Presbytery of WNY that offered a fresh and more positively focused assessment of the progress and 
prospects of our congregation’s search for new Pastoral leadership - one that we should embrace as both 
complimentary and encouraging.  

The Presbytery noted that due to current nationwide trends within our denomination and its clergy force,  
upwards of 25% of whom are presently moving toward retirement, the available pool of candidates for 
Intentional Interim Pastor positions such as OPPC has been seeking to fill has diminished dramatically.  

The good news, however, came in the assessment the Presbytery’s letter simultaneously shared that, 
based on the comparatively greater energy and sense of purpose that clearly infuse our congregation even 
as we stand at this crossroads in our spiritual journey, we have been urged to proceed at our earliest 
opportunity with forming a fully empowered Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) and move ahead with 
the process of seeking and considering prospects for a new called and installed leader for Orchard Park 
Presbyterian Church.  

In that spirit, we would invite any member of OPPC who might be willing to serve on that future PNC to 
contact Christine Cotton in the church office at christine@oppchurch.org to express their interest in being 
considered.  

In the meantime, the Presbytery - fully honoring its commitment to remain steadfastly at our side through 
the completion of this transition - continues to work closely with us to ensure that we have appropriate 
leadership for our worship-related activities and an on-call Pastoral response should emergency situations 
arise while also providing administrative guidance for our staff.  

And to additionally support our congregation both programmatically and personally, our Intentional 
Interim Pastor Search Committee is also continuing its efforts to secure OPPC access to additional 
resources with expertise in key areas such as Christian Education and Pastoral Care to further enhance our 
ability to meet our members’ individual needs and facilitate preparations for this September’s resumption 
of our full schedule of Church activities.  

In all, you may be confident that it is most definitely a time to be hopeful about our Church’s future and 
to have faith in the promise of the new possibilities that new beginnings bring. 
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Bring your tools and come 
join the crew.   

If you have any questions,  
please contact  

Jim Wilson. 

Directory Changes 
For any directory changes, please 
contact Christine Cotton in the front 
office at Christine@oppchurch.org or 
716-662-9348. 

Presbyterian Women  
Bible Study 

 

On Saturday, August 29, 
OPPC will be hosting the 
Presbyterian Women of 
WNY as they present an introduction to 
the bible study for 2026-2027.  
The topic of the study is: 

“United in Christ:  
Bound to Each Other” 

 

The meeting will be held in  
The Meeting Place from 10am to 12pm. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Reservations are appreciated and can  
be made by calling Sue Sager.  
All women are welcome. 

Tuesdays,  
9am—Noon 



The Grapevine July/August 2026  Page 7

 

Location Legend: S –Sanctuary; RR—Reception Room; CH—Choir Room; GR—Green Room 

CR—Conference Room; IIR—Irene Irving Room; FH—Fellowship Hall; UC—Undercroft;  

MG—Memorial Garden; PW—Presbyterian Women; TMP—The Meeting Place; EC—Ed Wing Classroom 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

June 28 
 
9:30a Worship 
 

June 29 June 30 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 

July 1 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 

July 2 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

July 3 
 
10a Yoga-IIR 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

July 4 
Independence 
Day 

July 5 
 
9:30a Worship 

July 6 
Independence Day 
Weekend— 
Office Closed 

July 7 
 
9a TWT 
1p Communications 
Committee-CR 
6p Yoga-IIR 

July 8 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 

July 9 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

July 10 
 
10a Yoga-IIR 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

July 11 

July 12 
 
9:30a Worship with 
Communion 

July 13 July 14 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6:30p A&F MT-CR 
7p Worship MT-TMP 

July 15 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 

July 16 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7:30p Personnel 
Committee-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

July 17 
 
3:45p Genesis 
Center 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

July 18 
 
 

July 19 
Sandwich Sunday 
 
9:30a Worship 

July 20 July 21 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 

July 22 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6p Taste of Orchard Park 

July 23 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

July 24 
 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

July 25 
 
Family Promise 
Picnic—Hickory 
Street 
6p Parent’s Night 
Out PJs and Pizza 

July 26 
 
9:30a Worship 

July 27 July 28 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 

July 29 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 

July 30 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

July 31 
 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

August 1 

Our calendar sometimes has changes after the GV goes to print, stay up-to-date by viewing the complete calendar on the church website. 

https://www.oppchurch.org/calendar
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Location Legend: S –Sanctuary; RR—Reception Room; CH—Choir Room; GR—Green Room 

CR—Conference Room; IIR—Irene Irving Room; FH—Fellowship Hall; UC—Undercroft;  

MG—Memorial Garden; PW—Presbyterian Women; TMP—The Meeting Place; EC—Ed Wing Classroom 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

August 2 
 
9:30a Worship 

August 3 
 
7p Co-Op Board-TMP 

August 4 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 

August 5 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 

August 6 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
6p Quaker Quilters 
BOD-RR 
7p Quaker Quilters-RR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

August 7 
 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

August 8 

August 9 
 
9:30a Worship 

August 10 
 
7p MDO Board-MDO 

August 11 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 
6:30p A&F MT-CR 
7p MDO Board-MDO 

August 12 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 

August 13 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

August 14 
 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

August 15 

August 16 
Sandwich Sunday 
 
9:30a Worship 

August 17 
 
6:30p Deacons-TMP 

August 18 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 

August 19 
 
9a Grapevine Deadline 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 

August 20 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

August 21 
 
3:45p Genesis 
Center 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

August 22 

August 23 
 
9:30a Worship 
 
 

August 24 
 
7p Session-TMP 

August 25 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 

August 26 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
6p Yoga-IIR 

August 27 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

August 28 
 
10a Grapevine 
Mailing-CR 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

August 29 
 
10a Presbyterian 
Women’s Bible 
Study-TMP 

August 30 
 
9:30a Worship 

August 31 September 1 
 
9a TWT 
6p Yoga-IIR 

September 2 
 
10a Mission Workshop-
TMP 
10a Friendship Circle-IIR 
6p Yoga-IIR 

September 3 
 
11a Staff Meeting-CR 
6p Quaker Quilters 
BOD-RR 
7p Quaker Quilters-RR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

September 4 
 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

September 5 

Our calendar sometimes has changes after the GV goes to print, stay up-to-date by viewing the complete calendar on the church website. 

https://www.oppchurch.org/calendar
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The Deadline for the  
September Grapevine is  

Wednesday, August 19 at 9am. Please 
send any submissions to Xanda at 

xanda@oppchurch.org.  
To receive the Grapevine  
by email, contact Xanda  

at the same email address.  

The Church Office will be closed  
on Monday, July 6  

for Independence Day  
and Monday, September 7  

for Labor Day. 
 

Questions, call Christine Cotton,  
Office Manager at 716-662-3948 

 

Help Us Tell Our Story! 

 
Our church is full of life, and we don’t want to 
miss a single moment. Whether it’s a smile in the 
Reception Room, a group volunteering, or a 
candid moment at a committee meeting –  
we want to see what you see! 
 

How to Share your photos and 
stories: Scan the QR code to 
upload photos directly from your 
phone. Thank you for helping us 
share the light of our community! 

mailto:xanda@oppchurch.org
https://form.jotform.com/260824714712051
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OPPC Book Group Presents 

The Correspondent by Virginia Evans 
Tuesday, September 15 @ 7pm in the Irene Irving Room 

 
After our summer break, we will read one of the books so many folks are 

talking about. The Correspondent has won many awards and the movie 
version will star Jane Fonda, who purchased the rights. So what is it about? 

Every morning, Sybil Van Antwerp sits at her writing desk to send letters. At 
age 73, she avoids emails, texts or phone calls. Unbeknownst to her family, 
her vision is declining, and as she drove home one night, she totaled her car. 
Worried she might be pressured to live in a retirement home, she keeps quiet 
and maintains her correspondence with friends, family, and authors whose 
books she enjoyed. Then there are the unsent letters. Who are they for? 

Mother, grandmother, wife, divorcee, and distinguished lawyer, Sybil has led a very full life. A kind 
neighbor brings her baked goods and she briefly takes in a friend’s young son, helping him weather 
a rough patch. She seeks advice from her brother, her daughter, Fiona, and her lifelong friend 
Rosalie. She travels a bit. However, the transformative power of the written word forces her to 
examine her life and confront a painful past, finding forgiveness. 

“Shows us it’s never too late to teach an old dog new tricks if she’s willing to learn from her past 
and move forward.” Vanessa Cronin, editor. “This novel is a complete and utter joy.” Ann 
Napolitano, author.  

Please join us as we slow down with Sybil, reconnecting with the people she loves.  
 
October 20: The House on the Cerulean Sea by T.J. Klune 
 
Note: Many books left over from OPPC’s rummage sale were donated to the 2026 American 
Association of University Women (AAUW) sale. Barb Olandt reported that this year’s sale was very 
successful and resulted in $140,000 in scholarships.  
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