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“PASTOR’S CORNER”  

Advent: Waiting With Open Eyes 
 

Advent always sneaks up on me. Every year I think I’m ready 

for it, but then December arrives with its rush, its noise, its 

expectations, and I realize how easy it is to drift through this 

season on autopilot.  Advent is meant to slow us down,  

yet my life rarely cooperates. Maybe that’s why I find myself 

returning to it with such hunger. I need this season. I need that 

pause. I need that promise. 

Advent is a journey toward the light, but it begins in the dark. Not a frightening darkness 

- more like the quiet hush before dawn. It gives us permission to be honest about what 

weighs on our hearts. Advent invites us to bring that heaviness into a sacred space and 

trust that God is already at work in places we cannot yet see. 

This season teaches me something every year: hope isn’t a passive wish. Hope is active 

waiting. It’s choosing to believe that God is moving even when the night feels long. It’s 

lighting candles one by one and allowing their small flames to shape our courage. 

I’m learning to approach Advent with open eyes. To look for grace in ordinary 

encounters. To welcome quiet moments as gifts. To let prayer soften what has grown rigid 

in me.  And to remember that Christ comes to us gently - often in ways that look like 

humility, hospitality, and compassion. 

My prayer for this Advent is simple: that we won’t rush past the sacred in our search for 

the spectacular. May we slow down. May we watch for God’s nearness. And may the 

coming light find us ready to receive it. 

          Pastor Hughes 
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FROM THE PASTORAL ASSISTANT  

 
 
 

Another year is winding down. For many of us year-end is a time of 

speculation and wonderment, of uncertainty and apprehension. 

Especially so as we consider events that have preceded the present 

moment: changes in the way our society functions; the questioning of 

principles that have shaped relationships, personal, social, national, and 

international, for decades; assumptions we have held as permanent 

seem to be shaken.   

Yet we hold onto the conviction that God is in control - that human 

will and intention do not dictate the final outcome.  We look once again to a manger and a 

babe, shepherds and angels, Magi from the East following a star. 

 

This bit of verse by Wendell Berry in his collection of poems entitled Sabbath, sets a tone 

of anticipation and wonderment: 

 

 A child unborn, the coming year 

 Grows big within us, dangerous, 

 And yet we hunger as we fear 

 For its increase: the blunted bud 

 To free the leaf to have its day, 

 The unborn to be born….. 
 

(Wendell Berry, Sabbaths, North Point Press, 1987) 

 

A blessed New Year to all! 

        Rev. Allyn Foster   
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POINSETTIAS will decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas Eve.  If you wish to order 

a plant in honor or memory of a loved one, please fill out an envelope, available at the 

Welcome Center and specify the number, color of red, white or pink and how you 

would like your dedication to read.  The deadline for orders is Friday, December 5.   

The cost is $10.00 per plant. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 
As we enter this holy season of Advent and 

Christmas, we rejoice in the coming of Christ – the 
light of the world breaking into our darkness with 
hope, peace, joy, and love. This is a time of 
anticipation and celebration, and we invite you to 
join us in worship as we mark these sacred days 
together. We will hold several special worship 
services this month: 

December 21 – A Special Christmas Something,  
 a single worship service led by the children of 

OPPC, beginning at 10:30am. 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services 

 Journey to the Manager, an outdoor 
service designed to be welcoming to all ages, 
especially young children, beginning at 4pm. 

 Candlelight Service, a traditional  
Christmas Eve communion service, with live 
music beginning at 9:30pm, followed by 
worship at 10pm. 

December 28 – Lessons and Carols, a single 
service of scripture and song, at 10:30am. 

 
Wishing you a blessed Christmas season and a joyful 

start to the new year! 
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Adult Education: Sermon Discussion 
 

Each Sunday we will view a recording of the previous week’s 
sermon, then we will discuss it. The discussions are not cumulative, 
so each session is self-contained; come when you can, don’t worry 
about missing any.  We’ll start by discussing the sermon from the 
prior Sunday but we can take requests as well. Classes will be held in The Meeting Place at 

9:15am and run about forty-five minutes.  Dave Brummer will be facilitating the discussions.  

Contact Dave dgbrummer@gmail.com if there are any questions. Hope to see you there! 

mailto:dgbrummer@gmail.com
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Location Legend: S –Sanctuary; RR—Reception Room; CH—Choir Room; GR—Green Room 

CR—Conference Room; IIR—Irene Irving Room; FH—Fellowship Hall; UC—Undercroft;  

MG—Memorial Garden; PW—Presbyterian Women; TMP—The Meeting Place; EC—Ed Wing Classroom 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

November 30 
First Sunday of Advent 
Giving Tree 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Adult Ed-TMP 
10:30a Worship 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

December 1 
 
5p Kids Cooking 
Class-FHK 
7p OP Chorale-S 
7p Theology on Tap-
Fattey Beer Co.  
7p Co-Op Board-TMP 
 

December 2 
 
9a TWT 
9:30a COM-TMP 
7p Advent Chorale-S 

December 3 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
11a Friendship Circle 
Luncheon-RR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
6:30p Disciple Bible-CR 
6:30p One Light Many 
Paths Book Club-TMP 
7p Choir-CH 

December 4 
 
6p Advent Chorale 
Rehearsal-S 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

December 5 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 
7p Handel’s 
Messiah-RR/S 

December 6 
 
10:15a Daisy 
Troop-Ed Wing 
2p Buffalo Gay 
Men’s Chorus-S 

December 7 
Second Sunday of 
Advent 
Giving Tree 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Adult Ed-TMP 
9:30 Church School 
10:30a Worship 
11a Worship MT-CR 
3p Girl Scouts 

December 8 
 
5p Kids Cooking 
Class-FHK 
7p OP Chorale-S 
7p Property MT-CR 

December 9 
 
9a TWT 
6:30p A&F MT-CR 

December 10 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
9a Buffalo Bells Set Up- 
7p Buffalo Bells Concert-S 

December 11 
 
3p Fox Run Service 
6p Bell Choir 
Rehearsal-S 
6p Quaker Quilters 
BOD-RR 
7p Quaker Quilters-RR 
7p Choir Rehearsal-CH 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

December 12 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

December 13 
 
1p Quaker Arts 
Music Program-S 

December 14 
Third Sunday of 
Advent 
Giving Tree 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Adult Ed-TMP 
9:30 Church School 
10:30a Worship 
3p Girl Scouts 
4p OP Chorale Concert-
S 

December 15 
 
5p Kids Cooking 
Class-FHK 
7p Theology on Tap-
Fattey Beer Co.  
 
 

December 16 
 
9a TWT 

December 17 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
6p Bell Choir-S 
6:30p Disciple Bible-CR 
6:30p One Light Many 
Paths Book Club-TMP 
7p Choir-CH 

December 18 
 
12p Restorative Yoga-
IIR/TMP 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

December 19 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
3:30p Genesis 
Center 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 
7p Ceremony of 
Candles Cantata-S 

December 20 
 
10:15a Daisy 
Troop-Ed Wing 
1p Miss Sarah 
Piano Recital-S 

December 21 
A Special Christmas 
Something 
Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 
Sandwich Sunday 
 
10:30a Worship 
 

December 22 December 23 
 
9a TWT 

December 24 
 
4p Journey to the Manger-
Outdoor Service, weather 
permitting 
9:30p Live Music-S 
10p Candlelight Christmas 
Eve Service-S 
 

December 25 
Christmas Day—Office 
Closed 
 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

December 26 
Christmas—Office 
Closed 
 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

December 27 

December 28 
Lessons & Carols 
 
10:30a Worship 

December 29 December 30 
 
9a TWT 

December 31 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-CR 

January 1 
 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

January 2 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 
 
 
 

January 3 

Our calendar sometimes has changes after the GV goes to print, stay up-to-date by viewing the complete calendar on the church website. 

https://www.oppchurch.org/calendar
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

December 28 
Lessons & Carols 
 
10:30a Worship 

December 29 December 30 
 
9a TWT 

December 31 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
6p Bell Choir-S 
7p Choir-CH 

January 1 
 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

January 2 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 
 
 
 

January 3 

January 4 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Adult Ed-TMP 
9:30a Family, Faith & 
Food-FH 
10:30a Worship 

January 5 
 
1p PWCT-TMP 
7p Theology on Tap-
Fattey Beer Co. 
7p Co-Op Board-TMP 

January 6 
 
9a TWT 
9:30a COM-TMP 

January 7 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
10a Friendship Circle-IIR 
6p Bell Choir-S 
6:30p Disciple Bible-CR 
6:30p One Light Many 
Paths Book Group-TMP 
7p Choir-CH 

January 8 
 
1p UpBeet Cooking-
FHK 
3p Fox Run Service 
6p Quaker Quilters 
BOD-RR 
7p Quaker Quilters-
RR 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

January 9 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

January 10 
 
10:15a Daisy 
Troop-Ed Wing 

January 11 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Adult Ed-TMP 
9:30a Church School 
10:30a Worship 

January 12 
 
5:45p OP Chorale 
BOD-CR 
7p OP Chorale-S 
7p MDO Board-TMP 
7p Property MT-IIR 

January 13 
 
9a TWT 
10:30a PEO-TMP 
1p Communications 
Committee-CR 
6:30p A&F-CR 

January 14 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
6p Bell Choir-S 
6:30p Disciple Bible-CR 
7p Choir-CH 
7:15p Mission MT-TMP 

January 15 
 
1p UpBeet Cooking-
FHK 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

January 16 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
3:30p Genesis 
Center 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

January 17 
 
 

January 18 
Sandwich Sunday 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:30a Church School 
10:30a Worship 
3p Girl Scouts-UC 

January 19 
MLK Jr. Day—Office 
Closed 
 
7p Theology on Tap-
Fattey Beer Co. 

January 20 
 
9a TWT 
7p OPPC Book Group-
IIR 

January 21 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
6p Bell Choir-S 
6:30p Disciple Bible-CR 
6:30p One Light Many 
Paths Book Group-TMP 
7p Choir-CH 

January 22 
 
1p UpBeet Cooking-
FHK 
3p Fox Run Service 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

January 23 
 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

January 24 
 
9a Co-Op Midyear 
Classroom Clean 
Up 
10:15a Daisy 
Troop-Ed Wing 
1p Presbyterian 
Women Winter 
Program-RR 
6p Alex Hamilton 
Organ Concert-S 

January 25 
 
8:30a Worship 
9:15a Adult Ed-TMP 
9:30a Church School 
10:30a Worship 

January 26 
 
6:30p Deacons-IIR 
6:30p Ministry Team 
Leader Meeting-TMP 
7p Session-TMP 
7p OP Chorale-S 

January 27 
Grapevine Deadline 
 
9a TWT 

January 28 
 
10a Staff 
10a Mission Workshop 
6p Bell Choir-S 
6:30p Disciple Bible-CR 
7p Choir-CH 

January 29 
 
1p UpBeet Cooking-
FHK 
7:30p Al-Anon-IIR 

January 30 
 
10a Grapevine 
Mailing-CR 
10:30a Music with 
Miss Sarah-UC 
5:30p Alcoholics 
Anonymous-IIR 

January 31 
 
10a Co-Op Open 
House 

Location Legend: S –Sanctuary; RR—Reception Room; CH—Choir Room; GR—Green Room 

CR—Conference Room; IIR—Irene Irving Room; FH—Fellowship Hall; UC—Undercroft;  

MG—Memorial Garden; PW—Presbyterian Women; TMP—The Meeting Place; EC—Ed Wing Classroom 

Our calendar sometimes has changes after the GV goes to print, stay up-to-date by viewing the complete calendar on the church website. 

https://www.oppchurch.org/calendar
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It Takes Two to Tango—How about Three? 
At 6pm on Saturday, January 24, 2026, Alex Hamilton will present an organ recital in the 

Sanctuary featuring the "Six Trio Sonatas for Organ" by Johann Sebastian Bach. 
Mostly written in the early 1720s, these centuries-old pieces formed the cornerstone for the 

keyboard and composition education of J.S. Bach's son, Wilhelm Friedemann, a renowned 
organist and composer in his own right. In this collection, the organ takes on the role of a 
chamber ensemble rather than a room-shaking orchestra, and the delicate 3-part texture crisply 
defines each melodic line with colorful stop combinations. For this reason, the Trio Sonatas 
remain a fresh and innovative staple of the repertoire over three hundred years later. 

Come hear why generations of organists and their employers found this music so irresistible. 
Light refreshments will be provided following the program. 
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Presbyterian Women’s  

Coordinating Team  

will meet on  

Monday, January 5, 1pm  

in The Meeting Place. 

The Deadline for the February Grapevine is 

Tuesday, January 27 at 9am. Please send any 

submissions to Xanda at xanda@oppchurch.org. If 

you would like to receive the Grapevine by email, 

please reach out to Xanda at the same email address.  

 
Tuesdays  

9am—Noon 
 

Bring your tools and come join the 
crew.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Jim Wilson. 

 

 

Session met on Monday, November 24 at 7pm.   

A copy of the minutes of this meeting may be 

requested from Christine Cotton 

(christine@oppchurch.org).  

The Session will not meet in December. The next  

meeting will be Monday, January 26.  

mailto:xanda@oppchurch.org
mailto:christine@oppchurch.org
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Friendship Circle will 
meet on Wednesday, 
January 7 at 10am in the 
Irene Irving Room.  Ladies, 
you are cordially invited to 
join us for fellowship and Bible study. 
Lesson Four of Finding 
Resilience, Joy and 
Our Identity in Jesus 
Christ will be 
discussed. For more 
information, please call  
Barbara Roberts  
or Sue Sager. 

PW Winter Program  
Saturday, January 24, 2026 
Please come and enjoy a delicious 

"Dessert Buffet" while  
Rachelle Moyer Francis, a retired Orchard 

Park teacher, presents "Roughing it 
with the Rich Folks:  

Great Camps of the Adirondacks"   
Rachelle, a former staff member at Great 

Camp Sagamore, will speak about the 
rustic camps built at the turn of the 

century by William West Durant and 
others. The program will be held at 1pm 
in the Reception Room. The cost of the 

event is $3. Reservations are appreciated 
and can be made on January 4, 11 and 18 

at the table near the church office 
 or by calling Sue Sager.  

We hope to see you there! 

Friendship Circle will gather for a  

Christmas luncheon on  

Wednesday, December 3 at 11am  

in the Reception Room.  

Please bring a dish to share. 
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OPPC Book Group Presents 

Wayward Girls by Susan Wiggs 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 7pm in the Irene Irving Room 

 

     After a holiday break in December, our book group returns with Susan 
Wiggs’ latest novel, her best yet, set in Buffalo, NY in 1968. Meticulous research 
included the help of the librarian of the Buffalo History Museum, the Facebook 
group called “Buffalore,” and many others. The characters are fictional but the 
Home of the Good Shepherd, 485 Best Street in Buffalo, was a real place, an 
industrial laundry and Catholic reform school controlled by the Sisters of Charity. 
It operated as a home for girls from the 1880s to the 1970s. 
     The story centers on eight girls sent to the Home by their parents or the legal 
system for various reasons.  When they meet, they are strangers, but become close friends as they 
endure the slave labor and abuse. In the author’s skilled writing, the girls come to life, and they will 
reside in your heart long after the last life-affirming page. It’s a tale of hope, survival, redemption 
and justice. 
     Have you heard of St. Apollonia, patron saint of dentistry? Do you remember the summer of 
1969, when Niagara Falls went dry for months? Wiggs continues the girls’ stories over more than 50 
years, saying “with the emotional payoff and triumphant resolution my readers deserve.” 
    Please join us as we discuss this page-turner. All are welcome, and bring friends! 
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DIRECTORY CHANGES 
 
 
 
 

RODEMS, Mike & Claudia 
858 Luther Road 
East Aurora, NY 14052 

The Church will be closed on 
December 25 & December 26 

for Christmas, January 1 for 
New Year’s Day and January 19 
for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 



 

A thriving faith   
community engaged in 
compassionate service. 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
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