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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
PRELUDE                               “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake                              Paul Bouman 
 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN                   “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP                                                     Psalm 119:28 –32, antiphon: v. 27 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Make me understand the way of your precepts, 

C  and I will meditate on your wondrous works. 

 

P  My soul melts away for sorrow; 

C  strengthen me according to your word! 

 

P  Put false ways far from me 

C  and graciously teach me your law! 

 

P  I have chosen the way of faithfulness; 

C  I set your just decrees before me. 



 

 

 

P  I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; 

C  let me not be put to shame! 

 

P  I will run in the way of your commandments 

C  when you enlarge my heart! 

 

P  Make me understand the way of your precepts, 

C  and I will meditate on your wondrous works. 

 

“Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (st. 3): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                      

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 
  

P Most holy and merciful Father, 

C we confess to You, and to one another, and to the whole company of saints in heaven and on 

earth, that we have sinned by our own fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done, and by what we have left undone. 

  

P We have not loved You with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

C Have mercy and forgive us, Lord. 

  



 

 

P We have taken for granted Your grace and mercy and lived as though You did not matter and 

we mattered most of all. 

C Have mercy and forgive us, Lord. 

  

P We confess to You, O Lord, that we have done the evil Your Word prohibits and have not 

done the good You command. 

C Have mercy and forgive us, Lord. 

  

P We confess that we have hidden our sin from You and from one another and have not 

confessed honestly before You or to those whom we have hurt. 

C We are truly sorry for the sins we have committed in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done that is wrong and by our failure to do what is right. Have mercy and forgive us, 

Lord. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

P He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE                     “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P Let us pray. 

 O almighty God, You have promised grace sufficient for us to hear the call of the Holy Spirit, 

believe in Him who You have sent to be our Savior, and walk in the way of salvation. Give 

courage and strength to Your people that we may deny ourselves and follow Christ in the way 

of the cross; through Him who died that we might live and who now lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                            Deuteronomy 30:15 – 20              
    [pew Bible page 172] 

 
“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the commandments of the Lord 

your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping 

his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God 

will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. But if your heart turns away, and 

you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, I declare to you today, that 

you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and 

possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, 

blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the Lord your God, 

obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the 

land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”  

 
R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                               Philemon 1:1 – 25 
[pew Bible page 1000] 

 
Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow worker and 

Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God always when I remember you in my 

prayers, because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the 

saints, and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good 

thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my 

brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. Accordingly, though I am bold 

enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, 

Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose 

father I became in my imprisonment. (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you 

and to me.) I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. I would have been glad to keep him 

with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, but I 



 

 

preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but 

of your own accord. For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him 

back forever, no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother—especially to 

me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. So if you consider me your partner, 

receive him as you would receive me. If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to 

my account. I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even 

your own self. Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 

Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. At the same 

time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to 

you. Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, 

Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  

 
R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                             Luke 14:25 – 35 

[pew Bible page 874] 
 

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me and does 

not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own 

life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my 

disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether 

he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 

see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going 

out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten 

thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a 

great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who does not 

renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 

saltiness be restored? It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has 

ears to hear, let him hear.”  
 

R This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
NICENE CREED 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 



 

 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY               Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

 

 

 
 
 

Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932–2024 

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000416 



 

 

MESSAGE 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  

 

God, whose giving knows no ending, 

From your rich and endless store: 

Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 

Costly cross, grave's shattered door, 

Gifted by you, we turn to you, 

Off'ring up ourselves in praise; 

Thankful song shall rise forever, 

Gracious donor of our days. 

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 
Gain through pow'rs your grace conferred; 

Ours to use for home and kindred, 
And to spread the Gospel Word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, 
As we heed Christ's ageless call, 

Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 
Serving you by loving all. 

 
Text: Robert L. Edwards, b.1915, © 1961, renewed 1989, The Hymn Society. Administered by Hope Publishing Co. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706450 

TUNE:  BEACH SPRING (PD) 

 

 
PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P …Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer 

 

P  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 



 

 

For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Communion Statement 

I believe that in Holy Communion, our Lord graciously shares His Body and Blood with us through bread 

and wine.  He does this in order to forgive our sins, assure us of our salvation, strengthen us for Christian 

living, and unite us more closely as members of His family, the Church.  Repenting of my sins, believing 

in the presence of Christ in this Sacrament, and rededicating my life to live according to His will, I 

announce my desire to receive Holy Communion. 

 

 

Those who would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament may come to the table.   
Folding your arms across your chest will signify you wish to receive a blessing. 

 
 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and proper that we sing forth Your praise and acknowledge Your 

goodness in creating all things and still sustaining them, in sending forth Your Son to be our 

Savior and Lord, and in manifesting to us the fruits of His redeeming work in the means of 

grace. With the angels and archangels who serve You in Your presence, with the saints and 

all the faithful who now rest in Your presence, and with all those who await Christ’s appearing 

on earth, we join our voices in their endless song of praise, evermore singing: 

 
SANCTUS                               

 

 
 

(continued on next page) 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
PEACE 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI                                     
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 
 
 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

                                                  “Our God” with “How Firm a Foundation”                arr. Victor Labenske 
Norman Back, violin; Kris Back, piano 

 

Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
 

 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
P Let us pray. 

 O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your commandments. We 

implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being 

ever mindful of Your mercies and Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will and daily 

increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to live a godly 

life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His 

steps until we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in heaven; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen.  

 
 
BENEDICTION    
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

CLOSING HYMN                               Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE                                              Cwm Rhondda                                             John A. Behnke                                            
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