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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
PRELUDE                                  Comfort, Comfort Now My People                       Kenneth T. Kosche 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN                       Sing Praise to the God of Israel 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000416 
Tune: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                     

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 

 

P Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Make His paths straight. 

 



 

 

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 

C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH ~ Hope for Those Who Are Weary 

Christ, Be Our Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Bernadette Farrell 
Tune: Bernadette Farrell 

Text: © 1993 Bernadette Farrell Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. Used by permission: OneLicense.net no. #A-706450 
Tune: © 1993 Bernadette Farrell Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. Used by permission: OneLicense.net no. #A-706450 

 

RESPONSIVE LITANY 

L  The Light shines in the darkness, 

C  but the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

L  During Advent our weary souls seek God’s daily strength. 

C  The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 

 

L  We grow weary when fear overshadows faith. 

C  The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 

 



 

 

L  We grow weary when destructive actions erupt in the world around us. 

C  The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 

 

L  For all of us feeling weary this Advent season: 

C  Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the 

grace of Christ as we speak. 
 

L  Today we light two candles. The first candle illuminates patience in the areas of our lives 

where God has called us to wait. The second candle extends the promise of strength to all 

who feel weary and weak in the shadows of this world. As we continue our Advent journey, 

may our hope be kindled as the light grows brighter. 
 

Congregation: 

 

 

 
 

Text: Bernadette Farrell 

Tune: Bernadette Farrell 
Text: © 1993 Bernadette Farrell Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. Used by permission: OneLicense.net no. #A-706450 
Tune: © 1993 Bernadette Farrell Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. Used by permission: OneLicense.net no. #A-706450 

 

 

L  God of mercy and compassion, scripture says that if we draw near to you, you will draw near 

to us. In a shadowy world where human weakness and weariness reside, we ask for you to 

draw near and dispel the darkness around us. May the light of this season illuminate our 

hope, strength, and steadfast endurance as we await the coming Savior. We pray this in the 

name of Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                    Colossians 1:13–14 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 



 

 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 

our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 
KYRIE                           

P Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
 
Congregation: 

 
 

Text: Traditional 
Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–94 

Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1978, 1980, 1981 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000416 

 

P For peace in our hearts, for peace in the church, and for peace in the world, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

 

P For mercy to forgive all our sins, for mercy to forgive the sins of one another, and for mercy 

for all those in need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

 

P For grace to rule our unruly wills, for grace to prepare to receive the Lord in His Word and 

Supper, and for grace to be found faithful when He comes at the end of all time, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

 



 

 

P For hope to preserve us from despair, for hope to bear cheerful witness to Christ before the 

world, and for hope to sustain us in the hour of trial, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 O merciful Lord, grant to us the wisdom of Your Spirit and the blessing of faithful voices, 

that they may call us to prepare for the coming One and so that all who have heard Your 

Word and have been baptized into Christ may be preserved from evil, be counted worthy in 

Christ to be delivered into Your eternal kingdom, and be kept to the day of His coming at the 

end of all things; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and to the end of the ages. 

C Amen. 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                             Isaiah 11:1 – 10             

       [pew Bible page 575] 
 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And 

the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel 

and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the 

Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike 

the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness 

shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 

the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 

weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of 

Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place 

shall be glorious.  

 
R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

ANTHEM                                                       Savior Child                                     Eugénie R. Rocherolle 
3rd – 5th Grade 

Say, brother, where you goin’? Where you goin’ with a look of joy?  
Why, friend now haven’t you heard, I’m agoin’ to see the Little Savior Boy.  

Say, brother, what you carryin’? What you carryin’ in your hand?  
Why, friend, now can’t you see, I’m a bringin’ gifts to give the Little Man. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Say, brother, how you knowin’, How you knowin’ just where you are?  

Why, friend, I got the word: All I have to do is follow yonder star.  
Say, brother, what will happen, What will happen if I come along?  

Why, friend, I think you’ll see All your days and nights will be a happy song. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Then, brother, I’m agoin’, I don’t care if it takes a while;  
Sure, friend, you come along, We will look upon the Little Savior Child.  

Yes, Lord, we’re all acoming’, We’ll be there in a little while;  
Oh, sing a happy song; We will look upon the Little Savior Child.  

Alleluia, alleluia 
Yes, Lord, we’re all acomin’, We’ll be there in a little while;  

Oh, sing a happy son We are goin’ to look upon the Savior Child! 
 

Savior Child Eugénie R. Rocherolle 

Copyright © 2002 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706450 

 
 
 
EPISTLE                                                                                                                Romans 15:4 – 13  

[pew Bible page 949] 
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 

through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and 

encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome 

one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ became a servant 

to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 

and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you 

among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” May 

the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you 

may abound in hope.  

 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 



 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                           Matthew 3:1 – 12 
[pew Bible page 808] 

 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of 

one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” Now John wore a 

garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then 

Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized 

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 

as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the 

axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff 

he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
 

R This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 



 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                      On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
MESSAGE 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 
 

(continued on next page) 



 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P …let us pray to the Lord,  

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

 

P  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

Our Communion Statement 

I believe that in Holy Communion, our Lord graciously shares His Body and Blood with us through bread 

and wine.  He does this in order to forgive our sins, assure us of our salvation, strengthen us for Christian 

living, and unite us more closely as members of His family, the Church.  Repenting of my sins, believing 

in the presence of Christ in this Sacrament, and rededicating my life to live according to His will, I 

announce my desire to receive Holy Communion. 

 

 

Those who would like to receive a blessing rather than the Sacrament may come to the table.   
Folding your arms across your chest will signify you wish to receive a blessing. 

 



 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way 

John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape 

from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS                                       Sing We Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: James Pierce Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text: © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000416 

Tune: Public domain 

                                     
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
PEACE 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 



 

 

AGNUS DEI                               Lamb of God, You Show Us Mercy 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Text: James Pierce Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text: © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000416 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

                                                                 O Come, All Ye Faithful                                          John F. Wade 
                                                          Norm Back, violin; Kris Back, piano                           arr. Cindy Berry 

 
 

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
 

 

 

 
 

(continued on next page) 



 

 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 

 

 
(continued on next page) 

 



 

 

 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 Copyright © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Tune: SUO GAN Welsh melody arr. by Nicholas Palmer B. 1963 Copyright © 2008 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706450 

 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
P Let us pray. 

 Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing 

these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and 

enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. 

Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the 

day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
 
BENEDICTION    
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CLOSING HYMN                           What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000416 
Tune: Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

P  Go in peace, protected by the light of Christ. 

C  Thanks be to God 

 
POSTLUDE                              On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry                            David Cherwien                                         
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