Welcome to the Catholic Parish of Stamford

Saint Mary and Saint Augustine

The Presbytery, 13 Broad Street, Stamford, Lincolnshire PE9 1PG Tel: (01780) 762010

Parish Website: www.catholicstamford.com

Parish Priest: Canon Peter Vellacott (Email: priest.catholicstamford@dioceseofnottingham.uk)

Deacon: Reverend Charles West-Sadler (retired)

Parish Secretary: Carrie Ann Gates (Email: of fice.catholicstamford@dioceseofnottingham.uk)

Parish Safeguarding Rep: Carrie Ann Gates (Email: carrieann.gatespsr@dioceseofnottingham.uk)

Parish Director of Music: Ruth Proctor (Mobile: 07826 017487 / Email: ruthproctor73@gmail.com)

Hall Bookings: Parish Office (Tel: 01780 762010 / Email: office.catholicstamford@dioceseofnottingham.uk)
Parish Primary School: Saint Augustine's Catholic Voluntary Academy, Stamford (Tel: 01780 762094)

Part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Nottingham Diocesan Website: www.dioceseofnottingham.uk
Nottingham Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Company Number: 7151646 Charity Number: 1134449

The Parish Office is open Mondays 10:30am — 3:30pm / Fridays 10:30am — 3:30pm

6th / 7t September 2025: Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year

Psalm Response: O Lord, you have been our refuge, from generation to generation

Reflection

Like a king making ready for battle or a contractor about to build a tower, we have
to count the cost as we set out to follow Jesus. Our Lord this weekend is telling us
up front the sacrifice it will take. His words aren’t addressed to His chosen few, the
Twelve, but rather to the “great crowds” —to anyone, to whoever wishes to be His
disciple.

That only makes His call all the more stark and uncompromising. We are to “hate”
our old lives, to renounce all the earthly things we rely upon, to choose Him above
every person and possession. Again, He tells us that the things we have —even our
tamily ties and obligations —can become an excuse, an obstacle that keeps us from
giving ourselves completely to Him.

Jesus brings us the saving wisdom we are promised in the First Reading. He is that
saving Wisdom. Weighed down by many earthly concerns, the burdens of our body
and its needs, we could never see beyond the things of this world; we could never
detect God’s heavenly design and intention. So, in His mercy He sent us His Spirit,
His Wisdom from on high, to make straight our path to Him.

Jesus Himself paid the price to free us from the sentence imposed on Adam, which
we recall in this weekend’s Psalm (cf. Genesis 2:7; 2:19). No more will the work of
our hands be an affliction; no more are we destined to turn back to dust. Like
Onesimus in the Epistle, we have been redeemed. We have been given a new family
and a new inheritance, made children of the Father, brothers and sisters in the Lord.

We are free now to come after Him, to serve Him —no longer slaves to the ties of our
past lives. In Christ, all our yesterdays have passed. We live in what the Psalm
beautifully describes as the dawn, ready to be filled with His kindness. For He has
given us wisdom of heart and taught us to number our days aright.
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SVP Raffle Tlcke'l's Those who are still o retyrn SVP stubs and money for the
Raffle, please mg fs ou do so by this weeken{ at the latest as they need to be
re‘rurned to Head O fu y IOTh September. Thank you.

Foodbank In par"rlcular' need a resem‘ are: packets of rice; jars of instant coffee;
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Young Adul'l' Mass: In Sep Tember' Youn Adults acr'oss the diocese are invited to
sTar'T 'r e hew ac mlc ear a one of o ass]gi on: |
inco

o Thursday pfember at Sam‘r u rys church, Lincoln
« Thurs ay Th e ptember at allﬂ‘rcj CH‘\S church, Derby
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more info conTacT harles.arc er' dloceseo noT’rmgham uk

Makln? nei hbour'hoocf impact: The next Mnﬁ:on Lab’ from Caru]:r]gs and dul‘r
Formation shoWcases a kalei oscope 0 i\erwc ar'lshes can offer the local
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Heritage O?en Days Feshval The Mary Potter Heritage Centre is dehghfed to
take par‘T in This year‘ S er'l’r pen Days Festival. Visitthe Centre at 32 Regent
S'rreef Nottingham NG1 on Sa'rur' ay 13th September, from 12:00 noon to

:00p.m. It's a wonderfu o por‘runn‘ to learn, discover and explore the life and
mission of Venerable Mar¥ otter and The Little Company of Mary Sisters through
interactive screens, quotations, and artefacts.

Pllgrlm Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima and relics of Saints J'acm'ra
r‘anCIsco SamT Bar'nabas Ca‘rhedml Nottingham will host the Pilg r'lm Vir
S‘ra‘rue of Our La g a’rlma and relics of Sam‘rsgél
12th and Monday 13th October, in commemoration of the Centenary of the Five Flr'sT
SaTur'da s devo lon The Visitation will include a procession and en hr'onemen‘r of the
Fatima statue, followed by Mass: opportunities to venerate the saints relics; pr'ayma
the Rosary for world peace; and talks and videos about the Fatima messages.
table with devotional materials will be available, and attendees can enrol in The Brown
Scapular devotion, For further details visit! worldfatima-englandwales.org.uk or
email: member'shlp@waf ew.org.uk

Celebration for the National Jubilee Pil r'lma e of Hope: Pilgrims on the
National Jubilee Pilgrimage of Hope will soon sef out f r'orp across The coum‘ry Towards
our diocese, convergmga Nottingham Ca’rhedral Severa o our parishes are offerin
hos itality al ong the way. Left's glve the pilgrims a warm welcome at their journeys' en
aTur' ay 13th September:
n] onwar s: Pilgrims arrive. The Cathedral will be welcoming the public for one
f |’rs p anne Her'l’ra e Open Days, with CAFOD's Jubilee Icon on display.
(3),0 iving erur'gy for' the Pilgrimage, to which all are welcome.
.30

acinta and Francusco on Sun

pm ass agusua
p.m Ceilidh to welcome the PII?PImCl e of Hope. All are war'mAX invited fo a
elebr‘a‘non Ceilidh in Cathedral Hall To welcome the Jubilee pilgrims. Mancunian Irish
olk trio_Ride On' provide the music. Tickets, including a ploughmans supper, are £10
and availgble from the Cathedral Office’ (cash or banK transfer only): email
cathedral@dioceseofnottingham.uk and notify any dietary requirements.
The pilgrimage culminates on Sunday 14th’ September with Solemn Mass in the
CaThedr'al at 11.15a.m for the Feast of The ExalTaTnon of The Holy Cross.

urther details of all the Jubilee pilgrimage  activities visit
h’r‘rps /bit.ly/pilgrimage-welcome.

Diocesan Jubilee of Altar Servers: All Ah‘ar' Servers are invited to the D:ocesan
Jubllee of Altar Ser'ver's with Mass celebrated by Bisho a‘rr'lck in our' Ca‘rhedr'a |7
o‘r’rmgham (Derby Road, NG1 5AE on SaTur‘da 27‘rh eptemb er‘ r'mg your alb
cassock and cotta, and arrive for 10:30a.m. onwar' s, r ass at 11:30a.m. Bring a
packed lunch too and enjoy a p|cn|c in the Cathedral Hall and gardens. All are welcotne.

Jubilee of Catechists Day: To celebrate the amazmg work of the wonderful
CaTechls‘rs who do_so much m our diocese, we will be having a Jubilee of Catechists
The day will include the celebration of Mass and a confer'ence to help them m
Thelr' mmls‘rr'y There will be two keyno‘re tal s fr‘om r M k Nash, Director for' the
glenc or' vcm ellsa’non nd Catechesis, with worksh 5|:>s cm time to mmgle he da
w Ibe held ur'daes 11 Oc‘rober at Sam‘r Jose h' Chur'ch Lelcesfer E
r'om OOOam UHTII .m and will cost £10; p ease bring a packed lunc Mor'e
informatio @ can be found at h’rfps //bn‘ ly/CatechistJubilee or email
formation@dioceseofnottingham.uk

Vacancies: The Diocese is looking to appoint a University Catholic Lay Chaplain to
provide pastoral, social and non-sdcramental spiritual care for the Catholic students
and staff at The University of Lincoln and BG University, and for awider chaplaincy 1o
all sTudem“s an s‘raff as part of the service to both institutions. The post holder will
work a flexible 21-hour week, usually Sundays Tuesda s, and other days for evenTs
For further mfor'mahon please s Wégw loceseofnoﬂm ham.uk/careers.

deadline for a&p |ca’r|ons sent to offlce dloceseofno‘mngham uk, i1s Monday 8 ’rh

September aT
P IOCCSQ is seeking to recruit a Business Administration Assistant -
IT and GDPR ’ro support the worK of the IT and GDPR Department su?porhn sTaff
in the curia and parishes of the Diocese. The de par‘Tmen’r comprises starf
ocus on delivering solutions using 365 Microsoft EcosYs‘rem Apps and ensuring 'rhe
ighest standards of compliance dnd cybersecurity. Application orms are avculable a‘r
www dioceseofnottingham.uk/careers and should be sent by 9:00a.m., Monday 15
September, to Chrisfa Wardle off|ce@dloceseofno‘r‘rmgham uk
e Diocese IS see m to recruit an Adult”Formation Officer, based at
Sam‘r Thomas More pams 13 on, to coor dinate and support opportunifies in the
parishes for the faith for'ma ion of adults ‘rhr‘ou h the 'sacramental preparation
programmes and other avenues. The role is for 10 hour's per week, and more details
are” at www.careers/adult-formation-of |cer' AB plication forms' are available at
www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/careers and should be sent by 9:00a.m. on Friday 10th
October to Christa Wardle office@dioceseofnottingham.uk
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Mass Schedule and Intentions

Weekend 6™ September / 7™ September
Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year

5:00p.m. - 5:40p.m. Sacrament of Confession
6:00p.m. Vigil Mass Sheila Flattery (RIP)
9:00a.m. Mass Christopher Connell (RIP)
11:00a.m. Mass Pro Populo

Monday 8™ September (Nativity of Our Lady)

No Mass in the Parish

Tuesday 9™ September (Feria)

10:00a.m. Mass Holy Souls

Wednesday 10™ September (Feria)

No Mass in the Parish

Thursday 11" September (Feria)

No Mass in the Parish

Friday 12™ September (Most Holy Name of Mary)

9:00a.m. Exposition
10:00a.m. Service of Word and Communion

Weekend 13™ September / 14™ September

5:00p.m. - 5:40p.m. Sacrament of Confession

Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross 6:00p.m. Vigil Mass Special Intention
9:00a.m. Mass Pro Populo
11:00a.m. John Mackenzie (RIP)
Readings for this Sunday and next Sunda

This week Next week
Celebration Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year  Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross
Cycle & Psalter Year C, Week 3 Year C, Week 4
First Reading Wisdom 9:13-18 Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm Psalm 90 Psalm 78
Second Reading Philemon 9-10, 12-17 Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel Luke 14:25-33 John 3:13-17
Preface Il of the Sundays in Ordinary Time The Victory of the Glorious Cross

Eucharistic Prayer Il Priest’s Choice

Cycle of Prayer during the Autumn Season of Ordinary Time

During the Autumn Season of Ordinary Time, we are asked to pray for the following intentions in
our own private prayer: Students and Teachers; The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest; The Fruits
of Human Work and the Reverent Use of Creation; Justice and Peace in the World; All Victims of
War; Young People; Prisoners and their Families.

Thank you for your generosi

Standing Orders: £685 Weekly Offertory Collection Basket: £545.53
| am very grateful to all who continue to contribute to the Church by whatever means. Thank you.

The deadline for submissions to the weekly newsletter is 5.00p.m. on Thursdays. Thank you in advance.




