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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  (A) - August 1-2, 2026

Build with the Mercy 
of the Father

This summer has been overflowing with fun and faith-filled activities at Our Lady of the Black Hills—from
Vacation Bible School in June to the pool party last Saturday evening—with potluck picnics and a movie night
scattered in between. Our staff and many volunteers deserve a huge “thank you” for their efforts—they definitely
didn’t take the summer off! And don’t forget, Hoses and Hallelujahs sponsored by the Piedmont Valley
Ministerial Association is this Sunday evening starting at 5PM in the Piedmont Park. What could be a better
combination than praise and worship, food and fellowship, and a fire truck!

One of the most enjoyable summer activities for me has been presenting a Story and a Saint on Wednesday
mornings. I chose to share the life of St. Francis of Assisi with the children because Pope Leo declared this year
to be a Jubilee Year to commemorate the 800  anniversary of his death. Quite by coincidence, Joni and I were
in Assisi in March, so I could illustrate his story with pictures of frescoes from the Basilica of St. Francis. There
are so many stories and legends about this great saint that I spread his life and faith journey over three
Wednesdays.

th

One of the strong connections that OLBH has with St. Francis is the crucifix in our sanctuary. Some say that the
crucifix is unusual and nontraditional, but in fact, it is modeled after the 900-year-old crucifix in the ancient
church of San Damiano that inspired St. Francis to leave his earthly possessions and pursuits behind. When I
showed a picture of the original San Damiano crucifix to the children, they immediately recognized the
connection by the crucifix’s unique shape and its corpus surrounded by images of saints, all painted in an icon
style.

While St. Francis was praying in the crumbling church of San Damiano, he heard Christ on the crucifix speak to
him, “Francis, repair my church.” He was always a man of action, so Francis immediately set about restoring the
rundown chapel. Acting in his impetuous way, he took fabric from his wealthy father’s warehouse and sold it to
get money for the repairs—an act of theft in his father’s eyes—an act that separated Francis from his earthly
father and his plans, but united him to his heavenly father and his true intentions for Francis’ life.

Of course, the church that Christ was calling St. Francis to rebuild was the Church with a capital C—a Church
decaying from scandal and greed on the inside while heresies flourished on the outside. When he realized the
true mission of his calling, Francis went around preaching about returning to faith in God and obedience to
Church teachings. He was a great preacher—even able to hold a flock of birds spellbound with his words
according to legend. However, he believed that actions speak louder than words, as indicated by a quote
attributed to him: “It is useless to walk anywhere to preach, unless you preach everywhere you walk—and if
necessary, use words.”

As much as our crucifix connects OLBH to St. Francis, it is this call to preach with actions—actions reflecting
the love and mercy of God—that unites our parish to his mission to rebuild and restore the church in our
families and communities. In this Jubilee Year of St. Francis, I encourage you to follow in his footsteps by
practicing what we preach: “Build with the Mercy of the Father.”

Keep the Faith! Deacon John



WELCOME TO OLBH!
Mass
Saturday 5 PM
Sunday 8 & 11 AM
Tues.-Fri. 8 AM

Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday 8:30-7:30 PM

Reconciliation
Wednesday 5:30-6:30 PM
Saturday 3:30-4:30 PM

First Friday Devotion 
Follows 8 AM Mass

First Saturday Devotion
7:30 AM Reconciliation
8 AM Mass
8:30-9:30 AM Adoration

CLERGY
Pastor Andrzej Wyrostek
awyrostek@diorc.org
Deacon Walt Wilson,
retired
Deacon John Osnes
Deacon Greg Sass
Deacon Phillip Thompson

STAFF
Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek,
Music & Liturgy Director
Lorinda Collings,
Bookeeper
Angela Howard, Grade 7-
Adult Faith Formation &
Evangelization
Coordinator
Courtney Maurer,
Children’s Ministry
Coordinator
Tony Palli, Maintenance
Chloe Allen,
Housekeeping
Katie Harwood,
Administrator and SEC

New or Visiting?
We look forward to meeting you. To register in the parish, we invite
you to stop by the office or visit olbh.org. Please pick up a welcome
packet from the counter on the back wall of the gathering space. Join
us again and visit often! 



Upcoming at OLBH



Pope’s Intention for August: For
evangelization in the city. Let us pray that
in large cities often marked by anonymity
and loneliness we find new ways to
proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative
paths to build community.

Monday, 8/3
7:30 AM Early Bird Bible Study
7 PM Women’s Cursillo in the Library

Tuesday, 8/4
SAINT JOHN VIANNEY, PRIEST
8 AM Mass for the repose of Ben Schatz
6 PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting

Wednesday, 8/5
The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary
Major 
8 AM Mass for the friends and benefactors of
the Immaculate Heart Hermitage
8:30 AM Coffee & Desserts
8:30-7:30 PM Adoration
10 AM A Story & A Saint with Fr. Andrzej
5:30-6:30 PM Confession

Thursday, 8/6
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
8 AM Mass for the repose of Deacon Joe Witte
9 AM “Just” Men Bible Study and Witness
7 PM Knights of Columbus Meeting

Friday, 8/7
Saints Sixtus, II, Pope and Companions,
Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, Priest
8 AM Mass for the repose of Earl and Bertha
Witte
First Friday Devotion

Saturday, 8/8
SAINT DOMINIC, PRIEST
7 AM Men’s Cursillo
3:30-4:30 PM Confessions
5 PM Mass for Diocesan Masses for Life

Sunday, 8/9
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
8 AM Mass for the communities of OLBH and
our sister parishes of Bullhead, Kenel, and
McLaughlin
11 AM Mass for the wellbeing of Ryan and
Elizabeth Tate

The Rosary is prayed at 7:30 AM, prior to daily Mass
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

July 25-26

OLBH is a stewardship parish. We ask that you
give us your time, talents, and treasure to
support our wonderful parish. In return, we will
utilize your gifts and talents to provide the
resources, facilities, and events to aid you in
your faith journey. 

Please prayerfully consider automatic donations
at olbh.org/donate.

UPCOMING MINISTRY SCHEDULE
8/8 5 PM Mass with Fr. Andrzej
Altar Servers: Meaghan Allen (lead) Eloise Harwood
Lector: Steve Colgan (1 ) Sue Colgan (2 ) st nd

Hospitality: Bernie and John Usera
Sacristan: Joe and Linda Schacher
Eucharistic Minister Body: Deacon John Osnes

8/9 8 AM Mass with Fr. Andrzej
Altar Servers: Sean O’Connor (lead) Winter and RJ
Lector: Brenda Flottmeyer (1 ) Marty Quinn (2 ) st nd

Hospitality: Gary and Sandy Langfeldt
Sacristan: Bob Weaver
Eucharistic Minister Body: Deacon John Osnes

8/9 11 AM Mass with Fr. Andrzej
Altar Servers: Alex Acebo (lead) James Wynn
Lectors: Joni Osnes (1 ) Sheila Keeler (2 )st nd

Hospitality: NOT FILLED
Sacristan: Stacy Tate
Eucharistic Minister Body: Deacon John Osnes

Pss II

Schedule & Finance



PRAYER CHAIN To add an intention
to the private OLBH prayer chain,
text Shanesa Rhodes at 605-786-
4240. 
MASS INTENTIONS To request a
Mass Intention fill out the envelope
on the back counter of the Narthex
or call the office at 605-787-5168.
PRAYER BLANKET MINISTRY To
obtain a prayer blanket, contact the
office at 605-787-5168.
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION If you
or a family member are sick and
would like Communion from a priest
or lay extraordinary minister of the
Eucharist, please call the office.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK If you or a
family member has been diagnosed
with an illness, are preparing for
surgery, or in the case of serious
illness, call the office to request the
sacrament at 605-787-5168.

PRAYER MINISTRIES 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Find the weekly readings and
more at USCCB.org.
Sun: Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18; Rom
8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21
Mon: Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79,
80, 95, 102; Mt 14:22-36
Tues: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps
102:16-23, 29; Mt 14:22-36
Wed: Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10-12ab, 13;
Mt 15:21-28
Thur: Dan 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-
6, 9; 2 Pet 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9
Fri: Nahum 2:1, 3 and 3:1-3, 6-7;
Deut 32:35cd-36ab, 39a-d, 41; Mt
16:24-28
Sat:  Hab 1:12-2:4; Ps 9:8-13; Mt
17:14-20

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is committed to creating and maintaining the safest possible environment for our
children and young people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact Victim Assistance
Coordinator Irene Lee. To ensure confidentiality in our outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at
605.209.3418 (cell). Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. In accordance
with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children, young people, and vulnerable adults by
priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The diocesan
sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

OLBH NECROLOGY 
To remember in prayer for the repose of their souls, those
whose deaths are recorded in this parish; and for the clergy
that have served in the Diocese of Rapid City, we pray for: 
Aug 3: Lydis Hephner (1973); Henry Joseph Maicki Jr (2020)
Aug 4: Bernadette Ricard (2010)
Aug 5: Msgr. Francis P. Monighan (1967); Coby Tyler Eich
(1992); Robert Paul Besse (2010)
Aug 6: Albert L. Lenerville (2020)
Aug 7: Msgr. Francis X. Haeusler (1943); Ryan Flynn (1994)
Aug 8: Rev. John P. Cowley (1980)
Aug 9: Mary Lee Hathaway (2016)

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE ILL &
HOMEBOUND call to add a name.
These individuals are in special need of
our prayers. We pray for Fr. Andrzej
Wyrostek, Thomas Eimers (father of Kim
Harming), Lynn Gerving, Omel Weaver,
Arlene Holzer, Linda Schacher, Joyce de
Paulo, Charlene Mizenko, Kevin Michael,
Ann Langlois, Adrianne Ghio, John
Mizenko, Crescenia Yanez, Mary-Elizabeth
Crane (sister of Sheila Keeler), Kathleen
Leutenegger, David Trautman Sr., John
Gerving, Mary Ann Pulaski, Coleen Short,
Ryan Wilson, Mary Antonsen, Joyce
Kinney, Gary Sexton, Kathleen Espinosa,
Mel Flottmeyer, Derrick Siemieniak, Grant
Albrecht, Nicole Devlin, Carol Waliser,
Ryan Lenyk, Eric Sour, Jerry Werdel, Cathy
Long, Karen Lau, Kim Wynn, Janet
Murphy, Brett Whealy, Alma Gamroth
FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED
We pray for the repose of the recently
deceased. Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
them. Holly Gunderson

Prayer

http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/


Diocesan EventsLearning & Action



Black Elk Anniversary Mass
Monday, 8/17, 10:30 a.m., at Holy Rosary Church in  Pine
Ridge. We will pray for the canonization of Servant of God
Nicholas Black Elk with Celebrant Bishop Scott Bullock. Picnic
to follow. 

Diocesan Events



Stub’s Custom WeldingStub’s Custom WeldingStub’s Custom Welding

605-342-5995
Maggie Whiteside
Independent Beauty Consultant
Enriching Women’s Lives
Advanced Product Consultant
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Thank you sponsors! 
Please let  ouradvert isersknowyoufoundtheirbusinessthrough OLBH.

Denotes OLBH Parishioners.  Call  the off ice to place your ad,  605-787-5168.

Contact 
Justin Carlin 

605-484-2151

Terra Sanc a
Retreat Center

Lodging | Catering 
Meeting Space
 605-716-0925
terrasancta.org

Black Hills Laundry & Dry Cleaning
Laundry World | French Cleaners

605-342-6440

AMFAM.COM

EDWARD HEISINGER, AGENT
E. HEISINGER AGENCY, INC.

 

1940 Junction Ave. Sturgis, SD 57785.
Bus: (605) 347-5050 | eheisinger@amfam.com
edwardheisingeragency.com 
Access Anytime: 1-800-MYAMFAM (800-692-6326)

27193C N9-22

605-348-6086

Our Lady of the Black Hills
Conference

Foothills Helpline 605-389-6739

“Trust in the Lord” 
but tie up your horse.

 

M
el &

 Brenda Flottm
eyer

2
1656 Piedm

ont M
eadow

s Rd
Piedm

ont, SD
 57769

605-391-4
14

1
lucky98ranch@centurylink.net

Open M-F 10-5 & Sat 10-4

225 Main Street Ste 200

Rapid City, SD 57701

(605) 348-5228 

Tom CollingsTom CollingsTom Collings SCWSCWSCW
Welding | Steel & Aluminum Fabrication | Tilt & Dump Trailers

605-209-7312
stubscustomwelding@gmail.com

920 Plumbers Drive
Rapid City, SD 57701

701-388-8328
www.marykay.com/maggiemork

605-343-4808 | kirkfuneralhome.com
Nic Polly, Ken & Nancy Kirk, Gary Walters, 

Tim Boomsma, Karla Dilka, 
Chris Moser,  &David Greff

Play based, in-home daycare where children can
thrive through fun, exploration and creativity!

Amber Kraft
320-533-1711 

3717 W Main St Rapid City 57702

Apples are good for the body...
Caramel is good for the Soul!

shopcaramelcreations.com

Caramel CreationsCaramel CreationsCaramel Creations
Lori Moore

Rushmore Mall
605-791-4433
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