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5™ SUNDAY OF LENT

Jesus told her, “l am the resurrection and the life;
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.”
-Jn 11:25

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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From the desk of Fr. Cyril Offiong, SDV

DEATH IS NOT THE END
“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die (John 11:25-26).
Dear brothers and sisters,

With prayer, fasting and almsgiving, we began this journey of repentance, self-restraint, and renewal of our
hearts and minds. The Gospel of the last two Sundays have been preparing us for encounter with Christ our
Lord at Easter. On the Third Sunday of Lent our Lord Jesus promised living water to the Samaritan woman and
on the Fourth Sunday of Lent He, the Light of the world, gave sight to the man born blind. The Gospel of this
Fifth Sunday of Lent is the resurrection of Lazarus from the death.

On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, the Church turns our focus from repentance and renewal to the suffering and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘by whose wounds we have been healed’ (Isaiah 53:5). The raising of Lazarus
from the dead points to our Lord’s own resurrection from the dead and His promise that those who put their
trust in Him, believe in Him, and walk in His ways, will not see death. Our Lord’s promise is not simply about
this earthly life. We all will die in the flesh. But, through the grace of Baptism, we were buried with Christ and
have been called to walk in the light of Christ, be active in our faith and put our trust in God. Through our faith,
our Lord Jesus will raise us onto eternal life.

Whenever | celebrate Funeral Masses, especially, with the body of the deceased Christian present in the
Church, | am always reminded of this promise of our Lord that physical death is not the end. The first
preface of the Mass for the dead presents this truth in a powerful way. It says, “in him the hope of blessed
resurrection has dawned, that those saddened by the certainty of dying might be consoled by the promise of
immortality to come. Indeed, for your faithful, Lord, life is changed not ended, and, when this earthly dwelling
turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven.” This is our faith; this is the faith of

the Church.

In moments of grief and loss, we think only of the loved one who has gone from us. Martha echoes this
sentiment in the Gospel, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brothers would not have died’ (John 11:21).
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus were sibling friends of our Lord. They knew of His power and mission. But, in their
pain, they did not consider the greatness of God to bring something good out of their sorrow. We too feel this
effect of grief. Our dear Lord Jesus assures us that death does not have the last word. He says that ‘whoever
lives and believes in me will never die’ (John 11:26). He raised Lazarus back to this earthly life to assure us of
this truth. If we believe in the Lord, our earthly life of suffering and pain will not be the end. God our loving
Father will gather His faithful and believing children one day in heaven. As human beings, we will miss and
morn our loved ones. But Saint Paul reminds us not to ‘grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-14). Let us console one another with these words. As Christians, we must believe and
also proclaim to others the mystery and hope of the resurrection and everlasting life.

As we approach Holy Week, we pray that our own faith may be strengthened, so that, like Martha, we can
place all our hope in Him who is the resurrection and the life! May the intercession of our Blessed Mother
strengthen our faith and hope in her Son, especially in moments of trial and difficulty!




‘Mass Intentions

Morning Prayer - begins 20 minutes before weekday Mass

Saturday  March 21
4:00pMm James DeFilippo
Happy 92" Birthday and 10" anniversary
in Heaven
Requested by his loving wife, Barbara
and family
Sunday March 22 Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:30am Arlene F. Smith
Requested by the Futey family
11:30am People of the parish family
Monday March 23 Saint Turibius
7:30am Respect for Life at all stages
Tuesday March 24 Saint Oscar Romero
7:30am Elizabeth Policastro (Birthday)
Requested by Frank and Ginny Clarke
Wednesday March 25 &8, THE FEAST OF.THE_ -
7:30aM  Richie Simeone < 2/ 7erciation
Requested by his dear friend and pal,
Sal Ciardiello
Thursday  March 26
7:30am Nunzio Russo on his birthday
Requested by his loving, daughter-in-law,
Pat Russo and family
Friday March 27
7:30am Marion Fitzgerald
Requested by dear friend, Beverly Cuozzo
Saturday  March 28
4:00pMm Debbie Grispart
Requested by husband, Gerry and family
Sunday March 29 Palm Sunday
8:30AM People of the parish family
11:30aMm The Meek family

Requested by son and brother, Gary
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Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the
life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”’ She said to
him, “Yes, Lord. | have come to believe b
that you are the Christ, the Son of God,—i 3
the one vwho is coming into
the world.” - Jn 11:25-27
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Morning Prayer begins 20 minutes before Mass on Saturday

Saturday  March 21
8:30aM  Noel Pineda
Requested by Mina Torres
Sunday March 22 Fifth Sunday of Lent
10:00am  Dominick Valenzano
Requested Deacon Joey and Beth Perlas
Saturday  March 28
8:30am Peter and Margaret Nagy
Requested by Margaret Moricz
Sunday March 29 Palm Sunday
10:00am  Grace Riccardi

Requested by her children

Ezekiel 37:12-14

Psalms 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

Romans 8:8-11

John 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

Sunday:

Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41¢-62
Psalms23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
John 8:1-11

Monday:

Numbers 21:4-9
Psalms 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21 s
John 8:21-30

Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10

Psalms 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11
Hebrews 10:4-10

Luke 1:26-38

Genesis 17:3-9
Psalms 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9
John 8:51-59

Tuesday:

L

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Jeremiah 20:10-13
Psalms 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7
John 10:31-42

Ezekiel 37:21-28
Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12abced, 13
John 11:45-56

Matthew 21:1-11 (37)

Psalms 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
Isaiah 50:4-7

Philippians 2:6-11

Matthew 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:



VOTIVE CANDLES

Votive candles burn constantly as a form of prayer and
| adoration. The candles burning this weekend are dedicated

" arSuint Anthony of P Chrch

TABERNACLE

In loving memory of my father, Joseph Contala
22 years passed

Requested by his daughter, Michele Contala

In loving memory of Elisa Gurney
Requested by her dear friends, Cheryl and Linda

In loving memory of Father Frank LaRocca on his
33" anniversary in Heaven
Requested by his loving daughter, Catherine Bensco

GOOD SHEPHERD
In loving memory of Gordon and Ann Ur,
John Patrick and Owen
Requested by their loving family

In loving memory of William and Gertrude Leahy
Requested by Karen and Kevin Barnes

CROSS OF SAN DOMIANO
In loving memory of my husband, Richie Simeone
Requested by his loving wife, Adrienne

In loving memory of Carmen, Eleanor,
and Jeffrey Pagliuca
Requested by their loving family

March 25

One “yes” can change the world

The cAnnunciation of the Lord

WHAT IS THE
ANNUNCIATION->

WHAT IS THE
ANNUNCIATION?

The Annunciation of the Lord
refers to the angel Gabriel's visit
to young Mary to tell her that she

would be the mother of Jesus.

Mary's acceptance of her
pregnancy made her the
first to believe in Jesus and,
thus, the first Christian.

VB eritcting Foierl |~

FAITH FORMATION

G.L.F.T. and Sacramental Preparation Programs

G.l.F.T. Mass Weekend
March 21 at 4:00pm
March 22 at 8:30am and 11:30am

Please sign in, fill out your prayer intention
and pick up your Mass reflection sheet.
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Level One First Penance and Level 2 Communion

Monday, March 30 session at 6:20pm

Level 2 Communion Retreat
Saturday, March 21 at 10:00am
Students and Parents

*kkkk

Level One and Level Two Confirmation
Reminder: return signed bulletins

Monday, March 23 6:30pm Session

Reminder: Students MUST attend two additional
stations of the Cross on Friday
besides the Living Stations

PONTIFICAL GOOD FRIDAY
COLLECTION
Friday, April 3, 2026

Pope Leo has asked our parish to support the Pontifical
Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the
Holy Land, where they are now less than 2% of the
population. Your support is essential to help the Church
minister in parishes, provide Catholics schools, and
offer religious education. The Pontifical Good Friday
Collection also helps to preserve the sacred shrines of
Christianity, including in Jerusalem, Nazareth, and
Bethlehem, to name only a few.

The pandemic had hit Christians in the Holy Land

particularly hard. Most of them depend on pilgrimages
for work. The war and now the Iranian conflict have
made their situation even more dire. In these times of
crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday Collection is neces-
sary to meet the basic needs of the People of God still
living in this Land and to maintain a Christian presence
where the Church was born.

When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday
Collection, you join with Catholics around the world in
solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land.
PLEASE BE GENEROUS!

For more information about Christians in the Holy Land,
visit www.myfranciscan.org or www.custodia.org
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2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
ONE IN CHRIST: Called to Love and Serve

$1.7 million of the money raised by the Bishop’s Annual
Appeal is earmarked for Catholic Charities, Diocese of
Metuchen. Last year, Catholic Charities served more
than 70,000 individuals through over 100 programs.
While the statistics are impressive, it is the love and
care that Catholic Charities offers to our neighbors in

need that is most meaningful. Catholic Charities insures
that individuals who turn to us in a crisis not only
receive the immediate help they need but also are
connected to longer-term support that aims to stabilize
families and lead to self-sufficiency. The work of
Catholic Charities is a tangible response to the Gospel
call to care for the least among us.

Sunday, March 15, 2026

In-person donations.................. $3,868.00
On-line donations..................... $1.088.00
Total. ..o $4,956.00

Thank you for your continued suppoxt of the parish.

Good Friday Fish Dmners

April 3rd, 2026, 4:30 - 6:30pm

Woodbridge Knights of Columbus Council 857
130 Main Street, Woodbridge

SIT DOWN
$20.00 Adults $8.00 Kids’ Meal
Baked or Fried Fish
Mac & Cheese - Cavitelli & Broccoli
Tossed Salad - Fries — Cole slaw — Roll & Butter
Coffee -Tea - Dessert
Kids' Meal: Fish Sticks & Fries
Soda - Wine - Beer available for purchase

TAKE OUT
$15.00 Adults, $8.00 Kids' Meal
Fried or Baked Fish
Fries - Cole Slaw - Roll & Butter
Kids' Meal: Fish Sticks & Fries

RESERVATINS ARE A MusT!

Call or text Gerry 908-239-0514
Text only to Ed 908-380-3279

Tri-Parish Easter Triduum Morning Prayer

The Liturgy of the Hours, the Divine Office, is the official public prayer of
the Catholic Church that sanctifies the day with set times of prayer.
We invite you to join our Woodbridge Tri-Parish for Solemn Morning
Prayer each day of the Easter Triduum.

Holy Thursday Good Friday Holy Saturday
April 2, 2026 April 3, 2026 April 2, 2026
9:00am 8:00am

8:30am

St. ﬂntbony ofPadua,

t. James, St. Cecelia,
369 Amboy Ave, 2136 Port Reading Ave. 25 Wilus Way,
Woodbridge, NJ Port Reading, NJ Iselin, NJ



March 22.

Thank you for your generous and beautiful Easter
basket gifts for our local community children.

If you are interested in donating a
palm arrangement to adorn the
Church. One is available for Our Lady
of Mount Carmel. The donation is $60.
Please contact the parish office.

St. Anthony of Padua’s
28th Annual

Easter Celebration Meal

On Saturday, April 4, 2026, an Easter Meal will be
available for you to pick up or have delivered to
your home.

(Deliveries to Woodbridge Township, Carteret and Perth
Amboy ONLY. All other locations are welcome to pick up the
meal at the parish center)

There is NO CHARGE for this meal!

The meal will consist of ham, potatoes, a vegetable, a
dinner roll, applesauce, kielbasa with sauerkraut, and a
small dessert. A vegetarian meal is available, upon
request.

If you would like to request a meal, a call is required by
Saturday, March 28 by noon at 732-634-1419.

EASTER CELEBRATION MEAL
Last year, thanks to the generosity of our parishioners through
donations and volunteers, we were able to provide 260 meals to
people within Woodbridge Township, Perth Amboy, and
Carteret. If you are interested in helping, please fill out
the below form and return it to the parish office, or drop
it in the collection basket during Mass by Wednesday,
March 25.

Thank you for your ongoing support and generosity.
"Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me." - Matthew 25:40

Yes, [ would like to help out in the following ways:

Drive Prepare servings
Donate kielbasa Ibs. 5 lb. canned ham
Applesauce (6 pk.) hard-boiled eggs amt

Monetary and/or supermarket gift cards are welcome

NAME:

PHONE:
BEST TIME TO CALL:

( 2026 Mass Book ﬁ\
As of March 17, here are upcoming Masses that are
available if you would like to request a Mass intention:
Friday April 17 7:30am
Sunday April 19 10:00am OLMC
Saturday April 25 8:30am OLMC
Thursday April 30 7:30am
Thursday May 7 7:30am
Friday May 8 7:30am
Monday May 11 7:30am
Tuesday May 12 7:30am
Wednesday May 13 7:30am
Friday May 15 7:30am
Contact the parish office at 732-634-1403

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did | not tell you that if you
believe you will see the glory of God?”” John 11:40

Many of us say that we believe in God. We attend
Sunday Mass and participate in parish events. But
when life gets hard and the pressure is on, when
things aren’t going our way, do we really believe?
Do we really put our trust in the Lord? When we live
a life of gratitude, recognizing all that we have been
given, we really do see that God is providing for our
needs. Living a grateful and generous life allows us
to see God’s active presence in our daily lives and
we become “partakers of the divine nature.”

March 23 Reverend Robert Pinnisi
Reverend Stanley Gromadzki
March 24 Reverend Damien Breen
Reverend James DeFillipps e y
# /_{/
March 25 Reverend Waldemar Wieladek I
Reverend Deniskingsley Nwagwu
March 26 Reverend Jose Lim
Reverend Jose Lorente
March 27 Reverend David E. Keyes
Reverend Michael Crummy
March 28 Monsignor Charles Cicerale

Monsignor Eugene Prus

March 29 All Priests



Extraordinary Ministers

Saturday, March 28

4:00pom M. Balint, A. and F. Fowler

Sunday, March 29

8:30am A. and D. Anderson, D. Scharff
11:30am B. McCauley, L. Palasits, B. Sorbanelli

Readers
Saturday, March 28
4:00pm G. Grispart
Sunday, March 29
8:30am G. and G.C. Onukwugha
11:30am M. Trebour

Altar Servers
Saturday, March 28
4:00pm B. Banko
Sunday, March 29
8:30am C. and C. Onukwugha
11:30am A. Boelhower, F. Calabrese

Pray ...

for our parishioners residing in nursing
homes and care centers, the sick and

/ homebound, especially:

Cristino E. Abasolo III, Anonymous, Nancy C. Bunavage,

John Carpenito, Lucille Carpenito, John Campion,

Justin Carpentieri, Steven DeNoyelles, Beth Dispoto,

Alyssa Dohanyos, John Dohanyos, Mark Emanuele,

Frank Fernandez, Bob Glatt, Larry Golden,

Kim Hickman, Keeba Johnson, Lynn Killmurray,

Alfred Leone, Jonathan Marcela, Heather Marrone Fabio,

Robert Joseph Meade IV, David Russell, Janet Strunak,

Millie Sutphen, Maryann Vyszwany, Matthew Woods
Pray ...
5 g for all the brave military personnel,

S\ especially the men and women in

\ uniform of our parish family who are

serving our country at home or abroad.

We also pray for their family members.

Pray for Peace!
gt G'iﬁ ) SHOPRITE GIFT CARDS ...
% ngg | for our ongoing fundraiser

Please consider helping Saint Anthony’s the next time you
shop. For each gift card purchased, our parish receives 5% of
the proceeds. Gift cards are available in a variety of
denominations and can be purchased in the parish office.

Monday, March 23
Mass 7:30aMm  Chapel
Bingo 12:00pm  Father Milos Hall

(Doors open at 10:30am)
Level 1 and Level 2 Confirmation
6:30pM  Church

Tuesday, March 24
Mass 7:30aM  Chapel
Youth Choir 4:30pM  Church
Adult Choir 6:30rMm Church
AA 7:30pm Father Milos Hall
Wednesday, March 25
Mass 7:30aMm  Church
Thursday, March 26
Mass 7:30aMm  Church
Eucharistic Adoration 8:00am  Chapel
Chaplet/Rosary 3:00pm  Chapel
Benediction 6:00pM  Chapel

8:00pm  Father Milos Hall

During Lent, Eucharistic Adoration is held on
Thursdays from 8:00AM to 6:00pPM and from
2:30PM to 6:00PM the rest of the year.
in the Chapel of Saint Anthony

Friday, March 27
Mass 7:30aMm  Church
Rosary 8:00am Church
Stations of the Cross 7:00rMm Church
Lenten Reflections following Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 28
Confessions 3:00rm  Chapel
Mass 4:00rMm  Church
NA 7:30pm  Father Milos Hall
Sunday, March 29
Mass 8:30am  Church
Mass 11:30aMm  Church

Monday, March 23 NA 11:00aM Basement

Tuesday, March 24 NA 11:00aM Basement

Wednesday, March 25

NA 11:00aM  Basement
Thursday, March26 NA 11:00aM  Basement

Friday, March 27 NA 11:00aM  Basement
Stations of the Cross 12:00pm  Church

Saturday, March 28  Mass 8:30aMm  Church
Confession 9:00aM  Church

Sunday, March 29 Mass 10:00aM Church
Reader: C. Dizon




HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE
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PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29
at Saint Anthony of Padua Church
* Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00pm Sunday 8:30aMm and 11:30am
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Worship site
Sunday 10:00am

Tuesday, March 31

Chrism Mass at Saint Francis Cathedral, Metuchen - 4:00pm

HOLY THURSDAY, April 2
Tri-Parish Morning Prayer - Saint James Church, Woodbridge - 9:00AM

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 7:00pm
Saint Anthony of Padua
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 10:00pm

GOOD FRIDAY, April 3
Tri-Parish Morning Prayer—Saint Anthony of Padua Church - 8:30AM
Stations of the Cross - 2:30PM

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION - 3:00rm

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4
Tri-Parish Morning Prayer—Saint Cecelia Church, Iselin - 8:00AM
: Confession 9:00am - 10:00AM
Preparation/Decoration of the Church for Easter 9:00AM

Blessing of the Easter Celebration Meal
Saint Anthony of Padua - 11:00am
Our Lady of Mount Carmel - 12:00pm

EASTER VIGIL - 8:00rm
(NOTE: No 4:00PM Mass)
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‘ Saint Anthony of Padua Church - 8:30am and 11:30am
,:"L‘E!fﬁ, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Worship Site - 10:00am
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e Saint Anthony of Padua Church

Saturday — 4:00PM Sunday — 8:30AM and 11:30AM

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Worship Site
Sunday- 10:00am

CELEBRATION OF DIVINE MERCY
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 12:45pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet and Benediction - 3:00pm
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