
 

26 Dodgingtown Road, Bethel, CT 06801 

Phone: (203)744-5777 

Website: www.stmarybethel.org Email: stmaryoffice@comcast.net 

Visit us on Facebook: StMaryChurchBethel 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 

9am –2:00 pm, Mon. – Thurs.;  9am-Noon on Fridays                       

(Closed Weekends and Holidays) 
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Pope Leo XIV 



St. Mary Catholic Church                                                                                                                              May 18, 2025 

Sunday, 5/18 Monday, 5/19 Tuesday, 5/20 Wednesday, 5/21 

7:00am, 8:30am & 11:00am Mass-
es 

 

8:20am Rosary 

9:00am Mass 

7:00pm May DevoƟons 

 

8:20am Rosary 

9:00am  Mass 

9:30am Walking with Purpose 

7:00pm Walking with Purpose 

8:20am Rosary 

9:00am  Mass 

5:00pm Children’s Choir 
7:00pm Adult Choir 

chapter of her history.” 

As we rejoice in the elecƟon of our new Holy Father, 
let us renew our commitment to walk together in 
faith, hope, and charity. May Pope Leo XIV’s pon-
Ɵficate be one of renewed evangelizaƟon, deeper 
communion, and a vibrant witness to the beauty of 
the Gospel in today’s world. 

“In Pope Leo XIV, we see a pastor who knows the 
joys and sorrows of the flock, who listens with a 
heart molded by Christ, and who now steps forward 
to lead us into the future with confidence in the 
Lord’s promises.” 

May Mary, Mother of the Church, protect and guide 
our new Holy Father as he begins his ministry of ser-
vice to the whole world. 

A Mass of Thanksgiving for our new Holy Father will 
be celebrated on Thursday, May 15 at 7 pm at St. 
AugusƟne Cathedral located at 359 Washington Ave-
nue in Bridgeport. 

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano 
Bishop of Bridgeport 
May 8, 2025 

Statement from Bishop Frank J. Caggiano on the 
ElecƟon of Pope Leo XIV 

It is with profound joy and deep graƟtude to God 
that we welcome the news of the elecƟon of Pope 
Leo XIV as the 267th successor of St. Peter. 

Born in Chicago and having served the Church with 
disƟncƟon around the world — from the missions of 
Peru to the heart of the Roman Curia — Pope Leo 
XIV brings to the papacy a rich pastoral heart, a 
scholar’s mind, and a missionary’s zeal. His life has 
been marked by a faithful dedicaƟon to proclaiming 
the Gospel, building up the Church, and accompany-
ing the People of God with wisdom, humility, and 
courage. 

“The Holy Spirit has once again given the Church a 
shepherd aŌer Christ’s own heart,” said Bishop Cag-
giano. “Pope Leo XIV’s deep love for Christ and His 
Church, his commitment to the poor and marginal-
ized, and his experience guiding the Church both lo-
cally and globally make him a true giŌ for the needs 
of the Church and the world at this Ɵme.” 

As the former Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, 
Pope Leo XIV (Previously Robert Cardinal Prevost) 
has demonstrated a fatherly concern for the univer-
sal Church, helping to shape a new generaƟon of 
bishops called to holiness, integrity, and missionary 
leadership. His pastoral years among the people of 
Peru have imbued him with a profound sensiƟvity to 
the hopes and struggles of everyday Catholics 
around the world. 

“I ask all the faithful of the Diocese of Bridgeport to 
join me in praying fervently for Pope Leo XIV,” Bish-
op Caggiano conƟnued. “May the Lord grant him 
strength and wisdom as he assumes the heavy but 
grace-filled ministry of leading the Church in this new  



Thursday,  5/22 Friday,  5/23 Saturday,  5/24 Sunday, 5/25 

8:20am Rosary 

9:00am Mass 

6:30pm Scripture Study 

 

 

 

8:20am Rosary 

9:00am Mass 

 

7:00am Men’s Ministry 
8:20am Rosary 
9:00am Mass 
3:00pm AdoraƟon 
3:00pm Confessions 
4:30pm Mass 
 

7:00am, 8:30am & 11:00am Masses 

 

St. Mary Catholic Church                                                                                                          FiŌh Sunday of Easter 

FATHER COREY’S EPISTLE 
“Confirmation is not the end, but rather the beginning 

of our journey as disciples of Christ.” – Pope Benedict XVI. 

Congratulations on your Confirmation 

Dennis John Miller 
Emily Elizabeth O'Connor 
Penelope Veronica OuelleƩe 
Logan Luke Palmer 
MaƩhew Joseph Paris 
Gianna Monica Perrone 
Braden Pasqual Preiss 
Christopher SebasƟan Resendes 
Ashley Teresa Ritacco 
Uriel SebasƟan Rodriguez 
Payton Joan Ryan 
Erick SebasƟan Sagbay 
Rooney Padre Pio Sagbay 
Reginald Abraham Salas 
Dylan Rafael Sandoval 
Joshua Lawrence Santamaria 
Robert Anthony Scungio, III 

John Marcos Benedict Adames 
Laura Mary Magdelene Almeida 
Finn Joseph Arbucci 
Augustus Augustus Benincasa 
Sara Francesca Broccolo 
Jake John Burns 
Michael Michael Connors 
Willow Teresa D'Alessandro 
Adam ValenƟne Day 
EllioƩ Francis DeJoseph 
Maxwell Peter DeMoura 
Mia Joanna Dias 
Elizabeth Mary Esposito 
Amanda Teresa Finney 
Nicolas SebasƟan Friedl 
Victoria Victoria Gonzalez 
Jillian Joan Greene 
Enrique Our Lady of Guadalupe Guall-
 pa 
Shayla Catherine Hargraves 
Zachary AugusƟne Jackson 
Logan Elizabeth King 
Lucy John Kosisko 
MaƩhews Padre Pio Leon 
Jaylinn Mary Mendez 
Viana Kateri Tekakwitha Mercado 

 

Brady Patrick Seidell 
Quinn Anthony Sullivan 
Brianna Faith Thomas 
Jesús Anthony Torres 
Leonardo Michael Tricarico 
Joshua Anthony Westhoff 
Christopher Joseph Cappelleƫ 
Arturo Nicholas Melchor-Zamora 
Ile-Eso Benedict Aihiokhai 
Mia Teresa of Avila Altamirano 
Sophie Catherine of Siena ArnoƩ 
SebasƟan Anthony BonƟnck 
MaƩhew Anthony Branca 
Rafal John Paul Branowicz 
Cole Nicholas Cambareri 
Bodhi SebasƟan Cowell 
Emily Stanislaus of Szczepanow   
 Grzybowinski 
Noah Francis Lo 
Grayden John the BapƟst Mumbach 
Jake Patrick Russo 
Jessica Brigid Russo 
Christopher Mark the Evangelist           
 Zimnoch 
Kelly Teresa Marquez 
MacKenzie Teresa of the Andes     
 Franklin 



REGISTRATION FOR 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR IS 
NOW OPEN We are now accepƟng applicaƟons for 
PreK-- Grade 8. Please visit our website 
at www.stmarybethelct.org and click on  “Apply 
Now”. We do anƟcipate waitlists in many grades so 
please apply as soon as possible.  If you have any 
quesƟons, please contact Geraldine Henn, Enroll-
ment Director, at admissions@stmarybethelct.org or 
call 203-744-2922. 

Please visit us on FACEBOOK (“St. Mary School, Beth-
el”), INSTAGRAM (“stmaryschoolbethel”), and TWIT-
TER (@SaintMaryBethel) to see photos and news of 
the latest happenings at SMS! 

 
 

 
Are you:  
· A person who has not been bapƟzed but recog-

nize a need for spirituality in your life and have 
expressed an interest in learning more about Je-
sus?  

· A BapƟzed ChrisƟan of another denominaƟon 
who would like to learn about and possibly join 
the Catholic tradiƟon?  

· A BapƟzed Roman Catholic who has not received 
the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist and/or Confir-
maƟon and would like to become a full parƟci-
pant in the life of the Church?  

· Married to a Catholic and aƩend Mass but just 
don’t know what the next step is to become on 
of the Catholic faithful?  

If your answer is yes to any of these quesƟons, come 
and discover, or rediscover, the truth, wonder and 
mystery of our Catholic faith! The RCIA program pre-
pares you to be received as members of the Catholic 
Church.  Our  new sessions are from 12:30-2:00pm 
in Father McGivney Hall every Sunday thereaŌer.   

If you are interested in parƟcipaƟng or learning 
more about the RCIA program, call  (203)744-5777 
or email Deacon Eric Keener at dnkeen-
er@diobpt.org. 

MAY DEVOTIONS to the Blessed Mother will take 
place on Mondays in May at 7pm in the Chapel at the 
Notre Dame Center. 

The ST. MARY MEN'S MINISTRY group meets on 
Saturdays from 7:00 AM to 8:30 AM in Father 
McGivney Hall, followed by the 9:00 AM Saturday 
Mass.  For more information, Deacon Eric Keener at 
dnkeener@diobpt.org.  

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP provides a 
prayerful experience of mutual support and comfort 
for those who are confronting the loss of a loved 
one.  Our upcoming zoom meeting is on June 14. If 
you wish to attend, please call the parish office at 
744-5777 and ask that a group facilitator call you with 
more information.  

The YOUNG ADULT group (ages 21-35) meets  eve-
ry 3rd Thursday of the  month.  Look them up on In-
stagram at avemarie1882. 

The ST. MARY ADULT CHOIR practices  in Father 
McGivney Hall on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-
9pm. If you are interested in being part of our Parish 
Choir, please call the Parish Office. The ST.  MARY 
YOUTH CHOIR sings once a month and rehearse 
every Wednesday  from 5-6pm in Father McGivney 
Hall.  For more info contact Leanna Hinger at Youth-
Choir.StMary@gmail.com.  

If you would like to dedicate ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of a loved one at weekend Masses, call the 
Parish Office at (203)744-5777. Donation would be 
$150 and your loved one’s name will appear in the 
bulletin. 

If you would like the SANCTUARY CANDLE to be lit 
for your departed loved one, we shall publish your 
loved one’s name in the bulletin and the priest, while 
in the sacristy, will pray for the repose of their soul for 
7 days.  The stipend is $10.  Call the office to make 
arrangements. 

Because of the lack of attendance,  FIRST SUNDAY 
ADORATION will be discontinued for the summer 
and will be revisited in the Fall.  Saturday Adoration 
at 3pm will continue.  

ST. MARY BOOK GROUP welcomes all adults! 
"Spiritual reading has made many saints" (St. 
Josemaria Escriva). Our next book is A Song for Na-
gasaki: The Story of Takashi Nagai by Paul Glynn, 
S.M. Read about the inspiring life of this Japanese 
scientist, Catholic convert, and survivor of the atomic 
bomb, who was named a Servant of God in 2021. 
We will meet on June 4 at 7 pm in the Quiet Room. 
You can listen to the audiobook on the Hallow app 
and on Formed. You can borrow a copy with your 
Library card through a special interlibrary loan re-
quest using FindItCT.org. Or you can purchase a 
copy online from Ignatius Press or Amazon.   



 
 
 
 

St. Mary Religious Education 
24 Dodgingtown Road                      

Bethel, CT   06801 
203-743-4557 

  
stmarybethelreliged@gmail.com      

stmarybethel.org 



Diocese of Bridgeport Project Rachel Ministry – Jesus 
Keeps on Loving You, No MaƩer What  

“As we approach Lent, please allow me to speak to all 
who carry the unbearable sadness and guilt of an abor-
Ɵon experience. Be assured that Jesus keeps on loving 
you, no maƩer what. I pray that God plants a seed of 
hope in every heart that is overwhelmed by sadness and 
despair from parƟcipaƟon in aborƟon. This Lent, the 
Lord’s mercy awaits you. Allow Him to heal you and liŌ 
your sadness into joy.” – Bishop Daniel E. Thomas, Chair-
man, USCCB CommiƩee on Pro-Life AcƟviƟes.  

The Diocese of Bridgeport’s Project Rachel Ministry is 
here to help you. For confidenƟal assistance or infor-
maƟon on upcoming events, please contact Maureen at 
203-416-1619 or projectrachel@diobpt.org. There is hope 
aŌer aborƟon.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun.:   Acts 14:21-27 Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 Rv 21:1-5a  
  Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35  

Mon.:    Acts 14:5-18 Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 Jn 14:21-26  

Tues.:  Acts 14:19-28 Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 Jn 14:27- 
  31a  

Wed.:  Acts 15:1-6 Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 Jn 15:1-8  

Thu:       Acts 15:7-21 Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 Jn 15:9-11  

Fri.:     Acts 15:22-31 Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 Jn 15:12-17  

Sat.:    Acts 16:1-10 Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5 Jn 15:18-21  

Sun.:   Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 Rv 21:10-14, 22-
  23 Jn 14:23-29  

THE	POPE’S	INTENTIONS	FOR	THE	MONTH	OF															
MAY 

For working condiƟons  Let us pray that through work, 
each person might find fulfilment, families might be sus-
tained in dignity, and that society might be humanized.  



PRAYER FOR STUDENTS DURING EXAMS 

Lord, I pray for students who are taking final exams 
this Ɵme of the year, those I know and those I do not 
know. You alone know how I experienced similar 
Ɵmes with a sense of loneliness, challenge, anxiety 
and stress. 

Reach out and touch the hearts and minds of stu-
dents with a sense that you are will them; with con-
fidence to face the challenge; and with the realiza-
Ɵon that their anxiety and stress can be a posiƟve 
energy in their pursuit of excellence. 

Give them insight to understand what they have 
studied and help them to remember it when the 
Ɵme comes. 

Help them to keep in perspecƟve the many giŌs and 
talents you have already given them that they may 
use them for the greater honor and glory of God. 

Amen. 

BROTHERHOOD IN ACTION  Thank you for your gen-
erous support of the Brotherhood in AcƟon. The 
generous donaƟons of the people of St. Mary’s 
makes it possible for our organizaƟon to exist and be 
able to give those in our community a sense of hope 
for happy holidays and year-round. If you wish to 
conƟnue to help our mission throughout the year,  
monetary donaƟons may be sent to:  Brotherhood in 
AcƟon, P.O. Box 582, Bethel, CT.  06801.  Thank you 
again for your  generosity!! 

TOGETHER IN FAITH…SUPPORTING OUR RETIRED 
PRIESTS.  

ReƟred priests, like Msgr. Edward Surilo 
receive ongoing health care, and those 
living at the Catherine Dennis Keefe 
Queen of the Clergy Residence in Stam-
ford reside in a comfortable and prayerful 
living environment. 

“From the first day of the conferral of Ho-
ly Orders upon me sixty years ago, I recog-
nized the presence of a growth-giving dy-
namic between myself and the faithful 
with whom I was interacƟng.  From the 

get-go, it was clear to me that the relaƟonship be-
tween myself as priest, and the faithful whom I served, 
was to be a mutual exchange of grace and energy.  The 
needs of the people required a response on my part that 
served to shape and form me as a work in progress into a 
more authenƟc instrument of priestly service.” – Msgr. 
Edward Surwilo, ReƟred Priest 

Thank you for your support of the Catherine Dennis Keefe 
Queen of the Clergy Residence through the Bishop’s Ap-
peal. Together as One in Christ, we can conƟnue to sup-
port our Clergy in their reƟrement.  

To support this important ministry and work in our Dio-
cese, please consider making your giŌ to the Bishop’s Ap-
peal today! Visit: www.2025BishopsAppeal.org  



 



Join us for St. Mary Vacation Bible School

 
June 23-27, 2025 

9:00-11:45 
St. Mary Parish Hall 

$55.00 
Ages 3-10 

Child______________________________________ 
Age________Gender_________________________ 
Parent Name________________________________ 
Phone Number_______________________________ 
Parent email_________________________________ 
Allergies, medical condition or special need__________ 
__________________________________________ 
In case of Emergency, contact___________________ 
Phone number________________________________ 

For more info contact Mary Ferri 203 743 4557 or 
faithformation@stmarybethel.org 

I understand that neither St. Mary Church, 
nor any of its employees or volunteers is responsible for any injury sustained 
by my child.  I accept full responsibility for any medical expenses as a result 
of any such injury sustained. 
 
Parent/Guardians           

(Signature) 

 



STAFF Father Corey V. Piccinino, Pastor            
    Father Andrew LaFleur, Parochial Vicar 
  Deacon John DeRoin 
  Deacon Eric Keener      
  Kate Fitzgerald, BulleƟn Editor 
  Sue Dolan, Parish Secretary 
                Maggie Kent, Office Manager 
  Debbie Burke, Business Manager 
  Alex LaFleur, Property Manager 
 

ST. MARY SCHOOL (744-2922)             ScoƩ Smith, Principal 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (743-4557)   Mary Ferri, Director        
             Maggie Kent, Secretary 
RCIA (203)744-5777    Call if you are interested in becoming a 
Catholic or compleƟng your iniƟaƟon as a Catholic with Con-
firmaƟon and/or Eucharist.  
UNITED YOUTH MINISTRY    Renzo Ortega (203) 240-8059   
MUSIC MINISTRY     Michael Ferrari, Music & Choir Director  
FINANCE COMMITTEE (733-7335)  Bob Kozlowski,  Chair 
CEMETERY DIRECTOR:  Bob DiMaƩeo (203)744-5777  

  

BAPTISMS:  Sundays at 12:15pm (excluding the 1st Sunday of 
each month).  Please call the Rectory at least six weeks in ad-
vance to schedule your BapƟsm and to sign up for the Bap-
Ɵsm Class that is required for both parents and Godparents. 
These classes are offered on the first Sunday of each month. 
Anyone requesƟng a Sponsorship form must be a currently 
registered and pracƟcing Catholic, and they must aƩend one of 
the BapƟsm Classes to receive it.  There is a 3-month waiƟng 
period for a sponsorship form for the newly registered.  The 
Catholic requirements for a Godparent/Sponsor are:  you 
must be at least   16 years old; received the Sacraments of Bap-
Ɵsm, First Holy Communion and ConfirmaƟon in the Catholic 
Church;   aƩend Mass regularly on Sundays and on Holy Days of 
ObligaƟon; receive the Sacraments of Penance and Holy Com-
munion regularly; sincerely try to follow the moral teaching of 
the Catholic Church; and if married, were married in the Catho-
lic Church. 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR MARRIAGE:    All couples must meet 
with a parish clergyman at least six (6) months before the mar-
riage is to be celebrated. 
PASTORAL CARE AT DANBURY HOSPITAL: Prior to your hospi-
talizaƟon, you or a family member should noƟfy the Catholic 
chaplain at the Hospital. 
HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK: To any of those who are 
homebound or hospitalized and interested in having a visit by a 
priest, or are interested in serving in this ministry, please call 
the Parish Office at 744-5777.      
PRAYER LINE:  If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, 
please call our Prayer Line.  Our team leader is Maggie Kent 
(203-731-4738). 
SEXUAL ABUSE HOTLINE:  ONLINE: www.lighthouse-
services.com/diobpt. TOLL FREE TELEPHONE: English speaking 
USA and Canada: 833-990-0004; Spanish speaking USA and 
Canada: 800-216-1288 E-MAIL: reports@lighthouse-
services.com (must include company name with report).  When 
contacƟng the hotline, an individual may or may not choose to 
idenƟfy him or herself.  
 

 

SAT., MAY 17 
          4:30   +  George Aiello — Eileen Colarossi 
 

SUN.,  May 18 
     7:00  +  For the People of St. Mary 
     8:30   +  Josephine & Erberto Frieri — Children 
   11:00   +  Charles Ruhl — The Ruhl Family 
 

MON., MAY 19 
     9:00  +  Richard Kuhn — Wife & Sons 
   

TUES., MAY 20 
   9:00   +   Father Patrick F. Connors — The Parish 
 

WED., MAY 21 
   9:00   +  Joan Dolan — Carol Roth 
 

THU.,  MAY 22 
    9:00   +  RoseMary InfanƟno —Robert InfanƟno & Fam-
  ily 
 

FRI.,  MAY 23 
     9:00   Our Seminarians (Blessings) —The Nelson Family 
 

SAT., MAY 24 
     9:00   +  Mieczyslaw Miniewicz — Family 
     4:30   +  Joan Dolan — Family 
 

SUN.,  May 25 
     7:00   For the People of St. Mary 
     8:30   +  Rosemary Mele — Family 
   11:00   +  Salvatore Alongi  — The Alongi Family 

This week the Sanctuary Lamp will be lit 
and prayers will be said before each Mass by 

the priest in memory of  Margaret Brenna 
from her daughter 


