
 

STAFF Father Corey V. Piccinino, Pastor            

    Father Andrew LaFleur, Parochial Vicar 
  Father Milan Dimic, Resident 
  Deacon John DeRoin 
  Deacon Eric Keener      
  Kate Fitzgerald, BulleƟn Editor 
  Sue Dolan, Parish Secretary 
                Maggie Kent, Office Manager 
  Debbie Burke, Business Manager 
  Alex LaFleur, Property Manager 
 

ST. MARY SCHOOL (744-2922)             Jason Ford, Principal 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (743-4557)   Mary Ferri, Director        
             Maggie Kent, Secretary 

OCIA (203)744-5777    Call if you are interested in becoming a 
Catholic or compleƟng your iniƟaƟon as a Catholic with Con-
firmaƟon and/or Eucharist.  

UNITED YOUTH MINISTRY    Renzo Ortega (203) 240-8059   
MUSIC MINISTRY     Michael Ferrari, Music & Choir Director  
FINANCE COMMITTEE (733-7335)  Bob Kozlowski,  Chair 
CEMETERY DIRECTOR:  Bob DiMaƩeo (203)744-5777  

  

BAPTISMS:  Sundays at 12:15pm (excluding the 1st Sunday of 
each month).  Please call the Rectory at least six weeks in ad-
vance to schedule your BapƟsm and to sign up for the Bap-
Ɵsm Class that is required for both parents and Godparents. 
These classes are offered on the first Sunday of each month. 
Anyone requesƟng a Sponsorship form must be a currently 
registered and pracƟcing Catholic, and they must aƩend one of 
the BapƟsm Classes to receive it.  There is a 3-month waiƟng 
period for a sponsorship form for the newly registered.  The 
Catholic requirements for a Godparent/Sponsor are:  you 
must be at least   16 years old; received the Sacraments of Bap-
Ɵsm, First Holy Communion and ConfirmaƟon in the Catholic 
Church;   aƩend Mass regularly on Sundays and on Holy Days of 
ObligaƟon; receive the Sacraments of Penance and Holy Com-
munion regularly; sincerely try to follow the moral teaching of 
the Catholic Church; and if married, were married in the Catho-
lic Church. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR MARRIAGE:    All couples must meet 
with a parish clergyman at least six (6) months before the mar-
riage is to be celebrated. 

PASTORAL CARE AT DANBURY HOSPITAL: Prior to your hospi-
talizaƟon, you or a family member should noƟfy the Catholic 
chaplain at the Hospital. 

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK: To any of those who are 
homebound or hospitalized and interested in having a visit by a 
priest, or are interested in serving in this ministry, please call 
the Parish Office at 744-5777.      

PRAYER LINE:  If you or someone you know is in need of pray-
er, please call our Prayer Line.  Our team leader is Maggie Kent 
(203-731-4738). 

SEXUAL ABUSE HOTLINE:  ONLINE: www.lighthouse-
services.com/diobpt. TOLL FREE TELEPHONE: English speaking 
USA and Canada: 833-990-0004; Spanish speaking USA and 
Canada: 800-216-1288 E-MAIL: reports@lighthouse-
services.com (must include company name with report).  When 
contacƟng the hotline, an individual may or may not choose to 
idenƟfy him or herself.  

26 Dodgingtown Road, Bethel, CT 06801 

Phone: (203)744-5777 

Website: www.stmarybethel.org Email: 
stmaryoffice@comcast.net 

Visit us on Facebook: StMaryChurchBethel 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 

9am –1:30 pm, Mon. – Fri.  

(Closed Weekends and Holidays) 

Saint Mary   
Parish 

December 28, 2025 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 
MARY AND JOSEPH 



St. Mary Catholic Church                                                                                                                   December 28, 2025 

† From an address by Saint Paul VI, pope  — Naza-
reth, a model  

Nazareth is a kind of school where we may begin to 
discover what Christ’s life was like and even to un-
derstand his Gospel. Here we can observe and pon-
der the simple appeal of the way God’s Son came to 
be known, profound yet full of hidden meaning. And 
gradually we may even learn to imitate him. 

Here we can learn to realize who Christ really is. And 
here we can sense and take account of the condi-
Ɵons and circumstances that surrounded and affect-
ed his life on earth: the places, the tenor of the 
Ɵmes, the culture, the language, religious customs, in 
brief, everything which Jesus used to make himself 
known to the world. Here everything speaks to us, 
everything has meaning. Here we can learn the im-
portance of spiritual discipline for all who wish to 
follow Christ and to live by the teachings of his Gos-
pel. 

How I would like to return to my childhood and 
aƩend the simple yet profound school that is Naza-
reth! How wonderful to be close to Mary, learning 
again the lesson of the true meaning of life, learning 
again God’s truths. But here we are only on pilgrim-
age. Time presses and I must set aside my desire to 
stay and carry on my educaƟon in the Gospel, for 
that educaƟon is never finished. But I cannot leave 
without recalling, briefly and in passing; some 
thoughts I take with me from Nazareth.  

First, we learn from its silence. If only we could once 
again appreciate its great value. We need this won-
derful state of mind, beset as we are by the cacopho-
ny of strident protests and conflicƟng claims so char-
acterisƟc of these turbulent Ɵmes. The silence of 
Nazareth should teach us how to meditate in peace 
and quiet, to reflect on the deeply spiritual, and to 
be open to the voice of God’s inner wisdom and the 
counsel of his true teachers. Nazareth can teach us 
the value of study and preparaƟon, of meditaƟon, of 
a well-ordered personal spiritual life, and of silent 
prayer that is known only to God.  

Second, we learn about family life. May Nazareth 
serve as a model of what the family should be. May it  

FATHER COREY’S EPISTLE 

show us the family’s holy and enduring character and 
exemplify its basic funcƟon in society: a community 
of love and sharing, beauƟful for the problems it pos-
es and the rewards it brings, in sum, the perfect 
seƫng for rearing children—and for this there is no 
subsƟtute. 

Finally, in Nazareth, the home of a craŌsman’s son, 
we learn about work and the discipline it entails. I 
would especially like to recognize its value—
demanding yet redeeming—and to give it proper re-
spect. I would remind everyone that work has its own 
dignity. On the other hand, it is not an end in itself. 
Its value and free character, however, derive not only 
from its place in the economic system, as they say, 
but rather from the purpose it serves. 

In closing, may I express my deep regard for people 
everywhere who work for a living. To them I would 
point out their great model, Christ their brother, our 
Lord and God, who is their prophet in every cause 
that promotes their well-being.  

† If you picked up our advent calendar candle kit 
at the beginning of the season please don’t discard 
it!  We will be using them again during Lent! 

  



WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Sunday, December  28 
12:15pm Baptism 

Monday, December 29 
 8:20am Rosary 

Tuesday, December 30 
     8:20am Rosary 

Wednesday, December 31 
8:20am Rosary 

Thursday, January 1 
January 2 

8:20am Rosary 
January 3 

9:00am Cooking with the Saints 
8:20am Rosary 

3:00pm Adoration 
3:00pm Confessions 

January 4 
9:30am Faith Formation Classes 

12:15pm Pre Baptism Class 
12:30pm OCIA 

6:00pm United Youth 

St. Mary Catholic Church                                                                        The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

SAT., DECEMBER 27 
     4:30   +  Czeslaw Zabrzwski (20th Anniv.) — Wife Alina
   
SUN.,  DECEMBER 28 
     7:00    +  Ann H. Stosser — Husband 
     8:30    +  Mary Luechinger — The Mallonee Family 
   11:00    +  Ann & Hugo Greco — Maria & Paul Shanley 
 

MON., DECEMBER 29 
     9:00    +  Joseph Bigler — The Morton Family 
   

TUES., DECEMBER 30 
    9:00     +  Christopher Wagher — Wife 
 

WED.., DECEMBER 31 
   9:00   John Murray — Family  
   5:30   +  Maryann Landis — Michelle Maƫaccio 
 

THURS., JANUARY 1 
   8:30    St. Mary Parish 
 11:00    St. Mary Parish 
 

FRI.,  JANUARY 2 
     9:00   +  James Coffey — Family 
 

SAT., JANUARY 3 
     9:00   +  Jose Ongay — Family 
     4:30   +  Onorio Malvesi — The Wakeman Family 
        +  Don Bouono (2nd Anniv.) — Wife Yolanda 
   +  James Brew — The Parish 
   Blessings for our Just Desserts Ministry   
SUN.,  JANUARY 4 
     7:00    For St. Mary Parish 
     8:30    +  Timothy MacGregor — The MacGregor Family 
   11:00    +  Bernard Foresta — Friends at Bethel High  
   School 

 

This week the Sanctuary Lamp will be lit 
and prayers will be said before each Mass 

by the priest in memory of  Peggy Allen from 
her sister Lucille Malaney 





St. Mary Faith Formation 
24 Dodgingtown Road                        

Bethel, CT   06801 
203-743-4557 

Faith Formation classes have resumed.   Registration 
is ongoing. 
All children must attend Mass each week.  There, 
the child must fill out the Mass Attendance slip avail-
able in the vestibule of the Church.  The child then 
puts the slip in the in the collection basket.  
You can register for the 2025/26 school year by 
clicking the Faith Formation tab online on website.   
REMINDER When the Bethel School System can-
cels school and/or after school activities, Religious 
Education is also cancelled. Please check on our 
website or on our Facebook page for clarification. 

The ST. MARY MEN'S MINISTRY group meets on 
Saturdays from 7:00 AM to 8:30 AM in Father 
McGivney Hall, followed by the 9:00 AM Saturday 
Mass.  For more information, Deacon Eric Keener at 
dnkeener@diobpt.org.  

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP provides a 
prayerful experience of mutual support and comfort 
for those who are confronting the loss of a loved 
one.  Our upcoming zoom meeting is on January 3. 
If you wish to attend, please call the parish office at 
744-5777 and ask that a group facilitator call you with 
more information.  

The St. Mary YOUTH CHOIR is in full swing and is 
looking for new members in grades 2 and up. They 
sing once a month and rehearse every Wednesday 
from 5-6pm in the Parish Hall. For more info, contact 
Leanna Hinger at youthchoir.st.mary@gmail.com.  

The St. Mary ADULT CHOIR practices in the Parish 
Hall on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-9pm. If you 
are interested in being part of our Parish Choir, 
please call the Parish Office. 

The YOUNG ADULT group (ages 21-35) meets eve-
ry 3rd Friday of the month. Look them up on Insta-
gram at avamaria1882.  

If you would like to dedicate ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of a loved one at weekend Masses, call the 
Parish Office at (203)744-5777. Donation would be 
$150 and your loved one’s name will appear in the 
bulletin.   

If you would like the SANCTUARY CANDLE to be lit 
for your departed loved one, we shall publish your 
loved one’s name in the bulletin and the priest, while 
in the sacristy, will pray for the repose of their soul for 
7 days.  The stipend is $10.  Call the office to make 
arrangements. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATION If you wish to 
donate toward flowers for the Church in memory of 
loved ones, please put your donation along with the 
names in an envelope in the collection basket or 
bring it to the dropbox outside the Parish Office door. 

AROUND THE PARISH 

ST. MARY CHRISTMAS GIVING                
PROGRAM  

Thank you to all who donated to our St. 
Mary Christmas Program.  Because of the 
overwhelming generosity of our Parish, so 
many children and families will be blessed 
with gifts under the tree this Christ-
mas.  We are so grateful for our Parish 
Community and your kindness and giving 
spirit. Merry Christmas!  “It’s not how 
much we give, but how much love we put 
into giving.” -Mother Teresa  

The Parish Office will be closed 

for Christmas from 12:00n on 

Tues., December 23 through 

New Year’s Day. We will reopen 

on Mon., January 5 at 9am. 



God Bless those recently BapƟzed 
 

Cooper Craybas  
 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR IS NOW 
OPEN! We are now accepƟng applicaƟons for Pre-K -- 
Grade 8. Please visit our admissions page 
at www.stmarybethelct.org to apply.  We do anƟcipate 
waitlists in many grades so please apply early. If you have 
any quesƟons, contact Geraldine Henn, Enrollment Direc-
tor, at admissions@stmarybethelct.org or call 203-744-
2922. 

CongratulaƟons for those who won the Christmas Tree 
Raffle:  Veronica Z -- The Golden Rule Tree;  Diane C.-- Gin-
gerbread Tree; Abbie M -- Reindeer Tree; Ilana P. -- Snow 
Tree; Adrianna W. -- Woodland Tree;  Danielle T.  -- Pre y 
in Pink Tree;  Corey P. -- Silver and Gold Tree;  Easton G. -- 
The Grinch Tree; David B.  -- Peppermint Twist Tree; 
Anne e G. -- Tree of Science;  Melissa P. -- Mathema cal 
Crea viTree 

St. Mary School, Bethel, CT is looking for individuals inter-
ested in subsƟtute teaching this coming school year on an 
as needed basis (not daily).  QualificaƟons for this posi-
Ɵon are a background check, VIRTUS training and a Bach-
elor’s degree.  

We are also looking for part-Ɵme employees on a regular 
schedule for our AŌerSchool Club, (aŌer school care for 
our students).  Hours are 2pm-5:30pm on days school is in 
session. For informaƟon about either of these opportuni-
Ɵes, please email the school office 
at office@stmarybethelct.org.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE RECENTLY MARRIED 
 

Ian Koon & Cortney Schlogl 





AROUND THE DIOCESE 

DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT PROJECT RACHEL 
MINISTRY – Jesus Keeps on Loving You, No Matter 
What  The Diocese of Bridgeport’s Project Rachel 
Ministry is here to help you. For confidential assis-
tance or information on upcoming events, please 
contact Maureen at 203-416-1619 or projectra-
chel@diobpt.org. There is hope after abortion.  

MALTA HOUSE is the only transitional living pro-
gram in the state of Connecticut where a mom can 
stay with her baby for long-term support and a "hand
-up" as she journeys to independence and hope.  We 
need your help… Since opening our doors in 1998, 
we have welcomed over 700 mothers and babies to 
our home.  But we’re not done yet. We are always 
looking for new volunteers to join our team! Please 
consider volunteering with us and making a differ-
ence in the lives of mothers and babies.  If you are 
interested in lending your skills and sharing your 
heart with our moms and babies, please contact 
Claudia Escalante at cescalante@maltahouse.org. 

BROTHERHOOD IN ACTION  Brotherhood in 
AcƟon is currently trying to raise money for 
their Thanksgiving and Christmas food distri-
buƟons this year.  As many of you know, we 
are not able to acquire food any longer from 
the ConnecƟcut Food Bank--which was a primary re-
source for us in the past.  Given this, the cost of food, and 
reduced direct food donaƟons have all put a strain on our 
resources.   And, of course, the need in Bethel just con-
Ɵnues to increase as we're up to around 200 families and 
counƟng for each distribuƟon.   

The good news is that we get a generous discount from 
Caraluzzi's when we purchase from them, so cash dona-
Ɵons really help us to acquire products at a reduced 
cost.  While we know that all of you have contributed in 
the past, and many of you have already done so again 
this year---we would appreciate any contribuƟon you 
could make at this Ɵme. 

If you wish to conƟnue to help our mission,  monetary 
donaƟons may be sent to:  Brotherhood in AcƟon, P.O. 
Box 582, Bethel, CT.  06801.  Thank you again for your  
generosity!! 

The December Issue of The Bridge Is Here! 
The Diocese of Bridgeport’s monthly news-

letter is now available — filled 
with Bishop Caggiano’s Advent 
message, ways to live the season 
well, upcoming events, opportu-
nities to serve, and inspiring pro-
grams happening across our dio-

cese. 
 Scan the QR code to read the full issue and 
stay connected to all the good happening in 
our diocesan family. Or visit: https://
simplebooklet.com/thebridgedecember2025 



THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BEGINS 

When the carols have been sƟlled, 
When the star-topped tree is taken 

down, 
When family and friends are gone 

home, 
When we are back to our schedules 

The work of Christmas begins: 
   To welcome the refugee, 
   To heal a broken planet, 

   To feed the hungry, 
   To build bridges of trust, not walls of 

fear, 
   To share our giŌs, 

   To seek jusƟce and peace for all peo-
ple, 

   To bring Christ’s light to the world. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun.:   Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 Col 3:12-21 or  
  3:12-17 Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  

Mon.:    1 Jn 2:3-11 Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 Lk 2:22-35  

Tues.:  1 Jn 2:12-17 Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 Lk 2:36-40  

Wed.:  1 Jn 2:18-21 Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 Jn 1:1-18  

Thu:      Nm 6:22-27 Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 Gal 4:4-7 Lk 2:16-21  

Fri.:     1 Jn 2:22-28 Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 Jn 1:19-28  

Sat.:     1 Jn 2:29–3:6 Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 Jn 1:29-34  

Sun.:    Is 60:1-6 Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-
  6 Mt 2:1-12  

Offertory for the Weekend of December 13/14, 2025 

CollecƟon:  $4,795.00     On-Line Giving:  $4,465 .00 

Offertory for the Weekend of December 14/15, 2024 

CollecƟon:  $7,244.00      On-Line Giving:  $4,873.00  

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 If you are at least 18 years of 
age, we invite you to join us. 
To contact us call Alan Gam-
bino at (203)910-3733 or 

Email GKofPavia@gmail.com for more informaƟon. 
Like us on Facebook.com/Pavia48!     



Like us on Facebook at 
‘StMaryChurchBethel’  

LITURGY  

Adult Acolyte Provide adult altar service at funerals and memorial 
services. Rectory Office (203) 744 - 5777  

Altar Server Support the community in the Church’s weekly liturgi-
cal celebraƟons. Father Andrew LaFleur FrLaFleur@diobpt.org  

Lector Proclaim the scriptures and read the peƟƟons at Mass. Mrs. 
Susan Dolan (203) 744 - 5777  

EucharisƟc Minister Assist in the distribuƟon of Holy Communion 
on weekdays and Sundays. Mrs. Susan Dolan (203) 744 - 5777  

Usher Assist with greeƟng, seaƟng, and the collecƟon at Mass and 
services. Rectory Office  

Cantors/Choir Lead and assist in the music for the 11am Mass and 
major feasts through the year. Mr. Michael Ferrari mu-
sic.saintmary@gmail.com  

Youth Choir Grade 2+ - will develop vocal skills and musicianship 
through the singing of chants, hymns and psalms at Masses and 
special events. Youthchoir.st.mary@gmail.com. (Leanna Hinger)  

YOUTH  

CrossRoads  Middle School Youth Group Join youths (grades 6-8) in 
the early formaƟve years of their faith by parƟcipaƟng in regular 
meeƟngs, prayer, and social acƟviƟes. Chaperones and adult aides 
welcome (must have completed Virtus Training).  Ms. Rosie Lifreiri 
& Mr. Tom Reese stmarycrossroads@gmail.com  

UNITED  High School Youth Group  (St. Mary - St. Joseph - St. Rose 
parishes)  Join other youths (grades 9-12) in the effort to grow in 
their relaƟonships with Christ and their Catholic Faith, parƟcipate in 
opportuniƟes for service, fun and games, and fellowship. Chaper-
ones and adult aides welcome (must have completed Virtus Train-
ing).  Mr. Renzo Ortega  (203) 240-8059  

COMMUNITY  

Bereavement Support Group  Offers a prayerful experience of mu-
tual support and consolaƟon for those who are confronƟng the 
difficulƟes of losing a loved one.  Rectory Office   

Faith and Family Nights/Social CommiƩee  Join in and assist at 
various celebraƟons and social events of the Church year.  Rectory 
Office  

Men’s Ministry  Join other Catholic men in a posiƟve ChrisƟan fel-
lowship and learn ways to beƩer strengthen one’s personal faith 
journey. Deacon Eric Keener  dnkeener@diobpt.org  

Women of Faith/Walking with Purpose  A women’s ministry dedi-
cated to offering a variety of acƟviƟes for spiritual growth, fellow-
ship, support, and outreach.  Mrs. Caroline LaFleur  
la_fleur@sbcglobal.net  

Knights of Columbus  Promote fraternal Ɵes among other Catholic 
Men and parƟcipate in various charitable acƟviƟes both at the 
Church and in the local community.  Mr. Alan Gambino (203)910-
3733 or Email gkofpavia@gmail.com  

Ave Maria - Young Adults  Where card games, Wii Tourneys, drinks 
and appeƟzers meet adoraƟon, rosary, and catechesis.  Fr. Andrew 
LaFleur   frlafleur@diobpt.org  

Just Desserts  Help in the catering of baked goods  and treats  for 
parish celebraƟons.  Rectory Office  

Book Club  ST. MARY BOOK GROUP welcomes all adults! “Spiritual 
reading has made many saints." (St. Josemaria Escriva).  Rectory 
Office  

SERVICE  

Homebound EucharisƟc Ministers  Bring Communion to the home-
bound and those in local nursing homes. Rectory Office  

MaƩhew 25:35  Provides meals for either groups outside of parish 
(ex, Dorothy Day) or for families in need within the parish. Rectory 
Office   

Parish Hospitality CommiƩee/Photographers  Volunteer to help set 
up, serve, and clean up for Parish recepƟons. Record events in 
church or photography of events. Rectory Office  

Prayer Line  Prayer society that receives intenƟons and prays regu-
larly for them.  Mrs. Maggie Kent Mrs. Deana Chamberlin  (203) 731 
- 4738 (203) 482 - 7149  

Pro-Life CommiƩee that strives to build a culture of life, upholding 
and promoƟng the dignity of human life.  Rectory Office  

Altar Linen CommiƩee  Provide regular care for the various linens 
used at Mass.  Rectory Office   

St. Martha Cleaning Society  Assist in the regular cleaning and up-
keep of the Church. Rectory Office   

Rectory Volunteer Aides  Assist the rectory staff with mass mailings 
and various projects.  Rectory Office  

Prayer Shawl and Baby Blanket Making Ministry  Mary Ferri 203-
743-4557  

Religious ArƟcles Store & Catholic Book Fair  One weekend in both 
the Fall & the Spring, as well as Christmas, to help with the distribu-
Ɵon of religious goods for purchase.  Mrs. Maggie Kent (203) 743 - 
4557  

EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS   

Religious EducaƟon Catechist  Share the Catholic Faith with the 
children of our parish.  Mrs. Mary Ferri  (203) 743 - 4557  

RCIA Catechist/RCIA Sponsor Accompany and share the faith with 
those seeking to join the Catholic Church or complete their sacra-
ments.  Deacon Eric Keener  (203) 744-5777  

Missionaries to the Family & Mysteries of the Rosary  Mission to 
support revitalizing the domesƟc church within our families. Catech-
esis & programming to help you live out holiness in your marriage 
and home.  Santos Oyola and Juliana Restrepo  
julyres@hotmail.com  

Pre-BapƟsm PreparaƟon  Help teach parents and Godparents of 
their responsibiliƟes to prepare for BapƟsm.  Rectory Office   

VocaƟons Ministry  prays for, encourages, educates and accompa-
nies those discerning any vocaƟon to which God is calling them.  
Father LaFleur  FrLaFleur@diobpt.org  

Adult Faith FormaƟon Series  Join in ongoing adult faith formaƟon 
to deepen our understanding and appreciaƟon of the Catholic Faith.  
Shani Burke-Specht  (203)744-5777  

Parish VocaƟon Ministry prays for, encourages those in their voca-
Ɵon, accompanies those discerning their vocaƟon, celebrates all 
vocaƟons and educates youth and adults about the beauty of the 
Catholic vocaƟons of sacramental marriage and family, the priest-
hood, diaconate and the religious life.   

Mike Roberts telecom0711@gmail.com.  

MINISTRIES AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 


