
 

26 Dodgingtown Road, Bethel, CT 06801 

Phone: (203)744-5777 

Website: www.stmarybethel.org Email: stmaryoffice@comcast.net 

Visit us on Facebook: StMaryChurchBethel 

PARISH SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: 

9am –1:00 pm, Mon. – Closed on Fridays                       

(Closed Weekends and Holidays) 
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St. Mary Catholic Church                                                                                                                         August 10, 2025 

† Last week Pope Leo declared Saint John Henry Cardi-
nal Newman a Doctor of the Church.  Cardinal Newman 
was a convert to the Catholic faith.  He deeply cared for 
his students and parishioners at Oxford University in Eng-
land.  His cardinalate moƩo, Cor ad cor loquitur, translat-
ed: heart speaks to heart. 

He worked Ɵrelessly for the spiritual good of English Cath-
olics and for the evangelizaƟon of his home country,  He 
longed his flock and he challenges us today to be well-
formed in order to be able to give and account of the 
Catholic Faith. 

He said:  You must not hide your talent in a napkin. Or 
light under a bushel.  I want a laity who know their reli-
gion, who enter into it, who know just where they stand, 
who know what they hold, and what they do not, who 
know their creed so well, that they can give an account of 
it, who know so much of history that they can defend it. I 
want an intelligent, well-instructed laity.  St. John Henry 
Newman, pray for us. 

† More Pilgrimages To Make In The U.S This Summer 

The Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine, Oklahoma City 

We’ve been waiƟng for this one to open for years! 
The Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine opened this past 
February, honoring America’s first martyr (who also 
visited the GroƩo of Lourdes in Emmitsburg!). The 
architectural design is kind of a blend between the 
tradiƟonal Roman style, but it also has the beauƟful 
blends of the Spanish colonial style that you would 
see commonly in Mexico or Central America where 
Rother served.  

El Santuario de Chimayo, Chimayo, New Mexico 

† Litany of the Lost to Saint Anthony 

Lord have mercy — Lord Have Mercy 
Christ have mercy — Christ Have Mercy 
Lord Have mercy — Lord Have Mercy 
 
For those of us who have lost our health 
— St. Anthony pray for us.  (repeat all) 
 
For those of us who have lost our peace of mind, 
For those of us who have lost our housing, 
For those of us who have lost our financial security, 
For those of us who have lost a loved one, 
For those of us who have lost our dreams, 
For those of us who have lost our talents, 
For those of us who have lost our iniƟal zeal, 
For those of us who have lost our sobriety, 
For those of us who have lost their faith, 
For those of us who have lost our self-respect, 
For those of us who have lost our perspecƟve, 
For those of us who have lost our innocence, 
For those of us who have lost our independence, 
For those of us who have lost peace within our fami-
 lies, 
For those of us who have lost civil peace, 
For those of us who have lost our trust in others, 
For those of us who have lost our virtue, 
For those of us who have lost our home, 
For those of us who have lost our job, 
For those of us who have lost (please add your own  par-
Ɵcular loss),  
— St. Anthony Pray For us. 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of  the world— 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world — 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of  the world— 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Let us pray:  All loving God, You have given us  in St. An-
thony the patron of the lost, as an intercessor to those 
who are in need of Your mercy.  Listen to his voice as he 
all out to You on our behalf and grant those things which 
will  help us grow in Your Love. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

FATHER COREY’S EPISTLE 



St. Mary Catholic Church                                                                                                19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FATHER COREY’S EPISTLE 

The Chimayo is a small shrine located in the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains of New Mexico. For generaƟons, Ameri-
can Indians, Hispanics, and other people of faith have 
traveled to the site of El Santuario to ask for healing for 
themselves and others, and to offer prayers of peƟƟon 
and of thanksgiving for favors received. Following a long 
tradiƟon of miraculous shrines, El Santuario is now one of 
the most important Catholic pilgrimage centers in the 
United States  

The NaƟonal Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help, New 
Franken, Wisconsin 

The NaƟonal Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help is the first 
and only approved Marian appariƟon site in the United 
States. To this day, Champion Shrine conƟnues to be a 
place of refuge and peace for thousands of pilgrims who 
travel here to pray for help and healing through the inter-
cession of Our Lady of Good Help.  

SAT., August 9 
     4:30   +  Thomas Hauser — Stephanie McNamara 
 

SUN.,  August 10 
     7:00   +  Peter Clarke — Family 
     8:30   +  Eleanor Bruckmann — The Keener Family 
  11:00    People of St. Mary 
 

MON., August 11 
     9:00    +  Laszlo Doery — Michael Doery 
   

TUES., August 12 
    9:00     +  Dolores Fiedler — Family 
 

WED., August 13 
    9:00    +  George Buchanan — The Wakeman Family 
 

THU.,  August 14 
   9:00     + Charlene Reis — Husband Joe 
   5:30     +  Steve Oldham — Bob & Deb Nelson 
 

FRI.,  August 15 
     7:00   +  Jon Scolpino — Kate Fitzgerald 
     9:00   +  Sr. Alberta Sheridan — The MacGregor Family 
 

SAT., August 16 
     9:00   +  Mary Legnard — Mary & Kevin Tita 
     4:30   People of St. Mary 
 

SUN.,  August 17 
     7:00   +  Frank Briscoe — Family 
     8:30   +  John Beckert — Dave & Mary Fancher 
  11:00    +  James Hyland, Jr. — The Ruhl Family 
     



The flowers on the altar this week 
were donated  in memory of  

Richard Schlemmer from his wife 
Judy for his birthday on 8/16 

Because of the lack of attendance,  FIRST SUNDAY 
ADORATION will be discontinued for the summer 
and will be revisited in the Fall.  Saturday Adoration 
at 3pm will continue.  

The ST. MARY MEN'S MINISTRY group meets on 
Saturdays from 7:00 AM to 8:30 AM in Father 
McGivney Hall, followed by the 9:00 AM Saturday 
Mass.  For more information, Deacon Eric Keener at 
dnkeener@diobpt.org.  

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP provides a 
prayerful experience of mutual support and comfort 
for those who are confronting the loss of a loved 
one.  Our upcoming zoom meeting is on September 
6. If you wish to attend, please call the parish office 
at 744-5777 and ask that a group facilitator call you 
with more information.  

If you would like to dedicate ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of a loved one at weekend Masses, call the 
Parish Office at (203)744-5777. Donation would be 
$150 and your loved one’s name will appear in the 
bulletin. 

If you would like the SANCTUARY CANDLE to be lit 
for your departed loved one, we shall publish your 
loved one’s name in the bulletin and the priest, while 
in the sacristy, will pray for the repose of their soul for 
7 days.  The stipend is $10.  Call the office to make 
arrangements. 

PARISH VOCATION MINISTRY - This Monday is 
the Feast of St John Vianney, Patron Saint of Parish 
Priests. Please thank our priests and pray with the 
parish vocation ministry for all our priests!  

AROUND THE PARISH 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Sunday, August 10 
12:15pm Baptism  

 

Monday, August 11 
 8:20am Rosary 

 

Tuesday, August 12 
     8:20am Rosary 

 

Wednesday, August 13 
8:20am Rosary 

 

Thursday, August 14 
 8:20am Rosary 

6:30pm Mysteries of the Rosary 
 

Friday, August 15 
8:20am Rosary 

 

Saturday, August 16 
8:20am Rosary 

3:00pm Adoration 
3:00pm Confessions 

 

Sunday, August 17 
12:15pm  Baptism 

Offertory for the Weekend of August 2/3, 2025 

CollecƟon:  $8,121.00     On-Line Giving:  $5,048 .00 

Offertory for the Weekend of  August 3/4, 2024 

   CollecƟon:  $7,763.00      On-Line Giving:  $4,903.00  

Thank you for your generosity! 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
 

I— John Thomas Dolan & Ashley Marie Tineo 

HELP NEEDED 

As our last volunteer moved away, we are in need of 
someone to wash and press the altar cloths.  The 
task would be once a month and we would instruct 
you how to do it.  There is a liƩle catching up to do 
and it’s up to you whether you want to do it at home 
or at the Church.  Please call the Parish Office at 
(203) 744-5777.  Thank you! 



St. Mary Religious Education 
24 Dodgingtown Road                          

Bethel, CT   06801 
203-743-4557 

  
Go to stmarybethel.org 

and click on the Religious Education 
tab to fill out the necessary forms. 
You can also pick up a hard copy in 

the vestibule of the Church. 
Beginning the week of June 15 the Religious 
Ed office in closed. Please call in (203)743-
4557 to  leave a message will be answered 

in a timely manner. 

THE	POPE’S	INTENTIONS	FOR	THE	MONTH	OF															
AUGUST 

For mutual coexistence  Let us pray that socieƟes where 
coexistence seems more difficult might not succumb to 
the temptaƟon of confrontaƟon for ethnic, poliƟcal, reli-
gious, or ideological reasons.  





Prayer for Natural Disasters 

In Psalm 46, we read these words of en-
couragement and comfort: “God is our 

refuge and strength, an ever-present help 
in distress .” 

Almighty God, Creator, and preserver of 
our world. We ask you to hear our humble 

prayers for all those afflicted by storms, 
flooding, fires, and heat. 

Protect both life and property and in your 
mercy, bring relief to all affected areas. 

Heal those broken in body and spirit. Pro-
tect all those who are most vulnerable. 

Turn the hearts of all to you, the God of all 
comfort. 
AMEN. 

The Knights of Columbus are a Catholic men's 
fraternal ministry. Charit is the first principle 
of the Knights of Columbus, and we are Cath-

olic men of faith and men of charitable ac-
Ɵon.    If you are at least 18 years of age, we 
invite you to join us. Email knightsofcolum-

bus48-bethelct for more informaƟon. Like us 
on Facebook.com/Pavia48!     

ST MARY’S SCRIPTURE STUDY LOOKS AHEAD 

TO ITS FALL SERIES 

Propelled by the desire to explore their Faith 
and know God more deeply, members of St 
Mary’s Scripture Study group have been parƟci-
paƟng in a guided pro-gram that examines the 
Word of God as revealed in the Old and New 
Testament.  New parƟcipants are welcome.  

The program consists of 8-10 week sessions in 
the Spring and Fall.  Each cluster focuses on a 
parƟcular theme. To date, these have included 
Mary: The Bible and the Mother of God,  Eucha-
rist: Discovering the Mass in the Bible, and most 
recently God: The Mystery of the Trinity in the 
Bible.    

Each session lasts approximately one hour and 
consists of a 30-45 minute video lecture by Cath-
olic biblical scholars, followed by an opportunity 
for brief discussion.  The lectures are engaging, 
enlightening, and thought provoking.  Although 
the sessions build upon one another, you do not 
need to aôend every session to benefit.  The pro-
gram is not aimed at “Bible Scholars”; it is valua-
ble for anyone who wishes to expand their un-
derstanding and increase their love of God.  

Stay tuned for informaƟon about dates, Ɵmes, 
and study topics for the Fall.   

ParƟcipant Remarks: 

∙ “I was surprised to find that there was so 
much more depth to things that I had heard and 
read many Ɵmes-- single words took on whole 
new meanings. 

∙ “This class informed us about the connecôon 
be-tween the Old and New Testaments, especial-
ly as the Old Testament predicƟons were fulfilled 
through Jesus.” 



AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Are you being called to a deeper understanding of 
Faith and Truth? Do you think you  might want to 
be a Lay Dominican? Come follow in the footsteps 
of St. Dominic through prayer, study, community 
and apostolate.  Our Lady of Fatima, Lay Fraterni-
ty of St. Dominic is growing!  Please join us for our 
Open House/Inquiry on Monday, September 22 @ 
7pm, St. Theresa Church, 5301 Main Street, 
Trumbull in the lower Parish Center.  For more in-
formation, call, text or email our Formation Direc-
tor, Mrs.  Michelle Rowe, OP., 203-218-6882; 
orapronobis20@gmail.com. 

BROTHERHOOD IN ACTION  Thank you for your 
generous support of the Brotherhood in Action. 
The generous donations of the people of St. 
Mary’s makes it possible for our organization to 
exist and be able to give those in our community a 
sense of hope for happy holidays and year-round. 
If you wish to continue to help our mission 
throughout the year,  monetary donations may be 
sent to:  Brotherhood in Action, P.O. Box 582, 
Bethel, CT.  06801.  Thank you again for your  
generosity!! 

DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT PROJECT RA-
CHEL MINISTRY – Jesus Keeps on Loving You, 
No Matter What  The Diocese of Bridgeport’s Pro-
ject Rachel Ministry is here to help you. For confi-
dential assistance or information on upcoming 
events, please contact Maureen at 203-416-1619 
or projectrachel@diobpt.org. There is hope after 
abortion.  

MALTA HOUSE is the only transitional living pro-
gram in the state of Connecticut where a mom can 
stay with her baby for long-term support and a 
"hand-up" as she journeys to independence and 
hope.  We need your help… Since opening our 
doors in 1998, we have welcomed over 700 moth-
ers and babies to our home.  But we’re not done 
yet. We are always looking for new volunteers to 
join our team! Please consider volunteering with 
us and making a difference in the lives of mothers 
and babies.  If you are interested in lending your 
skills and sharing your heart with our moms and 
babies, please contact Claudia Escalante at ces-
calante@maltahouse.org. 

The ANDY MCGANN COMHALTAS BRANCH 
AND THE DANBURY LAOH are presenting their 
annual Mass to honor Our Lady of Knock on Sat-
urday, August 16th at 11 am at St. Peter's R.C. 
Church, 104 Main Street in Danbury, CT.  Music 
and readings will be in Irish and English.  All are 
invited to attend!  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun.:   Wis 18:6-9 Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22 Heb 11:1-2, 8-
  19 or 11:1-2, 8-12 Lk 12:32-48 or Lk 12:35-40  

Mon.:    Dt 10:12-22 Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 Mt 17:22-27  

Tues.:  Dt 31:1-8 Dt 32:3-4ab, 7, 8, 9 and 12 Mt 18:1-5, 10, 
  12-14  

Wed.:  Dt 34:1-12 Ps 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17 Mt 18:15-20  

Thu:       Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17 Ps 114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 Mt 18:21
  –19:1  

Fri.:     Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 1 Cor 
  15:20-27 Lk 1:39-56  

Sat.:    Jos 24:14-29 Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 11 Mt 19:13-15  

Sun.:   Jer 38:4-6, 8-10 Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 Heb 12:1-4 Lk 12:49
  -53  



LITURGY  

Adult Acolyte Provide adult altar service at funerals and memorial 
services. Rectory Office (203) 744 - 5777  
Altar Server Support the community in the Church’s weekly liturgi-
cal celebraƟons. Father Andrew LaFleur FrLaFleur@diobpt.org  
Lector Proclaim the scriptures and read the peƟƟons at Mass. Mrs. 
Susan Dolan (203) 744 - 5777  
EucharisƟc Minister Assist in the distribuƟon of Holy Communion 
on weekdays and Sundays. Mrs. Susan Dolan (203) 744 - 5777  
Usher Assist with greeƟng, seaƟng, and the collecƟon at Mass and 
services. Rectory Office  
Cantors/Choir Lead and assist in the music for the 11am Mass and 
major feasts through the year. Mr. Michael Ferrari mu-
sic.saintmary@gmail.com  
Youth Choir Grade 2+ - will develop vocal skills and musicianship 
through the singing of chants, hymns and psalms at Masses and 
special events. Youthchoir.st.mary@gmail.com. (Leanna Hinger)  

YOUTH  
CrossRoads  Middle School Youth Group Join youths (grades 6-8) in 
the early formaƟve years of their faith by parƟcipaƟng in regular 
meeƟngs, prayer, and social acƟviƟes. Chaperones and adult aides 
welcome (must have completed Virtus Training).  Ms. Rosie Lifreiri 
& Mr. Tom Reese stmarycrossroads@gmail.com  
UNITED  High School Youth Group  (St. Mary - St. Joseph - St. Rose 
parishes)  Join other youths (grades 9-12) in the effort to grow in 
their relaƟonships with Christ and their Catholic Faith, parƟcipate in 
opportuniƟes for service, fun and games, and fellowship. Chaper-
ones and adult aides welcome (must have completed Virtus Train-
ing).  Mr. Renzo Ortega  (203) 240-8059  

COMMUNITY  
Bereavement Support Group  Offers a prayerful experience of mu-
tual support and consolaƟon for those who are confronƟng the 
difficulƟes of losing a loved one.  Rectory Office   
Faith and Family Nights/Social CommiƩee  Join in and assist at 
various celebraƟons and social events of the Church year.  Rectory 
Office  
Men’s Ministry  Join other Catholic men in a posiƟve ChrisƟan fel-
lowship and learn ways to beƩer strengthen one’s personal faith 
journey. Deacon Eric Keener  dnkeener@diobpt.org  
Women of Faith/Walking with Purpose  A women’s ministry dedi-
cated to offering a variety of acƟviƟes for spiritual growth, fellow-
ship, support, and outreach.  Mrs. Caroline LaFleur  
la_fleur@sbcglobal.net  
Knights of Columbus  Promote fraternal Ɵes among other Catholic 
Men and parƟcipate in various charitable acƟviƟes both at the 
Church and in the local community.  Mr. Lang Reese  gkofpa-
via@gmail.com  
Ave Maria - Young Adults  Where card games, Wii Tourneys, drinks 
and appeƟzers meet adoraƟon, rosary, and catechesis.  Fr. Andrew 
LaFleur   frlafleur@diobpt.org  
Just Desserts  Help in the catering of baked goods  and treats  for 
parish celebraƟons.  Rectory Office  
Book Club  ST. MARY BOOK GROUP welcomes all adults! “Spiritual 
reading has made many saints." (St. Josemaria Escriva).  Rectory 
Office  

SERVICE  
Homebound EucharisƟc Ministers  Bring Communion to the home-
bound and those in local nursing homes. Rectory Office  
MaƩhew 25:35  Provides meals for either groups outside of parish 
(ex, Dorothy Day) or for families in need within the parish. Rectory 
Office   
Parish Hospitality CommiƩee/Photographers  Volunteer to help set 
up, serve, and clean up for Parish recepƟons. Record events in 
church or photography of events. Rectory Office  
Prayer Line  Prayer society that receives intenƟons and prays regu-
larly for them.  Mrs. Maggie Kent Mrs. Deana Chamberlin  (203) 731 
- 4738 (203) 482 - 7149  
Pro-Life CommiƩee that strives to build a culture of life, upholding 
and promoƟng the dignity of human life.  Rectory Office  
Altar Linen CommiƩee  Provide regular care for the various linens 
used at Mass.  Rectory Office   
St. Martha Cleaning Society  Assist in the regular cleaning and up-
keep of the Church. Rectory Office   
Rectory Volunteer Aides  Assist the rectory staff with mass mailings 
and various projects.  Rectory Office  
Prayer Shawl and Baby Blanket Making Ministry  Mary Ferri 203-
743-4557  
Religious ArƟcles Store & Catholic Book Fair  One weekend in both 
the Fall & the Spring, as well as Christmas, to help with the distribu-
Ɵon of religious goods for purchase.  Mrs. Maggie Kent (203) 743 - 
4557  

EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS   
Religious EducaƟon Catechist  Share the Catholic Faith with the 
children of our parish.  Mrs. Mary Ferri  (203) 743 - 4557  
RCIA Catechist/RCIA Sponsor Accompany and share the faith with 
those seeking to join the Catholic Church or complete their sacra-
ments.  Deacon Eric Keener  (203) 744-5777  
Missionaries to the Family & Mysteries of the Rosary  Mission to 
support revitalizing the domesƟc church within our families. Catech-
esis & programming to help you live out holiness in your marriage 
and home.  Santos Oyola and Juliana Restrepo  
julyres@hotmail.com  
Pre-BapƟsm PreparaƟon  Help teach parents and Godparents of 
their responsibiliƟes to prepare for BapƟsm.  Rectory Office   
VocaƟons Ministry  prays for, encourages, educates and accompa-
nies those discerning any vocaƟon to which God is calling them.  
Father LaFleur  FrLaFleur@diobpt.org  
Adult Faith FormaƟon Series  Join in ongoing adult faith formaƟon 
to deepen our understanding and appreciaƟon of the Catholic Faith.  
Shani Burke-Specht  (203)744-5777  
Parish VocaƟon Ministry prays for, encourages those in their voca-
Ɵon, accompanies those discerning their vocaƟon, celebrates all 
vocaƟons and educates youth and adults about the beauty of the 
Catholic vocaƟons of sacramental marriage and family, the priest-
hood, diaconate and the religious life.   
Mike Roberts telecom0711@gmail.com.  

MINISTRIES AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 


