July 18 - 19, 2026
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Readings

First Reading

A Reading from Isaiah

Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:

| am the Lord; | have called you in righteousness;
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;

| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,

to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.

(pause)

Reader: Word of God, word of Life.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



Second Reading

A Reading from Romans

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.

For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,

but you received a spirit of adoption.

When we cry, “Abba! Father!”

it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit

that we are children of God,

and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ,

if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

(pause)

Reader: Word of God, word of Life.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



Gospel

A Proclamation of the Holy Gospel According to Matthew

Jesus put before them another parable:

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone

who sowed good seed in his field,

but while everybody was asleep

an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away.
So when the plants came up and bore grain,

then the weeds appeared as well.

And the slaves of the householder came and said to him,

‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?

Where, then, did these weeds come from?’

He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’

The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’

Jesus left the crowds and went into the house.

And his disciples approached him, saying,

“‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”

He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;

the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
the weeds are the children of the evil one,

and the enemy who sowed them is the deuvil;

the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.

Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire,

so will it be at the end of the age.

The Son of Man will send his angels,

and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sinand all evildoers,
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire,

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Let anyone with ears listen!

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ..



