
Reading for Pleasure

Welcome



To develop reading at home

To understand how to 
develop a culture of 

reading for pleasure at 
home

To understand how to 
support your child to 

develop their 
reading at home 

Aims of this workshop



Play me

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4Nf0Hcuv4Y


What memories do you have of reading at home 
as a child?



● Being able to read is one of the most important factors in children’s life 
chances - reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for 
children’s educational success than their family’s socio-economic status

● Reading can give opportunities to strengthen self esteem and develop as an 
individual.

● By seeing your own skin colour or someone of the same sex in text or image, can 
be an important part of building identity .

● The experience of reading and storytelling can provide support , comfort and joy 
- sharing a reading experience can be pure relaxation and fun .

Reading is so important because …



The Simple View of Reading 

The more you hear your 
child read, the more you’ll 
understand what type of 
reader they are and how 

you can best support 
them. 



Y5&6EYFS

Phonics
Word reading

Prosody

Y1&2 Y3&4

Comprehension.
What do they understand?

Develop a range of comprehension skills.
Talk about what they read.

Developing as a reader

Fluency

Choose books based on what the 
cover looks like and what interests 

them. Say if they liked it.
Read a wider range of books by different authors, try 

out different genres and make comparisons.



The different elements for fluency



What does fluent reading sound like?

This is a child reading at the 
standard for the end of Year 2.

Asking questions as you read
● Prompting ‘What does that word say?’
● What do you think will happen now?
● So, what has happened so far?
● What kind of dragon is? Why do you think that? 

●

What did you notice about the girl's reading?
What did the teacher do?

https://youtu.be/HXfgMv5hTrs


● Your child brings home a Little Wandle book or a colour 
band book. 

● Your child should be able to read this book with some 
challenge - you might need to support with reading or 
understanding some of the words 

● The level of challenge should be enough to help them to 
develop their reading fluency and understanding.

● Build your child’s reading into your daily routine.

Reading the books your child brings home from 
school

Y1 & Y2: 10-15 minutes
Y3 & Y4: up to 20 minutes

Y5&Y6: minimum 20 minutes - develop habits of an 
independent reader



Supporting your child before, during and after they 
reading● Make reading enjoyable: Sit with your child and take an interest. If they don’t want to 

read- share the book or read to them first.
● Be positive:  If your child says something nearly right, prompt with “nearly- let's check 

together”.  Boost your child’s confidence with praise for even the smallest achievement. 
● Success is the key:  Parents anxious for a child to progress can mistakenly give a child a 

book that is too difficult.  This does actually discourages reading for pleasure.  
● Maintain the flow:  If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt immediately.  

Instead, allow opportunity for the child to self correct and fix it up themselves.  
● Regular practice: Aim to read to and with your child every day.  ‘Little and often’ is best.  

Listening to a child read is a parent/carer responsibility.  
● Communicate with the school: Your child has a reading record from school.  Try to 

communicate regularly with positive comments and any concerns.  Your child will then 
know that you are interested in their progress and that you value reading.

● Develop your questions:  Use the prompt sheet provided to help.



Making it a Routine - Keep it Simple

1. Before reading : “What do you think this book will be about?”
2. During reading : “What do you think will happen next?”
3. When you come across a tricky word : “What could help you 

work it out?”
4. After reading : “Tell me what happened.”
5. To finish: “What did you enjoy most about the book?”

A helpful tip: Give your child time to think before answering. If they 
are unsure, look back at the words or pictures together. Praise their 
effort and encourage them to explain their ideas.

Two or three thoughtful questions during a short reading  
session is enough.



Start early and have a 
routine: start reading to 
your child from an early 
age. This can be in English 
or another home language. 

How to develop a culture of reading for pleasure at home
You read to your child. Your child listens to enjoy.

Visit the library: use the 
public / school library to 
choose books that you can 
read to them and books that 
they want to read to 
themselves.  Variety is 
important.

The importance of a 
bedtime story: in 
research, children talk 
about their enjoyment 
of a bedtime story and 
this is a key factor in 
developing a love of 
reading.A child is never too old for you to read to them.  



Find a space to read to 
your child.

How will you show that 
you’re enjoying reading to 

them?

Let’s try out what we’ve discussed in the school 
library

Look at the books 
together.

Which books look 
interesting? 

Which book do you want 
to read?

Listen to your child read.
Praise and encourage 

them.
Use the prompt sheet to 
try out some questions. 



Thank you for giving up your time today

What are you going to do as a result of this 
workshop?

Remember, the sooner you start, the more 
likely it is to become a routine.  



Ideas for bedtime reading:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

