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Welcome to Our Summer 
Newsletter.

It has been a very successful 
and busy year for Military 
Family Support. Over the past 
year and a half since General 
Howgill stepped down from 
the Chairmanship, I have 
focused on reorganizing the 

organization to prepare for the future and to transition it into 
its next phase. As part of that reorganization, we experienced 
a major change in our Board of Trustees and Advisors, 
reducing from fifteen to nine members, along with turnover 
in several staff positions. I believe we’ve now completed 
that transition, and with that, I will be stepping down as 
Chairman and returning to my primary role as Chairperson 
of the JROTC and Youth Leadership Programs.

It is my pleasure to welcome our new President and 
Chairman, Janet Taylor, USN (F), a long-time Tampa Bay 
area resident and active member of the American Legion. 
Janet will officially assume her duties on August 1, 2025. 
Congratulations, Janet!

This year has been incredibly rewarding in our ongoing 
support of military families and cadets. Through our 
various programs, we’ve supported over 145 JROTC 
cadets to date. We’ve provided assistance to military 
families through our scholarship program and trade 
school grants, and presented JROTC Leadership Awards 
to students at every grade level in high school. We were 
honored to recognize the Hillsborough County Cadet of 
the Year, and our new partnership with the Youth Civic 
Patriotic Leadership Program has gotten off to a strong 
start, with several students qualifying for the National 
Youth Civics Conference. We’ve continued our support 
for the Veteran Honor Flight Program to Washington, 
D.C., and sustained our annual contributions to My 
Warrior’s Place and Dogs Inc.

From The Desk of The Chairman
Sadly, this past year we lost two beloved board members 
and donors of Military Family Support, Barbara Lauer and 
Barbara Amato. Our thoughts and prayers remain with their 
families. They are deeply missed.

Targan Wehye-Jones, our Outreach and Financial Manager, 
has moved on to start her own business but will remain as 
a consultant for MFS Career Development Grant program. 
She has been tremendously helpful in transitioning her 
responsibilities and we are grateful for her years of service 
and commitment to MFS. Thank you, Targan.

Tom Hart has assumed the role of Scholarship Chairman 
following the passing of Barbara Lauer. Together with 
Targan, he successfully transitioned our scholarship 
application process to an online system. This year, we were 
proud to award thirteen scholarships to a truly outstanding 
group of students. Tom also launched a new initiative to 
support twenty-five cadets attending a State Patriotic Youth 
Leadership Conference, and three students at a National 
Youth Civics Summit.

Advisor Colonel (Ret.) Sam Taylor took on the role of 
Committee Chair for New Projects and launched our 
Patriotic Youth Education Program. Jerry Brockmeier 
accepted the position of Treasurer and now serves on the 
Executive Committee. Lee Kermode assumed duties as 
Vice Chairman and was instrumental in guiding us through 
the recent reorganization.

And, of course, a very special thank you goes to Kristen 
Small, our Office Manager. Kristen is the glue that holds 
this organization together, and she has done so with 
determination and grace learning the role as she went.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this year’s 
success. We look forward to continuing our mission of 
supporting veterans, military families and youth leaders in 
the years to come.
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JROTC – Youth Leadership Conference Summary 

MFS JROTC Project in 2025 expanded its reach to include 
the Youth Leadership Conference for tuition support of 
Hillsborough County JROTC cadets. The Conference 
was held April 2–5 at the Warren Willis Conference 
Center, the 2025 YLC welcomed 43 students, including 
25 MFS tuition funded JROTC recipients. Tuition was 
$350 per JROTC student, totaling $8,750. Students 

represented 11 Hillsborough County high schools and 
the Naval Sea Cadet Corps. All MFS tuition supported 
students were high school juniors with three years of 
JROTC. Applications were submitted via DocuSign, and 
the MFS logo appeared on all materials. An additional 
$1,200 supported three Hillsborough County JROTC 
cadets attending the 2025 National Youth Civic Summit.

Hello Eagle Readers,

This year has been filled with 
meaningful progress in my role as 
Office Manager and main point of 
contact here at Freedom Plaza. I’ve 
truly enjoyed getting to know the 
residents and staff, your warmth and 

support make this work even more rewarding. My door 
is always open if you’d like to stop by and chat!  As I 
near two years in this role, I continue to find purpose 
and pride in serving military veterans and their families. 
One major milestone this year was launching our online 
scholarship program. We received 58 applications from 
across Florida, an impressive group of high school 
seniors and JROTC cadets. Our committee of five judges 
selected 13 outstanding recipients, featured in this 
edition of The Eagle. We’re also proud of the growth 

Post from the Program/Office Manager

in our Career Development Grant Program, which 
supports those entering the trade and vocational fields, 
an essential and promising path for many.  Additionally, 
our Honor Flight Guardian Program has taken off this 
year. MFS guardians have had the incredible opportunity 
to accompany veterans to Washington, D.C. to visit 
memorials built in their honor. It’s a moving experience 
and a beautiful way to give back.
Looking ahead, we’re preparing for some exciting events, 
including our annual MFS/Veterans Day celebration in 
November. Be sure to keep an eye out for more details!  
Again, “Thank You” for your continued generosity and 
support. We couldn’t do this without you. Wishing you a 
wonderful rest of the summer and a bright, beautiful fall!
	 Warmly,
	 Kristen Small

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯Scan QR CodeScan QR Code
for Websitefor Website
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Adrielle Costa: Adrielle is the top recipient 
of the $12,000 Military Family Support 
Scholarship, awarded in memory of George 
& Mimi Frank. She graduated from Mariner 
High School as Valedictorian and Brigade 
Commander, earning a remarkable 5.56 GPA 
and an Associate’s Degree in General Studies. 
She plans to pursue Biomedical Engineering 
at Florida SouthWestern State College before 
transferring to Duke University. A committed 

leader and community servant, Adrielle has completed over 430 
volunteer hours through JROTC events, the local VFW, and community 
initiatives. She earned the Legion of Valor Award, the highest distinction 
for a JROTC cadet, and consistently made the Superintendent’s List 
while actively participating in multiple honor societies. As a two-year 
drill team commander, she led her team to district, state, and national 
competitions for the first time in five years. In addition to her academic 
and leadership success, Adrielle is also a talented fashion designer, 
having won several county-level art awards. She credits JROTC with 
shaping her leadership and discipline and is deeply grateful for the 
opportunities made possible by this scholarship.

Jorge Alberto Mendoza Jr:  Jorge graduated 
from Newsome High School with a strong 
dedication to the Army JROTC program, where 
he consistently demonstrated exceptional 
leadership. He actively participated in battalion 
events, community service projects, and school 
activities, balancing his responsibilities with 
remarkable discipline and commitment. His 
efforts extended beyond leadership—he also 
excelled academically, earning an impressive 

5.25 weighted GPA. Jorge has been accepted to the University of South 
Florida, where he plans to major in Statistics and join the Army ROTC program. 
His long-term goal is to commission as a U.S. Army officer, continuing to 
lead and serve his country with honor and integrity. In recognition of his 
achievements, service, and leadership potential, Jorge was selected as a 
recipient of the $12,000 Military Family Support Scholarship, awarded in 
memory of COL Barbara D. Gray and LTC Helen E. Price.

McCoy Tootle: McCoy is a standout graduate 
of Newsome High School and a four-year 
leader in the Army JROTC program, where he 
ranked in the top 5% of 176 cadets. Known for 
his professionalism and discipline, he earned 
the Wolfpack Battalion Best Dressed Award 
and placed 2nd in the 2024 Best Raider 
Competition. In 2023, he further demonstrated 
his commitment to service by completing the 
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue Summer 

Youth Fire Academy. A dedicated scholar-athlete, McCoy maintained 
a 4.88 District GPA, served as captain of Newsome’s Track & Field 
team, and received an Academic Varsity Letter for his performance both 
in and out of the classroom. He will attend Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, where he plans to study Aeronautical Science, participate 
in ROTC and athletics, and pursue his goal of becoming a commercial 
airline pilot. In recognition of his leadership, academic excellence, and 
service, McCoy has been awarded the $10,000 Military Family Support 
Scholarship, given in memory of MG Joseph D. and Christine F. Caldera. 

Sophia Pergola: Sophia recently graduated 
from Newsome High School and will attend 
the University of Florida, where she plans 
to major in Data Science with the goal of 
pursuing a career in artificial intelligence. A 
top academic performer, she maintained a 
6.8 District GPA and ranks in the top 3% of 
her senior class. Sophia is a 7-time national 
qualifier in Public Forum Debate and served as 
President of Newsome’s Speech and Debate 

Club, demonstrating strong leadership and communication skills. She 
also competed in math bowls, reflecting her passion for analytical 
thinking. Beyond academics, Sophia was a dedicated member of the 
varsity swim team and played viola in the school orchestra. She has also 
worked for the past two years as a kennel technician at Bloomingdale  
Animal Hospital, successfully balancing school, extracurriculars, and 
part-time work.  In recognition of her accomplishments and dedication, 
Sophia was awarded the $10,000 Military Family Support Scholarship, 
given in memory of Helene and Bert Ison. 

Hailey Szymanski: Hailey Szymanski is a 
proud graduate of Sickles High School, where 
she earned a 5.36 District GPA. A swimmer, 
violinist, and adventurer, Hailey is also one 
of the first young women to earn the rank of 
Eagle Scout in Scouts BSA. She has swum 
competitively for two teams, worked as a 
lifeguard and camp counselor, and developed 
a deep passion for music over seven years 
of playing the violin. Her scouting experiences 

shaped her love for exploration and leadership. Hailey will attend Florida 
State University, beginning her studies abroad in Valencia, Spain, as an 
English major. She plans to pursue law school and is the recipient of a 
$4,000 Military Family Support Scholarship, awarded in memory of I. 
Lucille Purviance.

Military Family Support

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
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Addison Higgins: Addison is a recent 
graduate of Martin County High School, 
where she was an active member of the 
National Honor Society and the Green Club. 
Deeply committed to community service, 
she has participated in numerous volunteer 
efforts, including fostering animals, a cause 
especially meaningful to her. This fall, Addison 
will attend the Savannah College of Art and 
Design (SCAD) at the Atlanta campus, where 

she plans to major in Film and Television/Acting, with minors in Fashion 
Design and Photography. With a strong creative drive and clear vision 
for her future, she is excited to pursue a career in the arts. Addison 
extends her heartfelt thanks to Military Family Support for helping her 
take the next step toward achieving her dreams. She is the recipient of 
the $6,000 Military Family Support Scholarship, awarded in memory of 
Clayton and Lily Keyser. 

Jesseudi Marcelino: Jesseudi is a distin-
guished graduate of East Bay High School, 
recognized for her exceptional leadership, 
academic excellence, and service. She served 
as company commander and was selected as 
one of the “Top 3” leaders of the East Bay 
Indian Battalion, where she earned the title 
of East Bay “Cadet of the Year.” As JROTC 
drill team captain and student government 
president, Jesseudi inspired others with her 

discipline and initiative. She founded the school’s data analysis club, 
The Order of the Arrow, and launched a local South Shore magazine, 
showcasing her creativity and drive. With a 6.72 District GPA, she also 
led the Math Bowl team and is a member of both the National Honor 
Society and Science National Honor Society. Jesseudi will attend the 
University of Florida and is the proud recipient of the $4,000 Military 
Family Support Scholarship, awarded in memory of Marvin & Carolyn 
Peterson. She plans to continue her journey as a scholar and leader, 
committed to making a lasting impact in her community and beyond.

Andy Seeley: Andy is a distinguished graduate 
of Mariner High School, known for his strong 
leadership, service, and academic dedication. 
He was actively involved in varsity football, 
powerlifting, Future Farmers of America, 
Robotics, the Drones Team, and American 
Legion Boys State, while also serving as 
Senior Class Vice President and a member of 
the Principal’s Advisory Committee. During his 
four years in JROTC, Andy rose to the position 

of 1st Battalion Commander, where he organized physical training, team-
building events, and led community service efforts for over 600 cadets. 
He is also a proud member of the Math Honor Society, National Technical 
Honor Society, and Scabbard and Blade Honor Society, reflecting his 
well-rounded commitment to leadership and academics. Andy will attend 
Norwich University this fall on a three-year Army ROTC Scholarship, 
majoring in Civil Engineering and pursuing a commission as a U.S. 
Army officer. In recognition of his achievements and dedication, he was 
awarded a $12,000 Military Family Support Scholarship.

Chloe Roby:  Chloe is a proud graduate 
of Yulee High School in Nassau County, 
where she excelled in leadership, service, 
and academics. A committed member of the 
Yulee High Marching Band, Chloe played 
snare drum and served as Percussion 
Captain, a role that sparked her passion for 
leadership. She went on to serve as President 
of the National Honor Society and Vice 
President of both the Interact Rotary Club and 

the Beta Club, using these roles to lead and give back to her school 
and community. This fall, Chloe will attend the University of Florida to 
study Aerospace Engineering. Inspired by her father’s service in the 
Marine Corps, she plans to follow in his footsteps by commissioning as 
a Marine Corps officer and aviator. Her long-term goal is to lead and 
mentor others, especially encouraging young women to pursue careers 
in STEM and the military. In recognition of her achievements and future 
aspirations, Chloe has been awarded the $12,000 Military Family 
Support Scholarship, given in memory of Coy and Winifred Cowan.

Austin Matthews: Austin, a Tampa native 
and recent graduate of H.B. Plant High 
School, will attend Florida State University 
this fall to study Business and participate in 
the Air Force ROTC program. He graduated 
with an impressive 5.69 District GPA, 
reflecting his strong commitment to academic 
excellence. Throughout high school, Austin 
was an active member of the cross-country 
team, serving as team captain and leading 

by example. He also played a key role in Air Force JROTC, where he 
rose to Group Commander, the unit’s highest cadet leadership position. 
In this role, he managed unit operations, oversaw cadet development, 
and led recruitment and mentoring initiatives. Austin also coordinated 
community service through the JROTC honor society, led more than 
75 flag details, and participated in numerous high-profile color guard 
events, contributing over 50 hours of volunteer service. In addition to 
his academic and leadership responsibilities, Austin has worked part-
time since 10th grade, showcasing a strong work ethic and dedication 
to service. He is the recipient of a $12,000 Military Family Support 
Scholarship, awarded in fond memory of LTC Phyllis H. Ferguson.

Grayson Tibbett: Grayson, a recent graduate 
of Land O’ Lakes High School, completed the 
challenging International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Program and thrived in a rigorous academic 
environment. He was actively involved 
in Model United Nations, National Honor 
Society, Spanish Honor Society, Science 
Honor Society, and the Chess Club. Outside 
the classroom, Grayson earned the rank 
of Eagle Scout, was recognized as an AP 

Scholar with Distinction, and represented his community as a Florida 
Boys State delegate. These experiences reflect his strong leadership, 
civic engagement, and commitment to service. This fall, he will attend 
George Mason University, where he plans to pursue a double major in 
Political Science and Conflict Resolution on an accelerated Master’s 
track. Grayson’s long-term goals include law school or a career in public 
service, where he hopes to advocate for climate action, peacebuilding, 
and social equity. He is the recipient of a $4,000 Military Family Support 
Scholarship, awarded in memory of LTC Joseph Grazaff.
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Ella Welshans: Ella is a proud graduate 
of Steinbrenner High School, where she 
exemplified leadership, discipline, and a deep 
commitment to service. Growing up in a military 
family, Ella developed a strong foundation 
of resilience, adaptability, and patriotism 
from an early age. She played competitive 
soccer for 13 years, including seven years 
as team captain, where she learned to lead 
with integrity, teamwork, and a strong sense 

of responsibility. In addition to athletics, Ella was actively involved in 
JROTC and other leadership programs, where she sharpened her 
communication and problem-solving skills in high-pressure, team-
oriented environments. This fall, Ella will attend The Citadel, The Military 
College of South Carolina, on a Naval ROTC Marine Corps Scholarship. 
Her goal is to commission as a U.S. Marine Corps officer, where she 
hopes to lead by example and inspire others through dedicated service. 
In recognition of her achievements and future aspirations, Ella is the 
recipient of a $5,000 Military Family Support Scholarship, awarded in 
memory of the Lissa, Leary, and Faircloth families.

Malia Lo: Malia is a graduate of Mariner High 
School, where she stood out for her leadership, 
service, and academic achievement. A 
four-year varsity member of the Mariner 
Air Rifle Team, she also served as 2nd 
Battalion Commander in JROTC, leading and 
organizing events for more than 600 cadets. 
Her commitment to excellence extended 
beyond JROTC. Malia was actively involved 
in JLAB, Honor Guard, American Legion 

Girls State, and both the Principal’s and Superintendent’s Advisory 
Committees. She was also inducted into the Scabbard and Blade and 
National Technical Honor Societies, recognizing her dedication and 
performance. This fall, Malia will attend Florida SouthWestern State 
College, with plans to transfer to the University of South Florida to join 
their ROTC program. Her goal is to commission as a U.S. Army Officer 
and continue serving with integrity and purpose. Malia is the recipient of 
a $4,000 Military Family Support Scholarship, awarded in honor of Col. 
Luther Lloyd and in fond memory of his wife, Jeanne. 

MFS Donor / Scholarship Recognition Luncheon
This year’s Recognition Luncheon was a truly memorable 
event, drawing over 60 attendees. Military Family Support 
had the opportunity to share our mission, celebrate the 
impact of our work, and extend heartfelt thanks to our 
generous donors. We were especially honored to recognize 
five of our thirteen scholarship recipients, who attended 
with their families and had the chance to connect directly 
with board members, staff, and supporters. Donors enjoyed 
meeting the students, learning about their aspirations, 
and hearing more about MFS’s goals and future plans to 
enhance our programs. It was a meaningful afternoon of 
celebration, gratitude, and connection. We look forward to 

continuing this tradition, and we’re pleased to announce that 
the scholarship application will reopen on November 1st.
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Our JROTC Leadership Awards Medal Program continues 
to run smoothly. We are proud to support all 28 high school 
JROTC programs in Hillsborough County, presenting 
medals and certificates to cadets at all four levels of the 
curriculum, a distinction that makes us the only Veterans 
Service Organization (VSO) in the area offering this level 

JROTC Updates with Army Col (R)) Dale Vona
of consistent, comprehensive recognition. We are honored 
to be one of the few organizations that recognize the 
Hillsborough County Cadet of the Year, presenting a $500 
award at the annual ceremony to spotlight excellence in 
leadership, service, and academic achievement.
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Our Career Development Grant program continues to grow 
due to the support of Community Foundation managing 
Trusts and Annuities on our behalf for funding, and 
Targan Wehye-Jones tireless efforts to build a successful 
program. In late 2024, MFS awarded $7,450 for programs 
like Cosmetology, Microsoft Office Certification, and 
Cybersecurity. In 2025, we have awarded $14,394 so 
far, with one more grant pending bringing the expected 
total to $18,394. Supported fields include Diesel Tech, 

Career Development Update
Advanced Manufacturing, Lean Six Sigma, and Nursing 
prerequisites. Grants are paid directly to the program 
within 30 days of the start date, or earlier if a discount 
applies. Recipients have expressed heartfelt gratitude. 
We are also partnering with the Veteran Readjustment 
Counseling Center in Pasco County, the Bellini College 
of Cyber Security at USF and have built a relationship 
with the Mike Rows Works Foundation. 

Riley Glogowski
My name is Riley Glogowski, 
and I’m incredibly grateful to be 
a recipient of your scholarship. 
I’ve just completed my sec-
ond year at Nova Southeastern 
University, where I’m major-
ing in Marine Biology through 
the Halmos College of Arts 
and Sciences and the Honors 
College.  This past year brought 
so many incredible opportuni-
ties. I continued earning my PADI certifications, includ-
ing Nitrox and Rescue Diving, which have prepared me 
for future field research. I also had the chance to travel 
to the Pacific Northwest with my professor for a course 
on Marine Mammals, an unforgettable experience that in-
cluded visits to aquariums, NOAA research centers, and 
observation vessels. Thanks to my mom, I now have my 
own dive gear, which has allowed me to explore even 
more marine ecosystems across Florida. Through the 
Honors College, I took unique courses like Science in the 
News and Ancient Egyptian Religion and Magic, and I’ve 
built strong connections with faculty and peers through 
the Student Success Program.  While college life can be 
challenging, I truly love every second of it. I feel more 
confident than ever that I’m on the path to achieving my 
dream of becoming a marine biologist. Your support has 
made a real difference in helping me get here, and I can’t 
thank you enough for investing in my future.
	 With gratitude,
	 Riley Glogowski

Meredith Schlaefer
🎓This past spring, I proud-
ly graduated early Summa 
Cum Laude from Texas Tech 
University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Kinesiology! I’m 
deeply thankful to the Military 
Family Support organization 
for awarding me a scholarship 
that helped make this achieve-
ment possible. Your generosity 
lightened the financial burden 
and allowed me to focus fully on my education, something 
I’ll never take for granted. As a proud member of a military 
family, your support means the world to me. I’m honored 
to represent the values of service, resilience, and dedica-
tion as I take the next step forward. I’ve officially began 
applying to of Doctor Physical Therapy (DPT) programs, 
and I’m so excited to continue my journey toward helping 
others heal and thrive through movement.
Thank you again to Military Family Support for investing 
in my future. 🇺🇸🎓

STUDENTS UPDATES & APPRECIATION

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯
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STUDENTS UPDATES & APPRECIATION
Jackson Reese
I hope you are having a great 
summer, and thank you for 
the follow up.  I’m proud to 
share that my second semester 
grades earned me Gold Stars, 
which will be awarded in a 
special ceremony at the start 
of the 2025–2026 academic 
year. This is a reflection of 
the hard work and dedication 
it took to complete my first 
year as a cadet at The Citadel. 
From the first moments 
of “Challenge Week” in 
August to Recognition Day 
in March, earning my place 
in the South Carolina Corps 
of Cadets has been both 
incredibly challenging and 
rewarding. I’m truly grateful 
for the support of my family, my community, and especially 
the Military Family Support organization, whose financial 
assistance and encouragement helped me succeed.  See a 
few photos from this year: The Kelly Cup drill competition 
and Recognition Day’s Gauntlet (in OCPs)
This summer, I’m honored to be representing The Citadel at 
events in Washington, D.C. for the Army’s 250th Birthday 
(June 11–16). In July, I’ll be serving at Fort Knox, KY as 
OPFOR during Cadet Summer Training (CST). I’ll return 
to campus in August to begin my sophomore “Smack” year. 
Thank you again for your continued support—and a special 
thanks to COL Vona and everyone at Military Family 
Support. Your belief in me means more than I can express.
	 Very respectfully,
	 Jackson Reese

Trentonn Olsen
I’m doing fantastic after complet-
ing my first year at the University 
of South Florida! Attending USF 
and being part of the Army ROTC 
program has truly been the best 
experience I could have asked 
for. I’ve had the opportunity to 
make many new friends, both in-
side and outside of ROTC.  Some 
of the closest friendships have 
come from joining the Ranger 
Challenge Team this spring, after 
trying out earlier in the year. The 
team focuses on intense physical 
training to condition our bodies 
in a healthy way and push our strength to new levels. Being 
part of it has shown me that I’m far more capable physi-
cally and mentally than I ever imagined.
One of the highlights of the year was attending the ROTC 
Military Ball, a formal event that brought together cadets, 
cadre, and guests to celebrate our accomplishments and 
military traditions. It was a memorable evening that 
reminded me just how proud I am to be part of this program.  
Beyond the team and events, I’ve found a strong support 
system of friends and mentors in the ROTC program who 
have made my time at USF nothing short of incredible. I 
can’t wait to see what the next year brings!
	 Trentonn Olsen

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

“Thank you to our Military Family Support 
Scholarship Committee for your unwavering 
dedication and commitment to empowering 

military family students through education.”

Honor the brave men and women who have served our 
country with a sweet tribute this Veterans Day. The 
American Flag Cupcake Cake is a heartfelt centerpiece 
made up of individual cupcakes, thoughtfully arranged 
and decorated to resemble the stars and stripes of the 
U.S. flag.
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I’ve assembled some thoughts I’d 
like to share with you.  First, a little 
background about myself. I served 
as a B-47 bomber pilot in the 1950s 
with the Strategic Air Command 
(SAC). Our primary mission was to 
deter Russian aggression during the 
height of the Cold War. Much of my 
tour was spent at SAC bases along 
the western periphery of Europe, 
including time in England, Germany, 
and Spain.

Tom Hart, a Military Family 
Support (MFS) Board Member, had 
previously participated in an Honor 
Flight and spoke so enthusiastically 
about the experience that I was 
persuaded to join. Tom served as 
my guardian throughout the day, 
and I must say, the Honor Flight, 
for me, was truly the experience of 
a lifetime. While I had been aware 
of the program, I hadn’t realized 
just how inspiring and impactful it 
would be. It felt like opening the door to a deep sense of 
patriotism, something I had taken for granted but never 
fully grasped until that day. Although I had visited the 
Lincoln Memorial before, I had never seen the World War 
II Memorial, nor the Vietnam or Korean War Memorials, 
or visited Arlington National Cemetery. Seeing these 
landmarks up close left a powerful impression on me. 
I was overwhelmed by the sheer number of our fallen 
heroes, millions of lives given in service, and I was deeply 
moved by the magnitude of their sacrifice. Standing before 
the WWII Memorial, with its tributes, bronze bas-reliefs, 
statuary, and stirring acknowledgments of all branches 
of our military, I was awe-struck with reverence. I felt 
profound gratitude for those who have served and continue 
to serve, and appreciation for organizations like Military 
Family Support, whose sponsorship makes this incredible 
journey possible for veterans and their guardians. One of 
the most touching moments came during the return flight, 
when we were surprised with a “Mail Call” event. Each 
veteran received a packet of letters and cards from schools, 
clubs, and various organizations expressing thanks for our 
service. I opened 74 cards that night. Each one a heartfelt 
reminder of the support and appreciation we still receive. 
Finally, upon arriving back home at St. Petersburg Airport, 
we were welcomed with a triumphant “Welcome Home” 

Honor Flight Veteran Appreciation Letter
By: Veteran Mr. John Foster / MFS Guardian Tom Hart
Thank You, Tom

celebration. Hundreds of well-wishers lined up to shake our 
hands and say, “Thank you for your service.” The feeling 
was beyond words.

I hope this gives you a sense of how meaningful the Honor 
Flight program is, and why Military Family Support’s 
funding of guardians is such a worthy cause.

Thank you for allowing me to share my experience.

John Foster
Veteran, Strategic Air Command

If you would like more information or wish to donate to the 
MFS Honor Flight Guardian Program, please contact 
our Office Manager, Kristen Small, at 813-634-4675 or 
email manager@milfamilysupport.org
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Members of Military Family Support 
recently presented a $1,000 donation to 
Kelly Kowall, founder of My Warrior 
Place (MWP) in Ruskin, Florida. My 
Warrior Place was founded by Kowall 
in honor of her son, Corey, who, like 
so many other brave warriors, gave 
his life in service to our country. The 
retreat center serves as a safe haven 
for veterans, active-duty military, first 
responders, and Gold Star families. 
MWP is thoughtfully designed to fos- 
ter healing through specialized pro- 
grams, temporary housing, fellow- 
ship, and peaceful surroundings. 
Military Family Support is one of the 
nation’s leading non-profit organiza- 
tions dedicated to assisting active-
duty service members, veterans, and 
their families. By funding impactful 
programs, MFS helps provide the 
critical support and resources needed 
by those who serve and have served. 
If you are interested in supporting 
the mission of MFS and making a 
difference in the lives of our military 
families, donations can be made by 
visiting www.milfamilysupport.org or 
by calling 813-634-4675.

Military Family Support (MFS) Donates 
to My Warrior Place
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