Evaluating Full‑Time Tennis & Education Options
This document has been created by Tennis Avenue School as a practical framework to help families compare full‑time tennis and education options. It reflects our experience working in this area and is not intended to be an objective or exhaustive review of every programme. Instead, it offers a structured set of questions and considerations that families can use to evaluate any option they are exploring. We have included information about Tennis Avenue School as an example of how the framework can be applied. Families can complete the remaining columns with the programmes they wish to evaluate locally.

1. Background & Team
Who will be guiding your child day to day, and what experience do they bring?
	Consideration
	Tennis Avenue School
	Your Option 1
	Your Option 2
	Your Option 3

	When Established (Tennis)
When was the tennis provision established, and how long has it operated in its current form?
	Launched in 2010 as the Tennis Avenue Academy full‑time tennis and education programme; evolved into Tennis Avenue School in 2020. Currently the only UK tennis academy that is also a registered independent school.
	
	
	

	Programme Lead(s)
Who leads the programme, and what relevant experience do they bring in coaching, player development, and educational oversight? How does their background align with what your child may need?
	Director: Hareen Wasantha (former national Top 10 junior, England representative, and member of the LTA School of Excellence, the only LTA-run programme of its kind at the time and a predecessor to today’s National Academy pathway).
Principal: Ilge Alpay (former WTA-ranked player and education lead).
Together, Hareen Wasantha and Ilge Alpay have led the programme throughout the period in which Tennis Avenue’s published player outcomes have been produced, including the development of Jack Pinnington Jones from ages 8-13.
	
	
	

	Coaches
Who are the other coaches your child would work with day to day, and what relevant experience do they have in developing players at different stages?
	Adam Thornton‑Brown (former ATP‑ranked singles player; currently coaches WTA top‑100 Francesca Jones; former decade-long hitting partner for Venus Williams).
Kieran Macarty (former ATP‑ranked doubles player; developed through the Tennis Avenue Academy pathway).
	
	
	



2. Track Record & Outcomes
What experience does each programme have in supporting player development and academic progress, and how does this align with your child’s goals?
	Consideration
	Tennis Avenue School
	Your Option 1
	Your Option 2
	Your Option 3

	Tennis Europe Champions (Singles or Doubles) 
How much experience does the current leadership and coaching team have in supporting players to succeed at Tennis Europe level, and how relevant is that to your child’s stage and ambitions?
	16
	
	
	

	LTA Grade 1-2 National Champions What experience does the leadership and coaching team have in guiding players to success at top national events, and how does that align with your child’s goals?
	38
	
	
	

	GB No.1 Ranked Players produced by current team. Has the leadership and coaching team previously trained players who reached the top of their age group nationally, and is that relevant to what your child is aiming for?
	7
	
	
	

	GCSE Grades 9-7
What academic outcomes have recent cohorts achieved, and how do these align with your expectations for your child’s education?
	2025: 78%
2020-2024: 73%
	
	
	

	Academic Results National Comparison
How do the school’s academic outcomes compare nationally??
	Top 2% nationally
Top 10% among independent schools
	
	
	

	LTA Schools Major Achievements (Historical)
What emphasis does the programme place on school‑team tennis, and how does that align with your child’s goals and preferences?
	Not pursued 
The programme focuses on individual player development and academic progress rather than school‑team competition.
	
	
	

	LTA Schools National Ranking 2025
Where did the school’s team rank in the LTA schools rankings?
	Not pursued
The programme focuses on individual player development and academic progress rather than school‑team competition.
	
	
	


3. Environment & Programme Structure
What will your child’s day‑to‑day experience look like, and how well does each programme’s structure align with your child’s needs, temperament, and long‑term goals?
	Consideration
	Tennis Avenue School
	Your Option 1
	Your Option 2
	Your Option 3

	Educational Setting
What type of learning environment does your child thrive in - specialist, mixed, large, small, or online?
	Specialist tennis‑focused independent school.
	
	
	

	School Size
How large is the school environment, and what type of setting helps your child feel supported and engaged?
	28 total students in January 2026
36 Maximum capacity
	
	
	

	Academic Delivery
How is teaching delivered? Face‑to‑face, online, hybrid - and what suits your child best?
	Face‑to‑face, on‑site 
Also geared for Hybrid Learning to enable players to continue academic lessons seamlessly while away regularly at tournaments.
	
	
	

	School Hours
	8:00am - 5:30pm
	
	
	

	Daily Structure
How structured is the day, and does your child thrive with routine, flexibility, or a mix?
	The timetable is structured around tennis needs, with training, academics, and physical preparation integrated into the school day.
	
	
	

	Annual Calendar
Is training outside of the school term included in the provision and in the fees?
	35 weeks integrated academics and tennis (based around tennis tournaments).
13 additional weeks of 15 hours per week of holiday tennis training included.
	
	
	

	Age Range
This is specifically for the tennis provision/academy only, not the school as a whole
	Ages 8-16 (Y4 to GCSE’s)
Bespoke A Level programme solely for committed players competing at top national/ITF level.
	
	
	

	Admission Criteria
What are the entry requirements for each programme, and how well do they align with your child’s current academic level, tennis level, and readiness for the programme’s structure?
	Ages 8-9: admission is primarily based on athletic attributes and our assessment of future potential.
Ages 10+: admission is primarily based on LTA ranking / WTN being broadly consistent with top regional or national level.

	
	
	

	Class Size
	Maximum 8 pupils per class
	
	
	

	GCSE Subjects
The subjects that are taught as standard for GCSE examination
	Mathematics, English Language, English Literature, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Computer Science, History, Spanish. 
Also studied up to KS3, French, Art, Geography
9 GCSE subjects. Other subjects could be pursued independently.
	
	
	

	Annual Fees
Do these fees include the tennis provision or would that incur additional fees?
	£14,400 (Y4-Y11)
Inclusive of comprehensive Tennis provision.
Scholarships available.
	
	
	



4. Tennis Provision 
What kind of tennis programme will your child experience day to day, and how well does it match their current level, aspirations, and capacity for training?
	Consideration
	Tennis Avenue School
	Your Option 1
	Your Option 2
	Your Option 3

	Tennis Facilities
Type and number of courts. On‑site or off‑site
	8 all‑weather macadam hard courts on the school premises (owned by the school). Playable year‑round except in extreme conditions (snow, ice, heavy rain). No indoor courts.
	
	
	

	Technical Coaching 
How many hours of specific technical attention are offered as standard and how is it delivered? 
Some programmes may require you to take additional 1-1 lessons at extra cost
	5 hours per week built in, delivered by the most senior and experienced coaches. Technical work is usually delivered in small groups, with individual attention provided where needed within the programme.
	
	
	

	Sparring & Drills
How many hours of sparring and drills reinforce the technical work, and how is this structured? 
	5 hours per week built in. Players are grouped by playing level (not age or gender) to run advanced drills. Older players may access hitters if desired (at additional cost), though this is optional rather than required.
	
	
	

	Points Practice
How do players learn to compete under different conditions and pressures? 
	5 hours per week built in. Players are not separated by level, age, or gender. All players practise competing against stronger, similar‑level, and weaker opponents daily, preparing them for a wide range of match scenarios.
	
	
	

	Physical Fitness
How does the programme support physical development and injury prevention? 
	4 hours per week built in, including strength and conditioning, speed, endurance, and injury‑prevention elements such as weekly Pilates.
	
	
	

	Psychological Support
How does the programme build resilience, perspective, and mental strength? 
	Psychological development is embedded in day‑to‑day training rather than delivered as classroom‑style talks. The focus is on building the thoughts, actions, and habits that underpin mental strength through practical application.
	
	
	

	Rest & Recuperation
How does the programme balance hard work with rest to reduce injury and burnout risk?
	Four weeks of rest are built into the year, alongside two rest days per week. Daily training volume is managed with age, intensity, outside competition, and recovery needs in mind.
	
	
	

	Tournament Support
How are players supported around tournaments, and how do coaches use competition to inform training?

	Players and coaches attend 3–4 LTA Grade 3 tournaments together as a team. A lead coach aims to attend ~75% of LTA Grade 1–2 national events involving TA players and provides individual preparation. For top‑national players competing in Tennis Europe/ITF events, a lead coach aims to accompany them to at least four tournaments per year, also at no extra cost.
	
	
	


Disclaimer:  Families should verify details directly with each provider.
