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Chicago Union Giants
William S. Peters began his professional baseball career in 1887 with the Unions as a player. In

1888 he helped form the Chicago Unions who eventually became the Chicago Union Giants.
Peters remained active in baseball until 1917 when he sold his team to Robert Gilkerson.
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William Stitt Peters was born in May of 1867 in Kentucky. As an adult he became a very
successful businessman in Chicago (IL). It was also on the sandlots and playgrounds of Chicago
that Peters developed his baseball skills.

Peters is recognized as one of the early pioneers of black baseball in the Midwest. In his book Sol
White’s History of Colored Baseball, former Hall Of Fame baseball player, author and Negro
League baseball historian Sol White made the following assessment of William Peters and his
business partner Frank Leland:

“We like the efforts of Will Peters (William S. Peters) and Frank Leland in trying
to advance the game. Their long continuous participation in the sport surely
gives them a high rating in the ranks of the pioneers of baseball.”

Peters Joins the Unions

W.S. Peters got his first exposure to professional baseball in 1887 when he was signed by the
Unions who were an independent team based out of Chicago. The Unions were managed by Abe
Jones who was also the team’s starting catcher. Immediately upon his signing Peters became the
team’s starting first baseman. Also playing for the 1887 Unions was Frank Leland who would go
on to be very influential in the early years of black baseball in America.

Grant Campbell (OF/2B), Joe Campbell (P), Darby Cottman (3B), Orange Fox (RF), Albert
Hackley (OF) and Frank Scott (SS) rounded out the starting line-up for the 1887 Unions.

W.S. Peters and Frank Leland Form the Chicago Unions

Before the start of the 1888 baseball season, William S. Peters joined Chicago businessmen
Henry Elby, Albert Donegan and Frank Leland to organize the Chicago Unions. They started as
an amateur black baseball team who were based in Chicago but quickly became a dominant force
in black baseball in the Midwest. The majority of the Chicago Union games were played on
Sundays against other amateur teams and local town teams or “prairie” teams as they were often
called.

With their ability to attract some of the best black baseball
players in the Midwest, the Chicago Unions quickly became
the premier black baseball team in the Midwest. According
to Negro League historian, Sol White the Chicago Unions
went undefeated in their first season of play.

The 1888 Chicago Unions were managed by former Unions’
manager and catcher, Abe Jones. Frank Leland was the
team’s starting right fielder and W.S. Peters played first base.
Other players on the 1888 Chicago Unions roster were Grant
Campbell (LF), Joe Campbell (P), William Freeman (3B),
Albert Hackley (CF), William Lee (SS) and Frank Scott (2B).

During the week the Chicago Unions barnstormed through

the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin.

The team would return to Chicago before the weekend for

their “big money” games that were usually played on Sundays.

It was not uncommon for the Chicago Unions to play two or

three games on Sunday. The top “white” semiprofessional

teams in and around the Chicago area were frequent opponents

for the Chicago Unions. Often these games were played on a
winner take all basis and significant side bets were not uncommon.

Frank Leland



Atlanta, New Orleans, Norfolk, Savannah and St. Louis also fielded strong teams in the Midwest
and South during the 1888 season.

Prior to the start of the 1889 season, the Chicago Unions changed managers. R.R. Jackson
replaced Abe Jones as the team’s manager. This move enabled Jones to concentrate his efforts on
playing during the 1889 season. The Chicago Unions fielded a strong line-up in 1889 that
featured the play of Abe Jones (C), Frank Leland (CF) and W.S. Peters (1B). Joe Campbell and
William “Big Bill” Smith handled the majority of the pitching duties for the team during the 1889
season.

From 1890 to 1900 the Chicago Unions were one of the top teams in the Midwest. According to
research by Larry Lester and Dick Clark, William Peters served as the team’s manager from
1890-1899. In the late 1890’s the Cuban X-Giants were a major rival of the Chicago Unions.

Some of the top players for the Chicago Unions during the 1890’s were Harry Buckner (P), Pete
Burns (C), Robert “Bob” Footes (C), Billy Holland (P), Will Horn (P), Harry Hyde (3B), Abe
Jones (C), Bert Jones (P), Willis Jones (OF), Bill Monroe (SS), Harry “Mike” Moore (OF),
William S. Peters (1B), William “Big Bill” Smith (P/OF) and David Wyatt (SS). Wyatt later
became a famous sports writer for the Chicago Whip, the Indianapolis Freeman and the Chicago
Defender.

Chicago Unions
Chicago Inter-Ocean

09-02-97

(Top row left to right — William Joyner, Scales, Frank Butler, Frank Leland, Bob Jackson, Richard Shaw and
Lou Reynolds. Middle row left to right — George Hopkins, Mike Moore, William S. Peters, Robert Footes and
Harry Buckner. Bottom row left to right — T. Moore, Harry Hyde, William “Big Bill Smith and Willis Jones)

Starting in 1891 the Chicago Unions played their home games at a small park located at 67™
Street and Langley Avenue.

Prior to the start of the 1894 season, Peters and Leland secured new playing grounds for their
team at a field that was located at 37™ Street and Butler Street. The new site was more centrally
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located and this enabled the Chicago Unions to attract a larger fan base. William S. Peters fielded
a strong team in 1894. His starting line-up for the season included: W.S. Peters (1B), Frank Scott
(2B), William Joyner (SS), William “Big Bill” Smith (3B), Pete Burns (C), Abe Jones (C), Gus
Brooks (OF), Albert Hackley (OF) and Frank Butler (OF). Bill Holland and George Hopkins
were the team’s two primary pitchers during the season. The Chicago Unions were considered the
best black team in the Chicago area for the 1894 season.

Going into the 1895 season William Peters was immediately faced with having to replace over
half of his starting line-up from the 1894 team. Four players left the Unions to play for the newly
formed Page Fence Giants who were based out of Adrian (MI). These players were Gus Brooks
(OF), Peter Burns (C), Bill Holland (OF/P) and George Hopkins (2B/OF). The Page Fence Giants
were formed through the efforts of John “Bud” Fowler, Grant “Homerun” Johnson and Sol
White. The Page Fence Giants had a tremendous inaugural season and posted a won-loss record
of 118-36-3 (.766). This is particularly impressive as they started their 1895 campaign with a
5-13 (.278) record before the team caught fire.

In addition to losing four starters to the Page Fence Giants, Peters also had to replace himself at
first base because the 1894 season was his last as a full time player. Ed Woods who was one of
the team’s starting pitchers played first base when he wasn’t pitching. The standouts on William
S. Peters 1895 team were Robert “Bob” Footes (C), Harry “Mike” Moore (OF) and Willis Jones
(OF). William “Big Bill” Smith, Frank Butler and Ed Woods handled most of the pitching
assignments in1895.

Willis Jones
Chicago Unions

William S. Peters started the Chicago Unions 1896 season with a roster that included Robert
“Bob” Footes (C), Albert Hackley (SS), Harry Hyde (3B), Willis Jones (OF) and Harry “Mike”
Moore (1B). Harry Buckner and Ed Woods provided the Unions with two strong starting pitchers.
At the end of the season the Chicago Unions were considered the second best team in the West.
The Cuban X-Giants with Andrew “Ajax” Jackson as their manager were generally regarded as
the best team in the West for the 1896 season.

Peters Fields a Championship Team

When the 1897 season started William S. Peters was very optimistic about the upcoming season
because he fielded a strong hitting line-up with a very good pitching staff. The Chicago Unions
played their home games at Union Park in Chicago.



In 1897 the Chicago Unions ficlded a championship team that included the following starting
line-up:
Chicago Unions (1897)

Position Player Position Player

1B Louis Reynolds OF Bill Joyner

2B Harry “Mike” Moore/George Hopkins OF Willis Jones
SS Billy Holland OF Big Bill Smith
3B Harry Hyde

C Robert “Bob” Footes/Robert Jackson P Harry Buckner

Bill Holland, Robert Shaw and Ed Woods also pitched for the Chicago Unions in 1897.

Currently eight (8) box scores have been found for the 1897 Chicago Unions. The team went 6-2
(.750) and compiled a team batting average of .384 in these eight games. According to Negro
League historian Gary Ashwill and his Seamheads research team, the 1897 Chicago Unions were
the “Colored Champions of the West.”

Prior to the start of the 1898 season William Peters signed Bert Jones (P/OF) and Dave Wyatt
(SS) to bolster his roster and help his team defend their title of “Colored Champions of the West.”
When the 1898 season ended the Chicago Unions were the second best team in the West right
behind the Cuban X-Giants.

Cuban X-Giants

Colored Champions of West
1898

W.S. Peters was the general manager and Frank Leland was the traveling manager of the 1899
Chicago Unions. Under the management and leadership of Leland and Peters, the Chicago
Unions were a financially stable team who attracted and retained the top black players in the
Midwest.

In 1899 the Chicago Unions fielded a very strong starting line-up that included Mike Moore (1B),
Bill Monroe (SS), Harry Hyde (3B), Robert “Bob” Footes (C), Robert Jackson (C) and Willis
Jones (OF). The pitching staff for the Chicago Unions included Bill Holland (OF/P), Bert Jones
(P) and Will Horn (P).

During the 1899 season the Chicago Unions played the Columbia Giants whose roster was
comprised mainly of former Page Fence Giants players for the “Colored Championship of
Chicago.” Grant “Homerun” Johnson (SS), Charlie Grant (2B), Sherman Barton (OF), Bill Binga
(3B), John W. “Pat” Patterson (OF), Pete Burns (C) and Harry Buckner (P) were the top players
for the Columbia Giants. Behind the pitching of George Wilson, the Columbia Giants won all



five (5) games of the series to claim the title. The Chicago Unions also were defeated by the
Cuban X-Giants for the “Colored World’s Championship.” The Cuban X-Giants won nine (9) of
the fourteen (14) games played during the series. Sol White, member of the National Baseball
Hall of Fame and author of the first book on the history of black baseball, considered this the first
real “championship” series between a team from the East meeting a team from the West.

After the regular season the Chicago Unions played the Indianapolis Hoosiers who had just won
the Western League championship. The Unions scored a run in the 9™ inning to come away with a
5-5 tie.

Chicago Unions Become Colored World’s Champions

The best Chicago Unions team that W.S. Peters (General Manager) and Frank Leland (Traveling
Manager) fielded was their 1900 squad. To make a run at the championship, Peters and Leland
recruited the following players to field a very strong starting line-up:

Chicago Unions (1900)
Position Player Position Player
1B Bert Wakefield OF Willis Jones
2B William “Bill” Monroe OF Harry “Mike” Moore
SS Grant “Homerun” Johnson OF William “Bill” Joyner
3B Harry Hyde and Dangerfield Talbert
C Robert “Bob” Footes P William “Bill” Horn

Bert Jones

Thomas Means and George Miller also pitched for the Chicago Unions in 1900. Grant
“Homerun” Johnson who was the starting shortstop and team captain was the key signing for
Peters and Leland.

The Chicago Unions played their home games at Union
Park in Chicago in 1900.

During the 1900 season the Cuban X-Giants traveled to
Chicago to challenge the Chicago Unions for the title of
“Colored World’s Champions.” The Cuban X-Giants
had consistently dominated the Chicago Unions over the
years, but the 1900 championship series provided a
different outcome for the Peters-Leland team. The
Chicago Unions prevailed in beating their perennial foe
to claim the series championship.

Chicago Unions Built a Winning Tradition

From 1888 through the 1900 season, the Chicago Unions
built a winning tradition in the Midwest. They were
professionals who practiced and trained together as a
team. The Chicago Unions easily out classed their
opposition on a regular basis and were consistently
considered the best black team in the Chicago area. In
short they dominated their opponents and rarely lost.
According to black baseball historian, Sol White, the
Chicago Unions had a career won-loss record of 613-
118-2 (.814).

Grant “Homerun” Johnson
Chicago Unions
1900



Peters and Leland Part Company

Prior to the start of the 1901 baseball season, William S. Peters and Frank Leland parted
company. In the 1890’s Frank Leland and W.S. Peters were the top two figures in black baseball
in the Chicago area. The two primary reasons for their parting of ways in 1901 were as follows:

1. The Chicago Unions lost their lease on their home field located at 37" and
Butler streets and they were then forced to become a fulltime traveling team.
This occurred when Charles Comiskey moved his St. Paul franchise to
Chicago. In addition Comiskey purchased South Side Park and made plans to
expand it. This effectively evicted both the Chicago Unions and Columbia
Giants both of whom made the park their home field.

2. In addition according to Frank Leland, William Peters had begun to alienate
white semi-pro club managers with questionable business decisions. An
example of this was when Peters scheduled a three game series with
Marquette and the Cuban X-Giants on the same days. Peters ended up
canceling the series with Marquette and they were left with no opponent to

play.

Frank Leland took the top players from the Chicago Unions and combined them with the best
players from the Columbia Giants and formed a “new” team that he called the “Chicago Union
Giants.” After his split with Frank Leland, W.S. Peters continued to be very active in black
baseball in Chicago. Over the years Leland and Peters feuded bitterly, especially over the use of
the name “Union Giants.” From 1901 to 1905 William S. Peters’ team was most often referred to
as “Peters Union Giants.”

William Peters Signs Rube Foster ?

Prior to the start of the 1902 season the Chicago
Tribune published a story that William Peters
was putting together a very strong roster for the
upcoming season. According to the newspaper
article Peters had signed four “new” key players
to his starting line-up. They were Andrew
“Rube” Foster (P), Andrew Campbell (C),
Clarence “Dude” Lytle (P/OF) and Dave Wyatt
(OF).

Rube Foster was a rising star who had spent the
1901 season with the Fort Worth Colts. In 1901
he was credited with pitching two no-hitters
Reportedly, Peters never sent Foster the travel
money that he required to join the team and
Foster never reported. What has been verified
through newspaper box scores is that by June of
1902, Rube Foster, Clarence Lytle and Dave
Campbell were all playing for Frank Leland’s
Chicago Union Giants. Losing several top
players to Frank Leland only intensified the feud
between Peters and Leland.

Andrew “Rube” Foster



Peters’ Team Become the Chicago Union Giants

In 1905 when Frank Leland’s team changed the name of his team to the “Chicago Leland
Giants,” William Peters started referring to his team as the “Chicago Union Giants.” The top
offensive players Peters had on his team in 1905 were Harry Hyde (3B), George “Chappie”
Johnson (C), “Topeka” Jack Johnson (1B), Willis Jones (OF) and Clarence “Dude” Lytle (OF/P).
The pitching staff for the 1905 Chicago Union Giants included Clarence “Dude” Lytle, Joe
“Cannon Ball” Miller and Walter Taylor. “Topeka” Jack Johnson was the team’s captain and
often handled the team’s managerial duties when the Union Giants were on the road. According
to Negro League researcher, Gary Ashwill and his Seamheads research team, William S. Peters’
Chicago Union Giants were the top team in the West for the 1905 season. Newspaper reports
credit the 1905 Chicago Union Giants with a won-loss record of 112-10 (.918).
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Chicago Union Giants
(1905)

(Standing left to right — Alex Irwin, Willis Jones, Fred Roberts, Haywood Rose Tom Washington, Harry Hyde,
Clarence “Dude” Lytle, George Hopkins, “Topeka” Jack Johnson and George Taylor)

| SPARKS FROM THE DIAMOND.

The Chicago ["nion Giants, who are
running a close second 1o the Lelands,
have secured the Artesian Park, one
of the best located parks in the eity.
They inaugurated the opening of their
new home by shuiting out the Oak
Leas’1 to 0, quite a stunt, as the Oak
Leas have the honor of being the first
team to beat the Leland Giants a
Sunday game this season, and are the
grnf.)ly ones they have not won a series

.

To help his team defend their “Colored Champions of the West”
title, William S. Peters brought in the following new players:
Sherman Barton (CF), Frank “Bunch” Davis (SS), Johnny Davis
(P), Mack Ramsey (OF), John Reeves (OF), Haywood Rose
(1B), Albert Toney (3B) and William Washington (C) for the
1906 baseball season. Newcomer Johnny Davis and Clarence
“Dude” Lytle handled the majority of the pitching duties for the
Union Giants. Peters took quite a gamble by signing almost an
entire new starting line-up but it paid off when at the end of the
season the Chicago Union Giants repeated as the “Colored
Champions of the West.”

Freeman
09-21-07




Chicago Union Giants

UNIOH GIANTS TAKE ALL.
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CHICAGD DEFEATS BUXTON.
Special ta THE szsu;w

BU'XTOX, Ia., July 28.—The Chicazo
Unions and the Buxton Wonders crossed
bawe herc Sunday and Monday, July 19|
and 20. in 1wd very exciling games, Sun-
 day the score was G to 2 and Monday 4
1e 0. It was the first defent for Buxzton,
jas she has dere.nc-d all of the best ama-
teur team of the State. The two games
won lhere by the Unions made nineteen
straight victories. The Unions were given
a reception and escorted through the coal
mines and were well satisfied svith thelr
visit here.
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Going into the 1907 season William S. Peters secured Artesian Park as the home field for his
Chicago Union Giants. Some of Peters’ top players during the season were Joe Green (OF),
“Topeka” Jack Johnson (2B), Ginney Robinson (1B), Jimmy Smith (3B) and Albert Toney (SS).
According to newspaper reports that were published in the Freeman, the 1907 Chicago Union
Giants were the second best team in the West right after the Leland Giants.
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Chicago Union Giants
(1907)

(Standing left to right — Will Horn and “Topeka” Jack Johnson. Middle row left to right — Albert Toney, Joe Green,
Jimmy Smith, George Hopkins, Ginny Robinson and unknown. Front row left to right — unknown and Sam Strothers.)

The 1908 Chicago Union Giants fielded a very good team. Fred “”’Puggie” Hutchinson (SS),
William Primm (C), Wes “Whip” Pryor (3B), Mack Ramsey (OF), James Shawler (OF) and
Albert Toney (SS) led the team in hitting. The pitching staff in 1908 included Walter Ball, E.W.
Haynes, Thomas Means, Billy Norman, Frank Talbott, Walter Taylor and William West.

S s pegr e The Union Giants traveled all over the Midwest
CHICAGO UNIONS VS. A. B. C.8. during the 1908 season and according to
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looked for. The l’nlogf have four of the in August they had compiled a nineteen (19)
Y game winning streak. However, at the end of the
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A. B. C\'s in their line-bp—Primm, Young.
season William Peters was beat out for the top

Hutchinson and Talbert—and nothing
| would give them greater satisfaction than
team in the West by his old nemesis Frank
Leland and his Leland Giants squad.

to defeat their old comrades. Manager
Butler has strengthened hiz team !nag 1
d,epnrtmvms_. and states that he will ca%*
Luge the series. The following is the line-

i
A. B. C's—C. Reeves, 1. f.; E. Herrg
c f.; J. Shawler, 1. f.; J. Merlda, Elf.rm
capt.; G. Board, 1b.: T. Allen. 3h.; L.

Gatewoond. s. £.; C. Bishop. c.: V. Higbes, Freeman
. g;él f;;, Jghnsoa. i 4. Lavis, p.; H. Wash- Indianapolis, IN
‘o 06-13-08

Chicago Tnions—F. Toung, r. [: J.
Green. c. f.; J. Ramsey, |, [.;: G. Toney,
{¥b.: R. Robinson, 1b.; J. Smith, 3b.: i

Hutchison, s. s.: W. Primm, c.; F. Tal-
bert, p.; W. Ball, p.; G. Norman, p.




Chicago Union Giants
(1909)
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paw, is an
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ing fine ba

“Pugeie® Huichinaon bes xet Wiscon-
&in on fire this season playing shoriztop.
The people In this part of the country
claim him the fastest they ever saw.

Wesley Pryor haz played good ball all
searon.  He Is a steady old boy on the
1hird =ack,

Happy Harry Hyde iz halding down
first base In fne siyle and hitting swell.

Waslhiinzion I8 the zame old standb,
behind (he bal., He has eaught ),JE
games oul of 117. Goln® some, e

Lytle is pliehlng sreal ballk ror the
1edrm.  Hé has had qulte a number of
shul-001s this réason,

Jarses Shawler is playine greatl ball
Although beliwe caplain it is no handi-
cap on his playing. He has had only one
error this season and is hltiing' tha balk
tike a doemon.

Jahn Reeves iz playing n'u.t ball for
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ting everything that ocomdes his way.
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Chicago Union Giants
Season Recap
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HICAGO UNION GIANTS . .
CLOSE SUGCESSFUL TRIP

ose Only Ten Gamu of Fifty-8ix
Played—S8everal Hard-Fought Con-
tests in String of Victories,
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UNION GIANTS.

T WREATEAELD ADE vV,

"

Chicago Union Giants
(1908)

Chicago Union Giants Enter the Lakeshore League

During the 1909 season, the Chicago Union

et | e : Giants played an extensive independent schedule
UNIONS HAVE JOINED LEAGUE. and also played in the Lakeshore League. The

Team Has Exist eﬁr Thirty Seasons teams that made up the Lakeshore League in
—League Scason Opens May 2. 1909 included the Chicago Union Giants,
—_— : E Kenosha, Manitowoc, Menasha, Milwaukee,
U,ngjcé}gl% %l}ﬁ'—;f"g:gl‘; g;?ci ,?,2',‘5’%; : Port Washington, Racine and Sheboygan. All of
the history of baseball for being the first the teams in the Lakeshore League were “white”
S?llitige?mt;uain %iéo‘i:glfnsf?rgci{i? b{g;{ with the exception of the Chicago Union Giants.

Colored team in the West this being thelr
thirtietly srason. They have seen Such | . . . .
elubs as Bowen's Eclipses, Chicazo Mod- With a commitment to play in the highly

¢ls, Chicago Gianis. Fuque Giants. Chicago | competitive Lakeshore League, Peters signed

Clippers, all come and go. The Unlons are o ) .
| the first Colored team to be admitted in | Jimmie and Bennie Lyons to strengthen his

- the Lake Shore Leamue, one of the best

| paving leagues in the Jower part of Wis-| roster.

j eomsin. The lowns are Kenosha, Milwau-
]\‘-fgsnfﬁié’r?’n?%?ﬁg?‘mfmgf oy Aol To manage the team on the road William Peters
ing Runday, in Milwaukee, Wis., after ac- hired John Reeves who also played center field.

cepling the Unions to membership. ihey
agreed to open the league May 2 and play
every Saturday and Dvmday until the Jast
Suaday in October., The Unions are out
tor the pennant, an dif they win this vear.
next season one of the largest and best Freeman
ball parks In the West ¢ver put up by a Indiananolis. IN
Colored team will be built,. JManager ndianapofis,
Paters has picked one of the Indlanapolis | 03-13-09
buys (o captain the team fhis year—lames
Shawler. He is a gentleman and a rst-
¢lass ball player.
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Chicago Union Giants

THE CHICAGO UNIONS TO HAVE
STRONG BASEBALL TEAM.

Several of the Indianapolis Boys Will
Land Berths — Prospects of the
Fastest Team in Years.

Speeial to THE FREEMAN.

CHICAGO, NIL—The Chicage Unions of
the coming season will he ane of the
strongest trams in the field. The team
will be composed of some of the fastest
plavers in the pame. most all of whom
will be new to this team. Several of the

Indianapolis stars will land berths on the |

Uninn feam. ;

The plavers already booked are as fol-
| lows: Jas. Shawler,
| Pryor, third base; Trank Young, second

base; John Lnlla, first base: G. Washing-

ton, caich; Hutchinson or Twoney, short- |
right field; John

stop: G. Brinkenship,
Repsves, center field and manager; Letwis
Johnson. William West and Frank Tal-

left firld: W. N.|

bert, pitchers, and Samuel Thompson,
calch. ;
Freeman
01-16-09

Naotes of the Unions. |

The Tnions have been on the road
rinee July 24, playving throush Tows, 11k-
noizs, Wisconsin., playiag 38 games and
losinz only eizhi.

Jamez Shawier. eaplain of the team,
haz had guist a sueccss wiih the Unlona
this year, He has won 22 siraizht games
'on the road, gomething no other colored
’l'-m!ﬂ from Chicago has ever done be-
Qre.

Jimmis Lyons, the 17 year old south-
paw, ix an Indiapapolis boy whom Cap-
min Shawler picked up and has madeé a
wonderful liitle pitcher out of him, He
has not lost but three fames Lhis season. |

Frank Toung. an Indianspolis boy, Las
lind a great season At second base, plays
ing fine bail

“Puprsie” Hulehinsan bhas set Wiscon- )
sin on fire thiz season plaving shortstop. |
The people Im ihis part of the canntry
clalm him the fasiest thev ever saw,

Wesley Prvor has played good ball all
season. He is a steady old boy on thel
third =ack. .

Happy Harry Hyde s hwlding down
firsl base in fine sl¥le and hitting weil

Washinzton is the zame old standby
behind ibe bat. He has eaupht 115
games out of [17. Going some, eh

L¥ile is pltehinzs sreat ball for the
team. Heé has had gulile a number af‘;
shut-oiils this season. ) 1

James Shawler Is piavinT greal ball
Althoughh beine caplain it is no handi-|
cap on his playving, He has had only one
error ihis seazon and is hitting the ball
llke a demon. -

_ John Reeves is playinz great ball for
Captain Shawler In the right zarden, mel- |
ting everything (hat comes his way.
Reeves is Lthe best base runner om the
tvam and has f bern thrown out at
b | ¥econd base this season by any catcher.
Johm's batiing is party responsibla for|
ithe Gianis' sUccass. N

Freeman
09-04-09

(1909)

MANITOWOG FAILS TO SCORE.

Union S%é‘nm Take
Shore Game 1 to 0.

CAMANTTOWOC, Wig === Speelgl, — The
Tnion Glants of Chicage and members of
the Lake Shore League defeated Manito-
wor in fhelr first game of the seagon,
Fryor's double, followed by an it and a
simle 1o left feld by Hutchison, =ont
Prvor home wih the only tan of the

Chiecags Lake

gane, ) i
Manitowoe, BOH. OO A E
Powell, efl.......5... [ 1 1 & 0
Sebseber, 55, ........ 00 1 4 LU (]
Holfman, M........ oo B L 2 [ b
TRaih, Ib. ... .. cen ... B LI i 0
Hilgrrink, ¢. . co.nv.n, @ g 11 i 1.
- Dieigler, 8B.....%.... ¢ ¢ 1 06 B
Sipekever, Zh, ... @ O 2 8§
Aumann, e ceracse. 00 4 1 4 7
YOLBE, v vnwnna.n O 0 1 4 L
Totals ....... ... 0 & 27 % 1
Glante. % FL. 0. 4. E.
Ttams i i 0 T & i
Camepbell, $....0.... € 1 3 4 1
Young, 1b.. . ....7.... O+ & 14 0 &
Prvor, 3b. ... ..0..... 1 1 LI ¢ 1
Stawler, ... vune.. T ] 1 3 @
Hytelitson, 5., ....... 0 1 1 4 1
Washington, ¢........ B { T & &
Tevtle, ef.........%. g & B 09 1
Davig, pooc..oienen. 0 0 0 2@
Totals e nnnnnn 1 2 27 14 3

Twa-liage Hitl-—Prvar
Double Play—Hutchison to Campbelle
to Young.

Biruck Out—By Yourny, §: by Davis, 4,
Fases on Balle—00 Young, 2.
Hir by Pitched Ball—Toung, Raih.
Sacrificr Hit—=Mofmann,
Stalen Hases—IRameey, Davis.
- Umplro——terzog.
Timr=0ne hour and filfteen minnles,
Attendange, 2,700,

HOTES OF THE GAME ‘
shawler hit the ball hard and ofien, but

Leeuld niot get them safe.

Toung played 2 marvelous game ot frst

 hase,

Fryor oul up a Tast same at third, and
prve some fnge exhibition of throwing to
first hase.

Tpbell, the midget seeond baseman,
e his position in the Iohnuoy Everz

washington canght o great game, and
bis throwing o the bases was the fenture,

g shawed hiz clasz as a pitcher
when three men were on base snd no one
down Ly siriking oot two of the opposing |

batiers and making the third batter papl

U an déasy aut,
eeves, who I8 managing the feam on
the road, dd some fine ecaching in tight

places, and sheowed he s capable of run-
ning & ball team.

Freeman
05-22-09
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Peters fielded an excellent Chicago Union Giants team for the 1909 season that included the
following starting lineup:

Chicago Union Giants (1909)

Position Player Position Player

1B Harry Hyde OF James Shawler

2B Frank Young OF John Reeves

SS Fred “Puggie” Hutchinson OF Jimmie Lyons

3B Wes “Whip” Pryor

C Tom Washington P Clarence “Dude” Lytle
P Jimmie Lyons

Davis (no first name), Charles “Pat” Dougherty, Harry Hyde, Lewis Johnson, Bennie Lyons, Wes
Pryor, Frank Talbert and William West also pitched for the Chicago Union Giants during the
1909 season.

Clarence “Dude” Lytle

Chicago Union Giants
(1909)

R Wi 27 -~y _\:- TN e oy
? ”Oit_::ﬁb‘*r LT e R

i

Clarence “Dude” Lytle entered the 1909 season as the ace of the pitching staff. Lytle had an
excellent season. He posted a won-loss record of 17-1 (.944) with seven (7) shutouts. From line
scores that have been currently located, Jimmie Lyons had an excellent rookie season on the
mound with a won-loss record of 22-2 (.917) and six (6) shut outs. Jimmie’s brother, Bennie, also
pitched for the Chicago Union Giants during the 1909 season and compiled a perfect won-loss
record of 9-0 (1.000). According to newspaper accounts Jimmie was also one of the team’s top
hitters along with James Shawler (captain), Harry Hyde, Frank Young and Fred “Puggie”
Hutchinson.

The Chicago Unions Giants finished the 1909 season with an impressive won-loss record of
46-10 (.822) and were also the champions of the Lakeshore League. During the season the Union
Giants had a twenty-two (22) game winning streak on the road.

Other top teams in the West during the 1909 season were the Leland Giants, Kansas City Giants,
St. Paul Gophers, Birmingham Giants, Illinois Giants, San Antonio Black Broncos, Indianapolis
ABCs, Buxton Wonders and Minneapolis Keystones.

Both the Kansas City Giants and St. Paul Gophers claimed the 1909 “Colored World’s
Championship.” In addition Andrew “Rube” Foster claimed that his team, the “Leland Giants,”
were the “Colored World’s Champions” for the 1909 season even though they had lost series to
both the Kansas City Giants and St. Paul Colored Gophers. In addition Foster’s Leland Giants
never played Peter’s Union Giants. The reason that the Leland Giants and Chicago Union Giants
never played each other during the season was that W.S. Peters and Rube Foster had a long
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standing rift that went back several years. Rube Foster’s “world championship” claim is just
another good example of Rube’s “fuzzy logic” when it came to presenting his team in the best
possible light. Who is to say that the Chicago Union Giants should not have been given
consideration for a claim to the “Colored World’s Championship?”

CHvea o Uiy an oinnrs ¢ 1 AR oL Py
RANGOLPY, Wik

Chicago Union Giants vs Randolph Baseball Club

Randolph, WI

When the Chicago Union Giants opened the 1910 season it was, according to newspaper
accounts, their thirty-second (32) year on the road. The Union Giants started their 1910 season
just like they had ended their 1909 season; they won games. Some of the key holdovers from the
1909 team were Willis Jones (OF), Jimmie Lyons (OF), Clarence “Dude” Lytle (P/OF), Mack
Ramsey (2B/OF) and Tom Washington (C). One of William Peters’ key player signings for the
1910 season was Robert Gilkerson who became the team’s starting second baseman and team

captain.

L = =
Captain Gilkerson and his Union Gl:mts
arrived in the clty Monday. This is the |

eum’s thirty-second yrear. They played 42
games and Jost 7 and made 15 shut-outs. |
Jessup pitched two neo-hit

Hurvey and
zames ; Jenking ptiched two one-hit games.
On fat Saturdav and Sunday they played
the Madison, Wis, team, the first game
5 1o 4, the second 2 2to 0. At Madieon they
were mel by ME Peterson, the owner, and
brought 16 Chicaro for a resi. They ieft
this werk to be gone three “&(-Ls throuch
the State of Tisconsin., The line-up:

Ramsey, first base; Giikerson, sSecond
base; Parks, a-lmrlsu;p :_ Jackson, third
hase: Gordon, catcher: Jones, left Held:

J--nkinﬁ. rizht field: Lez center field ; Jeﬂ-
sup and Hurvey, eim{zer?,

Freeman
09-17-10

William Peters kept his team on the road during the 1910
season. They started the season with a record of 43-7
(.860) with 18 of their wins being by shut out. To add to
the laurels of the pitching staff, Charles Jessup and
James Harvey each pitched a no-hitter during the season.
When the season ended, the Chicago Union Giants had
posted a won-loss record of 104-40-3 (.722).

The Chicago Union Giants opened their 1911 season on
Easter Day (April 16™) at Rockford, (IL) against a team
from the Wisconsin-Illinois League. Some of the top
players on the 1911 roster were Robert Gilkerson (2B),
Sam Gordon (C), James Harvey (P), Horace Jenkins (P),
Charles Jessup (P), Willis Jones (OF) and Charles Reese.
Some researchers regard the 1911 Chicago Union Giants
as the top independent team in the West for the 1911
season.

14



CMIEAQY UNIDN GranTis: V' DAGGETT . gA «(l DAGGRIT. WIGH

Chicago Union Giants vs Daggett Baseball Club
Daggett, Michigan
(1911)

By 1913 William Peters was having a difficult time signing top flight ball players. The net result
was that the Chicago Union Giants were relegated to the stature of a second division team. Things
got so bad that on several occasions during the season William Peters would play right field and
bat at the bottom of the order. The only noteworthy player on the 1913 Chicago Union Giants
team was Hurley McNair who would go on to star for the Kansas City Monarchs. Negro League
historian and researcher Gary Ashwill ranks the Chicago Union Giants as only the 8" best team in
the West during the 1913 season. In short, virtually every top team in the West was better than the
Union Giants in 1913.

Chicago Union Giants
(1913)
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Hurley McNair returned to the Chicago Union Giants for
the 1914 season. Other than Mc Nair and Dick
Whitworth, William Peters wasn’t very successful in
upgrading the rest of his roster. Box scores have been
found for three games for the Union Giants for the 1914
season. In these three games Union Giants hitters only
went 15 for 100 for a meager .150 batting average.
McNair had 4 of these 15 hits. Without Hurley McNair
in the line-up, the Chicago Union Giants would have
batted .129. William Peters did sign a young 18 year old
pitcher by the name of Dick Whitworth who would go
on to have an impressive Negro League career. Playing
primarily against lower level teams and town teams,
Dick Whitworth reportedly won thirty (30) games for the
1914 Chicago Union Giants.

An interesting side note to the 1914 season is that
William Peters sent his 19 year old son Frank on the

Dick Whitworth road with the Union Giants. Frank was to learn the
Chicago Union Giants business side of a travelling baseball club so that if
1914 needed he could take it over some day.

Frank also got the opportunity to play a little shortstop for the Chicago Union Giants. Seven (7)
box scores have been found for Frank Peters playing shortstop for his father’s ball club. In 28 at
bats he only got 3 base hits for an anemic .130 batting average.

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO FAIRS AND OTHER LARGE CELEBRATIONS

r 1

L B PETERS, ASSISTANT MANAGES W. S PETERS, JR, TREASUREN

TELEPHOME NHATMARKET 2556

THE CHICAGO UNION GIANTS
BASE BALL CLUB

OLDEST COLORED TEAM ADOREYS
ON THE ROAD W. S. PETERS, Mgcn.
OUR J8TH SEASON 141 GRAND AVENUE
| )|

Chicago Union Giants Letterhead
(1915)

By the start of the 1915 season the Chicago Union Giants were still a second level team. During
the 1915 baseball season the top teams in the West were the All Nations, Chicago American
Giants, Chicago Black Sox, Cuban Stars, French Lick Plutos, Indianapolis ABCs, Louisville
White Sox, St. Louis Giants and West Baden Sprudels.

According to a newspaper article that appeared in The Day Book (Chicago) February 16% edition
in 1916, William S. Peters (representing the Chicago Union Giants) attended an organizational
meeting held by Charles W. Murphy (former Chicago Cub president) and Jake Stahl (former
Major League ball player who piloted the Boston Red Sox to a world’s championship). The
purpose of the meeting was to finalize arrangements for the Chicago Baseball League. Some of
the other teams that sent representatives to the meeting were the Braves, Ciceros, Galligans,
Joliet, Logan Square, Merrimacs, Normals, Rogers Park, South Chicago, Warren Hill, Waukegan
and the Westsides.
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In 1916 William S. Peters did upgrade his roster but not enough to turn the Chicago Union Giants
into a top level team. Some of the better players on Peters’ 1916 roster were Hurley McNair (OF),
Andrew “Jap” Payne (2B), Joe Scotland (1B), Chick Harper (P) and Edgar Burch (P). During the
1916 season Frank Peters went on the road full time with his father’s team as the Union Giants’
travelling business manager.

Frank continued to tour with the team during the 1917 and 1918 seasons as the team’s traveling
business manager and also played shortstop before his father sold the club. By the time that Frank
started touring with the Chicago Union Giants, they had been reduced to a low level team who
had a hard time beating the small town teams and local squads that they played. After the
conclusion of the 1918 season William Peters weighed all of his options and considered the future
of his ball club. The net result was that Peters decided to sell the team to Robert Gilkerson who
had played for him for several years and at one time had been the Chicago Union Giants team
captain. The transaction took place sometime prior to the start of the 1919 season.

v e Swia ™ WA
o TS T BB

Peters Chicago Union Giants vs Indianapolis ABCs
(1917)

The sale of the Chicago Union Giants ended William S. Peters’ career in professional baseball
that had started in 1887 and spanned the next thirty years.

Passing of a Pioneer

William S. Peters passed away on April 2, 1933 in Chicago, Illinois. He was just 65 years old.
W.S. Peters was laid to rest at Mount Glenwood Memory Gardens in Glenwood, Illinois.
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Leading Colored Baseball Clubs of Chicago (1887-1909)

PERSONEL =t > ‘sz o3 " %a

OF THE . .

LEADING COLORED BASE BALL CLUBS OF CHICAGO .
FROM 1537 to 1909 =

. - ows * e, A

. UNIONS—1887, ABE JONES, Mlnlger . ek

Alms Juties, c:.tcher Joe Camp‘hcll pitcher; W, S. Peters, first base; Grant Campbell, second base; Darby Cott-

e -;l tlulrnll bivwe; Erank Scott, short-stop; Allert Hackley, left field; Frank C. Leland, center feld; Ormge..Eo:.
izt tivh

CHICAGO UNIONS—1838. ABE JONES, Manager AW s -
Al Jomes, e Jos, C.‘unpbe]l P.. W. 5, Peters, Lst base; Frask Scott, 2a0d b.; Waou, Freeman, Ird b.; W‘m. Lee,.
a n s Lrint Catnpbell, 1 fg Al HucLIey. e. [.; F. C. Leland, r. I.
CHICAGOD UNIONS—I889, R, R, IACK‘SON M:nlger =

o P SR T Sy 1 5, e L M ot e 1y
CHICAGO UNIONS—18%, W. S. PETERS, mnwr' (: gs
Park 76th and Langley Avenue b
Wi "Iiltwlj-:;nl: ,L :n':l 'bpul‘j;::;:razlt:nnc;!:lric E&rﬁflﬁ:ngp;.a: %us::ta‘h ml],;bejl?elclmgl:?::]r !:: fw‘:lbsenl: :It::hl:;f rbf. ‘
, CHICAGO UNIONS—1891, W. $. PETERS, Manager R

i Park 76th and Langley Avenue :

Ale Junus, ¢.i* Peter Burns, c.; Geo. Hopkins, p.; Wm._Smith, p.; Joe Came‘“ & Wim. S. Peters, .1st b.§ |
Wi Baskin, #nd b.; Darby Coum:n. drd b.; King, s. ;,mPMI. ¢. f.; Albert Hackley, r. [,; Puker. L!.-,

. CHICAGO UNIONS—1892, W. S. PETERS, Manager aa. '_“"".“
. Park, 76th Street and Laogley Avenue o ferd

Als: Jones, e.;"P. Bumns, c.: Geo. Hoph—.:m. p-: Joe Campbell, p.; Wm. 5. Peters, st b.. Wm, Bukm. “Znd b, - .

Narby Cottman, 3rd h; W, King, 3. 3.; Grant Campbell, afy hutHuk.ley. r. L Wm, Smith, e, f. . g is e
p . -.-:f‘.:.“_.‘ e

CHICAGO UNIONS—1893, W. 5. FETERS, Manager

Park, 76th Street and Langley Aveane
Peter Burns, e.; Abe ]onu ¢.; Gen. Hopkins, Joe Campbell, p.; W. S. Peters; 1st b.; Graat Campbell, Ind
L.} Darby Coum-m 3rd b.; Wm. Joyner, 3. a.; MLﬂ. Hackley, 1. l'.,Wu Smith, e {.
CHICAGO UNIONS—18%4, W. 5. PETERS, Manager
Park, 3Tth and Butler Streets
Alie Joues, o.; Peter Burns, ¢ ; Geo. Hdﬂuundﬁ Wm Holland, p.; W. S. Peters, Ist b,; Frank Scott, 2od b
Wm Jovuér, 5. 5.; Albert Hu‘kluv c. L. oore, 1. [.; Frank Butler, r. [.; Wm. S-mllh Jed b
CHICAGO UHIONS——I&N. W. 5. PETERS, Manager
Park, 37th and Buler Streets
Ralert Poctes, ¢.; Wm, Smith, p. and [.; Frank llull:r. i Ed. Woods, p.; and 1stb,; G:o Hopklns. "nd b.;
Albert HacEley, 3rd b.; Wm. Joyner, s. s.; Harry Moore, 1. Wl"ll Jomes, r. §.
CHICAGOD UNIONS—1886, W. 5. PETERS, Manager
Frank C. Leland, Traveling Manoager. Park. 37Tth and Butler Streets
Robert Footes, c.; lery Buckner, p.; Ed. Woods, p. n:d ht b.; Harry Moore, p. und Ist b.; Geo. Hopkins,
2ad Lo; 1@y Hyde, Jnl b, W, Joyner, 3. &.; Wm. Smith, c. Albu-t Hackley, 1. {.z Willis Jones. L2% 4
CHICAGO UNIONS—1897, W. 5. PETERS, Manager Hs;' ‘
Frank C. Leland, Traveling Manager. Park, J7th and Butler Streets ,/ '

Rulwrt Footes, ¢ ; Robert j‘ackson c.: Harry Buckner, p.; R. Shaw, p.; Ed Woods, p.; Wm. Holland, b.; Levn:

Revituhls, st b, : Geo Hopkius, 2nd b,; Harry Hyde, ded b.; Wm. Joyoer, 3. 5.; Hury uoon:, 7 71 Wao.
e. f.; Willis Jones, r. f.
gt it Sl

\ CHICAGQ UNIONS—1898, W. 5. PETERS, Manager & &
& Fraok C. Leland, Traveling Manager. Puck, J7th and Butler Streeys’ “

Rulwrt 'gotes, ¢.; Robert Jackson, ¢.; Harry Buckper, p.: Ed Woods, p.; Wm. Helland, p.; Beu__[gms, p.; Wm.
Iorm. p.; Lews Revnolds, 15t b.; Geo, H king, 2od b.; Byde. 3rd b.; Daw E[‘Wynn, 3. n.; Harry Hom, 1
£TWm Suub, c. £.; Willis Jones, r, f.; Wam. Joyaer, extn. ‘

s * \

Frank Leland’s — Chicago Giants Baseball Club
Media Guide (1910)
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Year

1887
1888-1894

Year

1890-1900
1901-1905
1906-1917
1909

1909-1918

Playing Career

Team Position League
Unions First Base Independent
Chicago Unions First Base Independent

Managerial Career

Team League

Chicago Unions Independent
Peters Union Giants Independent
Chicago Union Giants Independent
Chicago Union Giants Lakeshore League
Chicago Union Giants Independent

UNION GIANTS BASE BALL CLUB

Chicago Union Giants
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Leading Colored Baseball Clubs of Chicago (1887-1909)

o
Taylor, 1st b.; P. Roberts, 2nd b.; Harry Hyde, 3rd b.; James Smith, s l, Chas. Green, c. f.; G. Milliger, I, I,

David Wyate, r. L. » :
_CHICAGO UNION GIANTS-£1904, FRANE C. LELAND, Manager ‘
Wm. Brown, Traveling Manager./ Park, TOth Street and Wentworth Avenue, :
\\‘n_if_nngEF'E;‘ Vo, glng. c.} Thos. Means, p.; Dell Matthews, p.; Arthur Ross, p.: Geo, Taylor, 1sth.;
Danger Tellwrt, nd b.; Harry Hyde, Jrdb.; Albert Tonoy, s. s.; Sherman y lé.; Chas Green, c;‘{

) LELAND GIANTS—I1905 FRANK C. LELAND, Manager P i
Wm. Brown, Traveling Manager. Park, 79th Street and Wentworth Avenue./
Boly Rabinson, ¢.; Wm. Prim,c.; Wm. Holland, p.; Arthur Rom, p.; Wm. Homn, p.; John Davis, p.; Geo.

‘ Taylor, Ist b.: Nathan Harris, 2nd h.um%‘gj-l‘i‘a%; James Smith, 5. 5.; Sherman Bartom, |, [.; Chas. Grees, .,
I, Dell Mattliews, r. [. The above team made a record of 48 straight gumes. won. —

I LELAND GIANTS—1908, FRANK C. LELAND, Manager ¥ @
tn. Rrown, Traveling Manager. Park, T9th Street and Wentworth Avenue.
Bruce Petway, c.; Aodrew Campbell, c.; Wm. Ga " P-; Howard Petway, p.; John Davis, Clarence Lytle,

.1 Gew. Taylor, 1st b.; Danger Talbert, 2nd b.; Wm. Irwin Jrd and Albert T , 8.4.; Smith, b. {]. Harton,
K: Clias. Green, e. f, . s DeEr: A Janen Emit Q———ﬂ’. L

— LELAND GIANTS—1%7 FRANK C. LELAND, General Mansger S
Park, 70th Street and Wentworth Avenune, /&9 i

James Booker, e.; Haywood Rose, ¢.; Andrew Faoster, p.; Wm. Gate ",Wrm. Normaa, p.;
Harry Muwre, st b-: Nathan Hams, 2ad b.; Danger Talbert, 3rd b.: Geo. might;l. 8. ; Clareoce Winston, f ';:

Audrew 'avue, o . 5
LELAND GIANTS—1908, FRANK C. LELAND, eral Magager
Park, T9th Street and W Ayfaue. .

Jases Booker.c.: T. Strothers, c.; Aadrew Foster, p.; Walter Ball, pi Bowman, p.; Wm. Norman, p.: H

Moure, 15t b,: Nathan Harnis, %nd b.; Danger Talbert, yrd o; nght, 5. s.; Clarence Winston, |. {.: Preston
Hill, «. i.; Andrew Payne, r. f. )

LELAND GIANTS—1909, FRANK C. LELAND, President
Park, 79th Strech and Weatworth Avenue (577}

James Bouker, e.; T, Strothers, c.; Aodrew Foster, p.; Wm. Norman, P. Dougherty, p.:
Gatewwsl. p.: Harry Soare, 15t .; Nathan Harris, 38 b.; Daoger Talbart sy Gob Wopns o B W,
Winston, L. [.; Preston Hill, c. f.; Chas. Green, L f.; Aadrew Payne, r. f. o

.

/'i (Ueo. Hopkius, 2ad b.; Harry Hyde, Jrdb. W&, Moofeé, 5. s.; Hury Moere, I. £.; Willis Jones, r. f., Wm. Joyuer,

" Harry Hyle, Ird h.; Wm. Mouree, 2ad b.; Harry Moore, 'I.Ff.'; gﬁl is iqnﬂ r. [.; Wm. Joyner, extra; Grant Joba

™
e Pricr Burns, c.; Geo, Wilson, p.; Joe Miller, p.; Harry Buckser, p.; Geo, Johnson, 15t b.; Chas, Graat, 2ad b.;
_,(}‘i".“ Mags jrd L.; Sol White, s, :., Joba Pattersas, |. [.; Sherman Baron, r. f'.'- Wm. Holland, €. .0 —0 /3

P CHICAGO UNIONS-f1899, W. S. PETERS, Manages /¢ o
Fraak Q. Leland, Tt i agager. Park, I7th and Butler 3 . @ Sala s
/ Rolwrl [fooles, c.; Robert Jackson, c.;'Bert Jones, p.) Wm. Horn, p.. Wm. Hollaad, p.; Bert Wakefield, Istb.;.

oxiral - .
‘ COLUMBIA GIANTS—1899] AL H. GARRETT, Manager _ o v
/13U Park, y9th Street an0d Wentworth Avenue - . -,
~ P, llurus, &; Geo. Wilson, p.; Joe Miller, p.; Harry Buckaer, p.; Ceo.Johason, 1st b.; Chas, Grant, 2ad b.;
=War Diags, Jal b.; Grant Johnsoa, 5. s ; John Pattersoq, L. [.; Sherman Barton, ¢ £ Lewis Reynolds, r, f.
T CHICAGO UNIOMS—1900, W| S. PETERS, Mana
Fragk C. Leland, Traveliog Manager. th utler Streets

Holrert Fuotes, ¢.; Robert Jackson, «: Thomas Means .. Wi, Hom, p.; Bert Wakefield, 1st h;;

i, 5, %,

COLUMBLA GIANTS5-—1900{ A. H. GARRETT, Manager -
/3 Park, I9th Street and Wentworth Avenue )

CHICAGO UNION GIANTSOrganized July 17, Y901—FRANRE C. LELAND, Manager

Jue Miller p.s L tin. 1 e3, pk Mitehell, ¢.; Wakfield 1st b.; Harry Moore, and b.; Danger Talbet,
Ind L Guerge RMQ s.; Willis Joues, . f.; Albert Toney, & (.; Wm, Jovner,r. {, o

CHICAGO UNION GIA 1602, FRANK C. LELAND, Macsger - [] .
frﬁu/e
arry

Wm. Brown, Traveling Maoager. Park, T9th Street and Wentworth ’ ‘
Guo. Johuson, ¢,; Robert Footes. ¢.; Joe Miller, p.: Andrew Foster p.; Lyde, fil; H Hyile, 1sth.; David
Wyatt, 2l b CWm. Binga, 3rd Ip; Danyer Talbor, a. 5.; John Patterson, L f Willis Jones, r._[,; Wm. Joymer, c. L. ‘

CHICAGO UNION GIANTS—1903, F. C. LELAND, Manager & (i) |
- Park, 79th Street and Wentworth Avenue . .
ﬂ Annrew Camnpbell, €. Rabert Foates, c.f Walter Ball, pi; Jow Miller, p.; Jobn Davis, p.; Arthur Ross, p.; Geo

-

Frank Leland’s — Chicago Giants Baseball Club
Media Guide (1910)
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Selected Career Highlights

e William S. Peters started his baseball career as a first baseman for the Unions in 1887 and
then played for the Chicago Unions from 1888 to 1894.

e Prior to the start of the 1888 season William S. Peters joined with Frank Leland and two
other Chicago businessmen to form the Chicago Unions.

e According to Negro League researcher, Gary Ashwill, the 1897 and 1900 Chicago
Unions were considered the “Colored Champions of the West.”

e In 1899 the Chicago Unions played the Cuban X-Giants for the “Colored World’s
Championship.” Sol White, member of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and author of
the first book on black baseball, considered this the first real “championship” series
between a team from the East meeting a team from the West. The Cuban X-Giants won
nine of the fourteen games for the title.

e In 1900 the Chicago Unions defeated the Cuban X-Giants to become the “Colored
World’s Champions.”

e  Under the leadership of William S. Peters and Frank Leland, the Chicago Unions (1888-
1900) built a winning tradition in the Midwest and were consistently one of the best if not
the best black baseball team in the Midwest/West. According to black baseball historian,
Sol White, the Chicago Unions had a career won-loss record of 613-118-2 (.814).

e Under the management of William S. Peters, the Chicago Union Giants were considered
the top team in the West for the 1905 and 1906 seasons.

e William S. Peters led his Chicago Union Giants to the Lakeshore League title in 1909.

o The 1909 Chicago Union Giants posted an impressive won-loss record of 46-10 (.822)
and were one of the top teams if not the best team in the West during the 1909 season.

e The Chicago Union Giants started the 1910 season with a won-loss record of 43-7 (.860),
18 shutouts and two no-hitters. At the end of the season they were 104-40-3 (.722).

e The Chicago Union Giants are regarded by some historians and researchers as the top
team in the West for the 1911 season.

e William S. Peters’ baseball career ended prior to the start of the 1919 season when he
sold his team to Robert Gilkerson who renamed the team “Gilkerson’s Union Giants.”

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO FAIRS AND OTHER LARGE CELEBRATIONS

L. B. PETERS, ASSISTANT MANAGER W. S. PETERS, JR., TREASURER

TELEPHONE HAYMARKET 2556

THE CHICAGO UNION GIANTS
BASE BALL CLUB

OLDEST COLORED TEAM ADDRESS
ON THE ROAD W. S. PETERS, MANAGER
FRANK PETERS FILLING HI8 OUR 36TH SEASON 1411 GRAND AVENUE

FATHERS SHOES ON THE DIAMOND
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Chicago Unions Giants

(1899)
EM ER TH
CHICLCO ION BASE RALL ClLIIR
}H LTI NIWUN IFVJI E)HH,! Wi
\re e L)s | ca
11) ”L Y i
fd FsA ¥ y CRESIRTY T { )

(Top row left to right — Willis Jones. Bill Holland, Robert Jackson, Bill Joyner and Dave Wyatt. Middle row
left to right — Harry Hyde, Bob Foote, William S. Peters, Bert Jones and Harry “Mike” Moore.
Bottom row left to right — Arnett, Harry Buckner, Frank Leland and George Hopkins)
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