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Chicago Union Giants 
 

William S. Peters began his professional baseball career in 1887 with the Unions as a player. In 
1888 he helped form the Chicago Unions who eventually became the Chicago Union Giants. 
Peters remained active in baseball until 1917 when he sold his team to Robert Gilkerson. 
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William Stitt Peters was born in May of 1867 in Kentucky. As an adult he became a very 
successful businessman in Chicago (IL). It was also on the sandlots and playgrounds of Chicago 
that Peters developed his baseball skills.  
 
Peters is recognized as one of the early pioneers of black baseball in the Midwest. In his book Sol 
White’s History of Colored Baseball, former Hall Of Fame baseball player, author and Negro 
League baseball historian Sol White made the following assessment of William Peters and his 
business partner Frank Leland: 
 

“We like the efforts of Will Peters (William S. Peters) and Frank Leland in trying  
  to advance the game. Their long continuous participation in the sport surely  
  gives them a high rating in the ranks of the pioneers of baseball.” 

 
Peters Joins the Unions 

 
W.S. Peters got his first exposure to professional baseball in 1887 when he was signed by the 
Unions who were an independent team based out of Chicago. The Unions were managed by Abe 
Jones who was also the team’s starting catcher. Immediately upon his signing Peters became the 
team’s starting first baseman. Also playing for the 1887 Unions was Frank Leland who would go 
on to be very influential in the early years of black baseball in America.  
 
Grant Campbell (OF/2B), Joe Campbell (P), Darby Cottman (3B), Orange Fox (RF), Albert 
Hackley (OF) and Frank Scott (SS) rounded out the starting line-up for the 1887 Unions. 

 
W.S. Peters and Frank Leland Form the Chicago Unions 

 
Before the start of the 1888 baseball season, William S. Peters joined Chicago businessmen 
Henry Elby, Albert Donegan and Frank Leland to organize the Chicago Unions. They started as 
an amateur black baseball team who were based in Chicago but quickly became a dominant force 
in black baseball in the Midwest. The majority of the Chicago Union games were played on 
Sundays against other amateur teams and local town teams or “prairie” teams as they were often 
called. 
 
With their ability to attract some of the best black baseball  
players in the Midwest, the Chicago Unions quickly became  
the premier black baseball team in the Midwest. According  
to Negro League historian, Sol White the Chicago Unions  
went undefeated in their first season of play. 
 
The 1888 Chicago Unions were managed by former Unions’  
manager and catcher, Abe Jones. Frank Leland was the  
team’s starting right fielder and W.S. Peters played first base.  
Other players on the 1888 Chicago Unions roster were Grant  
Campbell (LF), Joe Campbell (P), William Freeman (3B),  
Albert Hackley (CF), William Lee (SS) and Frank Scott (2B). 
 
During the week the Chicago Unions barnstormed through  
the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin.  
The team would return to Chicago before the weekend for  
their “big money” games that were usually played on Sundays.  
It was not uncommon for the Chicago Unions to play two or  
three games on Sunday. The top “white” semiprofessional  
teams in and around the Chicago area were frequent opponents  
for the Chicago Unions. Often these games were played on a  
winner take all basis and significant side bets were not uncommon.  
 
          Frank Leland 
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Atlanta, New Orleans, Norfolk, Savannah and St. Louis also fielded strong teams in the Midwest 
and South during the 1888 season. 
 
Prior to the start of the 1889 season, the Chicago Unions changed managers. R.R. Jackson 
replaced Abe Jones as the team’s manager. This move enabled Jones to concentrate his efforts on 
playing during the 1889 season. The Chicago Unions fielded a strong line-up in 1889 that 
featured the play of Abe Jones (C), Frank Leland (CF) and W.S. Peters (1B). Joe Campbell and 
William “Big Bill” Smith handled the majority of the pitching duties for the team during the 1889 
season.  
 
From 1890 to 1900 the Chicago Unions were one of the top teams in the Midwest. According to 
research by Larry Lester and Dick Clark, William Peters served as the team’s manager from 
1890-1899. In the late 1890’s the Cuban X-Giants were a major rival of the Chicago Unions.  
 
Some of the top players for the Chicago Unions during the 1890’s were Harry Buckner (P), Pete 
Burns (C), Robert “Bob” Footes (C), Billy Holland (P), Will Horn (P), Harry Hyde (3B), Abe 
Jones (C), Bert Jones (P), Willis Jones (OF), Bill Monroe (SS), Harry “Mike” Moore (OF), 
William S. Peters (1B), William “Big Bill” Smith (P/OF) and David Wyatt (SS). Wyatt later 
became a famous sports writer for the Chicago Whip, the Indianapolis Freeman and the Chicago 
Defender. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Unions 
Chicago Inter-Ocean 

09-02-97 
 

(Top row left to right – William Joyner, Scales, Frank Butler, Frank Leland, Bob Jackson, Richard Shaw and 
 Lou Reynolds. Middle row left to right – George Hopkins, Mike Moore, William S. Peters, Robert Footes and 
Harry Buckner. Bottom row left to right – T. Moore, Harry Hyde, William “Big Bill Smith and Willis Jones) 

 
Starting in 1891 the Chicago Unions played their home games at a small park located at 67th 
Street and Langley Avenue.  
 
Prior to the start of the 1894 season, Peters and Leland secured new playing grounds for their 
team at a field that was located at 37th Street and Butler Street. The new site was more centrally 
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located and this enabled the Chicago Unions to attract a larger fan base. William S. Peters fielded 
a strong team in 1894. His starting line-up for the season included: W.S. Peters (1B), Frank Scott 
(2B), William Joyner (SS), William “Big Bill” Smith (3B), Pete Burns (C), Abe Jones (C), Gus 
Brooks (OF), Albert Hackley (OF) and Frank Butler (OF). Bill Holland and George Hopkins 
were the team’s two primary pitchers during the season. The Chicago Unions were considered the 
best black team in the Chicago area for the 1894 season. 
 
Going into the 1895 season William Peters was immediately faced with having to replace over 
half of his starting line-up from the 1894 team. Four players left the Unions to play for the newly 
formed Page Fence Giants who were based out of Adrian (MI). These players were Gus Brooks 
(OF), Peter Burns (C), Bill Holland (OF/P) and George Hopkins (2B/OF). The Page Fence Giants 
were formed through the efforts of John “Bud” Fowler, Grant “Homerun” Johnson and Sol 
White. The Page Fence Giants had a tremendous inaugural season and posted a won-loss record 
of 118-36-3 (.766). This is particularly impressive as they started their 1895 campaign with a  
5-13 (.278) record before the team caught fire. 
 
In addition to losing four starters to the Page Fence Giants, Peters also had to replace himself at 
first base because the 1894 season was his last as a full time player. Ed Woods who was one of 
the team’s starting pitchers played first base when he wasn’t pitching. The standouts on William 
S. Peters 1895 team were Robert “Bob” Footes (C), Harry “Mike” Moore (OF) and Willis Jones 
(OF). William “Big Bill” Smith, Frank Butler and Ed Woods handled most of the pitching 
assignments in1895. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Willis Jones 
               Chicago Unions 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
William S. Peters started the Chicago Unions 1896 season with a roster that included Robert 
“Bob” Footes (C), Albert Hackley (SS), Harry Hyde (3B), Willis Jones (OF) and Harry “Mike” 
Moore (1B). Harry Buckner and Ed Woods provided the Unions with two strong starting pitchers. 
At the end of the season the Chicago Unions were considered the second best team in the West. 
The Cuban X-Giants with Andrew “Ajax” Jackson as their manager were generally regarded as 
the best team in the West for the 1896 season. 
 

Peters Fields a Championship Team 
 

When the 1897 season started William S. Peters was very optimistic about the upcoming season 
because he fielded a strong hitting line-up with a very good pitching staff. The Chicago Unions 
played their home games at Union Park in Chicago. 
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In 1897 the Chicago Unions fielded a championship team that included the following starting 
line-up: 

Chicago Unions (1897) 
 

Position  Player    Position     Player   
 
1B  Louis Reynolds   OF  Bill Joyner 
2B  Harry “Mike” Moore/George Hopkins OF  Willis Jones 
SS  Billy Holland   OF  Big Bill Smith 
3B  Harry Hyde 
C  Robert “Bob” Footes/Robert Jackson P  Harry Buckner 

 
Bill Holland, Robert Shaw and Ed Woods also pitched for the Chicago Unions in 1897. 
 
Currently eight (8) box scores have been found for the 1897 Chicago Unions. The team went 6-2 
(.750) and compiled a team batting average of .384 in these eight games. According to Negro 
League historian Gary Ashwill and his Seamheads research team, the 1897 Chicago Unions were 
the “Colored Champions of the West.”  
 
Prior to the start of the 1898 season William Peters signed Bert Jones (P/OF) and Dave Wyatt 
(SS) to bolster his roster and help his team defend their title of “Colored Champions of the West.” 
When the 1898 season ended the Chicago Unions were the second best team in the West right 
behind the Cuban X-Giants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Cuban X-Giants 
 
         Colored Champions of West 
          1898 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W.S. Peters was the general manager and Frank Leland was the traveling manager of the 1899 
Chicago Unions. Under the management and leadership of Leland and Peters, the Chicago 
Unions were a financially stable team who attracted and retained the top black players in the 
Midwest.   
  
In 1899 the Chicago Unions fielded a very strong starting line-up that included Mike Moore (1B), 
Bill Monroe (SS), Harry Hyde (3B), Robert “Bob” Footes (C), Robert Jackson (C) and Willis 
Jones (OF). The pitching staff for the Chicago Unions included Bill Holland (OF/P), Bert Jones 
(P) and Will Horn (P).  
 
During the 1899 season the Chicago Unions played the Columbia Giants whose roster was 
comprised mainly of former Page Fence Giants players for the “Colored Championship of 
Chicago.” Grant “Homerun” Johnson (SS), Charlie Grant (2B), Sherman Barton (OF), Bill Binga 
(3B), John W. “Pat” Patterson (OF), Pete Burns (C) and Harry Buckner (P) were the top players 
for the Columbia Giants. Behind the pitching of George Wilson, the Columbia Giants won all 
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five (5) games of the series to claim the title. The Chicago Unions also were defeated by the 
Cuban X-Giants for the “Colored World’s Championship.” The Cuban X-Giants won nine (9) of 
the fourteen (14) games played during the series. Sol White, member of the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and author of the first book on the history of black baseball, considered this the first 
real “championship” series between a team from the East meeting a team from the West. 
 
After the regular season the Chicago Unions played the Indianapolis Hoosiers who had just won 
the Western League championship. The Unions scored a run in the 9th inning to come away with a 
5-5 tie. 
 

Chicago Unions Become Colored World’s Champions 
 

The best Chicago Unions team that W.S. Peters (General Manager) and Frank Leland (Traveling 
Manager) fielded was their 1900 squad. To make a run at the championship, Peters and Leland 
recruited the following players to field a very strong starting line-up:  
 

Chicago Unions (1900) 
 

Position  Player    Position     Player   
 
1B  Bert Wakefield   OF  Willis Jones 
2B  William “Bill” Monroe  OF  Harry “Mike” Moore 
SS  Grant “Homerun” Johnson  OF  William “Bill” Joyner 
3B  Harry Hyde and Dangerfield Talbert  
C  Robert “Bob” Footes  P  William “Bill” Horn 

         Bert Jones 
         
Thomas Means and George Miller also pitched for the Chicago Unions in 1900. Grant 
“Homerun” Johnson who was the starting shortstop and team captain was the key signing for 
Peters and Leland. 
 

The Chicago Unions played their home games at Union 
Park in Chicago in 1900. 

 
During the 1900 season the Cuban X-Giants traveled to 
Chicago to challenge the Chicago Unions for the title of 
“Colored World’s Champions.” The Cuban X-Giants 
had consistently dominated the Chicago Unions over the 
years, but the 1900 championship series provided a 
different outcome for the Peters-Leland team. The 
Chicago Unions prevailed in beating their perennial foe 
to claim the series championship. 

 
Chicago Unions Built a Winning Tradition 

 
From 1888 through the 1900 season, the Chicago Unions 
built a winning tradition in the Midwest. They were 
professionals who practiced and trained together as a 
team. The Chicago Unions easily out classed their 
opposition on a regular basis and were consistently 
considered the best black team in the Chicago area.  In 
short they dominated their opponents and rarely lost. 
According to black baseball historian, Sol White, the 
Chicago Unions had a career won-loss record of 613-
118-2 (.814).  

 
Grant “Homerun” Johnson 
           Chicago Unions 
                 1900 
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Peters and Leland Part Company 

 
Prior to the start of the 1901 baseball season, William S. Peters and Frank Leland parted 
company. In the 1890’s Frank Leland and W.S. Peters were the top two figures in black baseball 
in the Chicago area. The two primary reasons for their parting of ways in 1901 were as follows: 
 

1. The Chicago Unions lost their lease on their home field located at 37th and 
Butler streets and they were then forced to become a fulltime traveling team. 
This occurred when Charles Comiskey moved his St. Paul franchise to 
Chicago. In addition Comiskey purchased South Side Park and made plans to 
expand it. This effectively evicted both the Chicago Unions and Columbia 
Giants both of whom made the park their home field. 

 
2. In addition according to Frank Leland, William Peters had begun to alienate 

white semi-pro club managers with questionable business decisions. An 
example of this was when Peters scheduled a three game series with 
Marquette and the Cuban X-Giants on the same days. Peters ended up 
canceling the series with Marquette and they were left with no opponent to 
play.   

 
Frank Leland took the top players from the Chicago Unions and combined them with the best 
players from the Columbia Giants and formed a “new” team that he called the “Chicago Union 
Giants.” After his split with Frank Leland, W.S. Peters continued to be very active in black 
baseball in Chicago. Over the years Leland and Peters feuded bitterly, especially over the use of 
the name “Union Giants.” From 1901 to 1905 William S. Peters’ team was most often referred to 
as “Peters Union Giants.” 
 
 

          William Peters Signs Rube Foster ? 
 
Prior to the start of the 1902 season the Chicago 
Tribune published a story that William Peters 
was putting together a very strong roster for the 
upcoming season. According to the newspaper 
article Peters had signed four “new” key players 
to his starting line-up. They were Andrew 
“Rube” Foster (P), Andrew Campbell (C), 
Clarence “Dude” Lytle (P/OF) and Dave Wyatt 
(OF).  
 
Rube Foster was a rising star who had spent the 
1901 season with the Fort Worth Colts. In 1901 
he was credited with pitching two no-hitters 
Reportedly, Peters never sent Foster the travel 
money that he required to join the team and 
Foster never reported. What has been verified 
through newspaper box scores is that by June of 
1902, Rube Foster, Clarence Lytle and Dave 
Campbell were all playing for Frank Leland’s 
Chicago Union Giants. Losing several top 
players to Frank Leland only intensified the feud 
between Peters and Leland. 

 
 
 
Andrew “Rube” Foster 
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Peters’ Team Become the Chicago Union Giants 
 

In 1905 when Frank Leland’s team changed the name of his team to the “Chicago Leland 
Giants,” William Peters started referring to his team as the “Chicago Union Giants.” The top 
offensive players Peters had on his team in 1905 were Harry Hyde (3B), George “Chappie” 
Johnson (C), “Topeka” Jack Johnson (1B), Willis Jones (OF) and Clarence “Dude” Lytle (OF/P). 
The pitching staff for the 1905 Chicago Union Giants included Clarence “Dude” Lytle, Joe 
“Cannon Ball” Miller and Walter Taylor. “Topeka” Jack Johnson was the team’s captain and 
often handled the team’s managerial duties when the Union Giants were on the road. According 
to Negro League researcher, Gary Ashwill and his Seamheads research team, William S. Peters’ 
Chicago Union Giants were the top team in the West for the 1905 season. Newspaper reports 
credit the 1905 Chicago Union Giants with a won-loss record of 112-10 (.918). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Union Giants  
(1905) 

 
(Standing left to right – Alex Irwin, Willis Jones, Fred Roberts, Haywood Rose Tom Washington, Harry Hyde, 

Clarence “Dude” Lytle, George Hopkins, “Topeka” Jack Johnson and George Taylor) 
  

To help his team defend their “Colored Champions of the West” 
title, William S. Peters brought in the following new players: 
Sherman Barton (CF), Frank “Bunch” Davis (SS), Johnny Davis 
(P), Mack Ramsey (OF), John Reeves (OF), Haywood Rose 
(1B), Albert Toney (3B) and William Washington (C) for the 
1906 baseball season. Newcomer Johnny Davis and Clarence 
“Dude” Lytle handled the majority of the pitching duties for the 
Union Giants. Peters took quite a gamble by signing almost an 
entire new starting line-up but it paid off when at the end of the 
season the Chicago Union Giants repeated as the “Colored 
Champions of the West.” 

 
Freeman 
09-21-07 
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Chicago Union Giants 
(1908) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        Freeman 
                                 06-20-08 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Freeman               Freeman 
 06-20-08                  08-01-08 
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Going into the 1907 season William S. Peters secured Artesian Park as the home field for his 
Chicago Union Giants. Some of Peters’ top players during the season were Joe Green (OF), 
“Topeka” Jack Johnson (2B), Ginney Robinson (1B), Jimmy Smith (3B) and Albert Toney (SS). 
According to newspaper reports that were published in the Freeman, the 1907 Chicago Union 
Giants were the second best team in the West right after the Leland Giants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Union Giants  
(1907) 

 
(Standing left to right – Will Horn and “Topeka” Jack Johnson.  Middle row left to right – Albert Toney, Joe Green, 
Jimmy Smith, George Hopkins, Ginny Robinson and unknown. Front row left to right – unknown and Sam Strothers.) 

 
The 1908 Chicago Union Giants fielded a very good team. Fred “”Puggie” Hutchinson (SS), 
William Primm (C), Wes “Whip” Pryor (3B), Mack Ramsey (OF), James Shawler (OF) and 
Albert Toney (SS) led the team in hitting. The pitching staff in 1908 included Walter Ball, E.W. 
Haynes, Thomas Means, Billy Norman, Frank Talbott, Walter Taylor and William West.  
 

The Union Giants traveled all over the Midwest 
during the 1908 season and according to 
newspaper records compiled a very good won-
loss record. After defeating the Buxton Wonders 
in August they had compiled a nineteen (19) 
game winning streak. However, at the end of the 
season William Peters was beat out for the top 
team in the West by his old nemesis Frank 
Leland and his Leland Giants squad. 

 
 
 
Freeman 

Indianapolis, IN 
             06-13-08 
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Chicago Union Giants 
            (1909) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Freeman 
                  09-04-09 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Chicago Union Giants 
                Season Recap 
 
                   Freeman 
                   09-25-09 
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Chicago Union Giants 
(1908) 

 
 

Chicago Union Giants Enter the Lakeshore League 
 

During the 1909 season, the Chicago Union 
Giants played an extensive independent schedule 
and also played in the Lakeshore League. The 
teams that made up the Lakeshore League in 
1909 included the Chicago Union Giants, 
Kenosha, Manitowoc, Menasha, Milwaukee, 
Port Washington, Racine and Sheboygan. All of 
the teams in the Lakeshore League were “white” 
with the exception of the Chicago Union Giants. 

 
With a commitment to play in the highly 
competitive Lakeshore League, Peters signed 
Jimmie and Bennie Lyons to strengthen his 
roster. 

 
To manage the team on the road William Peters 
hired John Reeves who also played center field. 

 
  
 
          Freeman 
                                                        Indianapolis, IN 
            03-13-09 
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Chicago Union Giants  
(1909) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Freeman 
01-16-09 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Freeman          Freeman 
09-04-09          05-22-09 
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Peters fielded an excellent Chicago Union Giants team for the 1909 season that included the 
following starting lineup: 
 

Chicago Union Giants (1909) 
 

Position  Player    Position     Player   
 
1B  Harry Hyde   OF   James Shawler 
2B  Frank Young   OF  John Reeves 
SS  Fred “Puggie” Hutchinson  OF  Jimmie Lyons 
3B  Wes “Whip” Pryor 
C  Tom Washington   P  Clarence “Dude” Lytle 
      P  Jimmie Lyons 

 
Davis (no first name), Charles “Pat” Dougherty, Harry Hyde, Lewis Johnson, Bennie Lyons, Wes 
Pryor, Frank Talbert and William West also pitched for the Chicago Union Giants during the 
1909 season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Clarence “Dude” Lytle 
 
           Chicago Union Giants 
          (1909) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clarence “Dude” Lytle entered the 1909 season as the ace of the pitching staff. Lytle had an 
excellent season. He posted a won-loss record of 17-1 (.944) with seven (7) shutouts. From line 
scores that have been currently located, Jimmie Lyons had an excellent rookie season on the 
mound with a won-loss record of 22-2 (.917) and six (6) shut outs. Jimmie’s brother, Bennie, also 
pitched for the Chicago Union Giants during the 1909 season and compiled a perfect won-loss 
record of 9-0 (1.000). According to newspaper accounts Jimmie was also one of the team’s top 
hitters along with James Shawler (captain), Harry Hyde, Frank Young and Fred “Puggie” 
Hutchinson. 
 
The Chicago Unions Giants finished the 1909 season with an impressive won-loss record of  
46-10 (.822) and were also the champions of the Lakeshore League. During the season the Union 
Giants had a twenty-two (22) game winning streak on the road. 
 
Other top teams in the West during the 1909 season were the Leland Giants, Kansas City Giants, 
St. Paul Gophers, Birmingham Giants, Illinois Giants, San Antonio Black Broncos, Indianapolis 
ABCs, Buxton Wonders and Minneapolis Keystones. 
 
Both the Kansas City Giants and St. Paul Gophers claimed the 1909 “Colored World’s 
Championship.” In addition Andrew “Rube” Foster claimed that his team, the “Leland Giants,” 
were the “Colored World’s Champions” for the 1909 season even though they had lost series to 
both the Kansas City Giants and St. Paul Colored Gophers. In addition Foster’s Leland Giants 
never played Peter’s Union Giants. The reason that the Leland Giants and Chicago Union Giants 
never played each other during the season was that W.S. Peters and Rube Foster had a long 
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standing rift that went back several years. Rube Foster’s “world championship” claim is just 
another good example of Rube’s “fuzzy logic” when it came to presenting his team in the best 
possible light. Who is to say that the Chicago Union Giants should not have been given 
consideration for a claim to the “Colored World’s Championship?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Union Giants vs Randolph Baseball Club 
Randolph, WI 

 
When the Chicago Union Giants opened the 1910 season it was, according to newspaper 
accounts, their thirty-second (32) year on the road. The Union Giants started their 1910 season 
just like they had ended their 1909 season; they won games. Some of the key holdovers from the 
1909 team were Willis Jones (OF), Jimmie Lyons (OF), Clarence “Dude” Lytle (P/OF), Mack 
Ramsey (2B/OF) and Tom Washington (C). One of William Peters’ key player signings for the 
1910 season was Robert Gilkerson who became the team’s starting second baseman and team 
captain.  

William Peters kept his team on the road during the 1910 
season. They started the season with a record of 43-7 
(.860) with 18 of their wins being by shut out. To add to 
the laurels of the pitching staff, Charles Jessup and 
James Harvey each pitched a no-hitter during the season. 
When the season ended, the Chicago Union Giants had 
posted a won-loss record of 104-40-3 (.722).  

 
The Chicago Union Giants opened their 1911 season on 
Easter Day (April 16th) at Rockford, (IL) against a team 
from the Wisconsin-Illinois League. Some of the top 
players on the 1911 roster were Robert Gilkerson (2B), 
Sam Gordon (C), James Harvey (P), Horace Jenkins (P), 
Charles Jessup (P), Willis Jones (OF) and Charles Reese. 
Some researchers regard the 1911 Chicago Union Giants 

Freeman as the top independent team in the West for the 1911 
       09-17-10    season. 
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Chicago Union Giants vs Daggett Baseball Club 
Daggett, Michigan 

(1911) 
 
By 1913 William Peters was having a difficult time signing top flight ball players. The net result 
was that the Chicago Union Giants were relegated to the stature of a second division team. Things 
got so bad that on several occasions during the season William Peters would play right field and 
bat at the bottom of the order. The only noteworthy player on the 1913 Chicago Union Giants 
team was Hurley McNair who would go on to star for the Kansas City Monarchs. Negro League 
historian and researcher Gary Ashwill ranks the Chicago Union Giants as only the 8th best team in 
the West during the 1913 season. In short, virtually every top team in the West was better than the 
Union Giants in 1913. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Union Giants 
(1913) 
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Hurley McNair returned to the Chicago Union Giants for 
the 1914 season. Other than Mc Nair and Dick 
Whitworth, William Peters wasn’t very successful in 
upgrading the rest of his roster. Box scores have been 
found for three games for the Union Giants for the 1914 
season. In these three games Union Giants hitters only 
went 15 for 100 for a meager .150 batting average. 
McNair had 4 of these 15 hits. Without Hurley McNair 
in the line-up, the Chicago Union Giants would have 
batted .129. William Peters did sign a young 18 year old 
pitcher by the name of Dick Whitworth who would go 
on to have an impressive Negro League career. Playing 
primarily against lower level teams and town teams, 
Dick Whitworth reportedly won thirty (30) games for the 
1914 Chicago Union Giants. 

      
 An interesting side note to the 1914 season is that 

William Peters sent his 19 year old son  Frank on the  
   Dick Whitworth road with the Union Giants. Frank was to learn the 
Chicago Union Giants   business side of a travelling baseball club so that if  
          1914         needed he could take it over some day.  
 
Frank also got the opportunity to play a little shortstop for the Chicago Union Giants. Seven (7) 
box scores have been found for Frank Peters playing shortstop for his father’s ball club. In 28 at 
bats he only got 3 base hits for an anemic .130 batting average. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Union Giants Letterhead 
(1915) 

 
By the start of the 1915 season the Chicago Union Giants were still a second level team. During 
the 1915 baseball season the top teams in the West were the All Nations, Chicago American 
Giants, Chicago Black Sox, Cuban Stars, French Lick Plutos, Indianapolis ABCs, Louisville 
White Sox, St. Louis Giants and West Baden Sprudels. 
 
According to a newspaper article that appeared in The Day Book (Chicago) February 16th edition 
in 1916, William S. Peters (representing the Chicago Union Giants) attended an organizational  
meeting held by Charles W. Murphy (former Chicago Cub president) and Jake Stahl (former 
Major League ball player who piloted the Boston Red Sox to a world’s championship). The 
purpose of the meeting was to finalize arrangements for the Chicago Baseball League. Some of 
the other teams that sent representatives to the meeting were the Braves, Ciceros, Galligans, 
Joliet, Logan Square, Merrimacs, Normals, Rogers Park, South Chicago, Warren Hill, Waukegan 
and the Westsides. 
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In 1916 William S. Peters did upgrade his roster but not enough to turn the Chicago Union Giants 
into a top level team. Some of the better players on Peters’ 1916 roster were Hurley McNair (OF), 
Andrew “Jap” Payne (2B), Joe Scotland (1B), Chick Harper (P) and Edgar Burch (P). During the 
1916 season Frank Peters went on the road full time with his father’s team as the Union Giants’ 
travelling business manager.  
 
Frank continued to tour with the team during the 1917 and 1918 seasons as the team’s traveling 
business manager and also played shortstop before his father sold the club. By the time that Frank 
started touring with the Chicago Union Giants, they had been reduced to a low level team who 
had a hard time beating the small town teams and local squads that they played. After the 
conclusion of the 1918 season William Peters weighed all of his options and considered the future 
of his ball club. The net result was that Peters decided to sell the team to Robert Gilkerson who 
had played for him for several years and at one time had been the Chicago Union Giants team 
captain. The transaction took place sometime prior to the start of the 1919 season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peters Chicago Union Giants vs Indianapolis ABCs 
          (1917) 
 
The sale of the Chicago Union Giants ended William S. Peters’ career in professional baseball 
that had started in 1887 and spanned the next thirty years. 
 

Passing of a Pioneer 
 

William S. Peters passed away on April 2, 1933 in Chicago, Illinois. He was just 65 years old. 
W.S. Peters was laid to rest at Mount Glenwood Memory Gardens in Glenwood, Illinois. 
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Leading Colored Baseball Clubs of Chicago (1887-1909) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Frank Leland’s – Chicago Giants Baseball Club  
Media Guide (1910) 
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Playing Career 
 
Year  Team   Position  League 
 
1887  Unions   First Base  Independent 
1888-1894 Chicago Unions  First Base  Independent 
 
 
 
 

Managerial Career 
 
Year  Team     League 
 
1890-1900 Chicago Unions    Independent 
1901-1905 Peters Union Giants   Independent 
1906-1917 Chicago Union Giants   Independent 
1909  Chicago Union Giants   Lakeshore League 
1909-1918 Chicago Union Giants   Independent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Union Giants 
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Leading Colored Baseball Clubs of Chicago (1887-1909) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Frank Leland’s – Chicago Giants Baseball Club  
Media Guide (1910) 
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Selected Career Highlights 
 

• William S. Peters started his baseball career as a first baseman for the Unions in 1887 and 
then played for the Chicago Unions from 1888 to 1894. 

 
• Prior to the start of the 1888 season William S. Peters joined with Frank Leland and two 

other Chicago businessmen to form the Chicago Unions. 
 

• According to Negro League researcher, Gary Ashwill, the 1897 and 1900 Chicago 
Unions were considered the “Colored Champions of the West.” 

 
• In 1899 the Chicago Unions played the Cuban X-Giants for the “Colored World’s 

Championship.” Sol White, member of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and author of 
the first book on black baseball, considered this the first real “championship” series 
between a team from the East meeting a team from the West. The Cuban X-Giants won 
nine of the fourteen games for the title. 

 
• In 1900 the Chicago Unions defeated the Cuban X-Giants to become the “Colored 

World’s Champions.” 
 
• Under the leadership of William S. Peters and Frank Leland, the Chicago Unions (1888-

1900) built a winning tradition in the Midwest and were consistently one of the best if not 
the best black baseball team in the Midwest/West. According to black baseball historian, 
Sol White, the Chicago Unions had a career won-loss record of 613-118-2 (.814).  

 
• Under the management of William S. Peters, the Chicago Union Giants were considered 

the top team in the West for the 1905 and 1906 seasons. 
 

• William S. Peters led his Chicago Union Giants to the Lakeshore League title in 1909. 
  

• The 1909 Chicago Union Giants posted an impressive won-loss record of 46-10 (.822) 
and were one of the top teams if not the best team in the West during the 1909 season. 

 
• The Chicago Union Giants started the 1910 season with a won-loss record of 43-7 (.860), 

18 shutouts and two no-hitters. At the end of the season they were 104-40-3 (.722). 
 

• The Chicago Union Giants are regarded by some historians and researchers as the top 
team in the West for the 1911 season. 

 
• William S. Peters’ baseball career ended prior to the start of the 1919 season when he 

sold his team to Robert Gilkerson who renamed the team “Gilkerson’s Union Giants.” 
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Chicago Unions Giants 
(1899) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Top row left to right – Willis Jones. Bill Holland, Robert Jackson, Bill Joyner and Dave Wyatt. Middle row  
left to right – Harry Hyde, Bob Foote, William S. Peters, Bert Jones and Harry “Mike” Moore.  

Bottom row left to right – Arnett, Harry Buckner, Frank Leland and George Hopkins) 


