Formation of the Negro National League

On February 13 and 14, 1920 several baseball executives met in Kansas City, MO at the
Y.M.C.A. and formed the Negro National League. Team owners representing the
following cities attended the meeting: Chicago, Detroit, Indianapolis, Kansas City, St.
Louis and Washington, D.C.

Baseball executives and newspaper reporters that attended the meeting in Kansas City
were:

Executive Team

Andrew “Rube” Foster Chicago American Giants
Joe Green Chicago Giants

John “Tenny” Blount Detroit Stars

C.1. Taylor Indianapolis ABCs

J.L. Wilkinson Kansas City Monarchs
Lorenzo S. Cobb St. Louis Stars

W.A. Kelly Washington, D.C.
Elmwood C. Knox Indianapolis Freeman
Charles Marshall Indianapolis Ledger

Gary B. Lewis Chicago Defender (sports editor)
Frank Young Chicago Defender

Elisha Scott Attorney

Dave Wyatt Journalist

Agustin Molina (Cuban Stars) and John Matthews (Dayton Marcos) did not attend the
meeting but made it known prior to the meeting that they were both in favor of the new
league proposed by Foster.

During the meeting, Andrew “Rube” Foster of the Chicago American Giants was elected
as President of the Negro National league.

Each team paid a $ 500 franchise fee to the “league.”
Prior to the meeting, Rube Foster incorporated the Negro National League in the states of
Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania. These states are where

Foster saw the teams playing most of their games.

The constitution and bylaws of the Negro National League were written by Elisha Scott,
Gary B. Lewis, Ellwood Knox and Dave Wyatt.

Originally the plans were to start the season in 1921, but there was so much excitement
about the “new” league that season play was scheduled to begin in May of 1920.
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BASEBALL MAGNATES
"HOLD CONFERENCE

Sporting Editor of Defender
Elected Secretary

D —

Kansas City, Mo. l'ob, 13 ~—Repre-
sontatives of the bmseball toams of the
west arrived here today amngd went into
sesglon at the Y. ———
M. C, A, with Lhe 3
following baseball
magnates present:
4T, Blunt, De-
trofr, Mieh., De-
troit Sinprs; W, A,
Kelly, AWashing -
ton, D. C,, organ-
ilzed Dasebhall of
the nationu] cape
ital: ¥. 8. Cobh,
Meeretary of  Lhe
St. Louls Gianta
basebali team;
John Mnatthetws,
Dayion Mareoxn,
Dayton, Olilo: Joe
glrean. é:":'alcnzo e

anea, icago, Cary 8. Lewis
H: C 1. Taylor. i
Indinnapolis A, DB. C's. S$ndian-
apohs, Ind.; Elwgod C. Iknax of the
Indianapollis  Freeman, Indianaprolis,
Ind.: Andrew (“Rube") Foster. Arneri-
can Giants, Chicago, L: Charles Mar-
shnldl, Indtanapolis Ledger, Indianapolis,
Ind,; J. 1. Wilkerson, thig city., and
Cary B. Lewis, sparting edtlor of the
Chicagy Defender,

Temporary Officers Elocted

On motlon of “Touny" Blunt, De-
trolt, Mlich.,,. Mr. Foster wis nominated
and elected temporary prestdent. Cary
B. Lewis of the Defender was olectert
Lsecrv\uu-y. The aimn and object of tho
moeeting was discussed and the plan
for a circuit for tho xeason of 1991
ame up  for consideration. KEvery
maneger was very conthusiastic aand
sald he would carry the sanie anthusie
nem back to his haome town. The out-
look for 1821, they eclaim. would be
the greatest history of basaball.

Foster Springs Big Surprise X

Ono of the hig surprises of the first
aAy's meeting was when “Rube” Yos-
ter uncovered the facl thnat he had o
harter, incorporated, for o Naﬂnna_l.
Meogro Baseball lLeague. When “Rube”
isplayed the charter the Cmagnates’
wera dumfounded. ‘The leaguo ig in-
orporated in the states of Illinois,
Michigmn, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New
York anit Maryland. Then Mr, Foster
and Mr. Biunt discusscd Llentative plans
or the eircuit of 1821, Dr. Howard
Smith met the delegations ai the depot.
A smoker and dinner has beon -
nged. The second day's meoting swill
& helid tomoarraw. The wvisitors are
stopping at the "\".: .
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Organize Base
Ball League

iBest Colored Players in the,
Country Included in Five
Team League

. hansas Citv, Feb, 25-The National
i Negro Baseball League has heen  orr-
‘KRnzed here, with Ruber Foster, of
Clcags as  presmient. The eonstitu-

ton and by-luws of the league were
‘Wnillen by Dave Wweatt, Indianapolis
Ledier ;. Attorney Efisha Secot Tope-
M. Ran.: Cary” B Lewis, hirago
'Befender and Ellwood C. knox, Indi-
‘anapalis Freeman. The feams  and
Plavers include: L . [

Dﬂnitt Hlars——I’ste Hill, Bruee Pet-
Jway, Frank Warfield, Edgar Wesler,
;Jm» Hewitt, Mac Eggerson, Lerov Rob-
4TS, Henderson 1 Boyd,  Holland
Crhivhard  Whitworth, Junmy Liobs,
ubmson THYL Lefty #. i
' Kaneas ity ~——John Lonaldson, lae
Mendey, Frank Blukei, Jacksum Wais
mulr, Rube Cuirle, Rodricue, }or-’
durdung, Sam Crmwford, Wibor o'
Hen. W, Harris, Baro,

St, Lewis  Gamtg—Tillie
Dan Kenurd, Charies Brooks,
Seott, Wm, Drake,
Wallace, Charles
Holt, John Tinnner.

Meddoo,

Chaurtes

Tanridee  Fohix

lliil:tfrl‘k well,  Eddte
¥ -

AlneFiean Gamis——Georme Dixon, Jas.
Brown, Lerev Grant, Fhwoml Dedloss,
gnlwrt Williams, David Malacier, J.
&, Hecese, Thomas Jobmson, Thotas
AViltams, Richard Landy, Christopher
( Torrenti, Edw, Gans.
b Chieago Gauints—Lawrence Simipson,
‘Walter Ball, Lemusel Mchwgat, Ed-
yward  Junes, John Beekwith, Witltam
vireen, Thurman Jennings Frank Jet-
feries, tlorace Jenking, Joe Creen,
Clarenre Winston, Tom Clark.
Taslor's A, B. (Vse—Jumnes Jofferies
J. Tavior, Marnen Ciark, Iusssll Pow-
ofl, Rapland, Willlam_ Webster, Oscar
Clarh stun, Fid Rile. Murray, Willlan
DismuRes, Decatur Julinsun,




The teams that competed in the inaugural season of the Negro National League and the final order
of standing were as follows:

1920 Games Record Pct.
Chicago American Giants 45 32-13 711
Detroit Stars 58 35-23 .603
Kansas City Monarchs 70 41-29 .586
Indianapolis ABCs 74 39-35 527
Cuban Stars 45 21-24 467
St. Louis Giants 57 25-32 439
Dayton Marcos 26 8-18 .308
Chicago Giants 28 4-24 143

The Bacharach Giants were an Associate Member of the “league” in 1920.

Rube Foster’s Chicago American Giants won the inaugural Negro National League title. There
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