Fifth Sunday of Easter ~ May 3, 2026

Mission Statement: We are a united faith filled community, dedicated to Christ, obedient to the Holy Spirit. We

strive to live the Word of God through sacramental life. We are committed to the enrichment of our children with
faith, hope and love.

Faith Formation News
Noticias de Formacion de Fe

St. James & St. Mary

Faith Formation Classes

The last day of classes (St. James and St. Mary’s)
will be May 13, 2026. For students in 8th grade/older, their
final day will be May 6, 2026

We are grateful to all the families who registered and
participated this year, and we look forward to seeing you
again in the next school year. Thank you!

Las clases de formacion en la fe

El ultimo dia de clases (San Santiago y St. Maria)
sera el 13 de mayo de 2026. Para los estudiantes de 8.° grado
en adelante, su tltimo dia sera el 6 de mayo de 2026.

Estamos agradecidos con todas las familias que se
inscribieron y participaron este afio, y esperamos verlos
nuevamente en el proximo afio escolar. jGracias!

St. Mary’s School

Flower Fundraiser

Supplied by The Greenhouse Total Landscape
Supply

Will be ready for pickup between May 7 - 8, in Madelia.
Call 507-642-3324 to place your order!

e Assorted Annuals $35
e Geranium $35
e  Mixed Petunias $30

e Trailing Petunia $30

These would make the perfect Mother’s Day gift!

St. Mary’s School ~ Winter Raffle Winners

May 3, 2026 ~ $200 ~ Connie Johnson

May the Lord bestow

His abundant blessing
upon

Angel Basilio Miranda Garcia, son of Basilio Miranda
Miranda and Tomasa Paula Garcia was Baptized on April 26,
2026, at St. James Catholic Church, St James.

Mass Intentions
We invite all of our brothers and sisters to submit Mass
intention requests. A minimum donation of $10 is
requested for each Intention. Donations may be placed in
the office drop box, in the collection basket during Mass,
or given in person at the parish office. Your generosity and
prayers are greatly appreciated.

Please note that Mass times and locations may
change during this transitional period. We ask for your
flexibility and understanding as we receive support from
the Diocese and neighboring parishes.

Tengan en cuenta que los horarios y lugares de las
misas pueden cambiar durante este periodo de transicion.
Les agradecemos su comprension y flexibilidad mientras
recibimos el apoyo de la didcesis y las parroquias vecinas.

Intenciones de Misa

Invitamos a todos nuestros hermanos y hermanas a
solicitar intenciones para la Misa. Se solicita una donacion
minima de $10 por cada intencion. Las donaciones pueden
depositarse en el buzon de la oficina parroquial, en la cesta
de colecta durante la Misa o entregarse en persona en la
oficina parroquial. Agradecemos enormemente su
generosidad y sus oraciones.




Fifth Sunday of Easter ~ May 3, 2026

:[i;. Mass Schedule & Intentions: May 4 - 10, 2026

Mon 4 No Mass

Tues 5 No Mass

Wed 6 8:30 am St. Mary Parish % Tom McLaughlin
Thur 7 No Mass

Fri 8 No Mass

Sat 9 5:30 pm St. Mary Parish ¥ Bob & Delores Hruby
Sun 10 8:00 am St. Mary Parish - Spanish Mass pro populo

St. James Parish ¥ Lucy Burke
St. James Parish - Spanish Mass " Wilmer & Florencio Herrejon

Sun 10 10:00 am
Sun 10 12:00 pm

Liturgical Roles: May 9 & 10, 2026

Sat. 9 - St. Mary 5:30 p.m.
Servers: David Hagen, Annika Hagen
Reader: Jennifer Hagen

Ushers: Steve Kelsey, Mary Woolsey

Sun. 10 - St. James 10:00 a.m.
Servers:
Reader: Karen Walter

Communion Ministers:

Ushers:
2026 ~ Catholic Ministries Appeal Update
Goal Received Donors
St. James $18,967
St. Mary $12,193

Remember: If parish goals are not met by December 31, 2026, the parishes must pay
the amount remaining from operating funds.

“And of all that you give me
I will surely give one tenth to you.” Genesis 2s:22

As of April 26, 2026 St. James St. Mary
Church Support needed per week: 6,379 2,388
Church Support giving last week: 2,896 1,342
Church Support needed fiscal year-to-date: 274,297 102,675
Church Support giving fiscal year-to-date: 174,057 72,008

READINGS
For the Week

MONDAY May 4
Easter Weekday
Acts 14:5-18
John 14:21-26

TUESDAY May 5
Easter Weekday
Acts 14:19-28
John 14:27-31a

WEDNESDAY May 6
Easter Weekday
Acts 15:1-6
John 15:1-8

THURSDAY May 7
Easter Weekday
Acts 15:7-21
John 15:9-11

FRIDAY May 8
Easter Weekday
Acts 15:22-31
John 15:12-17

SATURDAY May 9
Easter Weekday
Acts 16:1-10
John 15:18-21

SUNDAY May 10
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
1 Peter 3:15-18
John 14:15-21




Reflections and Guidance

Reflexiones y Orientacion

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We have an interesting
dilemma/situation and solution set
before us in our first reading for
Mass this Sunday: “As the number
of disciples continued to grow, the

Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because
their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution. So the Twelve called together the
community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right
for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table.
Brothers, select from among you seven reputable
men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we
shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’
The proposal was acceptable to the whole
community, so they chose Stephen, a man filled with
faith and the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas of
Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these
men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands on
them.”

We see here that the church was growing,
which was great, but with this new challenges
surfaced. Role clarification was needed and more
people needed to be summoned forth to assist. As of
recent Mass counts in our parishes and in our
Diocese as a whole, believe it or not, we are actually
growing. That is awesome! Yet, that does pose new
challenges for us. There is a need for more priests to
meet the increased sacramental demands. There is
also a need for more folks to assist in parish life. We
need more deacons to assist in parishes with going
out and visiting the elderly, the sick, and the
imprisoned. We also need more robust parish staffs
to help tend to administrative needs in parishes and
assistance in faith formation, and catechesis. This
requires prayer, discernment, and a willingness to
shift from “doing things the way we always have” to
venturing out to meet the new needs that are
surfacing at this stage in our parishes and Diocese. If
we rise to meet this challenge, relying on the grace
of the Holy Spirit we will continue to grow, just like
the early church continued to grow: “The word of
God continued to spread, and the number of the
disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; even a large
group of priests were becoming obedient to the
faith.”

Have a blessed week!

Fr. Dobbs

Hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

Tenemos ante nosotros un
interesante dilema —o situacion— y su
solucion en nuestra primera lectura de
la Misa de este domingo: “Como el
numero de discipulos seguia creciendo,
los helenistas se quejaron contra los

hebreos porque sus viudas eran desatendidas en la
distribucion diaria. Entonces los Doce convocaron a la
comunidad de los discipulos y dijeron: “No esta bien que
nosotros descuidemos la palabra de Dios para servir a las
mesas. Hermanos, elijan de entre ustedes a siete hombres
de buena reputacion, llenos del Espiritu y de sabiduria, a
quienes encomendaremos esta tarea; nosotros, en cambio,
nos dedicaremos a la oracion y al ministerio de la
palabra”. La propuesta parecio bien a toda la comunidad,
asi que eligieron a Esteban, hombre lleno de fe y del
Espiritu Santo, y también a Felipe, Procoro, Nicanor,
Timoén, Parmenas y Nicolas de Antioquia, un converso al
judaismo. Presentaron a estos hombres ante los apostoles,
quienes oraron e impusieron las manos sobre ellos”.

Vemos aqui que la Iglesia estaba creciendo, lo
cual era magnifico, pero, junto con ello, surgieron nuevos
desafios. Se hizo necesaria una clarificacion de roles, asi
como la convocatoria de mas personas para prestar su
ayuda. Segin los recuentos de asistencia a Misa
realizados recientemente tanto en nuestras parroquias
como en nuestra Didcesis en su conjunto —lo crean o
no—, jen realidad estamos creciendo! jEso es algo
extraordinario! No obstante, esta realidad nos plantea
nuevos desafios. Existe la necesidad de contar con mas
sacerdotes para atender la creciente demanda
sacramental. Asimismo, se requiere de mas personas que
colaboren en la vida parroquial. Necesitamos mas
diaconos que asistan a las parroquias saliendo al
encuentro de los ancianos, los enfermos y los
encarcelados para visitarlos. También necesitamos
equipos parroquiales mas sélidos que ayuden a gestionar
las necesidades administrativas de las parroquias y
brinden apoyo en la formacion en la fe y en la catequesis.
Todo esto exige oracion, discernimiento y la disposicion
a dejar atras la mentalidad de “hacer las cosas tal como
siempre las hemos hecho” para aventurarnos a salir al
encuentro de las nuevas necesidades que estan surgiendo
en esta etapa de nuestras parroquias y de nuestra
Didcesis. Si estamos a la altura de este desafio, confiando
en la gracia del Espiritu Santo, seguiremos creciendo, tal
como siguid creciendo la Iglesia primitiva: “La palabra
de Dios seguia difundiéndose, y el numero de los
discipulos en Jerusalén aumentaba considerablemente;
incluso un gran grupo de sacerdotes se hacia obediente a
la fe.”

iQue tengan una semana bendecida!

P. Dobbs



Meetings & Events Calendar ~ May 3 - 16, 2026

Sunday 3 | Monday 4 | Tuesday 5 |Wednesday 6 |Thursday 7 |Friday 8 |Saturday 9
5th Sunday St. James St. Mary St. Mary’s St. Mary’s 6th Sunday
of Easter Rosary - 7:30 am | Rosary - 8:00 am Flower Flower of Easter
in the church. in the church. Fundraiser Fundraiser Vigil
Pickup Day Pickup Day
Faith Formation
Classes 2nd Collection
See Faith Formation Catholic
News Column on page Charities
1 for details.
St. James
St. James St. Mary
Historical Society CCwW Meetipg
Open House from 5:30 pmmn the
1pm-4pm Social Hall
Come by
and see us
St. James
Knights of
Columbus
Meeting
7:00 pm in Room 5
Sunday 10 | Monday 11 | Tuesday 12 | Wednesday 13 |Thursday 14 |Friday 15 |Saturday 16
6th Sunday St. James St. Mary 7th Sunday
of Easter Rosary - 7:30 am | Rosary - 8:00 am < of Easter
in the church. in the church. Madelia Vigil
Salem Lutheran
Happy Church
Mother’s Day LAST DAY Faith | Baby Celebration
Formation May 13th
Classes Items needed:
See Faith Formation | diaper and baby
News Column on page donations
1 for details. (see information below)
2nd Collection
Catholic
Charities

There will be food shelf box at St Mary’s Church entry way. Donations will be accepted and brought to the food shelf through out

the year. Madelia Community Food Shelf, 423 Dill Ave SW, Madelia

Habrad una caja de recoleccion de alimentos en la entrada de la Iglesia de Santa Maria. Se aceptardn donaciones, las cuales
seran llevadas al banco de alimentos a lo largo de todo el afio. Madelia Community Food Shelf, 423 Dill Ave SW, Madelia.

Salem Lutheran Church, 109 3rd St SE, Madelia, is inviting all who are interested to a baby celebration on May 13, 2026 and

asking for emphasis on diaper and baby donations.

La Iglesia Luterana Salem, ubicada en 109 3rd St SE, Madelia, invita a todos los interesados a una celebracion para bebés el 13
de mayo de 2026, y solicita que se haga especial énfasis en las donaciones de pariales y articulos para bebés.




