26th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 27, 2026

Mission Statement: We are a united faith filled community, dedicated to Christ, obedient to the Holy Spirit. We strive to live the Word
of God through sacramental life. We are committed to the enrichment of our children with faith, hope and love.

Sacrament of Marriage
Congratulations to: Justin Gifferson and Sarah Schwanz
who celebrated the Sacrament of Marriage on Saturday,
September 19, 2025 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
Madelia.

THE MASS EXPLAINED
At All Masses, October 3rd & 4th, 2026

As we begin our Faith Formation year, the different
parts, prayers, and signs of the Holy Mass will be
explained during all Masses at St. James and St. Mary’s.
The Mass and the Eucharist are the source and center of
the Christian life. Understanding more clearly what
takes place at the altar helps us participate with greater
faith, attention, and devotion. We especially invite our
children, young people, and families to join us for this
special opportunity to rediscover the beauty of the Mass
and the great gift Jesus has given us in the Eucharist.

LA MISA EXPLICADA
En todas las Misas, 3y 4 de Octubre, 2026

Al comenzar nuestro afio de Formacién en la Fe, durante
todas las Misas en St. James y St. Mary’s se explicaran
las distintas partes, oraciones y signos de la Santa Misa.
La Misa y la Eucaristia son la fuente y el centro de la vida
cristiana. Comprender mejor lo que sucede en el altar
nos ayuda a participar con mayor fe, atenciéon vy
devocién. Invitamos especialmente a nuestros nifios,
jovenes y familias a aprovechar esta oportunidad para
redescubrir la belleza de la Santa Misa y el gran don que
Jesus nos ha dejado en la Eucaristia.

LOOKING IN OCTOBER
Church Census
The Diocese of Winona-Rochester mass attendance count is upon us
again. This task we are asking for all Ushers from both Parishes, at all
mass times, to assist with this. Clipboards with the form attached will

be available starting October 3 & 4, 2027.

Baby Bottle Campaign
Help support local new and expectant mothers through the Catholic
Charities Mother & Child Assistance Fund, helping to pay rent and utili-
ties for families facing an unexpected crisis. Pick up a baby bottle and
fill it with change, cash, check, or scanner QR code (available at each
of the door entrances of each Parish).

Prayer for Vocations

Heavenly Father, Giver of all good things, Your Son told
us to beg You to send workers into Your rich harvest,
and so we have the confidence to ask You to raise up an
abundance of priests in the Diocese of Winona-
Rochester. Send us good and holy men to respond to
your call to lay down their lives in service to Your
people. We know that the Church comes from the
Eucharist and that the Eucharist comes from priests.
Therefore, Gracious God, send us priests to build up
Your Church, through Jesus who is High Priest and Lord
forever and ever. Amen.

Oracion por las vocaciones

Padre Celestial, dador de todo bien, tu Hijo nos dijo que
te rogaramos que enviaras obreros a tu abundante mies;
por eso, confiados, te pedimos que suscites una
abundancia de sacerdotes en la Didcesis de Winona-
Rochester. Envianos hombres buenos y santos que
respondan a tu llamado de entregar sus vidas al servicio
de tu pueblo. Sabemos que la Iglesia nace de la
Eucaristia y que la Eucaristia proviene de los sacerdotes.
Por tanto, Dios bondadoso, envianos sacerdotes para
edificar tu Iglesia, por medio de Jests, Sumo Sacerdote y
Sefior, por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.

ACTIVIDADES PARA OCTUBRE
Censo de la Iglesia

Ha llegado nuevamente el momento de realizar el conteo de
asistencia a Misa de la Didcesis de Winona-Rochester.
Solicitamos la colaboracion de todos los ujieres de ambas
parroquias en todos los horarios de Misa para llevar a cabo esta
tarea. A partir del 3 v 4 de octubre de 2027, estaran disponibles
las carpetas con el formulario correspondiente.

Campaiia del Biberon

Ayude a apoyar a madres primerizas y embarazadas de la
comunidad a través del Fondo de Asistencia para Madres y Nifios
de Caridades Catdlicas (*Catholic Charities*), contribuyendo al
pago del alquiler y los servicios publicos de familias que
atraviesan una crisis inesperada. Tome un biberén y llénelo con
monedas, efectivo o un cheque, o bien utilice el cédigo QR
(disponible en las entradas de cada parroquia).




26th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 27, 2026

Mass Schedule & Intentions: September 28 ~ October 4, 2026

Mon 28 No Mass

Tues 29 8:00 am St. James Parish % Mary Ellen Stenzel

Tues 29 7:00 pm St. Mary Parish - Spanish Mass % Sandy Seibert

Wed 30 8:30 am St. Mary Parish % Todd Heckman

Thur 1 7:00 pm St. James Parish - Spanish Mass ' Raul Montoya Martinez
Fri 2 8:00 am St. James Parish " Donavan & Genevieve Anderson
Sat 3 7:00 pm St. Mary Parish - Spanish Mass pro populo

Sun 4 8:00 am St. Mary Parish % Merle & Bonnie Davis

Sun 4 10:00 am St. James Parish % Art & [rene Schlumpberger
Sun 4 12:00 pm St. James Parish - Spanish Mass & Raul Montoya Martinez

Liturgical Roles: October 4, 2026

Sunday 4 - St. Mary 8:00 a.m.
Servers: Annika Hagen, Ronald Flores

Reader: Karen Lester
Ushers: David Johnson, Chuck Voss

Sunday 4 - St. James 10:00 a.m.
Reader: Linda Hackett

2026 ~ Catholic Ministries Appeal Update

Goal Received Donors
St. James $18,967 $2,350 7
St. Mary $12,193 $1,310 10

Remember: If parish goals are not met by December 31, 2026, the parishes must pay the
amount remaining from operating funds.

“And of all that you give me
I will surely give one tenth to you.” ~ Genesis 28:22

As of September 20, 2026 St. James St. Mary
Church Support needed per week: 5,595 2,926
Church Support giving last week: 3,008 1,546
Church Support needed fiscal year-to-date: 55,950 29,260
Church Support giving fiscal year-to-date: 42,310 25,052

READINGS

MONDAY September 28
St. Wenceslaus, Martyr;
St. Lawerence Ruiz,
Companions, Martyrs
Jb1:6-22
Lk 9:46-50

TUESDAY September 29
Ss. Michael, Gabriel, and
Raphael, Archangels
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14
Jn1:47-51

WEDNESDAY
September 30
St. Jerome, Priest and
Doctor of the Church
Jb9:1-12,14-16
Lk 9:57-62

THURSDAY October 1
St. Therese of the Child of
Jesus, Virgin and
Doctor of the Church
Jb19:21-27
Lk10:1-12

FRIDAY October 2
The Holy Guardian Angels
Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5
Mt 18:1-5, 10

SATURDAY October 3
Blessed Virgin Mary
Jb 42:1-3,5-6,12-17
Lk10:17-24

SUNDAY October 4
27th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Is5:1-7
Phil 4:6-9
Mt 21:33-43




Reflections and Guidance

Reflexiones y Orientacion

As you read this column, the Church has just
celebrated a very special moment for Catholics in the
United States. On Thursday, September 24, Archbish-
op Fulton J. Sheen was beatified, and from now on we
may call him Blessed Fulton Sheen.

What does beatification mean? The word
beatus means “blessed” or “happy.” After a careful
examination of a person’s life, writings, virtues, and
reputation for holiness—and, ordinarily, the recogni-
tion of a miracle through his or her intercession—the
Church permits that person to be publicly honored as
Blessed. It is the final major step before canonization
as a saint.

This occasion has a particular meaning for us
here in southern Minnesota. For some of our parish-
ioners, Fulton Sheen is not simply a name from a
Catholic history book. You remember him. You heard
him on the radio or watched Life Is Worth Living on
television. At a time when television was still new, a
Catholic bishop stood before millions of Americans
and spoke openly about Christ, sin and grace,
marriage and family, suffering, prayer, morality, and
eternal life.

What made Sheen remarkable was not simply
his eloquence or his famous sense of humor. He had
the ability to make the truths of our Faith under-
standable without watering them down. He knew that
Catholic doctrine is not something dry or distant from
life. The truths of our Faith teach us how to live, how
to suffer, how to love, and ultimately how to reach
Heaven.

That is perhaps one reason his voice still
sounds so fresh today.

Fulton Sheen also practiced what he preached.
For decades he remained faithful to a daily Holy Hour
before the Blessed Sacrament, convinced that the
fruitfulness of his preaching had to begin with time
spent with Christ.

His beatification is therefore not simply an
opportunity to remember a great Catholic
communicator. It is an invitation to rediscover his
teaching and, even more importantly, to imitate the
source of it: a deep love for Jesus Christ, the
Eucharist, Our Lady, and the truths of our Catholic
Faith.

Blessed Fulton Sheen, pray for us!

Fr. Mariano Ruiz, IVE

Al leer esta columna, la Iglesia acaba de
celebrar un momento muy especial para los catdlicos
de los Estados Unidos. El jueves 24 de septiembre, el
Arzobispo Fulton J. Sheen fue beatificado, y desde
ahora podemos llamarlo Beato Fulton Sheen.

¢Qué significa una beatificacién? La palabra
latina beatus significa “bienaventurado” o “feliz”.
Después de examinar cuidadosamente la vida, los
escritos, las virtudes y la fama de santidad de una
persona —vy, ordinariamente, después del
reconocimiento de un milagro obtenido por su
intercesion— la Iglesia permite que sea venerada
publicamente como Beato. Es el Gltimo gran paso antes
de la canonizacién como santo.

Este acontecimiento tiene un significado
especial para nosotros aqui en el sur de Minnesota.
Para muchos de nuestros feligreses, Fulton Sheen no
es simplemente un nombre de la historia de la Iglesia.
Ustedes lo recuerdan. Lo escuchaban por la radio o
veian su programa Life Is Worth Living en la television.
En una época en que la television todavia era algo
nuevo, un obispo catélico se dirigia a millones de
estadounidenses hablando abiertamente de Cristo, del
pecado y la gracia, del matrimonio y la familia, del
sufrimiento, de la oracién, de la moral y de la vida
eterna.

Lo extraordinario de Sheen no era solamente
su elocuencia o su conocido sentido del humor. Tenia
el don de hacer comprensibles las verdades de nuestra
fe sin diluirlas. Sabia que la doctrina catdlica no es algo
seco 0 alejado de la vida. Lasverdades de nuestra fe
nos ensefian como vivir, como sufrir, como amar vy,
finalmente, como llegar al Cielo.

Quizas por eso su voz sigue siendo tan actual.

Fulton Sheen también vivia aquello que
predicaba. Durante décadas fue fiel a una Hora Santa
diaria ante el Santisimo Sacramento, convencido de
que la fecundidad de su predicacion debia comenzar
pasando tiempo con Cristo.

Su beatificacion no es solamente una ocasion
para recordar a un gran comunicador catélico. Es una
invitacion a redescubrir sus ensefianzas y, sobre todo,
a imitar la fuente de ellas: un profundo amor a
Jesucristo, a la Eucaristia, a la Virgen Maria y a las
verdades de nuestra fe catélica.

iBeato Fulton Sheen, ruega por nosotros!

Padre Mariano Ruiz, IVE



Meetings & Events Calendar ~ September 27 - October 10, 2026

Sunday 27 | Monday 28 | Tuesday 29 |Wednesday 30 |Thursday 1 | Friday 2 | Saturday 3
26th Sunday in St. James St. Mary St. James St. James 27th Sunday in
Ordinary Time Rosaryat 7:30am | Rosary at 8:00am | Exposition of Exposition of Ordinary Time

the Blessed the Blessed Vigil
Sacrament Sacrament
St. Mary Beginsat Spm | Ends at 8am, as
Eucharistic until 8am on mass begins THE MASS
Adoration / Friday EXPLAINED /
Adoracion Everyone is LA MISA
Eucaristica Everyone is welcome EXPLICADA
welcome (details on page 1/
—p detalles en la
Exposicion del L.
St. Mary Exposiciondel | Santisimo pdgina 1)
In-person Faith Santisimo Sacramento
Formation Sacramento Termina a las
Registration Empieza a las 8am, y empieza
@ 6-7pm and 8pm, hastalas | misa
again @ 8-9pm 8am del viernes
Upcoming Event Tardlars G
Catholic Daughters of the ||EnPersona Todosison bienvenidos
Americas Court, St. James, | |Registracion bienvenidos
#1820. Set to host the Fall parala
Rummage Sale the week of Catequesis <~ | ULTIMO DIA
October 12th through the 17th, | |dentro las 6-7pm St. James | para En Persona
2026. More details to come, | |ynuevamente a LAST DAY for | Registracion
consider donating your unused | |las 8-9pm. In-person Faith | para la
and unwanted items. Formation | Catequesis
Registration

Sunday 4 | Monday 5 | Tuesday 6 |Wednesday 7 | Thursday 8 |Friday 9 |[Saturday 10
27th Sunday in St. James St. Mary St. James 28th Sunday in
Ordinary Time Rosary at 7:30am | Rosary at 8:00am | Eucharistic Ordinary Time

Adoration / Vigil
St. Mary Adoracion

THE MASS Eucharistic All Faith Formation | Eucaristica

EXPLAINED / Adoration / classes start 10-14;

LA MISA Adoracion Parent Meeting 10-7

EXPLICADA Eucaristica at 7pm, Marian Hall,

(details on page 1/ St. James.

detalles en la

pdgina 1) <~ | St. James Las clases de

Dine-In, To-Go | Wellspring Formacion de Fe
or Delivery | Annual comienzan el 14 de
Available. | Fundraiser Pizza | octubre; reunion de
Serving from | Hot Dish padres 7.de octubre a
11am-1pm at St. | Luncheon las 7:00 pm., Salén
James Fraternal Mariana, en St. Préximo evento
Order of Eagles ames. La seccion #1820 (Court St. James) de las
FREE WILL . s .-
DONATION | Wednesda < Hijas . Ca}tohcas de la’s Américas
y
St. Mary organizara, su venta de articulos usados
St..ames CCW Meeting at de otofio durante la semana del 12 al 17
Knights of 5:30pm in the de octubre de 2026. Préoximamente se
Colur.nbus Social Hall ofreceran mas detalles; por favor,
Meeting considere donar aquellos articulos que ya

7:00pm in Room 8

no utilice o que no desee conservar.






