The Heartbeat of Encouragement

“And let us consider how we may spur another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another ; and all the more as you see the day approaching.”  
Hebrews 10:24-25

I remember years ago when I surrendered to the ministry, I was in my late 20’s, married with two children and going back to college and leaving my employment. Talk about stepping out on faith. We truly lived in dependance on God. 

As I look back across the years of my ministry there were key people that stood out in my life that brought incredible encouragement to my family. Encouragement that motivated each of us. Encouragement that spurred us on in difficult times. I can remember one couple, the Thompsons, who faithfully sent us financial gifts for the entirety of my college years. In fact, when I was no longer in college I called and told them thank you, we were doing well and they did not need to continue to give financially. Their response was, “God told us to give that to you and God hasn’t told us to stop.” I received that gift for 16 years. Even after I returned to New Smyrna Beach and became their pastor. They finally stopped giving when God called them home. They died a day apart. The only time in almost 30 years of ministry I did a double funeral at which I buried a husband and wife in the same service. 

I asked myself recently, “what drives the encouragement I felt during those years?” Often it wasn’t the gift itself. Certainly, it was God’ working through His children, yes, it provided and met specific needs. I am not saying the gift of kind words, financial support, get aways, were not greatly appreciated. It did not seem to be the encouragement that was the greatest blessing. As helpful as it was, I do not even think the 16 years of financial support in and of itself drove the encouragement. The heartbeat of encouragement is love born in the heart of God’s children. Encouragement is a by product of God’s love manifesting itself in our lives through love for one another. Because of this great manifestation of Christ likeness what most spoke to me were deeper, more impactful.

As I studied and meditated on this thought, several items of key importance stood out. First, I was moved by the fact that God knew my every need and knew who could meet that need in my life. Second, I was spurred on by the faithfulness of others, by their sacrifice of time, resources, money, and care for my family. Third, the obedience of God’s children to God’s call on their life to give in whatever method motivated me in my own obedience to the will of God for my life. Lastly, is a greater awareness of God calling me to be an encourager to those around me. These are just some of the “behind the scenes” parts of encouragement that make up the heartbeat of Biblical encouragement.

I pray you would consider how God can use you to be an encourager in the life of others.



