Series: E4 Purposes
#2
God’s Purpose In Equipping The Saints
Multiple Text

Today we come to our second installment in the E4 purposes of God for His church. This series extends beyond just the Sunday morning messages. Each week I have been leading up the Sunday morning message by speaking to the subject in the Wednesday night service, the devotion trailing the message is on the same purpose and my Pastors Note in the bulletin coincides as well. I pray that you are taking all this in and seeking God’s direction for your own life. 

Today we are talking about God’s purpose for His church of Equip. Short for “Equipping the Saints for the work of the ministry.” Ephesians 4:12

I want to begin this morning by way of introduction to lay the groundwork for this purpose by addressing where the church / the people who make it up often times go off track. And once of track, everything from that point is what? Headed in the wrong direction.

Read Ephesians 4:7-16 
Let me point out several key points that will act as a foundation for the rest of the message. 
· Christ, because He has control over death and life, can fulfill His promise to give all men gifts.
· Christ gifted men and women to fill specific roles of leadership.
· Christ appointed these leaders to “Equip the Saints” 
· Christ accomplished all this in order that His church would grow, spiritually, and numerically.
· Christ desire; the church (Body) would be unified in its sanctification; it’s journey to becoming like Christ.
These are the things that should drive our motivation, direction, enthusiasm, the very purposes of the church!

Listen; we are being sanctified, we are to be equipped for a purpose! And it is not to simply come to church on Sunday’s and Sit, Soak and Sour!

This morning I want to share with you three facets of Equipping we should never lose sight of. It’s Preeminence, it’s Purpose and it’s Practice.






1. The Preeminence of Equipping the Saints for the work of the Ministry. 
A. Definition = the quality or position of having the highest status, superiority, or distinction.

B. Understanding the phrase “works of the ministry” some versions use “service”
The same Greek word is used Diakonia. The way this has generally been translated is to mean such as “waiting on tables” However, here in Ephesians 4:12 it has a deeper meaning, it literally means “acting as a go between” or simply “bringing” 

Listen; This is such an important point, because this is where we can easily find ourselves with a bad understanding of who are, and why we have been redeemed as part of the Body of Christ! The body of Christ, we saints saved by His precious blood, have been purposed in Bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the unredeemed and redeemed, to all humankind that they may move closer to a greater standing in Christ Jesus! Therefore, we are not just attending church, we are not just moving tables, we are not just cooking a meal, we are not just sweeping floors, trimming trees, working in the sound box, we are bringing others closer to Jesus.

C. Oh, by the way, this is God’s plan for your life, from the beginning. Ephesians 2:8-11
· God created us and in His grace, He saved us through faith!

· We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus. (not talking about God making us from the dust of the earth, It is talking about the new creation God made us in Christ Jesus when He rescued us from the penalty of sin and the judgment of eternal death.)

· God says “I have redeemed you on my own, I have redeemed you for this purpose, now walk in this purpose. Listen; anything less is disobedience.

We now see the preeminence of Christ, the key to all this God accomplished these things “In Christ”


2. The Purpose in Equipping the Saints For the Work of the Ministry. Ephesians 2:10
A. Definitively stated our salvation is not by works but for works.

B. Ephesians 2:10b God “prepared beforehand” God made a path with purpose for us to follow. 

C. Why did God do this? What is His purpose?  “For good works”

D. Ephesians 4:12 for the edifying of the body of Christ, growing the church!

E. Ephesians 4:13 provides great outline of this purpose.
· Till we all come to the unity of the faith.

· Till we all have the knowledge of the Son of God.

· Till we are all are perfected like Christ, in His fullness



3. The Practice of Equipping the Saints for The Work of The Ministry. 

A. When we look back at Ephesians 4:11-16 
· A practice that includes: Maturing in the word.
·  
· Through speaking in truth and love mature in Christ
· Every joint (believer) does its share. Read James 2:14-17
· The body grows in love.

B. We clearly see the process of equipping believers. In other words, this is what it looks like to practice the equipping the saints.
Training, mentoring, being discipled and discipling, actively participating, bringing the people of a church along, engaging them in the work of ministry.

C. This is very different from two most popular methodologies today. 
First, just hire staff. Understand me this is not a shot at folks who draw a salary of some sorts for their part in the ministry. Rather it is to say nobody is excused from the work of the ministry if he is saved.  Remember point one, God saved us to serve Him in His church.
Second, just let 10 percent of the people do all the work. 

You see when we realize even though the body, the church might pull your weight and do the part you are supposed to do….it is still disobedience as it rises up before the Lord.

D. Listen; when we grasp a right understanding of God’s purpose for Equipping; it transforms members from passive listeners to active contributors! Then what happens? We begin maturing in Christ, we see unity like we have never seen, we become capable of ministry we never through imaginable! We see God do something amazing in and through us!




Conclusion: 

I want you to give me your undivided attention for another minute. Please!

I want you to think about a couple things as we prepare to meet with God about what He has just revealed to us in our hearts:

1. The God of heaven created you with purpose in mind! 
2. I know all the excuses! But I also know, God doesn’t call the equipped he equips those who respond to His calling.
3. What is God calling you to do this morning?

