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MORE BINDING AND LOOSING
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A couple of weeks ago, something unsettling happened.  It was because of a misunderstanding, and I was at fault.  Someone got upset with me over something I communicated.  I know, …it’s hard to imagine, but it does happen.  What I said was not unkind, but despite my best efforts, I’m not immune from making mistakes when communicating with others, and so once again it happened - an unsettlement.
It started through an email, and then continued on the phone, and the communication ended abruptly, and I felt bad.  I wanted to heal whatever hurt had been caused, and I prayed for guidance.  The message I received was to let some time pass before …reconnecting, - to be patient and to trust that God would help.  I was encouraged(?) to send an email a bit later apologizing for my part in the upset and offering my appreciation for the other person. 
I was also encouraged to release any expectation of a reply.  ☹
I was to know that even if the other person chose not to reconnect, my effort in reaching out and apologizing had value.   I soo wanted to hear back.
Nothing.  Until, the next morning, when there was an email in return, with a kind and positive response, healing the rift, - …rebuilding.
Two weeks ago, we shared how we each have the gift of Spirit within us to be binders of faithful patience, and looseners of heaviness and hurt.  We’re sharing more about binding and loosening in Matthew’s Gospel again today.  Jesus is advising us that what we say and do with others matters, and there is good power when we gather together in Jesus’ name, even if it’s just two of us, and even if we don’t know it’s happening …yet.
See I think the other person, the one I upset, was probably also feeling bad, and maybe praying for help too.  Even though the two of us were “apart” God embraced both of our prayers together, and since the two of us were in agreement on what we were praying for, God granted our request, and healed our hurt.  Now it didn’t happen immediately.  I had to sweat a little, but there was value in waiting.  Sometimes, God’s good healing takes …time.
Jesus tells us, “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."  
I might now also add for us, ‘Even when they’re apart.’
See, …I know I am not the only person here who has mis-stepped lately.  I’m probably not the only person who may be apart from someone right now.  Jesus acknowledges that there will be faults between us, and he also acknowledges that he wants to help heal our faults.  
Can you see an opportunity in front of you?  If not yet, pray for guidance.  Maybe enough time has passed.  Maybe it would be productive now to reach out in some way towards reconnecting, and to be patient and trust that God will help you.  Maybe you’ll also be inspired with a next step.
My friends, it’s not weakness to apologize for your part in the upset, - to offer your appreciation for the other person.  It might result in a win-win.
Here’s my prayer.  As you pray for God’s help through the Spirit within you, I pray that the Spirit within the person you’re apart from will also ask for God’s help, and God will embrace both of your prayers together.   
Together, we can pray for and trust that since you both might finally be in agreement on this prayer, God will grant your request, and heal your hurt.  It may not happen immediately, and you might have to sweat a little, but I tell you, it can happen.  Amen.
