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REPAYMENT
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We process a lot of “repayments” here at our parish, for goods and services of many kinds.  We write checks for electricity, for supplies, and for needed repairs and maintenance.  For our payment process to work best, we request invoices be detailed, so that we can readily approve them, and timely payments can happen efficiently.  Now, I’ll share with you that despite our best efforts, this doesn’t always happen seamlessly.  A few months ago, there was a mix up at RG&E in how they applied the payments for our 5 separate accounts here, and I had to scurry to the RG&E office in the city to make an emergency payment to avoid us being shut-off here in church.  This would have been bad, but you can have confidence that your team here is paying attention and doing what we need to keep the lights on.  😊
As challenging as this may be, there is another repayment, however, that is even more challenging for us to process.  We hear about it in today’s Gospel.  Jesus admonishes the Pharisees that they need to repay to God what belongs to God, and this message is intended for us as well.  So, how on earth are we ever able to repay God?  If it were even possible to create one, I wonder what a detailed invoice from God for each of us might look like? 
Would our invoice include things like: reasonably good health, friends, joy, and faith?  Would it also include: hardships, struggles, disappointments, and pain?  - because these are also part of our experience as a child of God.  How about: sacraments, Eucharist, family, and love?  How about …peace?
I think you can see that each of our detailed invoices might grow very long indeed, and that repayment in human terms can’t possibly be calculated.  Thankfully, we don’t have to calculate the cost.  Jesus has done that for us through his sacrifice, and we are each given the gift of our own detailed invoice, returned with a small note in red at the bottom: Paid in Full.  
 Now let’s say, however, some of us might still want to repay God.  How can we do that?  How about, for starters, by loving one another?  What if the best way we could ever repay God for all we have received, for all we are, is to take care of each other, for God. - Almost as if God created each of us out of love to be loving gifts for each other, and through giving (and for-giving) we best manifest God’s love in our world.  
Consider that every kindness you offer, every gift of self, is repayment.  Each time you lend your ear, or your heart, to help ease someone else’s burden, - repayment.  If any of us wants to know how to repay to God what belongs to God, we can merely look within to the Spirit that is guiding us, and allow ourselves to be lovingly led towards, say it with me… (repayment.)
My friends, I believe God is asking us to strive to offer our best selves for each other, - to step out of ego, and to be generous with our time, our resources, and our attention to the better benefit of others.  Can repayment to God be that simple?  I think it may be part a good part of it.
As we envision expanding our generosity of time and attention, we also have opportunities to share our financial resources, and we have an ideal way to do so through our diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal.  Together as a parish, we have a goal of reaching $157,000 in pledges through the help of at least 399 of our parishioner households.  If you do the math, this is an average of $394 per donor household, yet each gift is valuable, larger and smaller.  Every contributor counts, and we are on a purposeful path to achieve our pledge goal long before the May 31st end-date.  Please consider sending in your pledge soon – payments can all flow later, even next Spring.  It’s the earlier pledging that we’re asking for help with, and I’ve invited my friend Sally Ward from our Community Stewardship Committee up for a few moments to share an interesting and creative idea on this, with all of us.   
