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CHALLENGE AND PRIVILEGE IN ADVOCACY
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There have been countless times in my life when someone has gone to bat for me.  Put a good word in, spoke kindly on my behalf, put my interest forward.  Among these people, I’m grateful to my parents, my wife Patti and our kids, my teachers, family members, staff colleagues, and now also the many wonderful people here in our parish I now count as sisters and brothers.  In my life I have been abundantly blessed by others’ kindness, their thoughtfulness and concern, their loving advocacy for me.  
When we’re given the opportunity to advocate for someone else, it comes with both challenge, and …privilege.  Challenge in that we need to invest ourselves in learning how to help the person in the way they want to be helped.  This is often different than the way we think they need to be helped, so we’re good to listen to them, to suspend our judgements, and to discern with them their best hopes of how we can help.  If we can come to understand their desires well, we have the best chance of then being invited in, entrusted to offer our best self on their behalf.  As we purposefully advocate for someone, we can find a new way perhaps to help remove an obstacle, lighten a burden, - to make a life-affirming connection.  
Consider that any opportunity we are given to advocate opens a conduit for the Holy Spirit to impart love on our world through us to one another.  I’ve shared how I believe we are all on this earth together on purpose.  That we’re in each other’s lives for good reasons, to support each other in our struggles, to share each other’s joys, and to care for one another as brothers and sisters.  God creates these good opportunities, and the Holy Spirit is the energizer of our advocacy for each other, the sustaining binder between us.  
Our confusing culture seeks to pit us against each other, to scare us into staying isolated in our own shelters and doom-scrolling on our screens.  But Jesus tells us to push outward, to use our hearts and hands to make disciples for God.  Jesus wants us awakened for each other, to spread what’s good in us around, and to know when we do so we will have the best help.  
Can we, with the help of the Spirit, hope along-side one another, make good use of the heavenly energy we’re given to lift each other out of loneliness, and be an active source of good in our world?  Jesus says we can.  
Jesus also tells us he is with us, always. 
This is a good thing to remember, and there’s no time like the present.  Every person around us is carrying some hardship or heaviness.  Each person has worries, doubts, and troubles.  Many of us are silently asking those we encounter around us, “Might you please, kindly, …help me?”
My friends, the Holy Spirit is the power of the help that is needed, has solutions to ease our collective troubles, and is the energy to inspire us to offer our best selves for others.  Christ has empowered each of us to receive this Spirit and to spread the love of the Good Word.  God imparts the Spirit within us so that we might in turn reveal it, share it, and grow it in our world. 
Even now, as we are here together, the Spirit is at work, healing, comforting, awakening.  Feel it happening within you and let it strengthen you to be the unique conduit you are.  Let the Spirit help you to listen and learn, and then use that healing power growing within you to kindly lift and love someone else nearby.
Advocating for someone else is indeed a challenge and a privilege.  Jesus is asking each of us, “Might you please, kindly, …help me?”
Amen. 
