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ROCK-HOUNDING				
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Over my summers during college, I used to work in landscape construction, and one year I was part of a large crew working with the Water Authority.  We were replacing a large stretch of under-ground piping in some neighborhoods along East Avenue, and most of the piping went through yards of some expensive homes.  My crew’s job was to follow up after the pipes were installed, smooth out all of the disturbed terrain, and restore all of the lawn areas quickly, with sod.
Now for those of you who’ve done work like this, you know there’s a lot of preparation needed before sod can be put down.  Let’s just say that that summer I learned a lot about something called rock-hounding.
We had these long, stiff aluminum rakes with rectangular teeth, and we had to pull them along through the rough dirt so they bit below the surface and extracted the rocks hidden underneath.  We learned that this task was important because by removing the hidden rocks, when we watered-in the sod over the coming days, we were giving the grass a much better chance to take root in the soil, to survive the rest of the summer, and then eventually thrive for years afterward.  The preparation was important.
Hmm.  Something about this sounds familiar today.  
In Matthew’s Gospel, we hear Jesus using the parable of the sower to identify the importance of best preparing ourselves for the Word of God to take root and thrive in us.  Perhaps it’s good to occasionally examine our own spiritual soil to see if there are any hidden rocks causing potential problems within us.  
Have you kept up with your important rock-hounding lately, or does everything appear (at least on the surface) to be …just fine? 

Some of us might say ‘I consider myself a rich soil, - ready and willing to receive the Word.’  But I’m wondering if some of our soils still have some untilled areas, and maybe there are some rocks that we’re choosing to …not worry about.  After all, none of us is perfect.
Fair to say, most of our soils are probably …mixed.  There are perhaps for each of us, places in us where the Word of God grows nicely, yet maybe also places the Word is not blooming well – well, not yet.
Let’s at least say this: Each of our soils has great potential for good fruitfulness, and with God’s help, we can enrich our soil productivity through our own purposeful action.  We can choose to cultivate out any hardness in us, and convert our idle acreage to places of peace, and compassion, and God wants to help.  God’s Word is an ever-living enricher, our ultimate nurturer and sustainer.  If we can choose to engage God’s Word to help us enrich our lives and our world, we might be amazed at the positive things that can take root and grow.  
Here’s a personal example.  My most persistent rocks, the ones that are actually best at hiding below my surface, and the hardest ones to hound out, are my unrealistic expectations of other people’s behavior.  Boy, if we could find a way to not have to deal, to not take offense by the stuff that comes out of others, it would make it a lot easier to live in peace every day, wouldn’t it?  But we do have to deal with these rocks, and I have a hopeful plan.  
You and I can choose to invest a little time and energy every day to modify our expectations of others, to relax our requirement for people to  live up to our self-righteous standards, and clear away the hurts that these rocks might produce.  

This is a worthy (and necessary) investment, because if we don’t, these rocks invite weeds of resentment to grow, and these weeds can be very difficult to get rid of.  Resentment will only deplete our soil, and choke out the ability for God’s Word to grow and thrive in us.
So let’s all do this.  Before we go to bed tonight, let’s each examine the condition of our soil, and let’s choose to ask Jesus to help us lift away one rock, one hardness in us.  Let’s also choose to ask Jesus to help us keep our soil rich every day, - to not let any new judgment-rocks in, and to keep any weeds of resentment from ever gaining ground. 
Jesus wants this for us and will help us, so that God’s Word can grow best in us, and the fruit of our days and our lives can prove most beneficial for others.
Amen.        
