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GIVE THEM SOME FOOD YOURSELVES
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Years ago during diaconal formation, a number of my classmates and I were wondering how it was that we had been brought together.  - How the eight of us in ‘The Mighty Class of 2010’ were learning as a group to be of good service as future deacons, and how curious it was that individually, we didn’t yet feel ready for the role.  Fair to say that perhaps none of us felt fully worthy of meeting the many challenges of this grand undertaking, yet there was something that helped me know that we were each fully …welcome.  
Over those years, we trained together, we struggled together, we shared the ups and downs of our work and family lives.  We tapped into the strength of Spirit that was leading each of us along our own, unique path because it was in fact God’s Spirit that had invited each of us to this group on purpose.
We learned to not worry about having all the answers, but instead to relax into the pursuit of God’s presence, to trust the loving guidance and support, - the power of God’s Spirit within and among us.  What we came to understand, kindly, was that Jesus didn’t call us because we were worthy.  
He invited us together because we were …willing.  
This invite to pursue God’s presence is not offered only to future deacons or priests or religious.  It is the ever-open invitation for all of us. 
In our Gospel today we hear one of our most familiar stories of Jesus’ presence among us, - the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fish.  What I love about this story is not only the feeding of the multitudes, but also Jesus’ deliberate … delegation to make it happen.
When the apostles approach Jesus in their worry over the press of the crowds, almost tasking Jesus to resolve their anxiety by sending the people away, Jesus says simply in response, “Give them some food yourselves.”
I don’t think Jesus says this to them out of annoyance.  I believe he is again teaching them that his power is being gifted to them, and that if they put their faith in him into action for others, amazing things will happen.  
Now, remember, this is new territory for the apostles.  Jesus knows they might not yet feel worthy of such an undertaking, so he offers a suggestion.
“Bring them here to me.”  
The apostles follow his instructions.  Jesus blesses the loaves and fish, and gives the food to the disciples to distribute.  Note that Jesus does not give the food out himself.  He encourages and empowers his friends to provide for each other.  The disciples may not know how to individually feed five thousand on their own, but I believe that their willingness to accept Jesus’ invitation to serve together in this new way models an encouraging openness for all.  Maybe everyone there that day learns how to share, how to take care of each other better because of Jesus’ invitation, and the disciples’ willingness to receive, and then deliver. 
My friends, Jesus is continuing to open opportunities for each of us to expand our willingness to receive and deliver.  You and I are invited together to share the Word, the Eucharist, and the mission Jesus entrusts to us, to receive the loaves and fish Jesus blesses us with, and then to simply …share them.
Today, someone will look to you for a kind connection.  They may need help with a personal challenge, or a troubled relationship, or they might just need your compassion, your presence, - to bring them calm.  When this happens, know that Jesus has put this person on your path on purpose, and don’t worry about being worthy.  You only need be willing to receive them.
  
You see, if we’re willing to attune ourselves to God’s invitation to be of loving service for those around us, God will show us how to provide.  We don’t have to have the ultimate answer, and it’s usually beyond our abilities anyway.   
So, if we’re willing to receive Jesus’ invitation to help the person placed on our path, and release our personal agenda, and not stress over a perfect outcome, God will make the right thing happen between us.  This has been proven to me so many times, and yet for some reason I’m always pleasantly surprised at how Jesus brings reconciliation, and well, …peace. 
I can hear Jesus saying now to each of us, ‘Let go and let …me.  Don’t worry about the ‘how.’  You are most welcome to give it over to me, relax into me, and believe in the power of my love for you and through you.  
I’ll help you.  I will always help you.’  
Amen.  
