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Coweta FCA Elementary Lesson Plans
Trust

Big Idea
We can trust God’s plan is always good.

Memory Verse 
“He is not here; He has risen!” Luke 24:6-7

Definitions
Webster’s definition of trust: A person or thing in which confidence is placed

Biblical definition of trust: A bold, confident, sure security or action based on that security; what we do because of the faith we have been given

Bible Story
As you teach this story, please be cautious. Not all kids have been exposed to the death of Jesus and not all kids will understand. The concept of Jesus' love for people is foundational to the Easter story. This story helps prepare a child to understand Jesus' gift through His death and resurrection when the child is older. The story of Jesus' death on the cross and His resurrection becomes the next foundational teaching concept, building on the understanding of Jesus' love for all people.

Tips to Tell the Story of Jesus’ Death
· Tell the story in a way that does not create fear. Avoid emphasizing the brutality of Jesus' death.
· Use the story provided above or read the Scripture passage as realistic portrayals of Jesus' death and resurrection. Young children need to know that Jesus' death is not the end of the story. He arose from death and is alive. The focus is to offer hope to the children, not despair.
· Talk to the child in warm and reassuring tones.
· Avoid using props or pictures that may distract from the story or that mix secular traditions with this Holy story.






Death and Resurrection of Jesus
Matthew 26:36-28:10

Jesus was perfect. He never sinned and always obeyed His Father. Not everyone loved Jesus. Some felt threatened by Him. God had a plan for Jesus’ life to save others through Jesus. Jesus was obedient to His Father. He went to a garden called Gethsemane to pray. He prayed, “Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering pass away from Me. But Your will be done. 

A man named Judas came to Jesus and betrayed Him. He kissed Jesus on the cheek to let the men know who to arrest. His disciples ran away.

Jesus was taken to the high priest. He asked, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of God?” Jesus said, “You had said it”. The crowd spit on Jesus and beat Him.

Jesus was beaten and nailed to a cross. He wore a scarlet robe and a crown of thorns. He was crucified next to two criminals.

Jesus was buried in a tomb. A large stone was rolled in front of the opening. Guards were at the tomb. A violent earthquake rolled the stone away.

Jesus Is Alive
Mark 16:1-8, John 20:1-18

The following story is presented in a way that creates trust and factual understanding.

Early in the morning Mary Magdalene and two other women walked to the edge of town. They were very sad because Jesus had died on a cross. They were going to the place where He had been buried.

As the women walked, they talked to each other. "Who will roll the heavy stone from the door of the tomb?" one of the women asked. "We are not strong enough to move such a large stone."

When the women arrived at the tomb, the big heavy stone was already rolled away from the door. They looked inside, but Jesus was not in the tomb. The women were afraid! A young man dressed in a white robe said: "Do not be afraid. Jesus is not here. Go and tell Jesus' helpers that He is alive."

Mary and the other women ran from the tomb. Mary found two of Jesus' helpers-Peter and John. Mary said: "Peter! John! Jesus is not in the tomb! I don't know where they have taken Him."

Peter and John could hardly believe what Mary was saying. They hurried back to the tomb with Mary. They looked inside, but they did not see Jesus anywhere! Jesus was not there. Peter and John went home. But Mary stayed nearby crying.

"Why are you crying?" she heard someone ask. Mary did not know that the man speaking to her was Jesus. He spoke her name. "Mary," He said. Then, Mary knew that the man was Jesus! 

Jesus was standing right there-close enough to touch. Jesus told Mary to go tell His helpers that she had seen Him. Mary rushed to tell Jesus' helpers that she had seen Jesus and that He was alive!

Discussion Questions
1. Who betrayed Jesus? (Judas)
2. Why did Jesus’ die? (It was God’s plan, and it was to save us from our sins.)
3. What happened after three days? (Jesus arose from the dead.)
4. Who spoke to Mary? (Jesus)

Activity
Pictionary

Fill a basket with plastic Easter eggs. Each egg should have a slip of paper with an Easter word inside. Draw the word in 60 seconds or less and let the team guess the word. (holidppy.com) 

This can also be played as charades. 

Word or phrase suggestions: Bible, Last Supper, church, communion, cross, Sunday, palm branches, donkey, tomb, 3 days, sword, crown of thorns
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