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Coweta FCA Elementary Lesson Plans
Thankfulness

Big Idea
Gratitude is an attitude. God deserves our honor, praise, and thankfulness.

Memory Verse 
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.” Psalm 107:1

Definitions
Webster’s definition of thankfulness: Conscious of benefit received, expression of thanks, well pleased

Biblical definition of thankfulness: Recognizing who God is and what He has done

Bible Story 
Luke 17:11-19

Jesus was traveling to Jerusalem when He met 10 lepers as he went into a village. Lepers had a disease called leprosy. It made sores on their skin and made them hurt. By law, they were considered unclean. 

Because they were unclean from their disease, they stood away from others. Unclean people could not participate in worship. They yelled out to Jesus and asked for mercy. They knew He had the power to heal them.

Jesus told them to go to the priest. The priest could tell them they were healed from their disease. People had to go to the priest for a diagnosis, quarantine themselves, and then if healed, they had to go to the priest to be examined, cleansed, and be able to go back to the community.

All ten men were healed. 9 men went away, and one came to Jesus to thank Him. He bowed down to Jesus to show his thankfulness. His response shows us he understood God’s mercy and grace. This man was not a Jew. He was from Samaria. 

Jesus asked if there were 10 who were healed and why only one returned to thank Him. Jesus told him, “Get up and go on your way. You are saved because you have faith.”

Even though many people know Jesus and are blessed by Him, few will give Him the praise and honor He deserves.

Devotion
Gratitude is an attitude that comes out of the habit of giving thanks. The Bible gives us many examples of God’s people thanking and praising Him for what He has done. Below you will find a few examples.

All through Psalms, no matter what David was facing, he thanked God. Even when things were good or bad, David always turned back to the truth of God’s goodness. This attitude often carried him through the hardest of situations.

Hannah thanked God for Samuel. She had wanted a baby for many years. She prayed and journeyed to the tabernacle each year to ask God for a baby. God responded to her prayers and she thanked and praised God for Samuel.

Paul was a man in the Bible who had many tests and trials. No matter what he faced, he told us in Thessalonians to “Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.”

Just as your mom and dad have taught you to say please and thank you, we learn to express our thankfulness to God by saying thank you to Him. 

We want our grateful attitude to come from our hearts, not just because we are expected to say thank you. The more we think about the good things God has done for us and practice saying, “thank you”, the more naturally it flows out of a heart that loves God. 

Discussion Questions
1. What is a leper and why is it bad to be a leper? (A leper is someone who has leprosy. The person has sores on their body, and it hurts them.) 
2. Who had the power to heal the men? (Jesus)
3. How many men were healed? (10)
4. How many men ran away and how many thanked Jesus? 

Activity
Switch with a Friend

Materials: List of statements regarding thankfulness

Read the statement. If a student agrees with that statement, they stand up and switch places with another student who also agrees. All students should agree with the statements and switch places. 

If space is an obstacle, students could stand up if they agree or give a thumbs up.

Gather students in a circle. Please tell the students to stand up and switch places with another student who agrees with the statement. 

Statements (these can be customized for any school)
· I am thankful for my family.
· I am thankful for my teachers.
· I am thankful to have a home.
· I am thankful to have food.
· I am thankful God loves me.

At the end, allow the students to write a thank you note or draw a picture for someone they are thankful for.
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