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Coweta FCA Elementary Lesson Plans
Love

Big Idea
Jesus was born to save us from sin. God gave us Jesus because He loves us.

Memory Verse
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above.” James 1:17

Definitions
Webster’s definition of love: A strong affection for another arising out of kinship or personal ties

Biblical definition of love: Brotherly affection, doing good things for another person, loving one’s relatives

Spiritual love is self-sacrificing love. Spiritual love is generous and not selfish. Spiritual love is unending. Spiritual love is undeserving

Bible Story 
Luke 2:1-20, Matthew 1:18-25

Jesus’ birth was different than other babies’ birth. Jesus was a mighty and all-powerful God who came to earth as a baby. God gave Him to us to save us from our sins. (The Gospel Project)

Mary (Jesus’ mother) was engaged to Joseph (Jesus’ father). Mary was a young teenager and Joseph was a carpenter. Neither were anything special or important. They were ordinary people. They both loved God and were obedient to Him.

An angel visited Mary and told her she would give birth to a child and His name would be Jesus.

Mary was very confused. She was not married, and she asked the angel, “How can this happen?” The angel explained this special child would be God’s Son and nothing is impossible with God. Mary believed the angel and she rejoiced and praised God.

Understandably, Joseph was concerned. Joseph had the right not to marry Mary. Under Jewish law, Mary could have been put to death by stoning for having a child without being married. Joseph was a kind man and he treated Mary with respect and kindness.

God sent an angel to Joseph in a dream to assure him the marriage was God’s will and the baby was conceived by the Holy Spirit, his name was Jesus, and He was the Messiah. Joseph obeyed God and married Mary.

Caesar Augustus was the emperor at this time, and he had every person return to their hometown to be counted in the census. Joseph was from the line of David. He was required to go to Bethlehem to be counted with Mary.

When they arrived in Bethlehem, the inn was full and there was no room for them to stay. They stayed in a stable, a place where animals lived. While there, Mary gave birth to Jesus. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger.

In a nearby field, an angel of the Lord appeared to shepherds. The angels told them the Savior of the word had been born. A host of angels appeared, and they began singing praises to God.

The shepherds went to the village and found Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. They told others about the new Messiah. They praised and glorified God.

Devotion
Do you have to work or pay to receive a gift? Why do we give gifts? How do you know who the gift is for?

God sent us a special gift that is for everyone. The Bible tells us "God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) God gave us His Son as a special gift to us. We did not earn this gift; we did not deserve this gift. God gave us His Son because He loves us.

However, the gift is not really ours until we choose to receive it. It is of no use to us unless we take it for ourselves, unwrap it, and make it our own. 

Discussion Questions
1. Why did Mary and Joseph go to Bethlehem? (To be counted in the census.)
2. Why did they stay in a stable? (There was not any room in the inn.)
3. How did the shepherds know the Messiah was born? (Angels appeared and told them of Jesus’s birth.)
4. How did Jesus rescue us from sin? (We needed a Savior. We are all sinners. God loved us so much, he sent us His Son, Jesus. Jesus lived a perfect life. He obeyed God’s laws and never sinned. Jesus did not deserve to die. He took our punishment for our sin and died on the cross for us. Because Jesus came to earth, we can be saved from sin. Jesus arose from the dead and one day, he will come back to the earth to make everything new and right).

Activity
Make Cards

Materials: construction paper, stickers, markers, crayons

Pass out paper, crayons, and decorating materials. Tell the students that not all people have families who can visit with others. Remind the students one way we can love like Jesus is loving others.

Allow the students to make cards for residents of your local nursing home. You could also visit elderly residents, give cards to the military, take the cards to their neighbors, etc. 
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