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Coweta FCA Elementary Lesson Plans
Honesty

Big Idea
Telling the truth is always a wise choice.

Memory Verse
“An honest witness (person) does not deceive (lie), but a false witness pours out lies.” 
Proverbs 14:5

Definitions
Webster’s definition of honesty: The quality or state of being honest, fairness, integrity, sincerity, truthfulness, freedom from fraud

Biblical definition of honesty: Being free from deceit; telling the truth and acting in a truthful way

Bible Story 
Genesis 20:1-18

In today’s story, a hero in the Bible tells a lie to keep out of danger. God showed Abraham that lying was a bad idea.

When Abraham was alive, the kings made the rules. A king could take any object including people. Even if someone was married, the king could decide he wanted to take someone’s wife for himself. If the husband complained or caused any problems, the king could have the husband arrested or killed.

King Abimelech decided he wanted Abraham’s wife, Sarah, for himself. Abraham lied about Sarah being his wife and said Sarah was his sister. He did not want to be killed.

God does not like us to lie. In a dream he told King Abimelech the truth and this caused problems. If he married Sarah with her being married, the King and his family could die. The King woke up and was very angry with Abraham. He gave Sarah back to Abraham.

Abraham learned that God will not put up with lying. He also learned when he lied, it caused bigger problems.


Devotion
How many of you have ever lied or been dishonest to get out of trouble? Kids lie often but sometimes adults lie too. Athletes cheat, famous people lie to help their career or to cover their problems. Politicians lie to help themselves win or look better.

When someone lies or is dishonest, it hurts their reputation or what someone thinks of them. People learn they lied and can’t be trusted. Once people think this of you, its hard for people to trust you again.

Honesty is about being truthful in what you say and not what you do. Honesty is more than “not lying”. Honesty includes not hiding the truth. Your conscience helps you know right from wrong and helps you to make a good choice

The Bible says it is wrong to lie. The Ten Commandments say it very plainly. Do not lie. (Exodus 20:2-17 and Deuteronomy 5:6-21)

When you are in a bad situation, one choice is lying to get out of the situation, but lying creates more problems. It’s always better to tell the truth.

Discussion Questions
1. What does it mean to be honest? (To be honest, to tell the truth)
2. What does the Bible say about lying or being dishonest? (It is wrong to be dishonest. The Ten Commandments tell us we are not to lie.)
3. Is it ok to lie/be dishonest to get out of trouble? (No. God says it is wrong and it against what the Bible teaches us.)

Activity
Goal: Discuss a time you lied and what was the outcome

Materials: Ball

Preparation:
· Pull chairs in a circle or sit in the floor in a circle.
· Arrange students in a circle.
· Have students brainstorm on a time they have lied and what was the outcome of the lie.
· Give a student a ball and allow them to tell their story.
· Have the student throw the ball to a friend and allow the friend to share their story[image: ].
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