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Coweta FCA Elementary Lesson Plans
Forgiveness

[bookmark: _Hlk91493434][bookmark: _Hlk91487592]Big Idea
God wants us to forgive others as He forgave us.

Memory Verse
“Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:13b

Definitions
Webster’s definition of forgiveness: To wipe the slate clean or to pardon someone’s wrongdoing

Biblical definition of forgiveness: Erasing sin and error from the mind and body; an act of God’s grace to forget forever and not hold people of faith accountable for sins they confess 

Bible Story 
Genesis 37-50

Joseph had many brothers, and he was his father’s favorite. His father (Jacob) had a special robe made for him and not for his brothers. He brothers knew Jacob loved Joseph the best and they were jealous. They were mean to him.

Joseph had dreams that made his brothers mad. God told him in his dreams his brothers would someday bow down to him. This caused his brothers to dislike him more.

One day, Joseph traveled to check on his brothers. They were watching their sheep. His brothers plotted against him and threw him in a hole. They then sold him as a slave. They took his robe and smeared it with animal blood and then told their dad Joseph had been killed by wild animals.

Joseph was taken to Egypt and sold to a man named Potiphar as a household slave. Joseph was falsely accused of something and was thrown in jail. God was with Joseph though. He gave him the gift of interpreting dreams and that helped the Pharaoh. Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams. He appointed Joseph the second in command over Egypt. Joseph was an important man. Many people respected him.

Pharaoh’s dreams predicted seven years of famine. During this famine, Joseph’s older brothers needed food and came to Egypt to purchase food. They did not recognize Joseph. It had been 20 years since they had seen him.

Joseph recognized his brothers. He did not act like he knew them. He was not nice to them at first and pretended they were spies. Joseph kept one of his brothers in prison until the other brothers brought back their youngest brother, Benjamin.

His brothers came back and brought Benjamin with him. Joseph revealed to his brothers he was the brother they mistreated. They were shocked but happy to see him. Joseph sent for the rest of his family to live in Egypt until the famine was over.

In time, Jacob (Joseph’s father) died. His brothers were worried. They were scared Joseph would take revenge on him. Joseph said, “Do not be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”

In this story, Joseph had been mistreated by his brothers. He had every right to be mad and take revenge on his brothers. God worked on Joseph and through Him, forgave his brothers.

Just like Joseph, we are called to forgive those who have offended us and see life’s experiences as part of God’s plan to love and serve others. 

Devotion
Do your friends ever get mad at you? Maybe they do not invite you to play after school or they encourage your other friends not to play with you on the playground. Do they make things up about you and start rumors? How does it make you feel when others are not kind to you?

You may think, “I am so mad at my friend. She is bossy and thinks she is in charge of me. I will never speak to her again”.

After you have raged, perhaps cried, and stomped your feet, you calm down. You remember your preacher or Sunday School teacher talking about forgiveness and how we are to forgive others because Jesus forgave you.

It can be hard to forgive others. It is much easier to be mad or judgmental toward someone. Forgiveness is a choice. We can choose to be angry, or we can release our anger to God. When we chose to be angry, the anger builds in our heart, and it hurts us. You are giving your anger to the person you are mad at, and it gives the person who made you mad power to hurt you.

It is pleasing to Jesus when we give our anger to Him. He wants us to come to Him with our problems. We can pray and ask Him to help you be free from anger and choose to be happy. Jesus can help you forgive others.

Discussion Questions
1. Why did Joseph’s brothers not like him? (He had dreams that his brothers would bow down to him and he was their father’s favorite.)
2. What did Joseph’s brothers do to him? (Threw him into a hole, sold him as a slave, and told their father he was killed by a wild animal.)
3. What happened when Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams? (He promoted Joseph to second in command of the army.)
4. When Joseph’s brothers came to get food, what did Joseph do? (He kept one brother and had his brothers bring his brother back.)
5. Did Joseph forgive his brothers? (Yes)

Activity
Trash Your Sin
Ask students to write sins they have committed this week, such as lying, disobeying teachers or parents, or being unkind. Teach them to pray sincerely for God’s forgiveness and role-play asking the offended person for forgiveness.

Upon receiving forgiveness, the child balls up his sin, stands at a throwing line, and tosses the paper ball in the trash can to demonstrate forgiving and forgetting.  
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