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Coweta FCA Elementary Lesson Plans
Easter Story

Big Idea
Kids will learn that “Jesus died to give us life!”
Memory Verse
“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NIRV)
Bible Story  
Luke 24:13-35, Jesus explains why He died on the cross
INTRO: 
Raise your hand if you saw any evidence of an Easter Bunny at your house today.
If you haven’t yet, maybe you will when you get home today.  And if not, that sneaky Easter Bunny must have been hiding eggs at my house!  Of all the treats the Easter Bunny leaves, what are your favorite?  Raise your hand and I’ll call on a few of you to share.
Those sound delicious!  Today we are going to talk about the Easter Story and how Jesus EGG-SPLAINED it to His disciples when they didn’t understand.  Let’s read what happened now!
READ LUKE 24:13-35
First of all, it’s pretty cool that Jesus was able to explain what happened to his friends even after He died on the cross.  I mean, talk about amazing.  Jesus had died and the last thing they knew was He was dead.  But that wasn’t the end of the story.  Jesus rose from the dead and defeated sin and death itself!  He came back as proof that He had accomplished what God’s word in the Bible had said He would.  He came to the earth to be our savior.  He came to sacrifice Himself on the cross in our place to pay the penalty of sin and then to rise again!  

The disciples did not understand why Jesus had to die.  They didn’t understand that He would defeat sin and death.  All they knew was that their friend had died and then He was missing from His tomb.  Where could He have gone?  
Jesus is alive!  He rose from the dead.  On the road, in the story we read, Jesus began to explain what had happened to the disciples, even before they recognized Him.  Beginning with Moses and the prophets, Jesus went through the entire history in the Bible and explained who He was and why He came to the earth.  After this they invited Him to come to dinner, during the dinner they recognized Him when He broke the bread and poured the wine just like He had done before He died.  
When we have questions that we can not answer.  When we do not understand the meaning behind what is happening or why God has allowed something difficult to happen, we can pray and ask Him.  We can go to God’s word and learn about Him.  We can find the answers to our questions when we go to God’s word and listen for God’s word in prayer!  The Easter Story wasn’t as confusing as it seemed.  It turned out, the story had already been told even before it happened.  The prophets had already said it would happen.  When the disciples looked at God’s word, they were able to understand why Jesus died on the cross…it was for their sins.  They were able to understand that Jesus rose from the dead because He had defeated sin and death!  This was good news for them and it’s good news for us!
We can accept Jesus into our hearts and He will forgive us for our sins.  And just like our memory verse says, “…whoever believes in Him will not die, but have everlasting life!” John 3:16. When we trust in Jesus and ask for forgiveness, we are given the gift of everlasting life in heaven!  This is good news!  The Easter Story is easy to EGG-SPLAIN.  JESUS DIED TO GIVE US LIFE!  It is as simple as that!  You can choose life today, and become a follower of Jesus.  We do this by praying and asking Jesus for forgiveness of our sins and asking Him to come into our hearts and change us!  The Easter Story isn’t just about eggs, it’s about JESUS DYING TO GIVE US LIFE!  I invited you to pray that prayer today if you haven’t yet, and join the family of God.

Discussion Questions
1. What did the disciples need Jesus to Egg-Splain?
2. Where can we go to find God’s truth?
3. Can you Egg-Splain why the Easter story is so important?
4. How can we talk and hear from God?
Activity
RABBIT RELAY
 
ITEMS NEEDED:
Carrots, Jelly Beans, Straws, and Plastic Bowls
 
INSTRUCTIONS:
Do some fun RABBIT RELAY RACES!  Begin with kids lining up and hopping from one end of the room to the other.  Next, have them do LONG EAR RABBIT LEAPS back.  For the next race, ask kids to partner up with one kid standing at each end of the room.  Give one partner a baby carrot and when you say to go, have them run as fast as they can and take the carrot to their partner.  Next, their partner will have to run that carrot all the way back to the other side.  Then give that partner a whole handful of baby carrots and see if they can race to the other side without dropping any carrots.  If they do, they will have to stop and pick up any missing carrots and continue.  Once they reach the other side their partner will have to take all the carrots back.
For the next relay race, have all the kids sit in a large circle.  Hand each kid 5 jelly beans, a straw, and a small plastic bowl.  When you say to go, kids will have to suck up their jelly beans one at a time with their straws and move them to their bowl.  No hands allowed!  If the jelly bean falls to the floor, they will have to suck it up again until it drops into the bowl.  Tell kids to stand when they are finished so you can see who is done.  Be sure to use regular-sized straws so no jelly beans get sucked up into the straw.  Play this a couple of times.
Toss out all the used carrots and jelly beans but offer some unused leftover ones as a snack.
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