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Coweta FCA Elementary Lesson Plans
Christmas Story

Big Idea
Kids will learn that Jesus protects us like a Good Shepherd.
Memory Verse
“I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and my sheep know me.” – John 10:14 (NIRV)
Bible Story 
Luke 2:2-18 (NIV), The Birth of Jesus & John 10:14-15 (NIV), The Good Shepherd

Have you ever visited a brand-new baby at the hospital or maybe at their home after they leave the hospital? Chances are, that sweet baby had new clothes and a blanket or two, or three or four, and a safe place to sleep. Moms and Dads do everything they can to make sure the baby is in a safe place. They will probably have you wash your hands if you’re planning to hold the little one. Why do they go to all that trouble? They want to make sure the baby is safe and free from germs.

Now, imagine that baby being born outside, there with the animals, with pieces of cloth for clothing and a rough, wooden manger for a bed. No soft blanket, no sleeper with his name on it, and no hand sanitizer. Then, there were visitors.

READ: 
Luke 2:2-8, John 10:14-15 (NIV)
 
Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem due to a law that said all of the Roman world had to be counted. When they reached Bethlehem, Mary was about to give birth to Jesus, but there was nowhere for them to stay. Jesus was born outside, with the livestock close by, with pieces of cloth for clothes, and a manger, or feed trough, for a bed.

An angel visited a group of shepherds who were watching sheep and told them about the birth of Jesus and where they could find Him. A group of angels joined them and praised God for the gift of Jesus. When they left, the shepherds went to visit Jesus and told everyone about Him. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd and we are His sheep. He knows our voice and has laid His life down for us!
It was no coincidence that shepherds were the first visitors to see Jesus. God had everything perfectly planned. People looked down on shepherds and felt they were second-class people. Their jobs were hard and after spending all day and night with sheep in a pasture, they didn’t smell the best. They were not the type of people that new parents would want to come to visit. 

Shepherds didn’t have religious status. Most were not educated, but God chose them to witness the greatest gift ever given. God wanted to show the world that anyone willing can come to Jesus. Shepherds were the first to talk about the Messiah. Since they spent their time with sheep, most shepherds were not social people. However, they were the first to share the greatest news ever given. God wanted to show the world that anyone can witness about Jesus.

Jesus compares Himself to a shepherd. Shepherds always keep count of where their sheep have gone. They risk danger to find them and keep them safe. They would give their own life to protect them. This is what Jesus did for us. He knows where we are and keeps us safe. He gave His life for us but rose again!

Sheep know their shepherd, and they know he will keep them safe. We can trust that we are safe and secure with Jesus as our shepherd. Like the shepherds who came to see baby Jesus, we should tell everyone about Him. 

Devotion
Do you have to work or pay to receive a gift? Why do we give gifts? How do you know who the gift is for?

God sent us a special gift that is for everyone. The Bible tells us "God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) God gave us His Son as a special gift to us. We did not earn this gift; we did not deserve this gift. God gave us His Son because He loves us.

However, the gift is not really ours until we choose to receive it. It is of no use to us unless we take it for ourselves, unwrap it, and make it our own. (https://www.creativebiblestudy.com/christmasobjectlesson.html)

As we celebrate Christmas, we need to share the gift God gave us, Jesus, with others. Tell others why we are celebrating Christmas and share His love with them.

Discussion Questions
1. What is your favorite part of Christmas?
2. Why were Joseph and Mary traveling to Bethlehem?
3. Why was Jesus born outside?
4. How do you think Mary felt about Jesus being born outside?
5. [bookmark: _heading=h.21fhqq2zy12z]What does it mean to trust someone?
6. How can you trust God like the sheep trust their shepherd?



Activity
Make Christmas Cards

Materials: construction paper, stickers, markers, crayons

Pass out paper, crayons, and decorating materials. Tell the students that not all people have families who can visit or celebrate Christmas with others. Remind the students one way we can love like Jesus is loving others.

Allow the students to make cards for residents of your local nursing home. You could also visit elderly residents, give cards to the military, take the cards to their neighbors, go caroling, etc. 
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