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Coweta FCA Elementary Lesson Plans
Being Kind to Others
Game 
Make circles of 10-12 students and have them share something positive about the person to their left.  Once everyone has gone once have them go around the circle again this time sharing something positive about the person to their right.
Big Idea
God made each of us perfectly in His image. We are to love everyone.
Memory Verse
“God created man in his own image.” Genesis 1:27
Bible Story
The Bible is full of stories of Jesus loving and helping others. A few notable ones are:
· Jesus helped the woman at the well. She was not known as a good person, and she was a Samaritan. She was different than others and no one wanted to be her friend or help her. Jesus showed love and compassion. He sat and talked with her. He forgave her of her sins. (John 4:1-26)
· Jesus healed the 10 lepers. Leprosy was a skin disease and anyone who had it could not be with other people. They were considered outcasts. They had to yell, “unclean, unclean” when people approached them. Jesus did not shy away and healed the 10 men. (Luke 17:12-19)
· Jesus was kind to and healed a blind man. This person was different from others. He did not do anything to cause his blindness. He was born that way. Jesus did not treat him differently but used it as an opportunity to show the Love and Work of God. Jesus’ spit and made mud with his saliva. He put it in the blind man’s eyes and healed his vision. (John 9:1-8)
· Jesus had dinner with a sinner named Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was a tax collector who took too much money. He was a thief. Jesus still loved Zacchaeus even though he was different. Jesus forgave him of his sins. (Luke 19:1-10)
· Jesus showed compassion to those who were sick. He healed a woman who had been bleeding for 12 years. Blood was considered unclean, and no one would associate with this woman. Jesus did not care. He loved her and healed her. (Luke 8:40-48)
· Jesus died on the cross for those who were different. He died for each of us because He loves us so much. He saved us from our sins. Jesus was perfect and never sinned. We did sin and He died for us. He did not treat us differently but showed us love. (Matthew 27:45-54)

In our school, we have kids who are different. Some are different because of health issues. Maybe they have arms or legs that don’t work as others do. Maybe they have diabetes, multiple sclerosis, autism, cystic fibrosis. They may have an allergy to food or other things at school. 

Some are different in looks. They may be short, skinny, obese. Some have speech issues. They may speak with a stutter, speak unclearly, or maybe they speak very little or not at all. 

Some kids have social issues. They don’t know how to interact with others. Some kids struggle with academics and others call them dumb. Some are super smart, and they get called nerds. Some kids are not athletic. They don’t get picked for a team or to sit with at lunch. Can you imagine how lonely it would feel not to have someone to play with or to talk to?

God loves these kids just as much as He loves you. As you reflect over the Bible stories we have discussed, did God or Jesus ever say, “I won’t love you or help you because you are different?” No. He loved and helped everyone.

As a lover of Jesus and God’s chosen one, we are called to love everyone. It does not matter if they are the same as we are or different. God wants us to love and include all people. 
Devotion
God tells us His greatest commandment is love and we are to love one another. Can you imagine a world where everyone was kind to each other?

Think of your schools and your friend circle. Do you see kids who shy away from someone who looks different or acts differently? Do you have friends who are different? How do you treat them? The Bible tells us:
· Everyone is deserving of our kindness whether they look like us or not. 
· God’s love is for everyone whether they look like us or not.
· We cannot hold back kindness from others because they are different.
· Jesus showed love to everyone, and we should do the same. 
· When we show kindness to others, we show we are disciples of Jesus.
Discussion Questions
1. What is God’s greatest commandment: To love everyone.
2. Did God and Jesus love everyone even if they were different? Yes 
3. Do you know someone who is different than you? If so, do you let them play with you or sit with you at lunch? 
4. How can you show the love of God and Jesus at school? (Being kind to others, including others, helping others)
Activity
Brainstorm on a friend who is different from you. What makes that friend different? Do you think God made a mistake or did he make that person perfect in His image? Think of ways you can include the friend in class, on the playground, at lunch, the bus, and in the gym. 

The next time you see your friend or anyone who is not being included or treated kindly, think of how you can help the friend. 
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