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T: 01328 864763.           M: 07789 561320 
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Expert support and 
advice whenever you 
need it.

We’re committed to delivering timely 
accountancy and business advice at every 
stage of your financial journey. 

Scan here to 
find out more
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Welcome to the 
Fakenham Town Guide 
– your introduction 
to everything this 
lively North Norfolk 
market town has to 
offer. Whether you’re 
a long-time resident, a 
new arrival, or a visitor 
discovering Fakenham 
for the first time, we 
hope this guide helps 
you explore the town, 
its people, and its many 
activities.

Welcome
Fakenham is a place with a 
strong sense of community, 
rich history, and an ever-
changing town centre. From 
independent shops and 
local markets to countryside 
walks, festivals, arts, sport, 
and culture, there is always 
something happening.
  This guide is produced 
by Active Fakenham, a 
volunteer-led community 
group working to make 
Fakenham a more lively, 
welcoming, and connected 
town. Through inclusive 
events and activities 
that promote wellbeing, 
creativity, sport, culture, 
and community life, Active 
Fakenham helps residents 
and visitors of all ages enjoy 
everything Fakenham has to 
offer.
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WELCOME

  We hope you enjoy reading 
the guide and that it inspires 
you to get involved, support 

local businesses, and make 
the most of your time in 
Fakenham.

PHOTO CREDITS: Fakenham Archive, Nick Bowman, Richard Crook, 
Harry Moore, Keith Osborn, Pat Jones, Warwick Jones, Roz Gordon, David 
Roberts, Alastair Robinson, Heather De Lyon.
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DESTINATION  
Fakenham

Fakenham is a town shaped 
by history, community, and 
a strong sense of place. Its 
name is Saxon in origin and 
is thought to mean either 
the “homestead of Facca” 
or “fair place” — possibly 
a reference to its setting 
beside the River Wensum.

One of the largest towns 
in North Norfolk, Fakenham 
continues to thrive in 2026. 
New independent shops, 
cafés, events, and festivals 
add fresh energy to this 
friendly market town. While 
often described as the 
“gateway to the North Norfolk 
coast,” Fakenham is very 
much a destination in its 
own right—cherished by 
residents and discovered 
with delight by visitors.

With a history stretching 
back to 1250, when its 

weekly market was first 
established, Fakenham 
remains rooted in tradition 
while confidently embracing 
the present. The historic 
Thursday Market still fills 
the town centre each week, 
creating a lively atmosphere 
of stalls, local produce, and 
friendly conversation.

A much-loved thriving town
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DESTINATION

Fakenham’s calendar blends 
long-standing traditions with 
a full programme of modern 
community events, including:

• Weekly Thursday Market 
and Auction – A cornerstone 
of town life, drawing 
shoppers and traders year-
round

• Fakenham Racecourse 
National Hunt Meetings – 

Held from October to June, 
bringing national attention 
and excitement to the town

Whether you visit for a day or 
stay longer, there is always 
something happening. The 
town centre is a welcoming 
place to shop, meet friends, 
and enjoy independent 
businesses, with history 
visible on every street.
 

A town shaped by tradition and events
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Nobody offers 
you more

✓Service ✓Value ✓Choice

Visit our Fakenham branch
Call us 01328 856677

Glassmaking Demonstrations

Glassmaking Experiences

Gift & Coffee Shop

Langham Glass, Greenway Lane, 
Fakenham NR21 8ET
Telephone 01328 863500
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DESTINATION

Heritage at every corner
Fakenham’s industrial past 
is celebrated throughout 
the town. Its historic printing 
industry is commemorated 
by distinctive metal ‘formes’ 
set into the pedestrianised 
Market Square, recalling a 
time when Miller’s printworks 
employed more than 600 
people. Sculptures also 
honour the town’s historic 
gas and livestock trades.

The Fakenham Gasworks 
on Hempton Road—
England’s only complete, 
preserved non-operational 
gasworks—is now a museum 
and a nationally important 
heritage site.

Visitors can explore 
further via the Fakenham 
Lancaster Heritage Trail, 
a free, self-guided walk 
starting in the Market 
Place. The trail features 
32 historic sites, with QR 
codes providing additional 
information along the route.



12

Fakenham Town Council
01328 853653

info@fakenhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.fakenhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Fakenham Market
Est. 1250

 
 

Every Thursday from 8am
 A fine selection of local flavours, 

everyday needs and speciality products
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DESTINATION

Just a short walk away from 
the town centre, peaceful 
river paths follow the River 
Wensum, a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
Nearby attractions include 
Pensthorpe Natural Park, 
renowned for its conservation 
work and waterbird 
collections, and Sculthorpe 
Moor Nature Reserve, with 
accessible walkways and 
wildlife hides.

Explore, create, and 
unwind

We look forward to welcoming you to Fakenham 
in 2026—a town where heritage, community, and 
countryside come together.

Easy to reach, easy 
to enjoy
Fakenham sits on 
National Cycle Network 
Route 1 and is just 10 
miles from the stunning 
North Norfolk coast at 
Wells-next-the-Sea and 
Holkham. The town is 
easily accessible via the 
A148 from King’s Lynn or 
the A1067 from Norwich.
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QUALITY LOW COST ROOMS
FOR 4 TO 200 PEOPLE

Performance, exercise, office, meeting spaces and 
secluded courtyard garden. Also great for social 

gatherings such as weddings and organised 
community events.

• Large Kitchen
• Regular and one off bookings

• High Speed Internet
• ATM Banking Services 

www.fakenhamcommunitycentre.org.uk
fakenhamcommunitycentre@gmail.com

Tel: 07443 882344
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info@fakenhamracecourse.co.uk | 01328 862388

fakenhamracecourse.co.uk
CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

Looking for the perfect venue 
for meetings or events?
Versatile event spaces for 2-300 
people. Outstanding facilities, 
limitless possibilities.

Contact us today to discover how
we can help bring your vision to life.

Exercise your dog with confidence 
at Fakenham Racecourse’s four-
acre secure field. Perfect for recall 
training and safe off-lead exercise.

Racedays 2026

Norfolk National Raceday  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Monday 4 May (BH)

Ladies Day.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sunday 31 May

Afternoon Jump Racing.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Friday 13 March

North & West Norfolk Point-to-Point*  .  .  Sunday 22 March

New Season Opener  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Friday 16 Oct

Greene King Raceday.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Monday 2 Nov

Aldiss Easter Monday Raceday  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Monday 6 April (BH)

Spring Racing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Monday 13 April

Christmas Raceday.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sunday 20 Dec

*The Point-to-Point meeting is not run by the racecourse and is an independent event

Hir e  r at e s

£100£100
**FROM HALF
DAY

P R ICING

£6£6FROM FOR 25
MINUTES

* Excluding catering and VAT.

Book today at fakenhamdogfield.co.uk

† when accompanied by an adult.

Our new secure 
dog walking field

(BH) Bank Holiday

Adults from £18.
Children 17 and under free.

†

ADMISSION PRICES
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What will
you do at
Heritage
House?

01328 711333
heritagehousecare.org.uk

Wells-next-the-Sea C
ha
rit
y
N
o.
10
62
17
0
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Call us today 01328 863231
www.hayesandstorr.co.uk

Your legal matters
in safe hands 
for generations
Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle a whole 
range of family, property and business 
legal matters with care and professionalism.

Fakenham | Holt | King’s Lynn | Sheringham | Swaffham
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FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE!
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Your Local Roofing 
Specialists

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING

✔  Replacement Joists & Rafters
✔  New Roofs & Re-roofs
✔  Roof Repairs  ✔ Chimney Work
✔  Flat Roofs  ✔ Felt Roofs
✔  Pitched Roofs
✔  Garage & Extension Roofs
✔  

✔  UPVC ✔ Repointing  ✔ Ventilation
✔  Stone Tar & Chip Coatings
✔  Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning
✔  

✔  

✔  Roof Cleaning  ✔ Roof Coating

FIND US ON 
TRUSTED TRADER

WHAT WE OFFER
OUR SERVICESNEW 

ROOFS

FASCIAS, 
SOFFITS & 
GUTTERING

CHIMNEYS

UPVC

GET IN TOUCH TODAY! 01603 858560

Typically, lenders won’t mortgage a 
property with spray foam insulation. 
This is why it is sensible to have the 
insulation professionally removed!

Spray Foam Removal

Spring 

10%
OFF

Www.premierhomeuk.co.uk

✔  Replacement Joists & Rafters
✔  New Roofs & Re-roofs
✔  Roof Repairs  ✔ Chimney Work
✔  Flat Roofs  ✔ Felt Roofs
✔  Pitched Roofs
✔  Garage & Extension Roofs
✔  

✔  UPVC ✔ Repointing  ✔ Ventilation
✔  Stone Tar & Chip Coatings
✔  Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning
✔  

✔  

✔  Roof Cleaning  ✔ Roof Coating

FIND US ON 
TRUSTED TRADER

WHAT WE OFFER
OUR SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL
ROOFERS IN NORFOLK

NEW 
ROOFS

FASCIAS, 
SOFFITS & 
GUTTERING

CHIMNEYS

UPVC

GET IN TOUCH TODAY! 01603 858560

Typically, lenders won’t mortgage a 
property with spray foam insulation. 
This is why it is sensible to have the 
insulation professionally removed!

Spray Foam Removal

Www.premierhomeuk.co.uk

Contact us for
a free quote

01603 858560 
07950 900083

www.premierhomeuk.co.uk
Emergency Call Outs

OUR SERVICES
  New Roofs
 Roof Repairs
 Flat Roofs
 Tiling & Slating
 Fascias & Soffits
 Guttering & Leadwork
 Chimney Work
 Repointing 
 Drone Surveys
 Spray Foam Removal
 Repointing 
 Moss Removal

  Fully Insured
 Free Quotes
 Competitive Prices
 Quality Workmanship
 No Subcontractors

why choose us?

✔  Replacement Joists & Rafters
✔  New Roofs & Re-roofs
✔  Roof Repairs  ✔ Chimney Work
✔  Flat Roofs  ✔ Felt Roofs
✔  Pitched Roofs
✔  Garage & Extension Roofs
✔  Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
✔  UPVC ✔ Repointing  ✔ Ventilation
✔  Stone Tar & Chip Coatings
✔  Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning
✔  EPDM/Rubber Roofing
✔  Fibreglass Roofing
✔  Roof Cleaning  ✔ Roof Coating

FIND US ON 
TRUSTED TRADER

WHAT WE OFFER
OUR SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL
ROOFERS IN NORFOLK

NEW 
ROOFS

FASCIAS, 
SOFFITS & 
GUTTERING

CHIMNEYS

UPVC

GET IN TOUCH TODAY! 01603 858560

Typically, lenders won’t mortgage a 
property with spray foam insulation. 
This is why it is sensible to have the 
insulation professionally removed!

Spray Foam Removal

Spring 
offer
10%

OFF

Www.premierhomeuk.co.uk

No Job too 
big or small

Contact us for

 



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Fakenham Sports Centre Association Limited

Tel: 01328 862867
Email: info@fakenham-sports.co.uk

www.fakenham-sports.co.uk

EAT • DRINK • SOCIAL
VENUE FOR EVENTS & LEISURE

The Gallow

Incorporating:

Gallow Indoor Bowls Club

Fakenham Golf  Club

Fakenham Squash Club

Fakenham Tennis Club

Fakenham Bridge Club

Fakenham Bowmen

Social Membership

Bar 

“Lancaster Room” perfect for 
Weddings, Parties and Wakes

Everyone Welcome
Open Daily from 9am
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EXPLORE 
Fakenham

Whether you’re visiting 
for the day or staying a 
little longer, Fakenham 
offers a rich mix of history, 
countryside, culture, and 
family-friendly attractions. 
From independent shops 
and lively markets to 
riverside walks, festivals, and 
great food, there’s always 
something to enjoy.

Shop Local & Discover Hidden 
Gems

Browse a wide range of 
independent antique, bric-
a-brac, collectable, and 
gift shops. Sample Norfolk 
cheeses, homemade cakes, 
and locally sourced meat 
from Papworth the butcher, 
pick up fresh produce, visit 
The Larder health food 
shop, or explore stylish 
independent clothing stores.

Walk Beside the River Wensum
Enjoy gentle strolls or 

Fun things to do for everyone
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EXPLORE

longer walks along the River 
Wensum, a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
This peaceful riverside route 
is home to trout, otters, and 
kingfishers.

Head to the Historic Market
Fakenham’s lively Thursday 
Market, established in 1250, 
fills the town centre with 
stalls selling food, plants, 
clothing, antiques, bric-a-
brac, and local produce.

Cavies & Cake
Europe’s only interactive 
Guinea Pig café. Enjoy a 

cuppa and lose yourself in 
the antics of our guinea pig 
paradise! 

Saturday Food Market
Held on the second Saturday 
of the month (March–
December), the Market 
Place comes alive with local 
produce, fresh coffee, and 
homemade treats.

Go to the Movies
Catch the latest releases at 
Central Cinema, a welcoming 
multi-screen cinema housed 
in a beautifully restored 
1930s building.
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01328 862189
www.dempseyheating.com

George Edwards Road, Industrial Estate, Fakenham, NR21 8NL

Your Local Experts - Great Service
Competitive Prices

Contact us today!

HEATING & PLUMBING
SPECIALISTS

GAS & OIL HEATING

BOILER SERVICING  

AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS

BATHROOMS

KITCHENS
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CARS, COMMERCIAL, 
CLASSIC & MOTORCYCLES

Vehicle bodywork & paint repairs
• Accident repairs 

• Resprays 
• Restoration undertaken 

• Colour coding 
• Alloy wheel repairs 
• Dents & scratches 

13 George Edwards Road, 
Fakenham NR21 8NL

07766 503017
www.fakenhambodycentre.co.uk

richadrew@hotmail.co.uk
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Spend a Day at the Races
Enjoy the relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere at Fakenham 
Racecourse, with free entry 
for children aged 17 and 
under.

Tuck into a Sweet Treat
Visit Kinnerton’s Chocolate 
Factory Outlet for great-value 
chocolate, or step back in 
time at Sew Sweet, packed 
with traditional favourites.

Go Wild Outdoors
Explore Pensthorpe Natural 
Park, with wildlife habitats, 
gardens, walking trails, 
and play areas—perfect for 
families and nature lovers.

Shop the Range at Aldiss
This long-established family 
business offers quality 
furniture, homeware, and 
soft furnishings all under one 
roof.

Activities at the Library
Fakenham Library hosts 
Lego Club, author talks, 
quizzes, and a wide range 
of family-friendly activities 
throughout the year.

Follow the Music
Enjoy live music from market-
place buskers, performances 
by Fakenham Choral Society 
and the Town Band, and 
gigs in local pubs and clubs 
or join a singing workshop.

Family Fun Indoors
Fakenham Superbowl offers 
bowling, arcade games, 
escape rooms, and a soft-
play area—ideal whatever 
the weather.

Give Golf a Go
Try golf or putting at 
Fakenham Fairways or 
Fakenham Golf Club, 
welcoming players of all 
ages and abilities.

See Crafts in Action
Watch skilled glassmakers at 
Langham Glass and browse 
unique handmade crystal 
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EXPLOREEXPLORE

gifts and collectables. You 
can also try your hand at 
creative workshops such 
as jewellery making, hat 
making, or upholstery.

Walk the Town Trail
Follow the Fakenham 
Lancaster Heritage Trail to 
discover historic buildings 
and stories marked by blue 
plaques around the town.  
Learn from the QR codes.

Escape to Nature
Enjoy peaceful walks at 
Sculthorpe Moor Nature 
Reserve, with woodland, fen, 
reed beds, accessible paths, 
and wildlife hides.

Get Sporty
Join local gyms, martial arts 
and yoga classes, or make 
use of free outdoor gym 
equipment in Fakenham’s 
parks.

Explore the Parish Church
Visit Fakenham’s Grade I 
listed Parish Church, dating 
back to the 14th century and 
featuring an impressive 15th-
century tower.

Bid for Bargains
Drop into the James Beck 

Auction Rooms on Thursdays 
and try your hand at bidding 
on a wide variety of items.

Treat Yourself
Relax at one of Fakenham’s 
therapy centres, hair salons, 
beauticians, or massage 
studios.

Discover a National Treasure
Visit the Fakenham Museum 
of Gas and Local History—
the only complete preserved 
non-operational gasworks in 
England.

A Festive Good Cause
In December, enjoy the 
Christmas Tree Festival, 
with around 60 beautifully 
decorated trees supporting 
local charities.

Grow Your Own
Rent an allotment at one of 
Fakenham’s three sites and 
enjoy gardening as part of a 
friendly local community.

Join a Festival
From art and fi lm to cycling, 
running, and even cardboard 
raft racing, Fakenham’s 
festivals offer something 
for everyone—many free to 
watch or join.
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Visit an Artist’s Studio
Meet local sculptors, 
painters, printers, and 
makers during open studio 
events and the North Norfolk 
Open Studios.

Eat & Drink in Fakenham
From cosy cafés and 
traditional pubs to 
independent restaurants, 
Fakenham has plenty of 
places to refuel. Enjoy local 
ales, fresh Norfolk produce, 
relaxed lunches, and 
evening dining in the town 
centre.

Fakenham in Bloom
Explore the hanging baskets 
which bring vibrant colour 
to Fakenham from June to 
September, brightening 
streets and public spaces.

They add seasonal 
charm and help create a 
welcoming, attractive town 
centre.

Perfect for Exploring North 
Norfolk
Fakenham makes an ideal 
base for exploring the coast 
and countryside, with Wells-
next-the-Sea, Holkham, and 
Blakeney just a short drive 
away.

Whatever the Weather
From cinema trips and 
bowling to museums, cafés, 
and creative workshops, 
there’s always something to 
enjoy—rain or shine.

Accessible for All
Many attractions, walking 
routes, and venues in and 
around Fakenham offer step-
free access and accessible 
facilities, making the town 
welcoming for visitors of all 
ages and abilities.

Follow Fakenham online to see what’s on during your 
visit and plan your perfect day out.
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For prices visit www.FTCHIRE.co.uk

real food, real support, real results

Slimming World

Hollie 
07816 647140

Wednesdays in Fakenham
Salvation Army Hall

9.30am, 11am, 5.30pm or 
7pm

Saturdays in Fakenham
Community Centre

7am, 8.30am or 10am

Fakenham - Wells - Holt - Kelling 
Sheringham - Cromer & Surrounding

01263 505 335 | 07876 206510
www.anglia-will-writers.co.uk 
info@anglia-will-writers.co.uk

Low Cost Will Writing Service

Lasting Powers of Attorney
Property Protection Trusts
Probate & Estate 
Administration
Free Home Consultations 
Across North Norfolk
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Lidl
Fakenham Medical 

Practice
Morrisons Petrol Station

2627
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Fakenham Academy
Fakenham Sports and 

Fitness Centre

Shell 
Petrol 
Station

The above map can be downloaded from:
www.activefakenham.org.uk/faken-
ham-town-map
Or you can scan the QR code
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TOWN MAP

Fakenham 
Garden Centre

Fakenham Race Course
Fakenham Sports Centre 

Association

26 27

fakenham.info TOWN MAP

Map produced by Active Fakenham

 unity in community unity in community
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G0 WILD  
on the Wensum

For anyone with a love 
of wildlife, Fakenham is 
a wonderful place to live. 
The River Wensum, which 
fl ows gently through the 
town, is one of Norfolk’s 
most important lifelines for 
biodiversity. It connects 

North Norfolk with Norwich, 
the Yare Valley and Breydon 
Water, creating a rich 
corridor of wet grassland, 
fl ooded woodland, reedbed 
and fen.

To live beside the Wensum 

Fakenham’s Nick Acheson, naturalist, 
conservationist and author, tells us 
some of nature’s treasures to spot 

on and around the Wensum

2627
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   Scan QR code to 
download the map 

or collect one from a 
local shop
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is to live alongside the 
movement of wild creatures 
and their genes through 
the county. With Sculthorpe 
Moor just upstream, 
Pensthorpe downstream, 

and several council-owned 
meadows managed for 
nature within the town itself, 
Fakenham sits at the heart 
of one of the river’s best-
preserved landscapes for 
wildlife.

Along the river through 
Fakenham it is common to 
see kingfi shers, tufted ducks, 
little grebes, grey wagtails 
and brown trout, while otters 
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have been recorded both 
upstream and downstream 
of the town. In winter, 
Fakenham lies beneath the 
flightpath of pink-footed 
geese as they travel inland 
from the coast in search of 
harvested sugar beet fields. 
In summer, the riverbanks 
come alive with birdsong, 
with ten species of warbler 
breeding in the scrub and 
reeds along the Wensum.

With such richness on our 
doorstep, it is vital that we 
continue to support the 
people and organisations 
working to protect the river 
and its wildlife, ensuring that 
future generations can enjoy 
and cherish this special 
natural heritage.
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01328 862145
www.mdwcarpets.co.uk

FLOORING & BLINDS

M.D.WILLIAMSON M.D.WILLIAMSON 
CARPETSCARPETS

THE LARDER
• QUALITY WHOLE FOODS •

A family run business - Established since 1973
• Offering a large selection of premium quality herbs, spices, rice, 
beans, pulses, grains, seeds and dried fruits • Norfolk honey • A 

variety of excellent specialist herbal teas • Zero waste filling station

Open Monday – Saturday 9am – 5pm

01328 855306
10 Norwich Street, Fakenham NR21 9AE

Tel: 07432 029144
cooperdecorators@yahoo.com
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GJL ANIMAL FEEDS
CLIPBUSH BUSINESS 
PARK,
FAKENHAM,
NORFOLK,
NR21 8SX.

FOR ALL YOUR ANIMAL & 
PET REQUIREMENTS

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

01328 851351
www.gjlanimalfeeds.co.uk

office@gjlanimalfeeds.co.uk

GJL ANIMAL FEEDS
CLIPBUSH BUSINESS 
PARK, FAKENHAM,
NORFOLK, NR21 8SX.

FOR ALL YOUR ANIMAL & PET REQUIREMENTS
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

01328 851351
www.gjlanimalfeeds.co.uk

office@gjlanimalfeeds.co.uk

BARSHAM BREWERY

AWARD-WINNING CRAFT BEERS
TAPROOM & SHOP
BREWERY TOURS
VISIT US: WEST BARSHAM, FAKENHAM, NR21 9NR
WHAT’S ON: BARSHAMBREWERY.CO.UK
FOLLOW US: @BARSHAMBREWERY

- SEW SWEET - - SEW SWEET - - SEW SWEET - - SEW SWEET - 
Traditional Sweet Shop

Sewing Alteration Service
Haberdashery

School Uniform
Dry Cleaning

15-16 Market Place, Fakenham 
01328 621277 - sewsweetfakenham@gmail.com
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FAKENHAM Lancaster 
Heritage Trail

Fakenham’s long and proud 
history is described in the 
Heritage Trail which has a 
website flht.co.uk, a booklet, 
3 map tables and 32 plaques 
dotted around the town each 
with a QR code that leads 
to the history of that site. 
Lancaster is included in its 
name as John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancaster was Lord of the 
Manor.

Fakenham was granted 
a Charter Market in 
1250. Nevertheless, until 
the dissolution of the 
monasteries, it was smaller 
than Hempton with its 
Augustinian Priory. Fakenham 
and Hempton fought many 

legal, occasionally physical, 
battles over the flooding of 
the water meadows. Hempton 
wished them flooded as it 
increased the tolls on the 
causeway which it owned, 
whereas Fakenham wanted 
the grazing.

The town had two coaching 
inns with routes across the 
county and to London.

Agriculture was very 
important and the imposing 
Corn Hall, now a three 
screen cinema www.
fakenhamcinema.co.uk, 
was built in 1855. The main 
industry in the town was 
printing; it once employed 
many hundred workers and 
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Fakenham Office: 01328 863318

www.stephenson-smart.com  

Professional and supportive
advice to help navigate business 

and personal finances

Tax Planning

Compliance & Investigations

Succession Planning

Inheritance Tax

Payroll

  Sole Trade, Partnership & Limited 

Company Accounts Preparation
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The trail has many historic photos most by permission 
of The Fakenham and District Community Archive 
fakenhamcommunityarchive.weebly.com 

built houses for them.
Edmund Peckover, a 

Quaker, came to the town on 
discharge from Cromwell’s 
army and the family built up 
several businesses including 
banking. The Peckover bank 
later merged with other 
Norfolk firms to become 
Barclays. Until very recently 
there were seven competing 
banks in the town.

The gasworks is 
internationally important as 
the only intact survivor of 
over 700. Opened in 1846 
just for lighting, the network 
grew when gas was used 
for cooking. Now a museum 

www.fakenhammuseum.
com, it has hundreds of 
domestic and commercial 
exhibits.

There were two railway 
stations, one LNER and one 
MGN (nicknamed Muddle 
and Go Nowhere). The trail 
also covers the history of 
schools, pubs, fires and 
fire stations as well as 
personalities and their stories. 
Sir George Edwards, once 
an illiterate crow scaring boy, 
married, became literate, 
started an agricultural union, 
became a councillor and 
eventually an MP who wrote a 
book about his life.
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       FESTIVAL 
   
      
       FESTIVAL 
   26 26

Fun, sport, culture and well-being
activities for everyone 
 
ACTIVE FAKENHAM is an award‐winning, volunteer‐
led community group bringing people together
through fun, inclusive events and activities. We work
closely with local clubs, organisations, and
businesses to support health, wellbeing, creativity,
sport, and community life in Fakenham.

Events and activities in 2026
In 2026, we’re excited to continue delivering a varied
programme of events for residents and visitors alike.
From festivals and fun runs to cultural activities,
family events, and community celebrations, there’s
something for all ages to enjoy throughout the year.
Our focus remains on wellbeing, enjoyment, and
accessibility, with most activities free or low‐cost so
everyone can take part.

Powered by local people
Active Fakenham is run entirely by volunteers. Local
people make our events happen, and community
support is at the heart of everything we do.

Get involved
There are lots of ways to support Active Fakenham:
•  SSiiggnn uupp ttoo oouurr nneewwsslleetttteerr via our website 
•  FFoollllooww uuss oonn ssoocciiaall mmeeddiiaa for the latest news and 
    event updates
•  VVoolluunntteeeerr at one of our events—whether for an 
    hour or a whole day
••  BBeeccoommee aa ssppoonnssoorr oorr ssuuppppoorrtteerr and help us 
    continue delivering free and low‐cost activities, 
    while promoting your business through a 
    community‐led initiative.

     
     Get in touch:

    Richard Crook
   0077888877 880033009911
    rriicchhaarrdd@@aacctitivveeffaakkeennhhaamm..oorrgg..uukk

unity in communityunity in community

Community
THROUGH FESTIVALS

www.activefakenham.org.uk
Check our website for event updates

unity in communityunity in community

FESTIVAL 
OF TWO WHEELS

RIDE 
NORTH NORFOLK  
@FAKENHAM
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FAKENHAM
A Festival Town

Fakenham hosts a lively 
programme of festivals 
and community events 
throughout the year, 
celebrating art, sport, 
culture, and community 
life. From creative trails and 
film screenings to running, 
cycling, and riverside 

fun, there’s something for 
everyone to enjoy.

Fakenham Gin & Beer Festival
20–21 March 2026, 
Fakenham Community 
Centre.
Local beers, gins, live music, 
and community fundraising 
in support of Fakenham 
Community Centre and 
Ellie’s Love.

Fakenham Town Running 
Festival
Easter Sunday – 5 April 
2026
A unique closed-road event 
in the heart of Fakenham, 
welcoming participants of 
all ages and abilities. Fun to 
watch or join in with.
Events include:
• 5km Road Race (UK 
Athletics)
• 1km Easter Fun Run (UK 

Celebrating art, sport, culture and community
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Athletics – fancy dress 
encouraged)
• Toddle ’n’ Trike (under 5s)
• Stalls and food
Entries via the Active 
Fakenham website, with 
limited on-the-day entry 
where available.
 
Fakenham Riverside Festival & 
Duck Races
Father’s Day – Sunday 21 
June 2026
A fun-filled family day by the 
river featuring:
• The Great Fakenham 
Duck Race
• Sponsored duck races
• Cardboard raft races
• Family activities, stalls, 
food, and live music
 
Fakenham Arts Festival
1–28 August 2026
A growing celebration of 
creativity, with artworks by 

local and regional artists 
displayed in over fifty shop 
windows, venues, and public 
spaces across the town. 
The festival also includes 
demonstrations, workshops, 
events and artworks for sale.
More information: 
activefakenham.org.uk
 
Ride North Norfolk – Festival of 
Two Wheels
Sunday 30 August 2026
A friendly, fully supported 
cycling festival through 
the beautiful North Norfolk 
countryside, suitable for all 
abilities.

FESTIVALS
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Highlights include:
• Clearly signed routes from 
15 to 102 miles
• Complimentary 
refreshments
• Free event photos
• Finishers’ medals and 
goodie bags
• Mechanical support and 
rescue service
• A relaxed, social 
atmosphere
Register at activefakenham.
org.uk

Fakenham Film Festival
October 2026, with pop-
up screenings at other 
times.  A popular festival 
celebrating independent, 
local, and international films, 
with screenings, talks, and 

film competitions. Central 
Cinema.
 
Christmas in Fakenham
Christmas Lights Switch-
On event
Saturday 28 November 2026
Christmas Tree Festival
26th November–5th 
December 
Featuring over 50 beautifully 
decorated trees from local 
charities and community 
groups.
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Contact Richard Brown
M: 07795 524301 (24Hr)

E: info@rkb247.co.uk
www.rkb247.co.uk

Local Locksmith 
Services

Fast & Reliable
Lock repairs, replacement & 
upgrades

uPVC, composite & wooden 
door/window repairs

Emergency lockouts - homes, 
businesses & vehicles

Security upgrades

Local, independent tradesman - 
not a national call centre

24/7
CALL OUT
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PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Across Foulsham, Dereham and surrounding North Norfolk Areas 
• Mole catching for homes and golf courses
• Wasp and hornet nest treatment
• Rat and mouse control to protect your property
• Squirrel removal from lofts and gardens
• Ant treatments to stop infestations spreading
• Local, insured and trusted

Call: 07810 878715    Email: ray@rayspestcontrol.co.uk
Web: www.rayspestcontrol.co.uk

Find us at:

16 Millers Walk, Fakenham  01328 855039
34a Market Place, Swaffham 01760 724753
46 Station Road, Sheringham 01263 823189
33 Market Place, North Walsham 01692 403059

Professional Cleaning and Property Services - Just So, every time
Our Services Include:

• Domestic Cleaning (regular & one-off ) • Offi  ce and Builders’ Cleaning
• End of  Tenancy Cleans • Pre-Post Season Cleans

• Holiday Home Management • Laundry and Linen Services 

07926 610781          justso.norfolk@outlook.com
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‘We treat your pets as if they’re our own’

Why come to Summerhill?
• Friendly and approachable team  

• Wide range of services 
• Extensive equipment 

• Experienced staff  with 
advanced qualifi cati ons 

• 24 hour Emergency Service, 
seen at OUR Practi ce by OUR Vets 
• Direct telephone to On Call Vet

Tel: 01328 855814     
www.summerhillvets.co.uk

Find us at our NEW address from 13th April 2026 
5 George Edwards Road, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR21 8NL

We now 
have Dedicated 
Cat Areas and 
Hydrotherapy

Open : Mon-Friday 8:15am-5pm 
(some evening appointments 
available, pre-booked only)

Sat 8:30am-11am

Our Own 24-Hour 
Emergency 

Service
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CREATIVE 
Fakenham

There are a multitude 
of opportunities to take 
part in creative activities 
in Fakenham, both as a 
participant and as part of the 
audience.  

Music - There are regular 
music sessions in pubs and 
other venues around the 
town, including sessions 
where anyone can join in 
or just come along for an 
enjoyable evening of live 

music. There are choirs and 
singing groups running in 
Fakenham and nearby as 
well as through Fakenham 
Church. Both Fakenham 
Ukes and Fakenham Town 
Band meet regularly and 
perform at community events 
throughout the year.  
Drama - FADLOS - 
Fakenham and District Light 
Operatic Society is a strong 
and active drama group 
which puts on high quality 
performances each year 
including musicals and an 
annual pantomime.  There 
are auditions for those who 
want to take part and their 
shows are always excellent 
and popular. Contact 07931 
262147
Dance - There are classes 
for children and for the over 
50s you can try Silver Swans 
ballet classes – also run 
locally -fionafretwelldance.
com
Film - For those interested 
in film there is Central 
Cinema - a great 3 screen 
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venue with current releases 
and an annual Film Festival 
organised by Active 
Fakenham which will run 
from 2 -4 October this year, 
focusing on independent and 
locally themed films and 3 
competitions. The Fakenham 
Film Society shows a film 
there each month.
Creative workshops - 
There are opportunities and 
workshops to acquire skills 
in upholstery,  jewellery 
making, millinery/hat-making, 
and knitting. All take place 
in shops in the centre of 
Fakenham.
Art - There are friendly 
art groups to join as well 
as the Fakenham Arts 
Festival, organised by Active 
Fakenham. This takes place 
in August with artworks 
being displayed in venues 
throughout the town.  Last 
year we had more than fifty 
artists situated in sixty shops 
and other premises.  The 
festival also includes films 
at the cinema featuring the 
works of famous artists.  
Also based in the town is 
Langham Glass, where 

it is possible to watch 
glassblowers create amazing 
objects, with a wide range 
available in their shop. 
Creative writing - There are 
opportunities for creative 
writing with one-to-one and 
small group mentoring and 
workshops Contact Heather 
De Lyon 07810 288712. 
There are also creative 
writing opportunities at the 
Library with David Redfield.
Community Shed - A 
chance to join others 
creating items from wood 
and other materials.
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Memorable
Gardens …
Made!
* Garden Design
* Landscaping
* Fencing
* Paving
* Tree Works

Bespoke gardens 
designed and 
created to cope 
with everyday family 
life. We create gardens 
for all situations and 
budgets that make 
those special moments 
memorable.

Contact Andy to revolutionise 
your garden this year:

T: 07502 371612

E: andywordy@yahoo.co.uk

beechwoodlandscapes.uk

Check out some of our work

Memorable
Gardens …
Made!
* Garden Design
* Landscaping
* Fencing
* Paving
* Tree Works

Contact Andy to revolutionise 
your garden this year:

T: 07502 371612
E: andywordy@yahoo.co.uk
beechwoodlandscapes.uk

Bespoke gardens designed and 
created to cope with everyday 
family life. We create gardens for 
all situations and budgets that make 
those special moments memorable.

Beechwood Landscapes

Check out some of our work

@andywordy
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USEFUL contacts
COMMUNITY AND DAY CENTRES
Equal Lives - 01508 491210 
www.equallives.org.uk
Fakenham and District 
Talking Times - https://
fakenhamtalkingtimes.org  
01328 887507
Fakenham Community 
Centre, Oak Street - 
07443 882344
First Focus Fakenham 
Community Hub and 
Community Fridge - 
01328 855083
First Focus Information 
and Drop-in Centre - 
01328 855083
Norfolk Deaf ConneXions
07957 255086

EMERGENCY UTILITY NUMBERS
Anglian Water - 
03457 919153
Gas - National Grid - (If you 
smell gas) 0800 111999
UK Power Networks - Faults 
and Emergency Numbers 
0800 316105

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Canler and Son - 
01328 862077
Fakenham and District 
Funeral Services - 
01328 838838
Goward’s Funeral Services
01328 862686

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
SERVICES
Fakenham Citizens Advice 
0800 144 8848
Fakenham Job Centre Plus 
0800 1690190
Fakenham Town Council 
01328 853653
Hempton Parish Council - 
07703 464409 
Hempton Recycling Centre 

- All enquiries via NCC - 
0344 800 8020
Highways - 0344 8008020
Library - Oak Street, 
Fakenham - 01328 862715/ 
libraries@norfolk.gov.uk
Norfolk County Council 
0344 800 8020
North Norfolk District 
Council - 01263 513811
Social Services - All 
enquiries - 0344 800 8020

MEDICAL
Boots Chemist - 
01328 862019
Bridge Street Dental 
Surgery - 01328 853555
Brooklyn House Dental 
Surgery - 01328 862620
Cranmer House (Respite 
Unit), Fakenham - 
01328 862734
DrugRehab.com - 
https://www.drugrehab.com

Fakenham Area Community 
First Responders - 
fakenhamcfrs@gmail.com 
07909901015
Fakenham Medical Practice 
01328 851321 
www.fakenham-medical-
practice.nhs.uk/
Fakenham Pharmacy - 
01328 806035
NHS Blood and Transplant 
0300 1232323
Wensum Dental Practice - 
01328 862363

PLACES OF WORSHIP
Fakenham Baptist 
Community Church - 
07312 121530
Fakenham Methodist 
Church - 01263 710009
Fakenham Parish Church 
01328 862268
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JMC
 

Garden & Landscape 
Services Ltd 

Garden Design & Construction
Fencing • Driveways • Paving

Hard & Soft Landscaping

Based in Fakenham, covering all of North Norfolk  

07769 735662
james@jmcgardens.co.uk

www.jmcgardens.co.uk
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admin@
fakenhamparishchurch.org.
uk
Fakenham Salvation Army 
Church - 01328 864526
Holy Trinity Hempton - 
01328 821316
St Anthony’s RC Church - 
01328 853481

POLICE
Fakenham Police - 
non-emergency 101

SCHOOLS & COLLEGES
Fakenham Academy - 
01328 851039
Fakenham Infant and 
Nursery School - 
01328 864511
Fakenham Junior School - 
01328 862188

SUPPORT GROUPS
Age Concern Minibus 
Service - 07990 026839
Al-Anon Family Group - 
0800 0086811
Alcoholics Anonymous - 
0800 9177650
British Heart Foundation - 
01328 851187
Carers Matter Norfolk - 
0800 0831148
Caring Together, Norfolk - 
01553 750014
Rosemary Rooms 
(Dementia Support) - 01328 
864061 or 01328 829735
Wensum Dementia Café
07827 603415
Dial-A-Ride - Thornham to 
Fakenham and return on 
Thursdays 01553 770310
Fakenham Community 
Fridge at First Focus - 
01328 855083
Fakenham Food Bank 
07549 118570 www.
midnorfolk.foodbank.org.uk  
Norfolk Cystic Fibrosis 
Trust - 01263 861353
St John Ambulance - Trudie 

Needham - 01328 878602
Support in Loss Group - 
01328 864061
The Fakenham Relief in Need 
Charity - 
07837 255905 chairoftrustees@
outlook.com
The Parachute Project Ltd. - 
Private counselling for young 
people with mental health 
issues. 07824 513500

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS
Air Cadets - 0345 600601 
Air Scouts - Guy Harris - 
07860 880097
Army Cadet Force - 
01362 694515
EP Youth - working with young 
carers 01328 851020
Norfolk GirlGuiding - 
01603 737996
Norfolk Scouts - 
01603 502246

VETS
Grove Veterinary Group - 
01328 862137
Summerhill Veterinary Centre 
01328 855814

CLUBS, ORGANISATIONS AND 
GROUPS
Active Fakenham -
07887 803091 
Fakenham and District 
Flower Club - Jackie 
Hopkinson - 01328 851933
Indoor Bowls, Golf - 
01328 862867
Fakenham Chess Club - 
01328 855241
Fakenham Community 
Allotments - 
www.fakenhamtowncouncil.
gov.uk/allotments 
01328 853653
Fakenham Community Shed
info@fakenhamcommunityshed.
org.uk
www.fakenhamsociety.org.uk
Fakenham Bridge Club
01328 862867
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Fakenham Gardening Club 
FDHA - membershipfgc22@
gmail.com  www.
fakenhamgardeningclub.uk
Fakenham Society - 
www.fakenhamsociety.org.uk
Hempton Lacemaking 
Group - 01328 862250
Venetia’s Yarn Shop,  
Fakenham - Knit and natter, 
courses, Gallery Upstairs 
venetiasyarnshop.com/  
Norfolk County Rifl e 
Association - www.ncra.
co.uk/index.php
North Norfolk Amateur 
Radio Group - 01263 
512377
Ride North Norfolk Cycle 
Sportive - 07887 803091

HISTORY AND MUSEUMS
Fakenham Community 
Archive - Lyn Maple 
01328 863377 www.
fakenhamcommunityarchive.
weebly.com
Fakenham Museum of 
Gas and Local History 
07716 862555/enquiries-
fakenhamgasworks@outlook.
com

MUSIC, THEATRE AND DANCE
1st Academy of Dance -  
07880 558031
Balkan Dancing - Dawn 
Wakefi eld - 01328 856582
Dark Side Dance - Ballroom, 
Latin and Argentine Tango - 
07586 273555  
www.darksidedance.co.uk
Fakenham and District 
Light Opera Society - 
07931 262147  
www.fadlos.co.uk
Fakenham Choral Society - 
01485 544335
Fakenham Cinema - 
01328 258956
Fakenham Film Society 
- Jane Heppell - 01328 
856078

Fakenham Parish Church 
Choir - 01328 862268 
admin@fakenhamparishchurch.
org.uk
Fakenham Town Band - 
Catherine Moore 
07795 614681
Harmonise Choir - Linds 
Bestwicke 07875 600289
Line Dancing - Nikki - 
07851 350704
Sunfl ower Singers
07884 066490 
Sunfl owerchoirs1@btinternet.
com

NATURE AND CONSERVATION
Campaign to Protect Rural 
England - 01603 761660
Fakenham Area Conservation 
Team - 07748 135422
Norfolk Coast Partnership - 
01328 850530
Pensthorpe Natural Park - 
01328 851465
Sculthorpe Moor Nature 
Reserve, Hawk and Owl 
Trust  - 01328 856788  https://
hawkandowltrust.org
Wensum Valley Bird -
Watching Society - 
www.wvbs.co.uk

PARENT AND CHILD / PLAYGROUPS
Little Doves Parents and Tots 
- (Fakenham Salvation Army) - 
01328 864526
Mothers’ Union - 
01328 855665
Stepping Stones Parent 
and Toddler Group (Parish 
Church) - 01328 862268

SOCIAL, COMMUNITY AND 
BUSINESS GROUPS
Fakenham Ladies Probus - 
01328 855258
Fakenham Probus - 
01328 887466
Fakenham Rotary Club - 
01328 838189
Fakenham Wives Group - 
01328 864765

LOCAL DIRECT
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Do you need help?

Website Design
Local SEO

Social Media
Website Hosting
Website Content
Graphic Design

Scan to visit

www.norfolkweb.co.uk  |  01328 854479
info@norfolkweb.co.uk

Are you stuck and need help with an
existing or new project? 

Does your business need help with
its online presence or digital
marketing?

Are you new to anything web and
online related and frankly find the
whole thing daunting?

�

�

�

e-bikestore.co.uk

Graphic Design

Are you stuck and need help with an
existing or new project? existing or new project? 

crowninnnorfolk.co.uk
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Fakenham/Olivet Twinning 
Club - 01328 258316, 07917 
291569 www.fakenham-olivet-
twinning.uk sallyannrumbles@
gmail.com
Norfolk Federation of Young 
Farmers Club - County Offi ce 
01603 748931
North Norfolk U3A  - 
membership@north 
norfolkU3A.org.uk

SPORTS AND HEALTH 
Dance classes & workshops 
for adults -  www.
fi onafretwelldance.com
Fakenham Angling Club - 
www.fakenhamanglingclub.
com
Fakenham Bowmen - 
01328 851848  / www.
fakenhambowmen.co.uk
Fakenham Community 
Badminton Club - 
01362 684291 
Fakenham Community 
Centre Carpet Bowls - John 
West  07551 297897
Fakenham Cricket Club  - 
Martin Turner 07881 525290
Fakenham Fairways  - 01328 
856614
Fakenham Golf Club - 01328 
855678
Fakenham Kuk Sool Won 
traditional Korean martial 
arts - 07510 069519
Fakenham Racecourse 
01328 862388 / www.
fakenhamracecourse.co.uk
Fakenham Ramblers - 01328 
862834
Fakenham Rugby Club - 
07859 806130
Fakenham Sports & Fitness 
Centre - 01328 850010
Fakenham Sports Centre -  
The Gallow 01328 862867
Fakenham Squash Club - 
01328 862867
Fakenham Superbowl and 
Fakenham Escape Rooms -
01328 856650

Fakenham Tennis Club - 
01362 680016
Fakenham Town Football 
Club - 01328 851735
Gallow Indoor Bowls Club - 
01328 862867
Holistic & Remedial 
Massage  Penny Groom - 
pennygroommassage.co.uk 
07775 537404 
Jaime’s Fitness - 07765 
433100  www.fi tsteps.co.uk
Move it or Lose it with Jo 
and Sam - 07941 086603
Paracise - 07896 476763
Platten Fitness  07557 
569975 www.plattenfi tness.
com
Slimming World - Hollie 
Webb - 07816  647140
Total Martial Arts Norfolk - 
07810 365032
Wensum Ospreys Canoe 
Club - 
www.wensumospreys.com 
wensumospreys@gmail.com
Maria Fenn - Joy of Living -
07950 921510
Yoga (Cecile Pons) - 
07951 596101 -  www.
therapiesandyoga.co.uk
Yoga (Liz Ward) - 07740 
105339

LOCAL MEDIA
Just Regional - 
01263 7131520 
www.justregional.co.uk
Fakenham and Wells Times 
and EDP - 
www.fakenhamtimes.co.uk
Wensum Advertiser 
07780 666220 www.
wensumadvertiser.co.uk 
Lynn News - 
www.lynnnews.co.uk

OTHER
Cavies and Cake – (meet 
guinea pigs) 07542 518574
Ryston Rachel’s Hedgehog 
Hotel - Self-funded hedgehog 
rescue 07582 414743

LOCAL DIRECT
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Oxborough Lane, FAKENHAM NR21 8AF  |  01328 862381 
Hall Road Retail Park, NORWICH NR4 6DH  |  01603 272100

www.aldiss.com

Enjoy a wide range of 
freshly made meals & snacks, 
delicious desserts & refreshing 
drinks in our in store cafes.

ALL ABOUT YOUR HOME

ALL ABOUT YOUR

HOME

Norfolk’s largest range of furniture & furnishings

PET FRIENDLY CAFE


