
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!
           

I received a call this week out of the blue from a fellow who had been a high school student in the
first church I served in Lexington, Virginia. I had not spoken with Sam in more than 25 years. Just
hearing his voice brought back memories of the epic trip our youth group took to the national
Presbyterian Youth Gathering in 1995. He was one of those kids you never forget.
     

Unfortunately, the reason for his call was not simply to catch up. He was calling to let me know
that his father had died.
     

His dad, Denny, was one of those church members every pastor treasures — enthusiastic about
everything the church was doing and committed to supporting the ministry in every way possible.
Denny served as one of our youth leaders and was often the first adult to volunteer to chaperone a
retreat or help lead a pancake breakfast fundraiser. He was also a folk musician who loved
sharing new music with me.

Over the years, Denny and I stayed connected through Facebook, and in the summers of 2021 and
2022, he joined me for a day at the Experimental Aircraft Association’s AirVenture event in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. We had a wonderful time reconnecting over another shared passion: aviation.

Denny’s death has caused me to reflect on all the people I have been blessed to know through 35
years of ordained ministry. I have served six churches — four installed pastorates and two interim
positions. I have officiated more than 120 funerals, baptized over 50 children and adults, presided
at 30 weddings, and visited countless people in hospitals, nursing homes, and living rooms.

Whenever someone asks me what I enjoy most about ministry, my answer is always the same: the
relationships. What a profound privilege it is to be invited into people’s lives — to walk alongside
them in both the best moments and the hardest ones.

And when I think about it, that may be one of the clearest ways we experience the grace of God:
through the gift of sharing life together.

The older I get, the more I realize that ministry is not primarily about programs, buildings, budgets,
or even sermons. At its heart, ministry is about people. It is about listening to stories, sharing
burdens, celebrating joys, praying through heartache, and reminding one another that none of us
walks through life alone.

One of the great blessings of the church is that our relationships in Christ do not simply disappear
with time or distance. Even after 25 years without speaking, Sam’s call immediately brought back
memories of shared experiences, laughter, faith, and friendship. The bonds formed through the life
of the church have a remarkable way of enduring.
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As I reflected on Denny’s life this week, I found myself grateful — grateful for
faithful people like him who quietly shape the lives of others through
kindness, encouragement, generosity, and service. Most congregations are
built not on famous names or extraordinary accomplishments, but on
ordinary disciples who simply show up, love well, and serve faithfully year
after year.

I suspect all of us can think of people who have shaped our faith journey in
ways they may never fully realize. Thanks be to God for such people, and
thank God for each of you.

Your friend and pastor,

 Pastor Lee



   

 

  1   G a t e s  G a l l i s ,  H e n r y  J a n i c k e ,           
      C r a i g  R o l l i n s
  2   T a r a  P a r k                
  5   D i a n e  B a i l e y
  8   W i l l  R e a d    
 1 0  B e n t l e y  R o b e r t s
 1 1   P h y l l i s  F e r g u s o n ,  T e r r y  D o d g e   
 1 2   A v a d e l l  S m i t h                                 
 1 4   K i m  C a r p e n t e r ,  K i m  C r e a n             
 1 9   N a n c y  J o n e s
 2 1   K e n n e t h  R o b e r t s
 2 2   M a s o n  G o o d n e r     
 2 3   P a t t i  C l o n i n g e r
 2 4   S h i r l e y  B u r t o n                                  
 2 6   F l o y d  H a l e                        

 

   1   M i k e  G o o d n e r ,  M c C o r d  R e d m o n d  
  4   S u e  M u n n ,  C h r i s  W h e e l e r                
  5   J o n n a  E i c h o r n
  6   G r a c e  G r e s h a m                                  
  8   A n n  L o w r y  F a i r c l o t h  
      S a n d y  D i c k s o n    
 1 0   E l i z a b e t h  C y c a k      
 1 4   J o h n  D e m c h a k
 1 5   J o h n  A b e r n a t h y ,  R i c k  D o v e ,  
       D e n e e n  G r e s h a m ,  
       W i n t e r t o n  Z e l i n s k i
 1 6   B e t h  J a n i c k e                                
 1 8   B a r r y  G o o d n e r        
 1 9   D i a n e  H a l e
 2 2  G r i f f i n  J o i n e r
 2 3  D a v i d  B u r t o n
 2 4  J o d y  S p r a d l e y ,  M a r s h a l l  R i k a r d
      J o J o  Z e l e n s k i
 2 5  R u s s  R u m f o r d ,  B a r r y  L a m b e r t
 2 7  R i c h a r d  Q u a n d t
 2 8  D o r a  B o w m a n ,  L a r r y  W i n e l a n d
 2 9  L a u r e n  W i l l i a m s
 3 0  M a r y  A n n e  S h e p p a r d  
 3 1   C h i p  H u t c h i s o n

Server Schedules 

J U N E  E L D E R S / D E A C O N S

J U N E  D E A C O N S  O N  C A L L

J U N E  M O N I T O R S / G R E E T E R S

J U L Y  W O R S H I P  C A R E

Jennifer Abernathy, Beth Janicke, Betsy Forrest

  7   John Blackwelder, Jennifer Abernathy
14    Rob Joiner, Heather Dellinger
21    Sheryl Smith, Jonathan Nichols
28   Scott Harris, Allen Katz

 7   Bill Lehman
14  Craig Rollins
21   John Blackwelder
28  Bob Ballard

7   Natalie Harper
14  Joanne Lehman
21   Joanne Edwards
28  Janelle Chubb

June Birthdays
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J U L Y  D E A C O N S  O N  C A L L
Heather Dellinger, Allen Katz, Carolyn Johnson

July Birthdays

 5   Clair Roberts, Beth Janicke
12   Julia Nichols, Richard Quandt
19   Cynthia Johnson, Dave Keely
26  Chip Hutchison, Joan Musselwhite

J U L Y  E L D E R S / D E A C O N S

J U L Y  M O N I T O R S / G R E E T E R S

 5  Mary Anne Sheppard
12  Christy Goodner
19  Elizabeth Cycak
26  Natalie Harper

               

J U N E  W O R S H I P  C A R E

 5   Barry Goodner
12   Bill Lehman
19   Bill Lehman
26  Chris Wheeler 

Deacon’s Fund Offering 
Communion will be served and the 
Deacon’s Fund will be collected on 

June 7, July 5, and August 2.

July 4  Holidayth

The Church Office will be closed on 
Monday, July 6 in observance 

of Independence Day.

Hunger Outreach Program (HOP)
HOP Meetings will not meet 

the months of June, July, and August.

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen
 Join us on Thursdays, June 26 and July 24 

at 10:00am. Contact Wendy Blanchard to help.



Fellowship and Congregational Life

The Walking Group meets at 8:30 am outside the
church at the Hopkins Hall entrance. Join us on

Tuesday and Thursday mornings.

Seniors Exercise Class: 
Join us on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 4:00 - 4:45 pm.

Cost: $10/month. All skill levels welcome. 
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"Faith"ful Questions - Summer 2026
Our conversations about our faith are so central not only

for ourselves, but for our children to hear as well. 
This summer, I invite us to Share our Stories. As we begin

our summer months - I want to create space to share
stories and stay connected to one another. We wouldn't

know of Jesus' temptation in the desert with Satan if
Jesus, himself, had not shared of his experience.

I invite you to think on each week's prompt 
"Faith"ful Question that will be highlighted in E-News, 
and also available on a ring of cards on the Narthex
table. Scan the QR code on the cards or use the link 

in E-News to share your answer to each prompt. 
I also hope that the conversations you have around

tables and on the phone this summer will be 
meaningful and enrich your faith too. 

Thank you, in advance, for sharing and blessing our
church family as we share our stories this summer! 

- Kara -

Christian Education
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Please be in prayer for our 
Summer 2026 Mission Trip Participants!

FPC High School High School Youth
Mission Emanuel - Santo Domingo, DR

June 27 - July 3
Middle School Youth
Presbyterian College 

July 6 - 9 

Mission and Outreach
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Café Justo Is back! 
Our supply has been replenished
after months of shipping delays! 

Cost is $12.50 for a one pound bag. 
Decaf coffee is still on the way. 

See an order form in the Narthex or
Dave Keely (dfkeely3@gmail.com)

with any questions.



Member of the Military
LTJG Jacob Harris - Navy-Stationed in Japan
Reach out to the Church Office for his mailing address!

Dear FPC Church Members,
Thank you for your generous donations for the 2026 Mother’s Day Offering. Together as a

congregation, we contributed $961. Our gift will go together with other PCUSA churches across
SC to help support residents of the six communities who have outlived their financial resources. 

We appreciate your donations, as do the residents. Thank you for generosity, kindness, 
and continued support for PCSC.

Karen and Ken Holt
Robert and Lynn Young in memory of their mothers

Karen and Ken Holt in memory of their mothers, Beverly C. Carnes and Ophelia R. Holt
Bill and Joanne Lehman in memory of their mothers
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Join the Choir! Sing for Joy!
YES...summer is a terrific time to join Chancel Choir! With recent retirements from the choir, 

we have a number of spots to fill in all sections. No formal audition is required
 but previous experience singing in a choir is preferred.

During June and July, the choir rehearses at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings in
 preparation for the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.

 *Beginning in August, the choir rehearses at 9:30 a.m. for the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.*
If you are interested, please contact Don Rogers at rogersdm@comporium.net or 803.448.3975.

Come join a wonderful group of dedicated singers offering their time & talents to God through music!

Soli Deo Gloria!
 (To God alone be Glory!)

Congregational Care
We pray for others because Jesus has taught us to. 

We share each other’s burdens and seek God’s comfort.  
Our Prayer Ministry accepts your prayer requests. You may provide as much or as little information as you
wish and know that prayers will be offered. The Prayer Ministry is a part of the Diaconate as a confidential
means of prayer request for FPC members and immediate family members. Due to confidentiality, prayer
requests through the Prayer Ministry are not made public to the congregation without the permission of
the person the prayer request is for. 
Contact Prayer Ministry Coordinator, Betsy Forrest, to submit a prayer request.

Please keep in your prayers:
    
             
  
 

Health Concerns: Worth Kendall, Mary Tice, Shirley Burton, Beth Easley, Michele Horne, Keira Esposito, 
Rev. Dr. Barry Lambert, Ashley Platts, Nancy Lowery, Jean Horton, Will Read, Donna Martin, Allen Tice, 
Patti Cloninger
 

Friends & Family Members: Thomas Powell, Rye Andrews, Tori Jablonka, Melissa Westbrook
     

 

Pastoral Care: If you or someone you know has a pastoral need, please contact the Church Office at      
803-328-2467, firstpresrh@gmail.com, or a deacon on call.



F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
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As a diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ, our mission is to glorify God by 
celebrating and sharing God’s renewing and transforming love as: 

We worship the living God with joy and thanksgiving.
 We teach the Word of God to deepen our faith and to grow in our love for Jesus Christ.

 We serve others through sharing the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We fellowship to enrich and energize our life together as a congregation.

  We nurture and embrace all God’s children.

 Members of the Session
            

Class of 2026
John Abernathy

Jimmy Campbell
Scott Harris

Elizabeth Owen
*Susan Roberson, clerk

Class of 2027
Paul Horne

Ann Hunsucker
Chip Hutchison

Julia Nichols
Sheryl Smith

Class of 2028
Clair Roberts
Bo Redmond

John Blackwelder
Cynthia Johnson

Rob Joiner

Members of the Diaconate
  

Class of 2026
Jennifer Abernathy
Heather Dellinger

Kathy James
Margaret Joiner

Dave Keely

Class of 2027
*Beth Janicke, moderator

Sherry Hutchison
Allen Katz

Joan Musselwhite
Steve Roberts

Class of 2028
Cameron Lawson
Carolyn Johnson
Jonathan Nichols
Richard Quandt

Betsy Forrest 
*Robert Pender, treasurer

Staff
Rev. Dr. A. Lee Zehmer 

Senior Pastor 
lzehmer@fpcrockhill.org

 

Rev. Kara Wheeler 
Assoc. Pastor of Family Ministries 

kwheeler@fpcrockhill.org
 

Dr. Donald M. Rogers 
Director of Music

 

M. L. Marley 
Organist

 

Jonna Eichorn
Administrative Assistant 
jeichorn@fpcrockhill.org

Robyn Brown
Financial Secretary

rbrown@fpcrockhill.org
Church Office
803-328-2467

firstpresrh@gmail.com
www.fpc-rockhill.org
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