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Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!

Well, we are moving into the busy fall season of church life and ministry. After the slower pace of
summer, I look forward to the bustle of activity around the church. Nearly every day we have folks in
the building—knitting, exercising, studying the Bible, attending meetings, playing basketball, packing
meals, and doing many other things.

One of the aspects of our church that makes me smile is our vitality. We are an active church
spiritually, physically, and practically. We take seriously both the call to grow and the call to serve—
and we have fun doing it!

During my sermon series on what is good about the church, I chose to focus on just four things:
Worship, Caring, Serving, and Proclaiming. However, I could easily have added a fifth: Community. The
church is a place where each of us can belong and build friendships. Whether it is serving together at
the soup kitchen, packing food with Rise Against Hunger, traveling on a mission trip, meeting for Bible
study, or sharing churchwide meals, it is evident that we enjoy doing things together.

One thing that helps foster community is learning each other’s names and faces. As we continue to
welcome new members, it naturally becomes more difficult for us to know everyone. This is one
reason I have encouraged the use of name tags. They help newer people learn the names and faces
of longtime members, and they help longtime members get to know those who are newer to our
church. If you have lost your name tag, or never received one, please let us know in the church office
and we will order one for you.

Another helpful tool for fostering community is a church picture directory. We do have a way to print a
picture directory using our current software, but many of the photos are very old. This is especially
noticeable with families. I recently looked up one family whose son is now a senior in high school, and
in the church picture he looks about eleven!

We would like to update the photos in our church database and then print a new directory with
current photos and contact information. We will make forms available for each family to update their
information, including email addresses, cell phone numbers, and mailing addresses. We would also
like each family to submit a new, recent photo.

To make this easy, we have set up a portrait background in Room 219 where you can have someone
take a photo of you to submit. On a few Sundays, we will also have a skilled church member available
to take photos. Once your photo is taken, you can send it to Jonna in the Church Office. After we have
updated our photos, we will print new picture directories that members can take home.
Thank you in advance for helping make this project possible.

May you have a wonderful fall, and I look forward to seeing you around the church!

Your friend and pastor,

        Pastor Lee



Announcements
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We ask that you RSVP by Sunday, September 6
by calling the Church Office (803-328-2467 
or by filling out a blue pew reservation card.

Childcare will be available!



Server Schedules 

Margaret Joiner, Steve Roberts, 
Jonathan Nichols

  

  1    R o b  J o i n e r ,  H u g h  D e l l i n g e r              
  2   S t e v e  M u l l i n a x ,  B r y a n  Z e l i n s k i        
  4   L e s l i e  J u r a d o
  8   R e b e c c a  B r i d g e s   
 1 3   D a v e  K e e l y ,  B a x t e r  K a p p                  
 1 4   J u n e  K a y ,  A l v a n e  D e a l                     
 1 5   C a m e r o n  L a w s o n
 1 6   W i l l  S t u r g i s
 1 7   S a m  C u r r y ,  B o  H u t c h i s o n ,    
       A l e x a n d e r  R o b e r s o n
 1 8   L e s l i e  B a l l a r d
 1 9   J o e  H a r d y ,  D i a n e  H i c k s
 2 1   B e t t y  W h i t e       
 2 2   C r a i g  B u t l e r ,  B r o o k e  N i e s
 2 3   M a r s h a  R o b e r t s
 2 4   L e e  Z e l i n s k i ,  S o p h i a  H i n d s o n ,   
       M i k e  F o r r e s t ,  E l i z a b e t h  W i l l i a m s
 2 5   D a v i s  B r i d g e s ,  C a s o n  B r i d g e s        
 2 6   M a r y  C a t h e r i n e  W h e e l e r
 2 7   B o b  N o r w o o d
 2 9   M i l e s  C u r l e y
 3 0   M a l c o l m  F a u l k e n b e r r y ,                    
       J e a n  H o r t o n

S E P T E M B E R  E L D E R S / D E A C O N S

S E P T E M B E R  D E A C O N S  O N  C A L L

S E P T E M B E R  M O N I T O R S / G R E E T E R S

 6   John Abernathy, Kathy James
13   John Blackwelder, Margaret Joiner
20  Bo Redmond, Jennifer Abernathy
27   Rob Joiner, Heather Dellinger
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S E P T E M B E R  W O R S H I P  C A R E

Hunger Outreach Program (HOP)
HOP  will meet 

on Tuesday, September 22

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen
 Join us on Thursday, September 24 

at 10:00am. Contact Wendy Blanchard to help.

September Birthdays

S E P T E M B E R  A C O L Y T E S  

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
 Tuesday, September 1

 10:30 am - Staff Meeting
6:00 pm - Deacons

Sunday, September 13
9:00 am - Mission & Outreach Committee   

  

 Sunday, August 9
12:00 pm - Security Team Meeting

Monday, September 14 
9:00 am - Property Committee

Tuesday, September 15
 6:00 pm - Session 

Sunday, September 27
12:15 pm - Worship Committee 

Congratulations! 
We celebrate with Will and Maddy
Gresham in the birth of their son, 

Henry James, on Thursday, August 13. 

We celebrate with Michele and Paul Horne
in the birth of their grandson, Luka Gray
Hovland, born to parents Kia & Rebecca

Hovland, on Saturday, August 15.

 6    Floyd Hale
13    Steve Roberts
20   Bill Lehman
27   Jimmy Campbell

 6   Mary Alice Owen
13   Megan Keener
20  Susan Dove
27   Libba Faircloth

 6   Mary Catherine Wheeler, Hugh Dellinger
13   Rhett Keener, Millie Goodner
20  Alexander Roberson, Ellis Williams 
27   Ben Williams, Charlie Cycak



Fellowship and Congregational Life

Seniors Exercise Class: 
Join us on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 

4:00 - 4:45 pm.  Cost: $10/month.
 All skill levels welcome. 
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Register to
participate in

Mahjong/Game
Nights by scanning

this QR code.
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Christian Education
Sunday School classes for all ages meet at 10:00 am. 

If you are not connected to a Sunday School class, 
please see more information on our classes and studies below!

Younger PKS Room 112: Growing in Grace & Gratitude (Caroline Bender, Nursery Assistant)
Children (1st-5  Grades) Room 117: Growing in Grace & Gratitude (Jennifer Abernathy & Margaret Joiner)th

Youth Room 118: The Sermon on the Mount (Libba Faircloth, Jimmy & Kia Hicklin, Michele Murdoch)
Crossroads Room 217: People Jesus Met (Keith & Susan Roberson)
Seekers Room 226: Favorite & Troublesome Bible Passages (Bob Ballard, Christy Goodner, Bob Norwood)
New Covenant Berean 220: Mission & Social Justice in Being Reformed Series 
                                                          (Joe Hardy, Paul Horne, Kathy James, Robert Pender)

Groups Meeting Outside of Sunday Morning
Women’s Bible Study (Tuesdays 9/15 to 10/27 at 10:00 am) – Joshua: Winning the Worry Battle by Barb Roose 
Men’s Bible Study (Wednesdays at 6:30 pm) – Half Truths by Adam Hamilton (Terry Dodge)
Rock of Ages (2nd/4th Tuesdays at 6:00 pm) – Twelve Ordinary Men by John MacArthur
Youth Group (select Sunday evenings) – Gifts & Calling (Kara Wheeler)

Youth Ministry at FPC in September
5:00 pm on Sunday, September 13 at Cherry Park Multi-Purpose Fields
Kick-Off to a New Year with a FRIENDLY Parent vs. Youth Kickball Game. 

We’ll grab dinner together after at Burgers & Barley. 
Bring the whole family - younger siblings will make great cheerleaders!

Youth Group Bible Study on September 20
4:30 pm - Middle School

5:30 pm - Snack Supper provided by Matt & Mimi Goodner
6:00 pm - High School

Exploring a Call of Creativity & Praise on September 27
5:30 pm Snack Supper provided by Jimmy & Kia Hicklin

6:00pm All Youth Group: Panel Discussion with Church Members



Mission and Outreach

6

Café Justo Is back! 
Our supply has been replenished
after months of shipping delays! 

Cost is $12.50 for a one pound bag. 
See an order form in the Narthex or
Dave Keely (dfkeely3@gmail.com)

with any questions.

Plentiful Harvest Kitchen and 
Food Bank at Covenant Presbyterian
has a daily mission outreach opportunity. 

They have teams who pick up groceries from 
several different grocery stores in town 

and bring them to the church for
 the Covenant Food Bank. 

Other area agencies come to the Food Bank 
daily and pick up for their clients. 

Covenant PC is in need of a few
 more team members who can 

join these weekly efforts. 
A truck is needed for the pick ups. 
If you are interested in learning more about 

this opportunity, please call 
the Covenant Presbyterian office 

at 803-366-8223, 
Monday -Thursday,  8:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

See the Sign-Up in the Narthex

We apologize that the 
Rise Against Hunger

team had truck
problems and were

unable to make it on
August 23. 

Watch for a
NEW packing

date in 
the winter of

2027. 



Member of the Military
LTJG Jacob Harris
Navy-Stationed in Japan
Reach out to the Church Office 
for his mailing address!
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Congregational Care
We pray for others because Jesus has taught us to. 

We share each other’s burdens and seek God’s comfort.  
Our Prayer Ministry accepts your prayer requests. You may provide as much or as little information as you
wish and know that prayers will be offered. The Prayer Ministry is a part of the Diaconate as a confidential
means of prayer request for FPC members and immediate family members. Due to confidentiality, prayer
requests through the Prayer Ministry are not made public to the congregation without the permission of
the person the prayer request is for. 
Contact Prayer Ministry Coordinator, Betsy Forrest, to submit a prayer request.

Please keep in your prayers:
    
             
  
 

Sympathies: The Joiner Family in the death of Margaret’s mother on August 13.
Health Concerns: Worth Kendall, Mary Tice, Shirley Burton, Beth Easley, Michele Horne, Keira Esposito,
Ashley Platts, Nancy Lowery, Colleen Lathan, Manfred Liewald, Allen Tice, Patti Cloninger, Jean Horton,   
Sam Curry, Eddie Gainey, and Alvane Deal     
 

Friends & Family Members: Thomas Powell, Rye Andrews, Tori Jablonka, Melissa Westbrook
     

 

Pastoral Care: If you or someone you know has a pastoral need, please contact the Church Office at   
803-328-2467, firstpresrh@gmail.com, or a deacon on call.



F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
2 3 4  E A S T  M A I N  S T R E E T

P O S T  O F F I C E  B O X  1 0 1 1
R O C K  H I L L ,  S C  2 9 7 3 1

As a diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ, our mission is to glorify God by 
celebrating and sharing God’s renewing and transforming love as: 

We worship the living God with joy and thanksgiving.
 We teach the Word of God to deepen our faith and to grow in our love for Jesus Christ.

 We serve others through sharing the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We fellowship to enrich and energize our life together as a congregation.

  We nurture and embrace all God’s children.

 Members of the Session
            

Class of 2026
John Abernathy

Jimmy Campbell
Scott Harris

Elizabeth Owen
*Susan Roberson, clerk

Class of 2027
Paul Horne

Ann Hunsucker
Chip Hutchison

Julia Nichols
Sheryl Smith

Class of 2028
Clair Roberts
Bo Redmond

John Blackwelder
Cynthia Johnson

Rob Joiner

Members of the Diaconate
  

Class of 2026
Jennifer Abernathy
Heather Dellinger

Kathy James
Margaret Joiner

Dave Keely

Class of 2027
*Beth Janicke, moderator

Sherry Hutchison
Allen Katz

Joan Musselwhite
Steve Roberts

Class of 2028
Cameron Lawson
Carolyn Johnson
Jonathan Nichols
Richard Quandt

Betsy Forrest 
*Robert Pender, treasurer

Staff
Rev. Dr. A. Lee Zehmer 

Senior Pastor 
lzehmer@fpcrockhill.org

 

Rev. Kara Wheeler 
Assoc. Pastor of Family Ministries 

kwheeler@fpcrockhill.org
 

Dr. Donald M. Rogers 
Director of Music

 

M. L. Marley 
Organist

 

Jonna Eichorn
Administrative Assistant 
jeichorn@fpcrockhill.org

Robyn Brown
Financial Secretary

rbrown@fpcrockhill.org
Church Office
803-328-2467

firstpresrh@gmail.com
www.fpc-rockhill.org
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