
Greetings in the name of Jesus!

Lent is a season that invites us to reflect on our walk with God and to consider how we
might take an active step forward in the practice of our faith. Of course, this is challenging
in the high velocity world in which we live. So many things are pulling at us from so many
directions. Work responsibilities, family responsibilities, community responsibilities and
others all demand our attention. It is often overwhelming. 

In the midst of all of this, what often gets pushed out of our hectic lives are the practices of
our faith, and the idea of adding something during Lent seems impractical. However, one
practice that you can add will create some life-giving breathing space that will actually
draw you closer to God and help you be more efficient in living your life in our fast-paced
world. 

The psalmist writes from the voice of God: “Be still and know that I am God”, Psalm 46:10.
There is much wisdom is this short simple verse. So much distracts us in our noisy world,
that the only way to allow God’s word into our lives is to carve out just a little time to be
quiet before God. It is so simple: Be Still, focus on God, and God will make himself known.
Yet this simple act can seem impossible at first. However, if we are disciplined enough,
each of us could find 5 or 10 minutes to shut the door, turn off the phone, and be quiet
before the Lord. This practice of quiet meditation will allow us to hear God and to focus on
the source of our strength. 

C.S. Lewis said it well: “It comes the very moment you wake up each morning. All your
wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. And the first job each morning
consists simply in shoving them all back; in listening to that other voice, taking that other
point of view, letting that other larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in. And so on, all
day. Standing back from all your natural fussings and frettings; coming in out of the wind.”
(Mere Christianity).

This Lent, I am adding at least 5 minutes of completely uninterrupted quiet meditation
before the Lord. As the weeks progress, I am working to increase the time so that I can let
the “stronger, quieter life come flowing in.” I encourage you to do the same.

May each of you have a holy Lent.

Your friend and pastor, 

Pastor Lee
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Save the Date! 
An Acolyte Training 

will be held on Sunday,
April 26 at 9:15 am. 
The training is for

current acolytes and
those entering 3rd

grade in Fall 2026 and
older. Please contact

Sheryl Smith if you will
be attending or

 have any questions.

Let’s Light It Up Blue on Sunday, March 29 by wearing BLUE  in celebration of 
people with autism and those who love and support them. Every April we
celebrate World Autism Month, beginning with World Autism Acceptance

Week, held from March 30 to April 6. This year marks the 18th year of 
World Autism Awareness. Whether you have autism, love someone who does, 

or are looking to support a diverse, accepting, and kind community – 
let’s stand together and pledge our support to make a world of difference 

by helping all people with autism reach their full potential.

Announcements
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The Nominating Committee will soon be
preparing a slate of nominees for election

to serve as members of the Session
(Elders) and the Board of Deacons
(Deacons) for the term 2027-2029. 

The people you recommend should be
active members in the life of our church.
Nominating forms are in the Narthex and
at each Sanctuary door. Place completed

forms in the offering plate or to 
Box #15 outside the Church Office 

by Sunday, March 22. 

Nominating Committee

In this Lenten Season,
the Christian Education
committee invites our

church family to
engage the Beatitudes
around your table and 

explore art as 
a form of prayer.  

This devotional is available on the 
table in the Narthex.

Engaging the Resource: Choose one
card to focus on for each week of Lent.

Place the card where you can see it 
and set aside a time each week as a

family to gather and look at the 
artwork, Scripture, share the reflection
materials, and create. Pray for those

named in the Beatitude. 
Make concrete plans to learn about 

and serve someone in your 
community named in a Beatitude.



2  A n d r e w  D e m c h a k  
4  J i m m y  H i c k l i n ,  E l i z a b e t h  O w e n  
5  M i m i  G o o d n e r ,  H e a t h e r  D e e s e ,   
   K a t i e  C r e a n  
6  C h a r l i e  C y a c k  
7  K a t e  R o b e r s o n  
8  C h r i s t y  G o o d n e r ,  S h e l l y  G o o d n e r  
9  E l i z a b e t h  R o l l i n s  
1 0  A d d i e  N i c h o l s ,  M c C a i n  N i c h o l s  
1 3  K e n d r i c k  S t e v e n s o n  
1 4  K a t h y  B l a c k w e l d e r ,  T o m m y  E v a n s ,  
     S a r a h  L a w s o n  
1 5  J a c o b  B a k e r ,  C a r o l y n  J o h n s o n ,   
     C a t h e r i n e  F a i r c l o t h   
1 6  B a r b a r a  B u r b u l a k ,  C a r o l  L a m b e r t ,    
     Q u i n n  S t e v e n s o n  
1 7  L i s a  R u m f o r d  
1 8  J o a n  M u s s e l w h i t e  
2 1  M a n f r e d  L i e w a l d  
2 3  E m i l y  K a y  
2 4  B u t c h  B a i l e y ,  M e g a n  K e e n e r ,   
     L a u r a  M a l l a r d  
2 5  F a y e  B a l l a r d ,  H a r r i e t  G o o d e  
2 6  J a m e s  A l l e n  C h u b b  
2 7  F r a n k  P o r t e r  
2 8  A n n  H u n s u c k e r  
2 9  R e i d  S m i t h  
3 0  L i n d a  L a t h a n  
3 1  J e r e m y  C a m p b e l l ,  B r o o k e  Z e h m e r

Server Schedules 

M A R C H  E L D E R S / D E A C O N S

M A R C H  D E A C O N S  O N  C A L L

M A R C H  M O N I T O R S / G R E E T E R S

Kathy James, 
Joan Musselwhite, Cameron Lawson 

 1    Rob Joiner, Heather Dellinger
 8   Sheryl Smith, Jonathan Nichols
15   Scott Harris, Allen Katz
22   Clair Roberts, Beth Janicke
29   Julia Nichols, NEED

 1     Barry Goodner
 8    Rod Hicks
 15   Chris Cycak
 22   Matt Goodner
 29   NEED

 1    Mary Alice Owen
 8   Susan Dove

March Birthdays
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M A R C H  W O R S H I P  C A R E

C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S

Church Office Hours
Monday – Wednesday: 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm     

Thursday: 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Friday: Closed

15   Janelle Chubb
22  Natalie Harper
29  Michele Murdoch

Monday, March 9
9:00 AM - Property (BYOBreakfast)
6:00 pm - Nominating Committee

 1   Henry Goodner, Ben Williams 
 8  Mason Goodner, Millie Goodner
15   Keaton Esposito, Amelia Skinner
22 Taylor Chubb, Alexander Roberson
29  Penelope Zelinski, Cecily Zelinski 

M A R C H  A C O L Y T E S

Tuesday, March 3
6:00 pm - Deacons

Sunday, March 8
12:15 pm - Mission & Outreach

Tuesday, March 17
6:00 pm - Session

Monday, March 30
6:00 pm - Nominating Committee

Sunday, March 1
Noon - Congregational Life



FRIDAY
MAY 1, 2026

Fellowship and Congregational Life
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On Easter Sunday, we will celebrate together the 
gifts of the spirit, the approachability of God in prayer, 

and the beauty of resurrection and hope at our 
Flowering of the Cross and Easter Breakfast. 

Artists (photography, paint, pencil, clay, cloth, yarn, etc.) are 
invited to share their works in thanksgiving and glory to God at this

breakfast on Sunday, April 5. Display tables will be available. 
Please reach out to Kara with any questions and to share your art. 

mailto:kwheeler@fpcrockhill.org


Sunday School – Sundays at 10:00 am
Nursery - Room 111 Growing in Grace & Gratitude (Caroline Bender, Nursery Assistant)
Children - Room 117: Milestone Ministry (Margaret Joiner & Jennifer Abernathy)
Youth - Room 118: Milestone Ministry (Libba Faircloth, Anna Roberson, Jimmy & Kia Hicklin)
Crossroads - Room 217: Milestone Ministry (Keith & Susan Roberson)
Seekers - Room 226: Romans (Bob Ballard, Christy Goodner, Bob Norwood)
New Covenant Berean - 220: Mission & Social Justice in Being Reformed Series (Joe Hardy, Paul
Horne, Kathy James, Robert Pender)

Small Groups
Men’s Bible Study - Wednesdays at 6:30 pm Christmaker: A Life of John the Baptist 
by James McGrath. Books available in the Church Office.
Women’s Bible Study - Tuesdays, at 10:00 am Twelve Women of the Bible: Life-Changing 
Stories for Women Today. Join us! Each week is a stand alone lesson. 
Books available in the Church Office.
Lenten Study - Mondays at 7:00 pm  A study on Matthew 25 - led by Dave Keely. 
Rock of Ages - 2nd/4th Tuesdays at 6:30 pm – Colossians
Youth Group (select Sunday evenings) – Parables of Jesus (Kara Wheeler)
College - Monday evenings with dinner at 5:45 pm and the Matthew 25 study at 7:00 pm.

Christian Education

Milestone Ministry Sunday School for FPC Families

Children, Youth, and Crossroads Sunday School 
Memory Verse and Lessons

“If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,

you will be saved.” - Romans 10:9

March 1 - Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:1-11)
March 8 - The Last Supper (Matthew 26:17-30)

March 15 - The Footwashing (Jon 13:1-17)
March 22 - The Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-56)

March 29 - The Empty Tomb (John 20)
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        The Banquet Table 
       of the Lord

Preparing Communion is such a gift!
While preparing the table with the

embroidered linen, filling the cups in
the silver trays, cutting the gluten free

bread so that all may celebrate,
placing the chalice and pitcher and

the loaf to be broken, is a time of deep
reflection. To think of Christ's sacrifice,

God's love for us, the fellowship of
believers, the new covenant---

rich are the blessings received during
this quiet time of preparation.

If you feel you are called to help with
the preparation of Communion on the

first Sundays of the month, please
contact Julia Nichols, Beverley Keely 

or Marsha Roberts.

Youth Ministry at FPC
Pray for our Spring Mission Trip Team serving in Charleston, March 20-22. 

Local Summer Mission Trip with Presbyterian College (now open to all youth)
Monday, July 6 to Thursday, July 9 - Registration closes April 15.

Total cost is $15 plus lunch on Monday. 

Youth Group in  March
Sunday, March 1: 

Middle School Bible Study at 4:30/Snack Supper at 5:30/High School Bible Study at 6:00
- DR Mission Trip Meeting at 7pm in Youth Room

Sunday, March 8: 
Middle School Bible Study at 4:30/Snack Supper at 5:30/High School Bible Study at 6:00

Sunday, March 15: All Youth Group at 5pm
Come share your input for our May 17 Youth Sunday Worship Service.

DR Mission Trip Meeting at 6:15pm in Youth Room

Sunday, March 22: No Youth Group after Mission Trip weekend

Sunday, March 29:
Stay after church to hang out and help with the PK’s Egg Hunt. 

(No Youth Group this evening.)

Join us for this 
Special Musical Presentation 

by a Winthrop University Music Professor

Music and Worship



Mission and Outreach
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Hunger Outreach Program (HOP) 
The HOP Ministry will meet at 2:30 pm 

on March 24 in Hopkins Hall!

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen
Join us at the DDSK on Thursday, March 26!

Reach out to Wendy Blanchard for info!

You may use the 
QR code to sign-up 

to volunteer with 
Family Promise.

Thank you for your generous contributions
of dried beans during the month of

February! 105 bags of beans were given 
for the clients of HOPE of Rock Hill. 



Member of the Military 
Jacob Harris - Navy
Stationed in Japan

Reach out to the Church Office 
for his mailing address!

University of SC
Ellison Briggs

Coastal Carolina
Grace Gresham

Hillsdale College
Kate Roberson

Pray for our college
students.

The Citadel
Jacob Baker

Clemson
Caroline Baker, Rose Faircloth
Dixon Murdoch, Coleman Nies

Kaitlyn Stevenson, Nora Stevenson

8

We pray for others because Jesus has taught us to. 
We share each other’s burdens and seek God’s comfort.  

Our Prayer Ministry accepts your prayer requests. You may provide as much or as little information as you
wish and know that prayers will be offered. The Prayer Ministry is a part of the Diaconate as a confidential
means of prayer request for FPC members and immediate family members. Due to confidentiality, prayer
requests through the Prayer Ministry are not made public to the congregation without the permission of
the person the prayer request is for. 
Contact Prayer Ministry Coordinator, Betsy Forrest, to submit a prayer request.

Please keep in your prayers:
    

             
   

Sympathy: Nancy Lowery, in the death of her sister in law Brenda Laffoon, on December 20
Jane Blackmon, in the death of her brother in law, Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Claude Everette Cooper Jr., 
on February 10, in Clemson, SC.
 

Health Concerns: Worth Kendall, Mary Tice, Shirley Burton, Beth Easley, Michele Horne, Keira Esposito, 
Rev. Dr. Barry Lambert, Ashley Platts, Nancy Lowery, Colleen Lathan, Jean Horton, Will Read, Linder Tucker,
Donna Martin
 

Friends & Family Members: Keira Esposito, Thomas Powell, Rye Andrews, Tori Jablonka, Melissa Westbrook
     

 

Pastoral Care: If you or someone you know has a pastoral need, please contact the Church Office at      
803-328-2467, firstpresrh@gmail.com, or a deacon on call.

Congregational Care

If you would like a copy of 
an updated Friends & Family

Directory for FPC, please
reach out to the Church
Office and one can be

printed for you. 
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As a diverse family of believers in Jesus Christ, our mission is to glorify God by celebrating and sharing God’s renewing
and transforming love as: We worship the living God with joy and thanksgiving. We teach the Word of God to deepen our

faith and to grow in our love for Jesus Christ. We serve others through sharing the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
We fellowship to enrich and energize our life together as a congregation. We nurture and embrace all God’s children.

Members of the Session
             

Class of 2026
John Abernathy

Jimmy Campbell
Scott Harris

Elizabeth Owen
*Susan Roberson, clerk

Class of 2027
Paul Horne

Ann Hunsucker
Chip Hutchison

Julia Nichols
Sheryl Smith

Class of 2028
Clair Roberts
Bo Redmond

John Blackwelder
Cynthia Johnson

Rob Joiner
*Robert Pender, treasurer

Members of the Diaconate
 

Class of 2026
Jennifer Abernathy
Heather Dellinger

Kathy James
Margaret Joiner

Dave Keely

Class of 2027
*Beth Janicke, Moderator

Allen Katz
Joan Musselwhite

Steve Roberts
Sherry Hutchison

Class of 2028
Cameron Lawson
Carolyn Johnson
Jonathan Nichols
Richard Quandt

Betsy Forrest

Staff
Rev. Dr. A. Lee Zehmer 

Senior Pastor 
lzehmer@fpcrockhill.org

 

Rev. Kara Wheeler 
Associate Pastor of 

Family Ministries 
kwheeler@fpcrockhill.org

 

Dr. Donald M. Rogers 
Director of Music

 

M. L. Marley 
Organist

 

Angela Harris
Director of Cherub Choir

Ashley Platts
Director of Handbell Choirs

Jonna Eichorn
Administrative Assistant 
jeichorn@fpcrockhill.org

Robyn Brown
Financial Secretary

rbrown@fpcrockhill.orgChurch Office: 803-328-2467
firstpresrh@gmail.com

www.fpc-rockhill.org


